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eThank you for selecting our 2013 European

Christmas and New Year Tours brochure.

In 1995 we created our first festive tour capturing

the very essence and joy of a traditional European

White Christmas. Now, nearly 20 years later, we

proudly offer the largest range of European

Christmas and New Year tours designed specifically

for the Australian and New Zealand traveller. Each

one still holding true to our simple policy, that we

offer Christmas ‘as it should be’. We always take

particular care to include special events and

activities in each itinerary that will bring alive the

nostalgia, joy and romance of the Festive Season.

To me, there is no greater pleasure than waking up on Christmas Day under a crisp, white doona in an 800 year old

Coaching Inn deep in the heart of the Austrian Tyrol, or maybe in a picture perfect hotel in the Bavarian Alps, under the

shadow of the romantic Fairytale Castle of ‘mad King Ludwig’. And then there’s the romance…snow-bound carriages,

maybe a steam train ride through forested valleys,scenic drives to monasteries,castles and to those wonderful Christmas

markets, best enjoyed at dusk when lights are twinkling. Christmas, at least once, should be truly special with somebody

else looking after that important person – you! (My wife has something to say about that –see page 6)

Our tours have a very different style with that Albatross ‘touch’. When you travel with us, you are looking at value for

money, genuine inclusions, better itinerary designs, memorable highlights and nearly 20 years of Christmas touring

experience. Why would you choose to travel with anyone else!!

Warmest wishes,

Euan Landsborough, Managing Director and Tour Designer

P.S.Visit our website for more information on our unique European tours,read the latest tour reviews by Albatross travellers and view

our European image library and videos. Go to www.albatrosstours.com.au.

Welcome,

Euan
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Imagine…
Crossing the snow laden Alps on the magnificent Glacier Express

train, before staying 4 nights high in the mountains, being

perfumed and pampered, in a glorious Swiss spa hotel.

Alternatively stay in a castle with origins dating back 2,000 years

located in the Italian Dolomites before celebrating the festive

season by Lake Bled in glorious Slovenia!

Now paint a picture of carriages with snow bells, schnitzel and

noodles with oodles of nostalgia, and see yourself sipping

steaming goulash or mulled wine and ginger biscuits in the

fabulous, festive Christmas Markets. Come join us on one of our

magical, festive tours.

A Christmas Markets tour! This tour is perfect for anyone visiting

Continental Europe in the festive weeks before Christmas.

Throughout December, towns and villages stir in anticipation of

the festivities ahead, and the old medieval squares become filled

with fabulous Christmas markets.

German & Austrian Christmas Markets - 10 days _________page 15

Albatross Tours…

Come share our love of Europe

Book with confidence with our

guaranteed group departures!

Pre-Christmas Tour p14
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Our Christmas Break tours are all 8 days in duration. The whole concept of

these programmes is to settle into one hotel for 6 or 7 nights and use this single

base for included daily excursions and activities. All breakfasts, dinners and

special Christmas meals are included.This ‘stay put’style of touring is particularly

family friendly.

Swiss Christmas Break – 8 days_________________________________________________________________page 19

(note: this is a non escorted tour)

Austrian Christmas Break – 8 days _________________________________________________________page 22

German Christmas Break – 8 days__________________________________________________________page 25

On each of our specially crafted Christmas Tours we emphasize a more leisurely,

sensible pace. Generally starting with in-depth visits to the more major cities,

we then escape to the snow clad mountains to stay 3, 4 or even 5 nights over

Christmas in nostalgic, selected (first class) smaller hotels. From here we enjoy

included daily excursions to local picturesque towns and villages, Christmas

Markets, monasteries and castles.

German Fairytale Christmas – 10 days________________________________________________page 29

Austrian White Christmas – 10 days______________________________________________________page 32

Christmas in the Austrian Tyrol – 10 days _________________________________________page 35

Christmas in an Austrian Spa Resort - 10 days______________________________page 38

Christmas in an Italian Castle – 11 days______________________________________________page 41

Christmas in the Slovenian Alps – 11 days_______________________________________page 44

Christmas in a Swiss Spa Resort – 11 days _______________________________________page 48

A Medieval Bohemian Christmas – 12 days____________________________________page 52

Bohemia & Christmas in the Tyrol – 16 days___________________________________page 56

Christmas Tours p28

Our exciting New Year tours have been specially designed to not only be enjoyed

as‘stand alone’tours but also so they can be seamlessly‘bolted on’to almost all of

our Christmas Breaks and Christmas Tours. Whether you are seeking spectacular

NewYear’s Eve celebrations with massive firework displays or perhaps simply more

time in the mountains, playing in the snow, we have something for you.

Swiss New Year Break – 8 days_________________________________________________________page 62

(note: this is a non escorted tour)

New Year in Bavaria - 7 days______________________________________________________________page 64

New Year in an Italian Castle - 7 days ____________________________________________page 66

New Year with the Sound of Music – 7 days ______________________________page 68

New Year in Paris - 7 days ___________________________________________________________________page 70

New Year in London – 7 days____________________________________________________________page 72

New Year Tours p60

Christmas Breaks p18
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Experience the Albatross Difference…

Unique touring itineraries designed for you – the Australian and New Zealand traveller

These are festive Christmas tours – not summer tours“run over winter”. We always take particular care to include

special events and activities in each itinerary that will bring alive the nostalgia and joy of the Festive Season.

Smaller group sizes with a maximum of only 40 passengers so you will enjoy a more personal touring experience

Leisurely 3, 4, 5 and even 7 nights in one location over Christmas.Virtually NO one night stops - our tours are to

be enjoyed not endured

Stay in charming character hotels in superb locations - selected for their style and ambience to complement the

festive occasion

Genuinely inclusive tours with NO additional 'on tour' costs - even your 'end of tour' tips are included

So many wonderful dining experiences included, often in delightful local restaurants

Expert commentary in the English language only

Book with confidence with our Guaranteed Group Departure policy

�
�
�
�
�

�
�

�
�
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We give you time!

By staying 3, 4, 5, or even 7 nights in one delightful location over

Christmas we are able to make sure the pace is more leisurely

and sensible.

A pace that ensures you genuinely have time to relax and enjoy

the sights and festivities of this European Winter Wonderland that

you have travelled so far to see.

For nearly 20 years Albatross Tours have held true to our simple

policy that we will offer Christmas ‘as it should be’.

Albatross Christmas tours are not ‘Summer tours run over Winter’.

Nor are they conventional‘Winter tours’. Instead,they are specially

designed, festive, Christmas Tours.

Yes,we include all sorts of exciting Christmas activities and events

such as traditional Christmas feasts,carriage rides along romantic,

snow covered forest pathways, scenic drives through meadows

dotted with romantic castles and tiny lakeside villages.

Yes, we also take extra care to time visits perfectly, such as visiting

Christmas Markets at dusk when they come alive. Most importantly

though, we also add the most vital element of all – time! There is a significant difference!

6

“Honey, I really love this time of year but it’s always so much

work for me. With all the shopping, cooking, tidying up before

all the relatives get here and, then it’s over before I realise. It’s

not really a break at all – with the heat and flies, and trying to

find space in the fridge for all these leftovers!

Each year I try to get in the festive mood by decorating the

house and playing Bing Crosby’s ‘I’m dreaming of a White

Christmas’. And now I am not only dreaming of that ‘White

Christmas’, I want to experience that‘White Christmas’. I want to

see the snow falling softly outside the window and I want us

to be all rugged up in front of a roaring fire. So next year, why

can’t we have a European White Christmas?

We’ve worked hard all year so surely we deserve for once to

have a really nice Christmas and I can have a real break. I’d love

us to be able to relax and have time to laugh and enjoy good

company and not have the heat, the hassles and the worry. It

would be exciting to dress for Christmas dinner, to wear my

high heels,and let someone else set the table and serve us,and

best of all – we won’t have to do the washing up. Now that

would be a Christmas to remember and all I have to do is simply

relax and enjoy…oh and bring you too, honey, of course”.

So we had a fabulous festive Christmas in the Austrian

Tyrol followed by New Year in Bavaria.
(Next time the relatives are coming too!)

Christmas as it should be!
In December 2009 my wife Julie-anne stood in the kitchen staring into the packed fridge,

trying to find space for the left over Christmas pudding and sighed, saying…
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christmas
In simple terms, they embellish

a tradition, dating back

several centuries, of towns and

villages expressing joy in the

heart of the Festive Season.

Christmas Markets, they should

be‘enjoyed’ the Albatross way!

Usually held in the old cobbled stone town centres and

surrounded by historic houses and churches, local craftsmen,

restaurateurs and ordinary townsfolk set up shop in rows of

wooden stalls.They sell everything from mulled wine served from

giant, steaming cauldrons to handcrafted wooden toys, pottery,

gifts and colourful decorations.

Pink cheeked children wrapped in woollen hats and bright red

mittens enjoy merry-go-rounds, while parents consider the

freshly cut Christmas trees, looking for that one perfect tree to

take home.Brass bands and carol singers gather on ancient stone

steps and compete with the sizzle of bratwurst sausages and the

raised voices of locals intent on laughter and happiness.

Originating in Germany, Christmas markets are now popular

through much of Europe and take on all shapes and sizes. The

skill is to define which are the most important to visit. We have

done so!

Each of our Christmas itineraries has been carefully designed to

provide ample time in at least one of the great markets such as

Nurnberg, Vienna, Montreux, Strasbourg and Salzburg. We also

visit additional markets such as Wurzburg,Munich,and Berne and

the smaller, ‘just perfect’ markets such as in Rothenburg and

Innsbruck (both about 100 metres from our hotels). The markets

are best enjoyed at dusk when fairy lights twinkle and candle

flames flicker and shimmer. What memories!

Christmas Markets, what are they?



discoverDiscover a different style of touring…

Tours designed for you
Albatross Tours have created tours specifically for the Australian

and New Zealand traveller.People like you travelling to the far side

of the world, and wanting more from their escorted coach tour

than a few hurried, all too brief visits and repetitive, long intercity

drives. That is why we ensure the touring pace is always so much

more sensible! Longer stays in each destination provide you with

far more time for sightseeing, and a more fulfilling overall touring

experience.That is also why we make sure each tour is genuinely

inclusive,with no hidden,later charged extras. We know Australians

and New Zealanders can be uneasy with tipping, so we have

included all ‘on tour’gratuities and end of tour tips.

Festive tours with the right mix
Albatross tours are not‘Summer tours run over Winter’but festive

season Christmas and New Year tours. Yes, our programmes are

always packed with numerous included sightseeing excursions

and extras, but we still ensure you have quality leisure time to

relax and savour your surroundings. It is Christmas time after all

so we have even left some days completely free – for the simple

pleasure of it! As an added bonus, since we are not changing

hotels or travelling long distances every day, early morning

departures are extremely rare.

Count the kilometres
Look out for this icon on the first page of each touring programme.This is where we show you the average

number of kilometres travelled per day on that tour. Proof that with Albatross Tours you spend less time on

the coach and noticeably more time relaxing and sightseeing. We want you to compare us!
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Longer stays with a more sensible pace
Everybody hates unpacking their bags every evening,and then having to re-pack them again early

the next morning. That is why,apart from possibly the first or last night of the tour,there are virtually

no ‘one night stops’ on any of our programmes. Instead, we make sure our tours always have a

much more sensible pace by including 2 and 3 night stays in each captivating city or region plus

longer stays of usually 4 to 7 nights over Christmas itself.

Value to you
Albatross tours are genuinely inclusive and already include all of those special excursions and visits,

sightseeing tours and feature dinners. We even include the end of tour tips to your tour manager

and driver! You will not be charged on your tour for special ‘optional’excursions such as a feature

dinner or entry to a special attraction such as Neuschwanstein Castle. Why? We believe these

expensive hidden extras usually costing over $100 per person each day are entirely predictable so

we have already included them in our tour price.This means you will find it far easier to budget for

your daily holiday expenses and you will have complete transparency on where your money goes.

We encourage you to compare our tour prices on a cost per day basis,and take into consideration

that AlbatrossTours have NO additional‘on tour’costs.Rest assured,by the time you get back home

and walk back through your front doorway you will not have paid any more.Albatross Tours offer

exceptional VALUE FOR MONEY!

Smaller, more personal groups
Our maximum group size on any coach is only 40 guests. Our smaller, more personal group sizes

means less time is wasted getting on and off the coach and there will always be a noticeable

number of spare seats. Plus, a more manageable group size leads to a higher level of personal

service.Above all,you can enjoy a much more authentic European travel experience because,with

our relatively smaller group sizes we can select hotels for their style,character and location – hotels

that larger tour groups often cannot consider staying in.
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‘Our tour was excellent value for money.The hotels were superb,

the food was delicious and the daily trips were so different. I

loved the castle, the Christmas markets, the sleigh rides and the

cable cars to the top of the mountains! I look forward to

repeating this holiday again, it was a spectacular and wonderful

experience.’ Richard

‘It was a totally enjoyable experience with an excellent Tour

Manager and extremely competent and friendly driver. The

accommodation at all places was excellent.The enjoyment was

enhanced by having really great tour companions and by not

being badgered by the Tour Manager to take "additional side

trips".The concept of having everything paid for up front suits

me fine.‘ Stewart

…the Albatross style of touring
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experienceThe Albatross Hotel Experience…

Our Christmas hotels
…. have all been specially selected for their style and ambience

to complement the objective of these unique festive tours.This

is important as they will be your home for maybe 3, 4, 5 or even

7 nights over Christmas!

Remember
… this is where we make our base to explore a dramatic winter

wonderland with valleys and meadows dotted with romantic

castles, chilly monasteries, snow covered forest pathways and

towns and villages stirring in anticipation of the festivities ahead.

We often enjoy sights without the hustle and bustle as the pushy,

massed tourist crowds have long since disappeared.

And inside
… we enjoy a truly festive Christmas as ‘snug as a bug in a rug’.

Imagine waking up this Christmas Day or New Year’s
Eve in the charming hotel pictured above….

Introducing the first class Hotel Müller in the Bavarian

mountains.What a setting for your stay in the tiny village of

Hohenschwangau.On one hill overlooking the village you

have the neo-Gothic Castle of Hohenschwangau and on

the other side above the village is a wooded mountain

spur and Neuschwanstein – the Fairytale Castle of ‘mad’

King Ludwig. To complete the picture there’s a beautiful

lake not far from the hotel doorstep. The ambience inside

the hotel is only beaten by the quality of food and

wonderful personal service you will receive.

Our German Fairytale Christmas tour spends 5 nights here,

our New Year in Bavaria tour spends 3 nights here and our

Christmas in the Austrian Tyrol tour enjoys their farewell

evening here.
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Stay in delightful feature hotels

Most of the hotels on our escorted Christmas and NewYear tours are

First Class. On some of the 8 day Christmas Breaks we use superior

tourist class hotels. All bedrooms, in all hotels on all tours, have

private facilities. You will find them all specifically named in each

itinerary, and many are also individually described. Often we also

supply the hotel websites so you can get to know them better.

Because our group sizes are noticeably smaller and the fact that we

stay much longer at our hotels over Christmas,we are able to select

smaller,more characterful hotels – places where larger tour groups,

on mad–dash itineraries simply cannot stay.

Perhaps in a charming Tyrolean village in Austria, only a few steps

away from the central market square in Rothenburg or maybe in

the village below Neuschwanstein Fairytale Castle.

Imagine how much your enjoyment will be enhanced if you stay

over Christmas in an 800 year old hotel as opposed to a modern

glass and concrete 'block'.

Their style, character or location will add

significant 'flavour' to your tour and become

highlights in themselves.

THIS PAGE TOP-BOTTOM: Hotel Germania, Bad Hofgastein – Christmas in an Austrian
Spa Resort; CastelBrando, Italy - Christmas in the Slovenian Alps, Christmas in an Italian
Castle and New Year in an Italian Castle; Parkhotel Sonnenhof - German & Austria
Christmas Markets; Hotel Oberland – Swiss Christmas and New Year Breaks; Hotel Ruze –
Medieval Bohemian Christmas and Bohemia & Christmas in the Tyrol.

‘Nothing prepared us for our 'White Christmas' at

the Hotel Muller in Hohenschwangau. Our hotel

room looked out on to the snow covered mountains

and out to our left we had Neuschwanstein, King

Ludwig's Fairytale Castle.’ Linsdsay & Glenice

‘Our accommodation in the Oberland Hotel

was enjoyable in itself, we felt "at home" in an

atmosphere we had not experienced in more

highly star rated hotels.‘ Wendy & Trevor

Their location is always superb
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experienceThe Albatross Touring Experience…

Personalised Service and
Expert Commentary
Our highly experiencedTour Managers are committed to providing

you with the most memorable and informative European touring

experience. All are multi-lingual and are based either in the UK or

Europe with decades of experience working ‘on the road’. Over

time they have often become specialists in specific regions,

countries or types of tours,and we allocate them tours accordingly.

Their specific expertise will provide you with a greater insight into

the history,culture and customs of each region we explore.As true

professionals they are passionate about their destinations and

thrive on our unique itineraries which enable them to provide you

with a much more in depth touring experience.

As our tours have been specifically designed for Australian and

New Zealand travellers commentary throughout our tours is

always only in English.

More space on the Coach
As a rule, we use first class, full sized coaches, usually with an

onboard toilet. These coaches will generally have a maximum of

40 - 47 seats. In 2012 the average number of passengers we

carried on our Christmas programmes was 34. Using that fact as

a rough guideline, you can safely presume there will usually

be a number of spare seats available plus a better, less

crowded atmosphere onboard.This greatly benefits those of you

who occasionally desire some additional privacy, personal

independence or that essential extra “elbow room”. On occasion

coaches may also be customized to offer between two and four

sets of tables offering extra personal space and comfort.

You can be assured that Albatross Tours’

coaches will always be modern,

comfortable and first class.

Albatross Travellers at Tegelberg – image courtesy of Peta Coles



Frequent Traveller Discount
Have you travelled with us before on one of our Christmas,

ANZAC or European Summer tours? If so, we look forward to

welcoming you back and would like to offer you a Frequent

Traveller discount of $100 per person off the price of any of our

2013 European Christmas and New Year tours.

Booking 2 tours together?
If you have not travelled with us before and you book any two

different Albatross tours from our 2013 European Christmas and

New Year touring programme, our $100 per person Frequent

Traveller discount will be applied to the price of your second tour.

Triple Room Discount
When 3 adults are sharing a room the 3rd person receives a 10%

triple share discount.Children aged 11 years or under at the date

of tour departure receive a 30% discount when sharing a room

with two adults.

Travelling as a Small Group?
If you are travelling in a small group of 6 – 9 people on one of our

2013 European Christmas and New Year Tours, and you book these

tours at the same time,you and your group members are eligible to

receive a $100 per person discount off the price of your tour.Group

sizes of 10 or more people attract larger discounts.*

Twin Share Guaranteed Match
Individual passengers can request us to match them in a twin

share room with another individual of the same sex. Should a

match not be offered you will stay in a single room and the single

supplement will not be charged.

Larger Single Rooms – Excellent Value
Around 80% of all hotels that we use for our 2013 European

Christmas and New Year tours have upgraded our single rooms

to double rooms (for single use). Considering this, you can see

what excellent value our single supplements represent.

The Albatross Tours Currency Guarantee
Once you have booked and deposited your tour, you can rest

easy as we guarantee that if the value of the Australian dollar

drops, your tour price will not go up.

*Small group discounts can not be claimed in addition to any ‘Frequent Traveller’ discount offers. All discount offers apply to our 2013 European Christmas and
New Year Tours and are not applicable to any additional pre or post tour hotel accommodation booked.Albatross Tours reserve the right to at any time withdraw
or amend any or all of the discounts and special offers featured on this page.

Albatross Australia was established in 1995 as a division of

the award winning The Albatross Group. Our sole focus is

the design, creation and operation of escorted European

tours. As a global company we handle in excess of 4,000

European tour groups every year. Our vast expertise,

focused only on Europe, means that we provide you with a

better and more fulfilling European touring experience.

Our guaranteed group departures are our commitment to you

If you book and deposit on any of our tours, as long as there are seven or more people travelling

on your designated group departure, we guarantee it will travel. This is Albatross Tours’ commitment to you. How

valuable is this commitment? Please do ask your travel agent – they will be able to explain the importance of guaranteed

group departures. (See Booking Conditions on page 77)
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saveBook with confidence and save!

Rest assured you are in experienced hands

Discounts and Savings
Image courtesy of Peta Coles
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Pre-Christmas Tour
A Christmas Markets tour! This tour is perfect for anyone visiting Continental Europe

in the festive weeks before Christmas.Throughout December,towns and villages stir

in anticipation of the festivities ahead, and the old medieval squares become filled

with fabulous Christmas markets.

Frankfurt Christmas Markets



DAY 1 - 8 DECEMBER FRANKFURT

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Frankfurt. There is so

much to see and do in the city centre. Dinner tonight is included in your

hotel, but first enjoy a welcome drink.This is an ideal chance to meet your

fellow travellers. (D)

Your Frankfurt Hotel – The Hilton Frankfurt. This First Class hotel is in a superb

location near the city centre. All rooms have private facilities, telephone, TV,

mini bar, hair dryer etc.

DAY 2 - 9 DECEMBER ROTHENBURG O.D.T.

We arrive into the Baroque city of Wurzburg, starting point of the

Romantic Road, mid morning. You will have plenty of free time in the

Altstadt (old town). Make a point of strolling over the old bridge lined

with Christmas market stalls. We arrive mid afternoon in nearby

Rothenburg…the finest medieval city in all Europe. The rest of the

afternoon is free to enjoy the delightful cobble-stoned streets, ramparts

and turrets of picture-postcard Rothenburg. Make a point of walking

through the famous 'Christmas Shop' known for its stunning displays.The

Christmas Markets, set in the narrow alleys are perhaps the quaintest you

will ever see. This evening, after dinner in your hotel, we have included a

special treat - a torchlight tour with the Night Watchman through the

beautifully preserved ramparts and winding streets. (B, D)

Your Rothenburg Hotel - Tilman Riemenschneider. This splendid old half

timbered hotel is superbly located inside the old medieval walls barely 50

paces from the central market square. The hotel offers restaurants

traditionally decorated with original paintings and wooden carvings and

rooms with individually painted alpine-inspired furniture, private facilities,

cable TV and hair dryers. On the Web? Have a look at the hotel on

http://www.tilman-riemenschneider.de

German & Austrian Christmas Markets
10 Festive Days – Frankfurt to Munich – Escorted Tour

Albatross gives you more…

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Savour the fabulous Christmas Markets in Frankfurt,

Rothenburg,Wurzburg, Bamberg, Nurnberg, Innsbruck,

Salzburg, Munich and Füssen

Stay 2 nights in the cobble stoned streets of Rothenburg barely

50 metres from perhaps the most romantic of all Christmas

Markets and enjoy a Nightwatchman walking tour

Visit the baroque town of Wurzburg, starting point of the

‘Romantic Road’plus ancient Nurnberg,World Heritage listed

Bamberg and Munich

Explore medieval Innsbruck and see the Golden Roof

surrounded by wonderful Christmas Markets

Relax over 3 nights in the Passion Play town of Oberammergau,

visit the famous Passion Play Theatre, and experience the

incredible funicular and cable car rides up to the summit of the

massive Zugspitze mountain and take in the views across 400

snow covered mountain peaks

Stay 2 nights in the centre of Salzburg and enjoy a walking tour

of the old town through to the Christmas Markets

Ride on a horse drawn buggy up to Neuschwanstein Castle, visit

extravagant Linderhof Palace and explore picturesque Füssen

Salzburg Christmas Market - courtesy Salzburg Tourism

Less time on coaches,
average 129 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $900 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference
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DAY 3 - 10 DECEMBER ROTHENBURG O.D.T.

We have included a full day excursion. First stop is the nearby World

Heritage city of Bamberg which boasts hundreds of buildings, mansions

and palaces displaying the various stages of architecture dating back

1,000 years. Famous for its unique ‘smoked’ beer and antique shops -

Bamberg is one of Germany’s best kept secrets. In the afternoon we

continue to the massive stone towers and gates of medieval Nurnberg.

Once the setting for enormous Nazi rallies and the War Crimes trials,

Nurnberg now boasts extensive pedestrian walkways and the most

splendid Christmas Markets in Europe.This huge market has a unique law

that only traditional Christmas artifacts are allowed for sale. As dusk

approaches the music and singing, Christmas lights and smell of mulled

wine and roasting sausages, chestnuts and sweets fill the air.Fantastic! We

return to Rothenburg early evening. (Note due to the late afternoon

snacks you are bound to indulge in at the Nurnberg markets we have not

included dinner this evening). If you are still hungry there are numerous

delightful restaurants all around your hotel. (B)

DAY 4 - 11 DECEMBER BAVARIAN ALPS - OBERAMMERGAU

Travelling south we reach Bavaria late morning and spend lunchtime at the

beginning of the Romantic Road – in the town of Fussen.Take time to walk

through the very picturesque and historic part of the town with its

Christmas decorations, markets and shops. Our afternoon visit is to the

nearby village of Hohenschwangau where we have included coffee and

cake before climbing aboard a horse and buggy ride up through the

wooded road to visit one of the most inspiring and famous castles in the

world –‘Mad’King Ludwig’s romantic Neuschwanstein Castle.At the Castle

you will enjoy a guided tour inside the King’s apartments, staterooms, halls

and throne room all reminiscent of a Wagner operatic saga. Later we

continue to the historic village of Oberammergau – famed for its ‘Passion

Play’performances which have been staged every 10 years since the 1600’s.

Oberammergau is set in the picturesque Ammer Valley beneath snow

capped mountains.The town itself is also famous for its beautifully painted

houses and chalets. (B,D)

Your Bavarian Christmas Hotel - Parkhotel Sonnenhof. This award winning,

family run hotel is built in the wooden Alpine style and is located within an

easy walking distance of both the centre of town and the mountain lifts.

Classed as a superior 3 star hotel, you will be delighted by the wooden

panelling, décor and furnishings, restaurant, welcoming bar and spacious

bedrooms. The service and food is excellent. See their website on

www.parkhotel-sonnenhof.de

DAY 5 - 12 DECEMBER BAVARIAN ALPS - OBERAMMERGAU

Driving nearby to Garmisch-Partenkirchen we board a funicular train

which takes us across snow laden fields to the base of the mighty

Zugspitze. At this point the train enters the mountain and tunnels its way

up to Zugspitzeplatt station at an altitude of 2,600 metres. Here you can

be entertained by the alpine hustle and bustle and marvel at the acrobatic

stunts of the free skiers and snowboarders in Terrain Park Zugspitze.There

is also a marvelous SonnAlpin Glacier Restaurant to enjoy a relaxing

brunch. Later we will catch the cable car to the summit of the Zugspitze

mountain, Germany’s highest peak. At an altitude of nearly 3,000 metres

the views are quite stupendous. Take in the unmatched 360° panorama

with a view of more than 400 peaks in Austria, Italy, Switzerland and

Germany, or enjoy lunch in the Gipfelalm rustic summit lodge. We then

catch the Eibsee cable car all the way down to the lakeside where our

coach meets us and takes us back to our hotel. (B, D)

DAY 6 - 13 DECEMBER BAVARIAN ALPS - OBERAMMERGAU

This morning we visit nearby Linderhof for a guided tour of the extravagant

French Rococo Palace – yet another of King Ludwig’s amazing creations.

Later we stop at Kloster Ettal.This monastery in a lovely shaded valley dates

back over 700 years and is one of the finest examples of Rococo

architecture in existence.The rest of your afternoon is free as we return to

Oberammergau.Wander through the streets of beautifully painted houses

and chalets, and perhaps visit the Passion Play Museum. (B, D)

DAY 7 - 14 DECEMBER SALZBURG

Departing Bavaria we cross the Garmisch Pass and descend into the

spectacular Inn Valley and reach the winter resort of Innsbruck before

lunchtime.You have plenty of time to explore the delightful Old Town and

see the famous 'Golden Roof.The Christmas markets are beautifully located

Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions

Zugspitze



• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described in

the itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 9 nights selected accommodation

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Buffet breakfasts daily

• 7 evening dinners including a Farewell Dinner in a local

restaurant

• Tea and coffee with all dinners

• Local guides – Nightwatchman in Rothenburg,

Neuschwanstein Castle and Salzburg

• Entrances to Neuschwanstein and Linderhof Castles

• Welcome drink in Frankfurt

• Funicular and cable car rides up the Zugspitze, horse

and buggy ride up to Neuschwanstein Castle

Tour Inclusions

10 days only $2,789 pp twin share

Single supplement $729 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price

in the old city central square.Later we continue to Salzburg - the Baroque city

of Mozart sitting beneath its enormous Festung (Fortress) where we spend

two nights. (B, D)

Your Salzburg Hotel – The Stadtkrug Hotel.This four star hotel is located in a

quite area of the old town centre of Salzburg and just a few minutes’ walk to

all the notable sights of town.

DAY 8 - 15 DECEMBER SALZBURG

This morning we enjoy a walking tour with a local guide who will

introduce you to this enchanting city, including several locations used in

the film‘Sound of Music’.The rest of day is entirely free for you to enjoy this

marvelous city with its winding cobbled stone streets,churches,Christmas

decorations and shops – all a short walk away.Take time to visit the huge

castle for a fascinating view and don’t forget to soak up the atmosphere

of the famous Salzburg Christmas Markets. (B)

DAY 9 - 16 DECEMBER MUNICH

Travelling north we cross into Germany and arrive into Munich for our last

night together.Rebuilt since the war the central walking precinct is a mass of

people and activity.The shopping is excellent.Perhaps take lunch in one of the

numerous cafes or a giant Beer Hall? A perfect place for some Christmas

shopping (and yes there are Christmas Markets all around the oldTown Hall).

Your farewell dinner tonight will be enjoyed in a local restaurant. (B,D)

Your Munich Hotel - Maritim. This First Class elegant hotel is in a superb

location in the city centre just a few minutes from the Deutches Theatre and

the main pedestrian shopping mall.The hotel boasts excellent facilities from

the Piano Bar and restaurant to the sauna, solarium, massage, fitness centre

and indoor swimming pool.

DAY 10 - 17 DECEMBER MUNICH

Sadly your tour is now complete, and it’s time to bid farewell. Maybe you

will be joining one of our exciting Christmas tours? (B)

Why not join us for a Christmas tour?

Our exciting Christmas tours have been specially designed to start as this

Markets tour ends. See details from page 18.
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Innsbruck - courtesy of Tara Whitbread
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Christmas Breaks
Our Christmas Break tours are all 8 days in duration. The whole concept of

these programmes is to settle into one hotel for 6 or 7 nights and use this

single base for included daily excursions and activities. All breakfasts, dinners

and special Christmas meals are included. This ‘stay put’ style of touring is

particularly family friendly.

Austria in Winter



The concept of this tour
Unlike all the other programmes in this brochure this is not an escorted

tour. It doesn’t need to be.It has been specifically designed with individual

flexibility in mind and includes travel on the incredibly reliable and

comprehensive Swiss Rail system.

Choose from 2 Hotels
We offer you the choice of staying in either of two superb hotels - the

Hotel Alpenblick in the village of Wilderswil or the Hotel Oberland in the

village of Lauterbrunnen. See next page for hotel details.

Swiss Christmas Break
8 Wonderful Days – Zurich to Zurich – Non-Escorted Stay

Celebrate Christmas over 7 nights in your choice of hotel in

the heart of the magnificent Bernese Oberland

Excellent touring programme using the wonderful Swiss

rail system – come and go as you wish

Versatility - you can start and end this tour from any point

within Switzerland or any border point

Ride in the Brunig Panoramic Express beside Lake Brienz,

past Meiringen to lovely Luzern

Visit the Christmas Markets in the cobbled stone squares

of medieval Berne

Travel through the soaring snow covered Alps on the

Salon Bleu and Crystal Panoramic express trains past

Gstaad and Château-d’Oex to Montreux on Lake Geneva

See Interlaken and Lake Thun

Enjoy superb access to Switzerland’s greatest Alpine trains

and cable car rides

Daily buffet breakfasts and 4-course dinners are included

Albatross gives you more…

More sightseeing
time. Scenic train
rides included.

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

All breakfasts and
dinners included

The Albatross Difference

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�
�

Jungfrau - image courtesy of Nathan Piesse
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DAY 1 - 21 DECEMBER

TO YOUR SWISS CHRISTMAS HOTEL

On arrival into Switzerland we have included rail transfers from Zurich, or

any point in the country, to your Christmas hotel where you will stay the

next seven nights. Buffet breakfasts and four course evening dinners are

included each day. (D)

Both hotels are located in the heart of the Bernese Oberland - home to the

mighty peaks of the Jungfrau, Mönch, Eiger (of ‘The Eiger Sanction’ fame),

the Breithorn and the Schilthorn, as well as internationally known winter

resorts like Interlaken, Wengen, Grindelwald and Mürren.

DAY 2 -7 – 22 -27 DECEMBER

AT YOUR SWISS CHRISTMAS HOTEL

The alpine peaks of Switzerland are world famous and you will be staying

in the heart of this incredibly dramatic scenery.There are numerous world

class ski fields nearby and the area is littered with excellent walking

and cross country skiing trails. During your stay we have included three

exhilarating alpine excursions by train – to Luzern (on the Brünig

Panoramic Express),medieval Bern and Montreux on Lake Geneva (on the

Salon Bleu/Crystal Panoramic Express).

Nearby places of interest include Interlaken, Iseltwald, Brienz (noted for

its wood-carvings), Thun, Spiez and Meiringen (of Sherlock Holmes fame

and where the famous desert ‘meringues’originated).Your train pass also

offers fare discounts on additional train trips to these places plus various

special scenic train rides such as the cog-railway trip up to the

Jungfraujoch – the highest rail station in Europe. At 11,000 feet high the

views are magnificent. (B, D daily)

DAY 8 - 28 DECEMBER TOUR ENDS

Sadly your Christmas Break is complete. Your train ticket allows you to

transfer to any departure point in Switzerland. Maybe you will travel to

Luzern to join one of our wonderful New Year tours? (B)

‘Abundant snow,beautiful scenery, breathtaking memories.

Our children were treated well throughout the tour. Lovely

friendly staff. A truly wonderful experience! I will never

forget.’ Rebecca

Zurich

Eiger / JungfrauLAUTERBRUNNEN

Bern

Interlaken
Thun

Meiringen

WILDERSWIL

Luzern

7
7

Montreux

SWITZERLAND

FRANCE

Overnight stays

Included excursions

Crystal Panoramic Express
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• Round trip train transfers between any point in

Switzerland and Wilderswil or Lauterbrunnen stations

• No optional excursions lists or hidden, later charged

extras

• 7 nights accommodation with private facilities in your

choice of hotel

• Buffet breakfast daily including hot and cold selections

• 4-course evening dinners

• Christmas Eve dinner, Christmas Day Lunch (Alpenblick),

Christmas Day Dinner (Oberland)

• Train excursions to Luzern, medieval Bern and to Lake

Geneva/Montreux Region on the Salon Bleu/Crystal

Panoramic Express train

• Discount pass for further train travel and mountain

excursions

Tour Inclusions

8 days only $1,599 pp twin share

Single supplement $140 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Child discounts apply to 15 years and under

Tour Price

Choice 1 - The Hotel Alpenblick in Wilderswil
The small community of Wilderswil is typical of a Swiss rural village.Located

700 metres from Wilderswil railway station and only 3 kilometres from

Interlaken, you have quick and easy access for all your included train

excursions. With a history dating back 400 years, the Alpenblick has been

in the Stöckli family for two generations and is now looked after by Richard

Stöckli and his wife Yvonne.Richard himself oversees the hotel kitchen and

has gained many awards from culinary institutions, and the Gourmet à la

carte Restaurant was awarded 16 points by Gault Millau and one Michelin

star; while the hotel received an award as one of the 25 best three-star

holiday hotels in Switzerland.All rooms include private facilities,hair-dryer,

TV,radio and safe.The hotel has 2 dining areas,a reading room/lounge and

a cosy hotel bar. Please note the Alpenblick is a 3 storey hotel and has no lift.

Pricing based on standard economy rooms. Room upgrades available on

request subject to availability.

Choice 2 - The Hotel Oberland in Lauterbrunnen
The delightful village of Lauterbrunnen is located 15 minutes down the

train line from Wilderswil. The setting is stunning with 1,000 foot sheer

cliffs rising either side of this narrow‘valley of the waterfalls’ (these are the

cliffs that James Bond keeps leaping off when chased by the baddies).

The Oberland Hotel dates back well over 100 years and is located in the

heart of the village, 200 metres from the railway station. You will be the

guests of Ursula and Mark Nolan-von Allmen. Mark’s passion for Swiss hill

walking led him from Australia to Lauterbrunnen where he met and

married Ursula.The dining is excellent, there is a relaxing bar/café, lounge

and all rooms include private facilities, TV and radio. Please note the

Oberland is a 4 storey hotel and has no lift.

Hotel Alpenblick

Hotel Oberland

The Jungfrau Joch
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DAY 1 - 20 DECEMBER MUNICH TO KIRCHBERG

Your tour commences this morning at 10am from the Maritim Hotel in

Munich. After meeting your Tour Manager, who will be with you for the

next eight days, we drive south into the snow clad Tyrol region and

Austria's most popular winter resort of Kitzbuhel. Still retaining the

atmosphere of a Tyrolean village in its historic centre, old-style houses

with projecting gables and painted exteriors compete for attention with

shops selling Europe's most exclusive brand names.

For lunch maybe take the cable car up the Kitzbuheler Horn and visit one

of the 23 mountain restaurants. Mid afternoon we continue to Kirchberg

which will be your home over the next seven nights.Located 10 kms from

Kitzbuhel, Kirchberg is an excellent ski resort in its own right.This evening,

enjoy a welcome drink and take the opportunity to get to meet your

fellow Christmas travellers. Cold buffet breakfasts and 4 course dinners

with salad buffet and choice of menu are served daily. Highlight will be a

Christmas Eve Gala celebration dinner with live music, and Christmas Day

Turkey Dinner. (D)

Your Tyrolean Hotel – The Sonnalp Hotel. An excellent, chalet style 4 star

hotel located just on the edge of Kirchberg village. The atmosphere is

charming with that traditional Austrian wooden décor, rooms are spacious

with balconies and the dining is excellent! We have also included free access

to their excellent indoor pool, steam room and sauna. Located in a dramatic

setting of snow covered Alps - where else would you want to stay for

Christmas? For more information see http://www.hotelsonnalp.info/

index.html

DAY 2 - 21 DECEMBER KIRCHBERG

Driving over the mountains of Southern Bavaria we pass Mittenwald

and visit Linderhof Palace to take a guided tour through King Ludwig’s

Austrian Christmas Break
8 Magical days – Munich to Munich – Escorted Tour

Albatross gives you more…

The Albatross Difference

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

Celebrate Christmas over 7 nights in a first class chalet style hotel

in the enchanting Austrian Tyrol

Enjoy daily included excursions to the Christmas Markets and

wonderful towns and villages of the Tyrol and the Bavarian Alps

Visit ‘Sound of Music’Salzburg and enjoy hot chocolate and

ginger biscuits in Austria’s oldest restaurant

Explore Swarovski’s magical Crystal World and visit the famous

‘Silent Night’Chapel

Experience Christmas shopping in medieval Innsbruck and ride

on a steam train up the Ziller Valley to the chic ski resort of

Mayrhofen

Cross into the Bavarian Alps and visit Linderhof Palace, the

‘Passion Play’village of Oberammergau and the lovely Kloster

Ettal Monastery

Relax on a horse-drawn carriage ride in the Austrian countryside,

and listen to the carol singers on Christmas Day

All breakfasts, dinners, special Christmas Eve Gala dinner and

Christmas Day lunch are included.

Above Kirchberg, your Christmas Village

22

Less time on coaches,
average 139 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $800 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs
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Munich

Oberammergau

Kloster Ettal
Linderhof
Palace

Mayrhofen

Innsbruck

Salzburg

KitzbuhelJenbach

GERMANY

AUSTRIA

KIRCHBERG 7Lake Aachensee

Bavaria

The Tyrol

grand summer residence. Our next stop is the Passion Play village of

Oberammergau, with its ornately painted buildings where we have time

for lunch. In the afternoon we stop at Kloster Ettal Monastery with its

incredible painted ceilings. Dating back over 700 years this is one of the

finest examples of Rococo architecture in existence. (B, D)

DAY 3 - 22 DECEMBER KIRCHBERG

We have included a full day excursion today.En route to Salzburg our first

stop is at the nearby village of Oberndorf where we visit the famous‘Silent

Night Chapel’on the site the Christmas carol was first performed.We then

continue on to Salzburg – the Baroque city of Mozart sitting beneath its

enormous Festung (Fortess). A walking city tour with an expert local

guide will introduce you to this enchanting city, including several

locations used in the film 'Sound of Music'. As a finale you will assemble

amongst the fir trees in the small stone courtyard of the St Peter's Keller,

dating back to the 1500's and Salzburg's oldest restaurant, for some hot

chocolate and biscuits. The rest of the day is free to enjoy the city. The

huge castle makes a fascinating visit and don't forget to soak up the

atmosphere of the famous Salzburg Christmas Markets. (B, D)

DAY 4 - 23 DECEMBER KIRCHBERG

Following the spectacular Inn Valley to Wattens we visit the Swarovski

‘Kristallwelten’(‘Crystal Worlds’- entrance included).Built into a small hill the

entrance is through the mouth of a Goblin with huge crystal eyes. A weird

and wonderful crystal experience lies within.Later we continue to the nearby

winter resort city of Innsbruck where we spend the rest of the day exploring

the OldTown with its famous ’Golden Roof’above the medieval town square

and delightful Christmas Markets. Time to do that last minute shopping,

indulge in the mulled wine and ginger biscuits and take in the music,

fabulously decorated trees and folklore displays. Spoil yourself with a

traditional tall aromatic coffee and a calorie-busting apfel strudel! (B, D)

DAY 5 - 24 DECEMBER KIRCHBERG

Christmas Eve - There is nothing quite like a day in the mountains! The

highlight of today will be your ride in a horse-drawn carriage through the

local countryside, suitably warmed with some mulled wine while enjoying

the dramatic,snow laden mountains and breathtaking scenery surrounding

Overnight stays

Included excursions

you.Afterwards maybe take a‘winter walk’,hire skis or a toboggan and play

in the snow. Tonight, enjoy a Christmas Eve Gala Dinner. (B, D)

DAY 6 - 25 DECEMBER KIRCHBERG

Christmas Day as it should be….in a wonderful location – relaxing, eating,

drinking and some fun in the snow! Your day is at leisure to relax and savour

the delights of Kirchberg.A two course lunch has been included today,before

enjoying a traditional Turkey roast dinner in your hotel. (B, L, D)

DAY 7 - 26 DECEMBER KIRCHBERG

Boxing Day - an exciting day! At nearby Jenbach we catch the historical

Zillertalbahn steam locomotive to the chic Ski resort of Mayrhofen. Relax

Image courtesy of Kaylene Richards

Salzburg



• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described in

the itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach for excursions and touring

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 7 nights in the delightful Sonnalp Hotel

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Buffet breakfasts daily

• 4 course dinners each evening with salad buffet

• Special Christmas Eve Gala dinner

• Welcome drink, carriage ride and hot chocolate with

ginger biscuits in Salzburg

• Local guides in Salzburg and Linderhof Palace

• Entrance to Swarovski Crystal World

• Ziller steam train ride to Mayrhofen

in the old wooden carriages as the train puffs its way up through the

conifers and snow covered meadows along the full length of the Ziller

Valley.Arriving at midday you can relax, shop and take lunch amongst the

numerous mountain view restaurants or perhaps catch the stunning cable

car ride up to the lofty heights (cable car ride not included).The views are

excellent. (B, D)

DAY 8 - 27 DECEMBER KIRCHBERG TO MUNICH

Sadly your Christmas tour is now complete, and its time to bid farewell as

we make the morning transfer to Munich to arrive around midday.Maybe

you will be joining one of our exciting New Year programmes which start

in Luzern, Switzerland. (B)

Why not join us for New Year in Switzerland,
Bavaria, Italy, Salzburg, Paris or London?

Our 6 exciting New Year tours have been specially designed to start as

this Christmas tour ends. See pages 60-72.

Tour Inclusions

8 days only $2,099 pp twin share

Single supplement $279 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price

Kloster Ettal

‘Overall a magnificent tour! The beautiful village of Kirchberg

and the magnificent drives through the Alps were highlights

in themselves. A friend recommended Albatross to us and

she was so right – great value for money! We hope to do it

again one day with extended family.‘ Linley
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DAY 1 - 21 DECEMBER FRANKFURT

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Frankfurt. There is so

much to see and do in the city centre. Dinner tonight in included in your

hotel but first, enjoy a welcome drink.This is an ideal chance to meet your

fellow travellers. (D)

Your Frankfurt Hotel – The Hilton Frankfurt. This First Class hotel is in a superb

location near the city centre. All rooms have private facilities, telephone, TV,

mini bar, hair dryer etc.

DAY 2 - 22 DECEMBER HORNBERG

The ancient university town of Heidelberg is only an hour’s drive away.

Set in the wooded Neckar Valley, with its twin-towered bridge and red

sandstone castle, we spend the morning here. Moving on to Stuttgart we

enjoy a brief city orientation tour before having free time in one of the

most beautiful and largest Christmas Markets in Europe. With 200

delightfully decorated stands the "fairytale land" on Schlossplatz form a

fabulous Christmas setting. In front of the ‘New Palace” there is also an

open air skating rink. Late afternoon we drive deep into the Black Forest

to the village of Hornberg where we stay for the next six nights over

Christmas. During your stay all breakfasts and dinners are included and

there is also Turkey lunch on Christmas Day. (B, D)

Your Black Forest Hotel – Hotel Schloss Hornberg. Enjoy the 900 years of

history surrounding your little ‘schloss’ (stately home) which boasts Black

Forest traditions and culinary delights (technically ‘schloss’ can mean palace

or castle however the Hornberg is better described as a stately home or

mansion).Situated in a beautiful park above the valley in the heart of the

Black Forest, this location makes an excellent base for all of our included

excursions to the surrounding areas. This traditional hotel has a 3 star

classification and all guestrooms are fitted with bath/showers, radio,

telephones and satellite television. Please note the Hornberg Hotel has no lift

German Christmas Break
8 Delightful Days – Frankfurt to Luzern – Escorted Tour

Albatross gives you more…

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Celebrate Christmas over 6 nights in the heart of the Black Forest

Enjoy daily included excursions to the Christmas Markets and

towns of the Black Forest and the French Alsace

Take in the medieval towns of Heidelberg, Freiburg and the

enormous Stuttgart Christmas Markets

Visit the Schwarzwald Museum in Triberg – capital of the

Black Forest

Cross into the Alsace region of France and cruise on the canals

of Strasbourg before exploring the wonderful Christmas Markets

in the cobbled stone town centre

See the world’s biggest advent calendar in Gengenbach’s

glorious Christmas market and enjoy a special ‘dress up’

Medieval Banquet

Explore the massive Hohenzollern Castle and see beautiful

Lake Titisee

Travel on the Black Forest High Road, relax on a horse drawn

carriage ride and witness the Hornberger shooting – an annual

historical re-enactment

All breakfasts and dinners are included

Gengenbach Town Hall Advent Calender - image courtesy of GNTBKeute,Jochen

Less time on coaches,
average 145 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $800 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference
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Hohenzollern Castle

HORNBERG

1

6

Feldberg

Gengenbach

however our rooms will be located on floors 1 and 2. The hotel web site is

written in German but you still may wish to have a look. Go to www.schloss-

hornberg.de

DAY 3 - 23 DECEMBER HORNBERG

After a leisurely departure this morning we cross the River Rhine and enter

France to visit Strasbourg. A local guide will join us to bring to life this

historic medieval town. We have also included a delightful canal boat

cruise.The rest of the day is free to explore the old town. Retaining its old

world charm there are 3 bridges spanning the River Ill, massive fortified

towers and the pedestrian streets. The Christmas Markets around the

Place de la Cathédrale and Place Broglie are beautifully decorated and a

delight.This traditional Christmas Market,which dates back to 1570, is one

of the oldest and finest, and boasts one of the highest Christmas trees in

Europe. Time to do that last minute shopping, indulge in the mulled

wine, ginger biscuits and ‘Bredele’ (small Alsatian biscuits), take in the

music, fabulously decorated trees and folklore displays. Late afternoon

we cross back into Germany and make a very special stop in the picture

postcard village of Gengenbach. The ornate Christmas markets are

set in the old town centre which dates back hundreds of years. Behind

the giant Christmas tree the beautiful 18th century town hall becomes

the largest advent calendar in the world. Our visit is timed so we are in

the markets after dusk as the advent calendar window is opened in

celebration. (B, D)

DAY 4 - 24 DECEMBER HORNBERG

Christmas Eve – An exciting day as we drive through the conifers and

snow covered meadows to reach beautiful Lake Titisee for a morning

break. Later we will continue to the Black Forest’s highest ski resort at

Feldberg, for lunchtime. Time to maybe enjoy a chair lift ride up to a

mountain restaurant and take in the views or just have some fun in the

snow.This afternoon, back at your hotel, we have included afternoon tea

with Christmas biscuits and later this evening relax and enjoy our

traditional festive Christmas Eve dinner. (B, D)

DAY 5 - 25 DECEMBER HORNBERG

Christmas Day as it should be…in a wonderful location - relaxing, eating,

drinking and definitely no Indiana Jones repeats or visits from long, lost

relatives! This is a day to relax and savour the delights of the valley you

are staying in. Nearby you will find numerous hiking paths and walkways

to enjoy. Remember to gather together for Christmas Day Turkey Lunch

and the Hornberger shooting. This historical re-enactment provides

insight into the local event which took place in 1576, hold onto your hot

punch when the cannon goes off! (B, L, D)

DAY 6 - 26 DECEMBER HORNBERG

Boxing Day – We have included a glorious visit to Hohenzollern Castle

with its many towers and turrets which are surrounded by ramps and

fortifications. The castle rises majestically from atop an 855 metre high

mountain overlooking the Swabian Alb (Highlands). We will use a local

shuttle bus to travel up the wooded road from the coach park to the

castle.This afternoon we continue to Triberg area to visit the Schwarzwald

museum (Black Forest Museum) with its 18 rooms displaying the unique

lifestyles, furniture and traditions of the Black Forest. Early evening we

have also included a torchlight walk with cookies and glühwein (mulled

wine). (B, D)

Hornberg, your Christmas village, view from hotel terrace -image courtesy of Rebecca Wrangell

Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions



• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described in

the itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach for excursions and touring

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 7 nights accommodation

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Buffet breakfasts daily

• Christmas Turkey lunch

• Dinners each evening including a Farewell Medieval

Banquet

• Tea, coffee and water with all dinners

• Welcome drink in Frankfurt and Hornberg, torchlight

walk with mulled wine, afternoon tea and cakes

• Local guides in Triberg, Freiburg, Strasbourg and

Hohenzollern Castle

• Entrances to Hohenzollern Castle and the Schwarzald

Museum

• Horse drawn carriage ride, Canal cruise in Strasbourg

• Historical re-enactment of the Hornberger shooting

with hot punch

Tour Inclusions

8 days only $2,169 pp twin share

Single supplement $429 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price

DAY 7 - 27 DECEMBER HORNBERG

This morning we are joined by our local guide when we visit the capital of

the Black Forest – the Gothic city of Freiburg.Sensitively restored,Freiburg

is one of the most charming German cities located where the Black Forest

meets the Rhine plain. Arcaded shopping streets and little streams lead

through the old town to its great Gothic Münster with a splendid tower

and richly decorated interior. At dusk we enjoy our horse drawn carriage

ride near our hotel and later we indulge in our farewell Medieval Banquet

in the cellars of the Schloss. (B, D)

DAY 8 - 28 DECEMBER LUZERN

Sadly your Christmas tour is now complete, and its time to bid farewell as

we make the morning transfer via Zurich Airport to arrive late morning

and then onto Luzern. Maybe you will be joining one of our exciting New

Year programmes which start in Luzern today. (B)

Why not join us for New Year in Switzerland,
Bavaria, Italy, Salzburg, Paris or London?

Our 6 exciting New Year tours have been specially designed to start as

this Christmas tour ends. S e pages 60-72.

‘Our German Christmas Break with Albatross Tours was a five

star holiday in every respect.The standard of our guide was

of the highest with his knowledge of the regions through to

his caring and professional gestures.Our coach driver was a

safe and confident driver and the accommodation and food

in all of our stops was first class.‘ Julie & Gary

Hohenzollern Castle
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Christmas Tours
On each of our specially crafted ChristmasTours we emphasize a more leisurely,sensible

pace.Generally starting with in-depth visits to the more major cities,we then escape to

the snow clad mountains to stay 3, 4 or even 5 nights over Christmas in nostalgic,

selected (first class) smaller hotels. From here we enjoy included daily excursions to

local picturesque towns and villages, Christmas Markets, monasteries and castles.

Neuschwanstein Castle
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DAY 1 - 19 DECEMBER FRANKFURT

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Frankfurt. There is so

much to see and do in the city centre. Dinner tonight is included in your

hotel but first, enjoy a welcome drink.This is an ideal chance to meet your

fellow travellers. (D)

Your Frankfurt Hotel – The Hilton Frankfurt. This First Class hotel is in a superb

location near the city centre.All rooms have private facilities,telephone,TV,mini

bar, hair dryer etc.

DAY 2 - 20 DECEMBER ROTHENBURG O.D.T.

We soon reach the Baroque city of Wurzburg, starting point of the

Romantic Road, to explore the Altstadt (old town) with its Christmas

markets scattered amongst the historic buildings. We then continue to

nearby Rothenburg, possibly the finest medieval city in all Europe, where

we stay two nights.

Your afternoon is free to enjoy the delightful cobbled stone streets,

ramparts and turrets of picture perfect Rothenburg. Make a point of

walking through the famous 'Christmas Shop' known for its stunning

displays. The Christmas Markets, set in the narrow alleys, 50 yards from

your hotel, are perhaps the quaintest you will ever see.This evening, after

dinner in your hotel, we have included a special treat - a torchlight tour

with the Night Watchman through the beautifully preserved ramparts

and winding streets. (B, D)

Your Rothenburg Hotel - Tilman Riemenschneider. This splendid old half

timbered hotel is superbly located inside the old medieval walls barely 50 paces

from the central market square. The hotel offers restaurants traditionally

decorated with original paintings and wooden carvings and rooms with

individually painted alpine-inspired furniture, private facilities, cable TV and

hair dryers. On the Web? Have a look at the hotel on http://www.tilman-

riemenschneider.de

German Fairytale Christmas
10 Romantic Days – Frankfurt to Luzern – Escorted Tour

Albatross gives you more…

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

Celebrate Christmas over 5 nights in the tiny Bavarian village of

Hohenschwangau nestled beneath Ludwig's 'Fairytale Castle’

Savour the fabulous Christmas Markets in Frankfurt, Rothenburg,

Wurzburg, Bamberg, Nurnberg, Munich and Füssen

Enjoy a Christmas Eve lunch overlooking Lake Hopfensee, a

traditional Christmas Eve dinner with a glass of Champagne,

Christmas Day lunch, a lunch in the Bleckenau Royal Hunting

Lodge, a ‘farewell to Bavaria’dinner and a dinner and Swiss

Folklore Show in Luzern’s Stadtkeller

Stay 2 nights in the cobble stoned streets of Rothenburg barely

100 metres from perhaps the most romantic of all Christmas

Markets and enjoy a Nightwatchman walking tour

Visit the baroque Wurzburg, starting point of the ‘Romantic Road’

plus Nurnberg,World Heritage listed Bamberg and Munich

Explore picturesque Füssen, take the Tegelberg Cable Car high up

the mountains and relax on a horse drawn carriage ride

Enjoy a horse and buggy ride up to Neuschwanstein Castle plus

visit Hohenschwangau Castle and extravagant Linderhof Palace

Enjoy a farewell night in the lovely lakeside town of Luzern

Hohenschwangau - image courtesy of Harry Smith

Less time on coaches,
average 127 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $1,200 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference
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DAY 3 - 21 DECEMBER ROTHENBURG O.D.T.

We have included a full day excursion.First stop is the nearby World Heritage

city of Bamberg which boasts hundreds of buildings,mansions and palaces

displaying the various stages of architecture dating back 1,000 years.

Famous for its unique‘smoked’beer and antique shops - Bamberg is one of

Germany’s best kept secrets. In the afternoon we continue to the massive

stone towers and gates of medieval Nurnberg. Once the setting for

enormous Nazi rallies and the War Crimes trials, Nurnberg now boasts

extensive pedestrian walkways and the most splendid Christmas Markets in

Europe.This huge market has a unique law that only traditional Christmas

artefacts are allowed for sale. As dusk approaches the music and singing,

Christmas lights and smell of mulled wine and roasting sausages,chestnuts

and sweets fill the air.Fantastic! We return to Rothenburg early evening. (B)

DAY 4 - 22 DECEMBER BAVARIAN ALPS

Travelling south we reach Munich, capital of Bavaria, late morning. Rebuilt

since the war, the central walking precinct is a mass of people and activity.

The shopping is excellent. Perhaps take lunch in one of the numerous cafes

or a giant Beer Hall? A perfect place for some final Christmas shopping (and

yes there are Christmas Markets all around the old Town Hall).Mid afternoon

we drive on to the mountains and our Christmas hotel where we stay the next

five nights. What a setting for your Christmas stay in the tiny village of

Hohenschwangau. On one hill overlooking the village you have the neo-

Gothic Castle of Hohenschwangau and on the other side above the village is

a wooded mountain spur and Neuschwanstein - the Fairytale Castle of‘mad’

King Ludwig.To complete the picture there’s a beautiful lake not far from the

hotel doorstep.All dinners,including traditional Christmas Eve dinner,farewell

dinner,and three lunches are included over the next five nights. (B,D)

Your Bavarian Christmas Hotel - The Hotel Müller.Your First Class hotel is in the

most enchanting of settings. Old-style wood panelling, octagonal restaurant

and Wintergarden both with castle views, verandah with open fireplace and

views of Castle Hohenschwangau,Coachman’s Room,cocktail lounge - the list

goes on. Rooms have private facilities, telephone,TV. On the Web? Have a look

at the hotel on http://www.hotelmueller.de/indexen.htm

DAY 5 - 23 DECEMBER BAVARIAN ALPS

What better way to start the day than a horse and buggy ride up through the

wooded road to visit Neuschwanstein Castle. On arrival you will enjoy a

guided tour inside the King’s apartments,staterooms,halls and throne room

all reminiscent of a Wagner operatic saga. Later we drive up into the

mountains to have lunch in the former Royal Hunting Lodge at Bleckenau.In

the afternoon we will also visit the neo-Gothic Hohenschwangau Castle.Rich

in history,you will find the interior typical of the Castles of the Knights of the

Middle Ages, with its 'Hall of Heroes', paintings and suits of armour. (B, L, D)

DAY 6 - 24 DECEMBER BAVARIAN ALPS

We spend the morning at the beginning of the Romantic Road - in the town

of Füssen.Take time to walk through the very picturesque and historic part

of the town with its Christmas decorations and shops. (Shops open until

lunchtime). Nearby Hopfen, where we take lunch, is actually part of Füssen

and on the Lake Hopfensee. Perhaps take a walk along the lakeside, the

views of the mountains are excellent.We return to your hotel mid afternoon

and give you ample time to be ready for a special evening.The warm glow

will continue - Bavarian Style - as you enjoy a glass of champagne with your

hosts and a traditional festive Christmas Eve dinner with music. (B, L, D)

Image courtesy of Colin Pieper

Your Christmas Hotel – The Muller

Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions



• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described in

the itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 9 nights selected accommodation

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Buffet breakfasts daily

• 3 lunches including Christmas Turkey lunch

• 8 evening dinners including a traditional Christmas Eve

Dinner with glass of champagne and music plus a

Farewell Dinner with music and drinks at the Stadtkeller

• Tea and coffee with all dinners

• Local guides – Nightwatchman in Rothenburg,

Neuschwanstein Castle

• Entrances to Neuschwanstein, Hohenschwangau and

Linderhof Castles

• Welcome drink in Frankfurt and Christmas hotels

• Carriage ride,Tegelberg cable car, horse and buggy ride

up to Neushwanstein Castle

Tour Inclusions

10 days only $3,569 pp twin share

Single supplement $889 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price

DAY 7 - 25 DECEMBER BAVARIAN ALPS

Christmas as it should be - relaxing, eating, drinking and definitely no

Indiana Jones repeats, washing up and unwelcome long-lost relatives!

Perhaps go for a walk around the lake? Highlight of the morning will be a

visit to nearby Schwangau and your ride in a horse-drawn carriage through

the local countryside. Christmas lunch will be taken in the hotel and later

in the afternoon we will take a cable car ride up to Tegelberg to take in the

excellent views down onto the Fairytale Castle, Hohenschwangau Castle

and your hotel far below.Time to take those‘perfect’photo shots. (B, L, D)

DAY 8 - 26 DECEMBER BAVARIAN ALPS

A day in the mountains with Rococo! Our first stop this morning is at the

richly decorated Wieskirche (Church in the Meadows) with its incredible

painted ceilings. Later we drive through the Passion Play village of

Oberammergau and stop at Kloster Ettal.This monastery in a lovely shaded

valley dates back over 700 years and is one of the finest examples of Rococo

architecture in existence. In the afternoon we return via nearby Linderhof,

an extravagant French Rococo Palace - yet another of King Ludwig's

amazing creations (entrances all included). And tonight, back at our hotel,

we enjoy our "Farewell to Bavaria" dinner. (B, D)

DAY 9 - 27 DECEMBER LUZERN

Driving across the mountains and valleys of Western Austria we soon reach

the city of Vaduz, capital of the Principality of Liechtenstein, a tiny country

on the border of Switzerland. Soon afterwards we head into Switzerland

and spend the afternoon in the lovely lakeside town of Luzern with its

covered wooden bridges. Your farewell dinner tonight promises to be an

unforgettable experience as we dine in a local Swiss Restaurant. Relax and

soak up the unique atmosphere as you enjoy traditional Swiss fare and a

Folklore show. (B, D)

Your Luzern Hotel - Hotel Schweizerhof. This 5 star hotel located on the

banks of the Lake, in the heart of Luzern's old town, is one of Switzerland's

finest hotels. The stunning interior reflects the brilliance of the grand era

of the 19th Century. You will be charmed by the rooms which are discreetly

elegant whilst being equipped with all the modern facilities required to ensure

your comfort.

DAY 10 - 28 DECEMBER LUZERN

Sadly your Christmas tour is now complete, and it’s time to bid farewell.

Maybe you will be joining one of our exciting New Year programmes. (B)

Why not join us for New Year in Switzerland,
Bavaria, Italy, Salzburg, Paris or London?
Our 6 exciting New Year tours have been specially designed to start as

this Christmas tour ends. See pages 60-72.

‘What a fantastic tour with a great mix of people. Albatross

you are to be congratulated on your itinerary, choice of

towns, hotels and restaurants. And yes there was snow, so

we enjoyed snow ball fights, toboggan rides and built a

snowman.We travelled in a brand new Mercedes coach with

our very helpful driver. Nothing was too much trouble for

our wonderful tour leader - always checking on everyone

and very knowledgeable on the countries visited, people

and history.‘ Brian & Marlene

Frankfurt Christmas Markets
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DAY 1 - 19 DECEMBER VIENNA

Your tour commences this evening in the Imperial city of Vienna.If you have

arrived today on your international flight, experience tells us it is best to

keep active through this afternoon and Vienna is such a wonderful city at

this time of year with so much to see and do. Dinner tonight is included in

your hotel, but first enjoy a welcome drink.This is an ideal chance to meet

and know your fellow Christmas travellers. (D)

Your Vienna Hotel - Hotel Stefanie. Originally dating back over 450 years, the

current building is a charming, traditional First Class Viennese-style hotel.The

Stefanie is perfectly located in the heart of Vienna near the Danube Canal and

within easy reach of the Opera,St Stephen’s Cathedral and the pedestrian mall.

Your hotel offers 130 rooms with very tasteful décor, private facilities,TV, radio

and hairdryer with an excellent restaurant and bar.

DAY 2 - 20 DECEMBER VIENNA

Our panoramic city tour this morning will bring to life all the sights,gardens

and monuments of this Imperial City, from the State Opera House and the

Hofburg Palace to the spire of St. Stephen's Cathedral. Later we take a

delightful drive winding up through the Vienna Woods to the ‘Hellental’

where we take a privately-guided tour through the Heiligenkreuz

Monastery.We also visit the memorial Chapel in Mayerling before heading

back to the old city for lunchtime.This afternoon we have included entrance

and a guided tour through the State Apartments of the magnificent Royal

summer residence – the Schönbrunn Palace.We have timed this day so that

it is dusk when you complete the Palace tour – perfect for the Christmas

Markets in the main courtyard.This evening is at leisure. (B)

DAY 3 - 21 DECEMBER VIENNA

Your day is completely free.Relax and enjoy this enchanting city of museums

and style.Christmas shopping? Try the excellent Christmas Markets outside

the Town Hall where you will find mulled wine, ginger biscuits, music,

fabulously decorated trees and folklore displays.You simply must indulge in

Albatross gives you more…

Less time on coaches,
average 112 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $1,200 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference
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Celebrate Christmas over 4 nights in Leogang village in an 800

year old coaching Inn with festive drinks in the Samerstall

stables and a horse drawn carriage ride on Christmas Day

Savour the fabulous Christmas Markets in Vienna, Salzburg,

Innsbruck and in the grounds of the delightful Schönbrunn

Palace at dusk

Enjoy a traditional Christmas Eve dinner,Turkey lunch on

Christmas Day, a feature dinner in the centuries old

Griechenbeisl Inn,Vienna and a farewell dinner and Swiss

Folklore Show in Luzern’s Stadtkeller

Stay 3 nights in glorious Vienna and explore the Vienna Woods

visiting the Heiligenkreuz Monastery and Mayerling Chapel

Be guided through the staterooms of the magnificent

Schönbrunn Palace and astonishing Melk Abbey on the Danube

Visit baroque Salzburg, enjoy hot chocolate and biscuits in

Austria’s oldest restaurant, visit the Silent Night Chapel,

Kitzbuhel and Zell-am-See

Stay in the winter resort of Innsbruck and take in the Swarovski

Crystal Worlds experience

Enjoy a farewell night in the lovely lakeside town of Luzern

Austrian White Christmas
10 Stunning Days – Vienna to Luzern – Escorted Tour

Leogang – Your Christmas Village

32



33

AUSTRIA

GERMANY

ITALY
SWITZERLAND

Zurich

LUZERN

Zell-am-See

Melk

LEOGANG
Kitzbuhel

Mondsee

Salzburg

INNSBRUCK

Rattenberg

Vaduz

3

4

1

1

VIENNA

the world of the traditional Viennese coffee houses. How about a tall

aromatic coffee and a calorie-busting apfel strudel? Maybe a rich chocolate

torten cake? Mmmm! Dinner tonight (included) is a special welcome treat as

we have reserved tables at the nearby Griechenbeisl Inn. A 'mere’500 years

old this beautifully preserved Inn has been a social gathering point of so

many famous historical figures from Beethoven and Schubert toWagner and

Mark Twain (who have autographed the walls!) (B, D)

DAY 4 - 22 DECEMBER LEOGANG IN SALZBURGERLAND

Joining the Danube at Melk we have included entrance and a privately

guided tour through the enormous Melk Monastery – an astonishing

Baroque creation.Later we continue to the Salzkammergut – a land of clear

alpine air and blue mountain lakes which formed the stunning back drop

to the famous film the 'Sound of Music'. We stop here in the village of

Mondsee, on Lake Mondsee, for a relaxing lunchtime and to visit the film's

'wedding church'. In the afternoon we drive deep into the Salzburgerland

Mountains to Leogang – a picturesque little village near to Zell-am-See – for

a truly festive Christmas. After a welcome drink on arrival you will stay four

nights here. All dinners,traditional Christmas Eve dinner plus Christmas Day

turkey lunch are included. (B, D)

Your Leogang Hotel - the Landhotel Kirchenwirt. Traditions are important in

this beautiful family owned hotel! They should be - as it dates back to the 13th

century! The old walls of the Samerstall stable and vaulted ceiling have even

sheltered Emperors and Kings in days gone by. This cosy hotel offers quality,

personal service and excellent cuisine. Your hosts - the Unterrainer family -

ensure the perfect ambience for your festive stay.

DAY 5 - 23 DECEMBER LEOGANG IN SALZBURGERLAND

We have included a full day excursion today. En route to Salzburg our first

stop is at the nearby village of Oberndorf where we visit the famous‘Silent

Night Chapel’ on the site the Christmas carol was first performed.We then

continue on to Salzburg – the Baroque city of Mozart sitting beneath its

enormous Festung (Fortress). A walking city tour with an expert local guide

will introduce you to this enchanting city, including several locations used

in the film 'Sound of Music'. As a finale you will assemble amongst the fir

trees in the small stone courtyard of the St Peter's Keller,dating back to the

1500's and Salzburg's oldest restaurant,for some hot chocolate and biscuits.

The rest of the day is free to enjoy the city. The huge castle makes a

fascinating visit and don't forget to soak up the atmosphere of the famous

Salzburg Christmas Markets. (B, D)

DAY 6 - 24 DECEMBER LEOGANG IN SALZBURGERLAND

There is nothing quite like a day in the mountains! First stop this morning

is the fashionable ski resort of Kitzbuhel.Dating back hundreds of years the

main streets still maintain all their old charm with beautifully painted

houses, overhanging roofs and ornate gables. Perfect for that last minute

Christmas shopping.Lunchtime we continue on through the steep hills and

mountains to the year round lake side resort of Zell-am-See. Here you may

wish to enjoy a stunning cable car ride (not included) up to the lofty heights

of the Smittenhöhe which towers 6,450 feet over the township. The view

from the top is considered one of the finest in the Alps. Later, back in the

Image courtesy of Terry Ingram

Schönbrunn Palace

Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions
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• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described

in the itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 9 nights selected accommodation

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Buffet breakfasts daily

• Turkey lunch on Christmas Day

• 7 evening dinners including the special meal at the old

Griechenbeisl Inn,Vienna, Christmas Eve Dinner and Farewell

Dinner with music and drinks at the Stadtkeller

• Tea and coffee with all dinners

• Traditional music on evenings over Christmas and story telling

• Welcome drink in Vienna and Christmas Hotels, carriage ride in

Leogang, hot chocolate and biscuits in Salzburg

• Local guides – Vienna, Heiligenkreuz Monastery,

Melk and Salzburg

• Entrances to Schonbrunn, Heiligenkreuz, Mayerling,

Melk and Swarovski Crystal World

comfort of your hotel, the warm glow will continue through this evening

as we enjoy a festive Christmas Eve dinner - Austrian-style. Later there will

be local story telling. (B, D)

DAY 7 - 25 DECEMBER LEOGANG IN SALZBURGERLAND

Christmas as it should be…in a wonderful location - relaxing, eating,

drinking and definitely no Indiana Jones repeats, washing up and

unwelcome long lost relatives! A Christmas turkey lunch is included today.

Highlight of the day will be your ride in a horse-drawn carriage through

the local countryside. In the evening you will enjoy traditional music with

dinner. (B, L, D)

DAY 8 - 26 DECEMBER INNSBRUCK

We depart our Christmas hotel and follow the spectacular Inn Valley.We will

soon stop for a break in the village of Rattenberg - a medieval gem and a

perfect place to take morning tea amongst the old cobbled streets. Next

will be a visit (entrance included) to the Swarovski 'Kristallwelten' (Crystal

Worlds)... a weird and wonderful crystal experience. Just before lunchtime

we continue the short distance to the winter resort of Innsbruck. After

checking into our centrally located hotel the rest of the day is free to explore

the Old Town and see the famous ‘Golden Roof’. (B)

Your Innsbruck Hotel - Grauer Bäer. Superb location just 200 metres from the

historic centre of the city.This is a hotel with style and tradition, a restaurant, a

bar, sauna, steam-bath, solarium and a gym. 196 rooms, with private facilities,

TV, radio, hairdryer.

DAY 9 - 27 DECEMBER LUZERN

Driving across the mountains and valleys of Austria we reach the city of

Vaduz, capital of the Principality of Liechtenstein a tiny country on the

border of Switzerland.Soon afterwards we head into Switzerland and arrive

mid-afternoon in the lovely lake side town of Luzern with its' covered

wooden bridges. Your farewell dinner tonight promises to be an

unforgettable experience as we dine in a local Swiss Restaurant. Relax and

soak up the unique atmosphere as you enjoy traditional Swiss fare and a

Folklore show. (B, D)

Your Luzern Hotel – Hotel Palace.This 5 star hotel located on the banks of the

Lake, in the heart of Luzern,offers more than 100 years of history.The stunning

interior reflects classic elegance, whilst being equipped with all the modern

facilities required to ensure your comfort.

DAY 10 - 28 DECEMBER LUZERN

Sadly your Christmas tour is now complete, and its time to bid farewell.

Maybe you will be joining one of our exciting New Year programmes. (B)

Why not join us for New Year in Switzerland,
Bavaria, Italy, Salzburg, Paris or London?
Our 6 exciting New Year tours have been specially designed to start as

this Christmas tour ends. See pages 60-72.

Tour Inclusions

10 days only $3,269 pp twin share

Single supplement $689 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price

‘Our guide’s knowledge of Austria,especially the history was

outstanding and made this tour even more enjoyable.

Everything was well organised and provided the perfect

White Christmas. The village of Leogang was the perfect

setting for a wonderful experience. This trip was excellent

value for money and I would recommend it to anyone

looking for a wonderful Christmas experience.‘ Barbara

Silent Night Chapel



This tour is perfect for anyone wanting a less regulated tour.After a few days

of more conventional, inclusive style touring from Munich to Salzburg we

spend five nights in the glorious Stubai Valley over Christmas. Most of this

stay has been deliberately left open for more independent activities and

enjoyment. The Stubai Valley is a winter wonderland with so much to do

including winter walking,cross country skiing,skating,day and even night-

time tobogganing. For accommodation we have chosen to stay in a

delightful Pension (type of guesthouse).Comfort is assured in this family run

accommodation house. All rooms have private facilities and are of a very

high standard with that warm, traditional Tyrolean feel.

DAY 1 - 19 DECEMBER MUNICH

Your tour commences this evening at your hotel. Shopping is always

excellent in Munich - particularly around the town hall and the decorated,

wooden, Christmas market stalls. Before your Bavarian style buffet dinner

enjoy a welcome drink in the hotel. (D)

Your Munich Hotel - Maritim.This First Class elegant hotel is in a superb location

in the city centre just a few minutes from the Deutches Theatre and the main

pedestrian shopping mall.

DAY 2 - 20 DECEMBER SALZBURG

This morning we cross into Austria to take a morning break in the pretty

town of Mondsee, by Lake Mondsee.Make sure you visit the church made

famous in the wedding scene of the film the 'Sound of Music'. We then

continue on to Salzburg – the Baroque city of Mozart sitting beneath its

enormous Festung (Fortress).We have arranged an afternoon walking city

tour with an expert local guide who will introduce you to this enchanting

city, including several locations used in the film 'Sound of Music’. This

evening we have included dinner in the hotel. (B, D)

Your Salzburg Hotel – The Austria Trend Hotel Europa. This four star hotel is

located a few minutes’ walk from the Mirabell Gardens. The Panorama

restaurant provides beautiful views over the entire city and surrounding areas.

Albatross gives you more…

Less time on coaches,
average 67 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $1,000 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference
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Celebrate Christmas over 5 nights in the heart of Neustift - a

delightful Tyrolean village in the snow covered Stubai Valley

Savour the fabulous Christmas Markets in Munich, Salzburg

and Innsbruck

Experience a Christmas Eve dinner in a Tyrolean restaurant,

plus dinners in Salzburg and Neustift

Stay 2 nights in the centre of baroque Salzburg and enjoy a

walking tour of the old town through to the Christmas Markets

Visit the ’Sound of Music’wedding church in Mondsee and

explore the Salt Mines near Berchtesgaden

Wake up on Christmas Day surrounded by massive snow

covered peaks and explore the winter wonderland of the

Stubai Valley

Take in the Swarovski Crystal Worlds experience and stand in

awe on top of Innsbruck’s Olympic Ski Jump

Drive over the beautiful, snow clad Fern Pass into Bavaria

and ride on a horse and buggy to visit ‘Mad’King Ludwig’s

Fairytale Castle

Spend your farewell evening in the Bavarian village of

Hohenschwangau nestled beneath two beautiful, floodlit

Kings’castles

Christmas in the Austrian Tyrol
10 Wonderful Days – Munich to Munich – Escorted Tour

Neustift – Your Christmas Village
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DAY 3 - 21 DECEMBER SALZBURG

We have left this day entirely free for you to enjoy this marvellous city with

its winding cobbled stone streets,churches,Christmas decorations and shops

– all a short walk away. Take time to visit the huge castle for a fascinating

view and don't forget to soak up the atmosphere of the famous Salzburg

Christmas Markets. (B)

DAY 4 - 22 DECEMBER NEUSTIFT IM STUBAITAL

A leisurely departure as we drive deep into the Bavarian mountains. After

exploring the famous,historical town of Berchtesgaden we enjoy a fun filled

ride deep into the old Salt Mines.This very different experience starts with

you dressing up in traditional salt miner’s uniform, riding a small train deep

underground, taking wooden slides (or steps) and then floating on a barge

Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions

across a crystal clear underground lake beautifully illuminated by a light

show. Later we follow the spectacular Inn Valley through the Tyrol to

Innsbruck where we cross the Europabrucke (Europe’s second highest

bridge) and enter the glorious Stubai Valley. The Stubai Valley is a winter

playground with a number of villages lining the valley floor whilst mountains

soar up to 3,000 metres either side.Our home for the next five nights is in the

Tyrolean village of Neustift. (B, D)

Your Neustif accommodation – The Sportspension Elizabeth. Located in the

very heart of the picturesque town, the Sportpension Elizabeth is in an ideal

location to explore the wonderful Stubai Valley. This Pension has a delightful

ambience with wooden floors, beams and décor with that warm, traditional

Tyrolean feel. In house, they also boast a sauna, steam room, leisure area and

ski/boot drying room. You will stay here five nights. During your stay buffet

breakfasts are included daily.Enjoy cereal,homemade jams,cakes,fresh bread,

and cheese and meat products from the neighbouring farms.Please note room

porterage is not available.

DAY 5 - 23 DECEMBER NEUSTIFT IM STUBAITAL

Meeting our local coach we drive down the valley to the town of Wattens

where we visit (entrance included) the Swarovski 'Kristallwelten' (Crystal

World). The colourful displays offer a weird and wonderful crystal

experience and the shop is enormous. Later we go to Bergisel and the

dramatic ski jump. After a short funicular ride we take an elevator up to

the café at the top of the 50 metre jumping tower. The views down over

the city of Innsbruck and along the broad Inn Valley are magnificent, and

standing at the jumper’s start point looking down the steep ramp is

spine–tingling.Later, we continue the short distance to the winter resort

of Innsbruck where we spend the afternoon exploring the Old Town.Make

sure you enjoy the picture perfect Christmas Markets in the old medieval

square beneath the famous 'Golden Roof’. Dinner tonight will be enjoyed

back in Neustift at a local restaurant. (B, D)

DAY 6 - DAY 8 24 - 26 DECEMBER NEUSTIFT IM STUBAITAL

What a magnificent location to relax over Christmas!

Apart from when we gather for our Christmas Eve Dinner in a local restaurant,

your time over the next three days is entirely free. There are numerous

activities you can enjoy locally and your Tour Manager will of course be at

hand to assist.Christmas Eve Dinner has been included.Christmas Eve,rather

than Christmas Day, is the main celebratory meal in Continental Europe.The

time friends, groups and families all gather. On the other two evenings of

your stay we have purposefully left them free for you to experience dining

locally.The Sportpension Elizabeth is in the heart of the village and there are

dozens of restaurants within easy walking distance - from Pizzerias to Bistros

Neuschwanstein Castle
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• All excursions, scenic drives and sightseeing as described in

the itinerary.

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• Local guides Salzburg, Neuschwanstein Castle

• First class touring coach

• Hotel porterage Munich, Salzburg and Hohenschwangau

(1 bag per person) (Please note porterage not available at the

Neustift pension)

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and local guides

• 9 nights selected accommodation as described

• Buffet breakfasts daily

• 6 dinners including a welcome dinner, a local restaurant in

Neustift, Christmas Eve dinner and farewell dinner

• Welcome drink in Munich

• Entrance to Berchtesgaten Salt Mines, Swarovski Crystal,

Innsbruck Ski jump, Neuschwanstein Castle and horse and

buggy ride up to Neuschwanstein

and Gasthofs offering Tyrolean cuisine. Dining out in Austria is certainly of

better value than in most European countries with meals being both

inexpensive and generally of a very high quality.

What to do with your free time over these three days? Whether you are a

‘super active snow sports’ person or a ‘take it easy and relax’ person there

is so much to enjoy. The village of Neustift is located about half way up the

Stubai Valley.All along the length of the valley there are numerous‘winter

walks’ which often double as Nordic or Cross Country ski paths. You

should try your hand at this invigorating sport – it’s surprisingly straight

forward and not too difficult. For the experienced, there are several high-

altitude tracks. In the Neustift village there is a small ice skating rink, indoor

swimming complex and a ten pin bowling alley. Neustift also has the

longest natural tobogganing track in the Tyrol. Three evenings a week

there is also night-time tobogganing lit with lanterns! Paragliding is also

available for the adventurous.

There are 3 main ski areas around Neustift. The Stubaier Glacier above

Mutterberg, the Schlick 2000 above Fulmes and the Elfer slopes actually

above Neustift.Non skiers can access all the main peaks by gondola cable

car. At all ‘drop off’ points there are large restaurants, cafés and rest

facilities – usually with panoramic views. The Mutterberg gondola stops

at an altitude of 3,333metres where there is a restaurant and an

observation platform called the‘Top of the Tyrol’.The views are enormous

spanning across the jagged Alps, one way to Italy and the other into

Germany.The skiing is of course, fabulous. (B x 3, D x 1)

DAY 9 - 27 DECEMBER HOHENSCHWANGAU IN BAVARIA

Driving up over the beautiful Fern Pass we enter Southern Bavaria and visit

the tiny village of Hohenschwangau.We will be staying tonight in the heart

of this picturesque village.This afternoon we will take a horse and buggy ride

up the wooded hill to visit Neuschwanstein Castle and enjoy a fascinating

guided tour inside‘Mad’King Ludwig’s apartments.The staterooms,halls and

throne room are all reminiscent of a Wagner operatic saga. The rest of the

day is at leisure to maybe walk around the lake or through the woods or relax

in your excellent hotel. Dinner is included in your hotel. (B, D)

Your Bavarian Hotel - The Hotel Müller. Your First Class hotel is in the most

enchanting of settings. Old-style wood panelling, octagonal restaurant and

Wintergarden both with castle views,veranda with open fireplace and views of

Castle Hohenschwangau, Coachman’s Room, cocktail lounge - the list goes on.

Have a look at the hotel on http://www.hotelmueller.de/indexen.htm

DAY 10 - 28 DECEMBER TO MUNICH

Sadly your Christmas tour comes to a close and it’s time to bid farewell.We

have included a transfer to Munich city centre and then onto the airport. (B)

Why not join us for New Year in Switzerland,
Bavaria, Italy, Salzburg, Paris or London?
Our 6 exciting New Year tours have been specially designed to start as

this Christmas tour ends. See pages 60-72.

Tour Inclusions

10 days only $2,669 pp twin share

Single supplement $449 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price
‘The time we spent at each location was fantastic – we had

plenty of time to do our own thing, and experience what

each place had to offer.I loved the Christmas Markets and the

generosity of the locals during the Christmas season. My

highlights on this tour included our Christmas Eve dinner,

Innsbruck Ski Jump,and experiencing the village life.’ Renee

Stubai Glacier



DAY 1 - 19 DECEMBER VIENNA

Your tour commences this evening in the Imperial city of Vienna.If you have

arrived today on your international flight, experience tells us it is best to

keep active through this afternoon and Vienna is such a wonderful city at

this time of year with so much to see and do. Dinner tonight is included in

your hotel, but first enjoy a welcome drink.This is an ideal chance to meet

and get to know your fellow Christmas travellers. (D)

Your Vienna Hotel – The Regina Hotel. Family run for over 110 years this first

class hotel offers a sophisticated and elegant atmosphere. It is located a few

minutes walk from all the cultural places of interest and downtown shopping

areas. All rooms have private facilities, TV, radio, phone and hairdryer with a

great restaurant.

DAY 2 - 20 DECEMBER VIENNA

Our panoramic city tour this morning will bring to life all the sights,gardens

and monuments of this Imperial City, from the State Opera House and the

Hofburg Palace to the spire of St. Stephen's Cathedral. Later we take a

delightful drive winding up through the Vienna Woods to the ‘Hellental’

where we take a privately-guided tour through the Heiligenkreuz

Monastery.We also visit the memorial Chapel in Mayerling before heading

back to the old city for lunchtime.This afternoon we have included entrance

and a guided tour through the State Apartments of the magnificent Royal

summer residence – the Schönbrunn Palace.We have timed this day so that

it is dusk when you complete the Palace tour – perfect for the Christmas

Markets in the main courtyard.This evening is at leisure. (B)

DAY 3 - 21 DECEMBER VIENNA

Your day is completely free. Relax and enjoy this enchanting city of

museums and style. Christmas shopping? Try the excellent Christmas

Markets outside the Town Hall where you will find mulled wine, ginger

biscuits, music, fabulously decorated trees and folklore displays. You

simply must indulge in the world of the traditional Viennese coffee

Christmas in an Austrian Spa Resort
10 Wonderful Days - Vienna to Munich - Escorted tour

Albatross gives you more…
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Celebrate Christmas over 5 nights in the spa town of Bad

Hofgastein, amongst the snow covered mountains of the Hohe

Tauern National Park, enjoying the thermal pools and spas along

with Christmas Eve hot punch and traditional regional parlour

music, après-ski-snacks, and beer, wine and soft drinks with dinners

Savour the Christmas Markets in Vienna, Salzburg, Bad Hofgastein

and in the grounds of the delightful Schönbrunn Palace at dusk

Enjoy a traditional Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Gala dinners,

a 7 course Boxing Day dinner,plus feature dinners in the Griechenbeisl

Inn,Vienna and a farewell dinner in a local Munich restaurant

Stay 3 nights in glorious Vienna and explore the Vienna Woods

visiting the Heiligenkreuz Monastery and Mayerling Chapel

Be guided through Schönbrunn Palace, visit baroque Salzburg,

enjoy hot chocolate and biscuits in Austria’s oldest restaurant, visit

the Silent Night Chapel and enjoy a memorable winter carriage ride

Visit the Sound of Music wedding church in Mondsee and the

dramatic lakeside town of Hallstatt

Experience a cable car ride to walk across the Stubnerkogel

suspension bridge and the Glocknerblick viewing platform

Stubnerkogel suspension bridge

Less time on coaches,
average 93 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $1,000 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference
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houses. How about a tall aromatic coffee and a calorie-busting apfel

strudel? Maybe a rich chocolate torten cake? Mmmm! Dinner tonight

(included) is a special welcome treat as we have reserved tables at the

nearby Griechenbeisl Inn.A 'mere’500 years old this beautifully preserved

Inn has been a social gathering point of so many famous historical figures

from Beethoven and Schubert to Wagner and Mark Twain (who have

autographed the walls!) (B, D)

DAY 4 - 22 DECEMBER BAD HOFGASTEIN

A leisurely start as we cross Austria to spend lunchtime in Lake Mondsee

and visit the church made famous in the wedding scene of the film the

'Sound of Music'. Later we drive deep into the Lakes District and visit

Hallstatt. Set on a rocky terrace jutting into the quiet dark water of the

lake surrounded by towering peaks, this is considered the oldest inhabited

village in Europe and perhaps the most beautiful in Austria. Afterwards

we head deep into the mountains of the Hohe Tauern National Park, to

the Spa town of Bad Hofgastein, which will be our home for the next 5

nights. The historical town center of Bad Hofgastein, with its pedestrian

areas illuminated by Christmas lights, provides the unique setting for the

Advent markets and a festive Christmas. Located in a dramatic setting of

snow covered Alps - where else would you want to stay for Christmas?

This evening, enjoy a welcome drink and dinner at your hotel before a

torch lit village walk. (B, D)

Your Christmas Hotel - The hotel Germania. This excellent chalet style 4 star

hotel, is located directly next to the Alpenkurpark (Town Park), in the heart of

Bad Hofgastein - offers you a holiday for body,mind and soul.The hotel boasts

an excellent wellness centre complete with indoor pool, fitness room, sauna,

steam rooms and spa baths. The dining is excellent and non-alcoholic

beverages, beer and wines are included with the daily 4 course dinners,

Christmas Gala Dinners and the Boxing Day 7 course dinner. When not

sightseeing, you will also enjoy included mid-afternoon après-ski-snacks.

See www.hotelgermania.at

DAY 5 - 23 DECEMBER BAD HOFGASTEIN

We have included a full day excursion today. En route to Salzburg our first

stop is at the nearby village of Oberndorf where we visit the famous‘Silent

Night Chapel’ on the site the Christmas carol was first performed.We then

continue onto Salzburg – the Baroque city of Mozart sitting beneath its

enormous Festung (Fortress). A walking tour with an expert local guide will

introduce you to this enchanting city, including several locations used in

the film 'Sound of Music'.As a finale you will assemble amongst the fir trees

in the small stone courtyard of the St Peter's Keller,dating back to the 1500's

and Salzburg's oldest restaurant, for some hot chocolate and biscuits. The

rest of the day is free to enjoy the city. Maybe take time to visit the huge

castle which is fascinating, and don't forget to soak up the atmosphere of

the famous Salzburg Christmas Markets. (B, D)

Vienna - Christmas at Schönbrunn
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Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions
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• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described in the

itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 9 nights selected accommodation

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Buffet breakfasts daily

• 8 evening dinners including a traditional Christmas Eve

dinner, Christmas Day Gala dinner, 7 course Boxing Day

dinner, welcome and farewell dinners, and the special meal

at the old Griechenbeisl Inn,Vienna

• Welcome drink in Vienna, hot chocolate and biscuits in

Salzburg, Christmas Eve hot punch with traditional parlour

music

• Tea and coffee with all dinners, plus at your Christmas hotel -

beer, wine and soft drinks over dinners and afternoon après-

ski-snacks

• Local guides in Vienna, Heiligenkreuz Monastery and

Salzburg

• Entrances to Schonbrunn Palace, Heiligenkreuz monastery

and Mayerling

• Carriage ride, torch lit village walk and cable car ride to

Glocknerblick viewing platform and Stubnerkogel

suspension bridge

DAY 6 - 24 DECEMBER BAD HOFGASTEIN

Christmas Eve. Your day is completely free to explore your surroundings.

Maybe go for winter walks in the hills,be active on the slopes or simply do

some last minute shopping in town. The nearby ‘Alpentherme’ is an

experience you should not miss.This excellent spa complex offers spring-

fed indoor and outdoor hot pools, water-massage loungers, spas, saunas

and an oasis of relaxation. To drift in the hot outdoor thermal pools

surrounded by the snow covered Gastein mountains is an amazing

experience. There is even a ‘Ladies only’ pampering refuge especially for

women.This evening before your special Christmas Eve Dinner enjoy hot

punch and traditional regional parlour music. (B, D)

DAY 7 - 25 DECEMBER BAD HOFGASTEIN

Christmas Day – Relaxing and enjoying your spectacular surroundings.

The highlight of today will be your ride in a horse-drawn carriage through

the local countryside, enjoying the dramatic, snow laden mountains and

breathtaking scenery surrounding you.Tonight the festivities continue with

your Christmas Day Gala dinner. (B, D)

DAY 8 - 26 DECEMBER BAD HOFGASTEIN

Boxing Day in the mountains! We have included a stunning cable car

ride up to the lofty heights of the ‘Stubnerkogel’ which towers

2,300 metres over the valley floor. From the restaurant at the top you

can walk across a 140 metre long giant suspension bridge. A recent

addition is the 7 metre wide "Glocknerblick” panoramic platform

made of steel, wood and glass which overhangs the abyss below. From

here the views across to Austria’s highest mountain – the 3,798 m

Grossglockner – are fantastic. Later, back in the comfort of your hotel, the

warm glow will continue through this evening as we enjoy a festive

Boxing Day 7 course dinner. (B, D)

DAY 9 - 27 DECEMBER MUNICH

Bidding Austria farewell, we drive to Munich. On arrival we have included

a panoramic city tour, which will orientate you with the main sights, such

as the neo-gothic town hall, and the wonderful church known as the

Frauenkirche, whose twin onion-topped towers are the symbol of the city.

Your afternoon is at leisure to explore this cosmopolitan city.This evening

we have included a farewell dinner in a local restaurant. (B, D)

DAY 10 - 28 DECEMBER MUNICH

Sadly your Christmas tour is now complete, and its time to bid farewell. For

those of you joining one of our wonderful NewYear Tours,we have arranged

a transfer to Luzern arriving late afternoon. (B)

Why not join us for New Year in Switzerland,
Bavaria, Italy, Salzburg, Paris or London?
Our 6 exciting New Year tours have been specially designed to start as

this Christmas tour ends. See pages 60-72.

Tour Inclusions

10 days only $2,989 pp twin share

Single supplement $429 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price

‘Thank you for a wonderful Christmas. Our tour manager

was just fantastic - well informed and extremely helpful

and approachable.We loved the quality of the hotels,meals

and service. A wonderful tour and we will definitely

recommend Albatross to our family and friends.’

Kaye

Your Christmas village, BadHofgastein - image courtesy Travel Partner Reisen



DAY 1 - 18 DECEMBER MUNICH

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Munich. Shopping is

always excellent in Munich - particularly around the town hall and the

decorated, wooden, Christmas market stalls. Before your Bavarian style

buffet dinner enjoy a welcome drink in the hotel. (D)

Your Munich Hotel - Maritim. This First Class elegant hotel is in a superb

location in the city centre just a few minutes from the Deutches Theatre and

the main pedestrian shopping mall.

DAY 2 - 19 DECEMBER FUSCHL

A leisurely start as we cross into Austria to spend lunchtime in Lake

Mondsee and visit the church made famous in the wedding scene of the

film the 'Sound of Music'. Later we drive deep into the Lakes District and

visit Hallstatt.Set on a rocky terrace jutting into the quiet dark water of the

lake surrounded by towering peaks, this is considered the oldest inhabited

village in Europe and perhaps the most beautiful in Austria. Afterwards,

passing Wolfgangsee (lake),we soon reach Fuschl - the tiny country village

on Lake Fuschl. Only 30 minutes from Salzburg this is our home for the

next two nights.This evening join in a torchlight village walk followed by

a hot drink. (B, D)

Your Fuschl Hotel - The Mohrenwirt. Set in the old village centre this former

Rustic Inn has been serving guests for over 150 years. You will be guests of

the Schmidlechner family who have developed this hotel into one of the best

country hotels in the region.Furnished with wood panelling your hotel boasts

a charming lounge bar and lovely restaurant.Leisure facilities included sauna,

solarium and wellness centre.

DAY 3 - 20 DECEMBER FUSCHL

We have included a full day excursion today.En route to Salzburg our first

stop is at the nearby village of Oberndorf where we visit the famous‘Silent

Night Chapel’on the site the Christmas carol was first performed.We then

continue on to Salzburg – the Baroque city of Mozart sitting beneath its

enormous Festung (Fortress). A walking city tour with an expert local

Albatross gives you more…

Less time on coaches,
average 169 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $1,200 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference
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Celebrate Christmas over 4 nights in a stunning Italian Castle

in the foothills of the Italian Dolomites

Savour the fabulous Christmas Markets in Munich, Innsbruck,

Salzburg and Bolzano

Enjoy a special Christmas Eve dinner, and Christmas Day lunch

with Boxing Day in the chic ski resort of Cortina d’Ampezzo

Stay 2 nights beside Lake Fuschl in the picturesque Austrian

Lakes District and enjoy a torch light walk with mulled wine

Spend a day in the baroque city of Salzburg, enjoy hot

chocolate and biscuits in Austria’s oldest restaurant and visit

the Silent Night Chapel

Explore ‘Sound of Music’Mondsee and drive through the

Lakes District past Wolfgangsee to picturesque Hallstatt

Stay 2 nights in medieval Innsbruck and visit Swarovski Crystal

Worlds

After enjoying coffee and strudel in the Bavarian village of

Hohenschwangau, ride on a horse and buggy up to

Neuschwanstein Castle, visit the ‘Passion Play’village of

Oberammergau and the wonderful Kloster Ettal Monastery

Visit the canals and hump backed bridges of Venice, relax by

Lake Garda and enjoy a farewell dinner in stylish Milan

Christmas in an Italian Castle
11 Unique Days – Munich to Luzern – Escorted Tour
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Your Christmas Hotel, CastelBrando
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guide will introduce you to this enchanting city, including several

locations used in the film 'Sound of Music'. As a finale you will assemble

amongst the fir trees in the small stone courtyard of the St Peter's Keller,

dating back to the 1500's and Salzburg's oldest restaurant, for some hot

chocolate and biscuits. The rest of the day is free to enjoy the city, take

time to visit the huge castle for a fascinating view and don't forget to soak

up the atmosphere of the famous Salzburg Christmas Markets. (B, D)

DAY 4 - 21 DECEMBER INNSBRUCK

A leisurely day as we follow the spectacular Inn Valley through the Tyrol

and make a visit (entrance included) to the Swarovski 'Kristallwelten'

(Crystal Worlds)... a weird and wonderful crystal experience. Just before

lunchtime we continue the short distance to the winter resort of

Innsbruck. After checking into our centrally located hotel you will have

plenty of time to explore the Old Town on your doorstep. Make sure you

enjoy the picture perfect Christmas Markets in the old medieval square

beneath the famous 'Golden Roof’. (B, D)

Your Innsbruck Hotel - Grauer Bäer. Superb location just 200 metres from the

historic city centre.This is a hotel with style and tradition, a restaurant, a bar,

sauna, steam-bath, solarium and a gym. 196 rooms, with private facilities,

TV, radio, hairdryer.

DAY 5 - 22 DECEMBER INNSBRUCK

Driving up over the beautiful Fern Pass we enter Southern Bavaria and

visit the tiny village of Hohenschwangau. We start the day with a horse

and buggy ride up the wooded hill to visit Neuschwanstein Castle and

enjoy a fascinating guided tour inside ‘Mad’ King Ludwig’s apartments.

The staterooms, halls and throne room are all reminiscent of a Wagner

operatic saga. In the afternoon we also visit the Passion Play village of

Oberammergau, with its ornately painted buildings and stop at Kloster

Ettal Monastery with its incredible painted ceilings. Dating back over 700

years this is one of the finest examples of Rococo architecture in existence.

Your evening is at leisure. (B)

DAY 6 - 23 DECEMBER CASTELBRANDO

Today we cross into Italy via the Brenner Pass and visit Bolzano, capital of

Alto Adige region. Intricately carved gables, painted timber façades and

an elegant arcaded main street illustrate the influence of both Tyrolean

and Italian cultures. At Trento we cut across the scenic Val Sugana and

mid afternoon reach the foothills of the Dolomites and our superb

CastelBrando. Located above the village of Cison di Valmarino this 2,000

year old Roman fortress was turned into a sumptuous noble’s palace in

the 13th Century. On arrival we have included a guided tour of the castle

– there is a lot to see - and this will be your home for the next four

evocative nights. (B, D)

Your Castle Hotel – CastelBrando. Skilful restoration and sensitive

modernization have brought the original magnificence back to life. Guelph

style decorative battlements, stone cellars, tapestries, swords and suits of

Innsbruck - image courtesy of Nathan Piesse

Swarovski Crystal World - image courtesy of Rachel Turner

Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions
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• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described in

the itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach for excursions and touring

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 10 nights in selected accommodation

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Full buffet breakfasts daily

• Special Christmas Day lunch with drinks

• 9 dinners including Welcome dinner and Farewell dinner

• Tea, coffee and water with all dinners

• Welcome drink in Munich, CastelBrando, torch light walk

with mulled wine in Fuschl, special hot chocolate and

biscuits in Salzburg

• Entrance to Swarovski Crystal, horse and buggy ride and

entrance to Neuschwanstein Castle

armour set the scene for the elegant halls, dining rooms, manicured gardens

and terraces overlooking the valley.There is an extensive beauty and wellness

centre connected to the hotel (entrance charge applicable) with an indoor

pool, thermal health spa, massage services and Turkish baths. For more

information look at http://www.castelbrando.it

DAY 7 - 24 DECEMBER CASTELBRANDO

Christmas Eve – Today we visit nearby Venice – arguably one of the most

romantic cities in the world. At Tronchetto we board a boat to take us to

St Marc’s Square where we join our expert local guide for a walking tour.

The rest of the day is free to shop and explore the myriad of narrow, water

lined streets and canals spanned by humped back bridges. Tonight we

enjoy Christmas Eve with dinner back in ‘our’ castle. (B, D)

DAY 8 - 25 DECEMBER CASTELBRANDO

Christmas Day as it should be…in a wonderful location - relaxing, eating

and drinking. A day to savour the delights of your castle. Maybe take the

hotel cable car to the village below, have a ‘winter walk’ or warm yourself

on one of the castle’s sun terraces. Highlight of your day will be the

exceptional 5 course Christmas lunch accompanied by a welcome cocktail

and a range of four local wines. A Christmas to remember. (B, L, D)

DAY 9 - 26 DECEMBER CASTELBRANDO

Boxing Day – Time to have some fun in the snow as we drive north

into the spectacular Dolomites to visit the chic Italian ski resort of Cortina

d’Ampezzo.The rest of the day is free to shop and enjoy the breathtaking

scenery of the dramatic, snow laden peaks surrounding you. For

lunch maybe take the cable car to one of the numerous mountain

restaurants. (B, D)

DAY 10 - 27 DECEMBER MILAN

Leaving our castle we head for the shores of Lake Garda where we take a

morning break in the incredibly picturesque town of Sirmione with its tiny

harbour surrounded by cobbled stone walkways and cafes. Later we

continue to the stylish city of Milan for time at leisure before enjoying a

farewell dinner in a local restaurant. (B, D)

Your Milan Hotel – The 4 star Michaelangelo. This first class, modern hotel is

in a brilliant location being right opposite the central railway station,

transport links and only two subway stops to Cathedral Square and the

central shopping district.

DAY 11 - 28 DECEMBER MILAN OR LUZERN

Sadly your Christmas tour comes to a close and it’s time to bid farewell.For

those of you joining one of our wonderful New Year Tours, we have

arranged a transfer to Luzern arriving early afternoon. (B)

Why not join us for New Year in Switzerland,
Bavaria, Italy, Salzburg, Paris or London?
Our 6 exciting New Year tours have been specially designed to start as

this Christmas tour ends. See pages 60-72.

Tour Inclusions

11 days only $3,299 pp twin share

Single supplement $469 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price
‘The Christmas in an Italian Castle tour itinerary was very

well researched and encapsulates the essential elements of

a great European Christmas. The superb Castelbrando

favoured us with a Christmas Day snowfall which provided

us with days of picture perfect white scenery. I would and

will do it all again.‘ John

Duomo Milan



DAY 1 - 18 DECEMBER MUNICH

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Munich. Shopping is

always excellent in Munich - particularly around the town hall and the

decorated wooden Christmas Market stalls. Before your Bavarian style

buffet dinner enjoy a welcome drink in the hotel. (D)

Your Munich Hotel - Maritim. This First Class elegant hotel is in a superb

location in the city centre just a few minutes from the Deutches Theatre and

the main pedestrian shopping mall.The hotel boasts excellent facilities from

the Piano Bar and restaurant to the sauna, solarium, massage, fitness centre

and indoor swimming pool.

DAY 2 - 19 DECEMBER INNSBRUCK

Joining our touring coach we drive into the Bavarian Alps.First stop will be

in the tiny village of Hohenschwangau to visit to the famous fairytale

Neuschwanstein Castle of 'Mad' King Ludwig.We’ve included a horse and

carriage ride to take you up the wooded road to enjoy a tour through the

Wagner inspired state rooms. After your tour enjoy a light lunch at the

Muller hotel before our next stop at the richly decorated Weiskirche

(Church in the Meadows) with its incredible painted ceilings. Continuing

on a short distance to the Passion Play village of Oberammergau, with its

ornately painted buildings. Later this afternoon we drive over the scenic

Zirlerpass and down into the Inn Valley and the Winter Olympic city of

Innsbruck where we will stay the next two nights. Dinner is included

tonight and the Christmas Markets await. (B, L, D)

Your Innsbruck Hotel - Grauer Bäer. Superb location just 200 metres from

the historic city centre. A hotel with style and tradition, a restaurant, bar,

sauna, steam-bath, solarium and a gym. 196 rooms, with private facilities,

TV, radio, hairdryer.

DAY 3 - 20 DECEMBER INNSBRUCK

Following the spectacular Inn Valley to Wattens we visit the Swarovski

Christmas in the Slovenian Alps
11 Glorious Days – Munich to Munich – Escorted Tour

Albatross gives you more…
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�

�

�

�
�

Celebrate Christmas over 4 nights on the shores of magnificent

Lake Bled in Slovenia

Savour the fabulous Christmas Markets in Munich, Innsbruck,

Bolzano and Ljubljana

Enjoy a Christmas Eve dinner with music, Christmas Day Turkey

lunch, a Boxing Day Brass Band Concert and the local ceremony

of the ‘Sinking of the Bells of Wishes’

Take a ride on a horse and buggy up to Neuschwanstein Castle

followed by lunch in the village, before visiting the extraordinary

Weiskirche and the ‘Passion Play’village of Oberammergau

Stay 2 nights in medieval Innsbruck and visit the amazing

Swarovski Crystal Worlds

In Bolzano, shop in the Christmas Markets and see Otzi - the

mummified mountain man

Stay 2 nights in a glorious Italian Castle and visit the canals and

hump backed bridges of Venice

Visit Villach, the old city of Ljubljana and beautiful Lake Bohinj on

the way to the snow fields of Kranjska Gora in the Julian Alps

Visit Mozart’s Salzburg before enjoying a farewell meal in Munich

Lake Bled

Less time on coaches,
average 147 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $1,200 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference
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Christmas Day medieval festivities - image courtesy of Rachel Turner

‘Kristallwelten’ (‘Crystal Worlds’ - entrance included). Built into a small hill

the entrance is through the mouth of a Goblin with huge crystal eyes. A

weird and wonderful crystal experience lays within. Back to Innsbruck

your afternoon is free to explore the Old Town and see the famous‘Golden

Roof’ above the medieval town square with its delightful Christmas

Markets.Time to do that last minute shopping, indulge in the mulled wine

and ginger biscuits and take in the music, fabulously decorated trees and

folklore displays. You simply must spoil yourself with a traditional tall

aromatic coffee and a calories-busting apfel strudel! Maybe a rich

chocolate torten cake? Mmmm! (B)

DAY 4 - 21 DECEMBER CASTELBRANDO

Crossing over the Brenner Pass we stop mid morning in the charming

town of Bolzano. You’ll have time to enjoy the delightful Town Hall

square and shop along the covered arcades and arches of Via dei Portici.

We have also included a visit to the Museum of Archaeology where you

can see the mummified remains of Ötzi – the famous Ice Man - along with

a fascinating exhibition documenting the Ancient History of Italy’s South

Tyrol. This afternoon we follow the Sugano Valley from Trento through

the Italian Alps to the superb CastelBrando in the foothills of the

Dolomites.On arrival we have included a guided tour of the castle – there

is a lot to see - and this will be your home for the next two evocative

nights.Located above the medieval village of Cison di Valmarino this 2,000

year old Roman fortress was turned into a sumptuous noble’s palace in

the 13th Century. (B, D)

Your Castle Hotel – CastelBrando. Skillful restoration and sensitive modern-

ization have brought the original magnificence back to life. Guelph style
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Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions
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decorative battlements, stone cellars, tapestries, swords and suits of armour

set the scene for the elegant halls, dining rooms, manicured gardens and

terraces overlooking the valley.Amongst the leisure facilities there is an indoor

pool, health spa and Turkish baths. For more information look at

http://www.castelbrando.it/

DAY 5 - 22 DECEMBER CASTELBRANDO

Today we visit nearby Venice – arguably one of the most romantic cities

in the world. At Tronchetto we board a boat to take us to St Marc’s Square

where we join our expert local guide for a walking tour. The rest of the

day is free to shop and explore the myriad of narrow, water lined streets

and canals spanned by humped back bridges.Dinner this evening is back

in ‘our’ castle. (B, D)

DAY 6 - 23 DECEMBER GLORIOUS LAKE BLED

Before crossing the Slovenian border we duck into Austria and visit the

old town of Villach with its main square (Hauptplatz) surrounded by fine

16th-century houses. Entering the Julian Alps we reach the natural

wonder of Lake Bled where the tranquil waters are surrounded by

impressive snow covered peaks and overlooked by the imposing castle.

A dramatic place to spend Christmas! Your afternoon is at leisure to take

a walk around the lake or visit the castle. Over the next four nights all

dinners are included. Christmas Eve is a buffet dinner with music and a

traditional Christmas Turkey lunch is also included. (B, D)

Your Slovenian Christmas hotel - The Golf Hotel. This 4 star hotel is in the heart

of Bled, with a surrounding of majestic ancient trees and full views across the

lake,the island,the castle and the towering peaks of the Julian and Karavanke

Alps.This hotel has been completely renovated with the addition of a modern

wellness centre. We have upgraded all our rooms to have lake views.

DAY 7 - 24 DECEMBER GLORIOUS LAKE BLED

This morning we join our local guide and visit Slovenia’s capital, Ljubljana,

which means ‘beloved’ in Slovene. Retaining the charm and warmth of a

small town, it is literally filled to capacity with Baroque churches, palaces,

museums and quaint bridges traversing the canals and rivers. Pedestrian

areas in the historic Old Town overflow with cafe tables and street

entertainers.This evening enjoy a special dinner with Zither Music.Those

wishing to make their own way to attend midnight mass will enjoy

pastries and a hot drink on their return. (B, D)

DAY 8 - 25 DECEMBER GLORIOUS LAKE BLED

Spend Christmas relaxing on the shores of Lake Bled and enjoying the

magnificent scenery and excellent hotel facilities. A traditional Christmas

Turkey lunch will be enjoyed by all. In the evening we gather on the

lakeside to witness the local ceremony of the ‘Sinking of the Bells of

Wishes’. Tonight enjoy a live band playing in a local hotel. What a way to

spend Christmas! (B, L, D)

DAY 9 - 26 DECEMBER GLORIOUS LAKE BLED

There is nothing quite like a day playing in the mountains! Joined by our

local guide we drive through the Bohinj Valley which stretches through

the Triglav National Park to visit the beautiful Lake Bohinj. We then

continue our drive north to the breathtaking Zgornjesavska Valley and

reach the resort town of Kranjska Gora, famed for it's Ski World Cup

competitions and Ski 'flights' on the giant ski-jump in Planica.

Maybe take a chair lift to the top of the mountains for views that go on

forever.Alternatively explore this vibrant ski resort packed with shops and

restaurants. This evening we’ve included tickets to Bled’s annual Boxing

Day Brass Band concert. (B, D)Sa
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• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described

in the itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 10 nights First Class accommodation

• Upgrades to Lake View rooms at Lake Bled

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Buffet breakfasts daily, and a light lunch

• 9 dinners including Christmas Eve dinner with Zither

Music and Special Farewell dinner

• Christmas Day Turkey lunch

• Tea and coffee with all dinners

• Welcome drink in Munich and Lake Bled

• Local guides - Neuschwanstein Castle,Venice, Ljubljana,

Kranjska Gora and Salzburg

• Entrance and horse and buggy ride to Neuschwanstein

Castle

• Return waterbus in Venice

• Tickets to the Boxing Day Brass Band Concert

Tour Inclusions

11 days only $3,279 pp twin share

Single supplement $489 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price

‘The highlight of the tour was riding up to King Ludwig’s

castle by horse and carriage in the snow – excellent! I call

this tour ‘fantastic’ and one of the best trips we have done.

The organization was excellent!’ Deirdre

DAY 10 - 27 DECEMBER MUNICH

Driving north we cross back into Austria and reach Salzburg - the Baroque

city of Mozart sitting beneath its enormous Festung (Fortress) where we

are joined by a local guide for a city walking tour. Afterwards enjoy lunch

at leisure in the old town centre. Mozart’s Birthplace makes a fascinating

visit.Mid afternoon we depart Salzburg and arrive into Munich for our last

evening together. Your farewell dinner tonight will be enjoyed in a local

German restaurant. (B, D)

Your Munich Hotel - Maritim.

DAY 11 - 28 DECEMBER MUNICH

Sadly your Christmas tour is now complete, and its time to bid farewell.

For those of you joining one of our wonderful New Year Tours, we have

arranged a transfer to Luzern arriving late afternoon. (B)

Why not join us for New Year in Switzerland,
Bavaria, Italy, Salzburg, Paris or London?
Our 6 exciting New Year tours have been specially designed to start as

this Christmas tour ends. See pages 60-72.
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DAY 1 - 18 DECEMBER MUNICH

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Munich. Shopping is

always excellent in Munich - particularly around the town hall and the

decorated wooden Christmas Market stalls.Before your Bavarian style buffet

dinner enjoy a welcome drink in the hotel. (D)

Your Munich Hotel - Maritim.This First Class elegant hotel is in a superb location

in the city centre just a few minutes from the Deutches Theatre and the main

pedestrian shopping mall. The hotel boasts excellent facilities from the Piano

Bar and restaurant to the sauna, solarium, massage, fitness centre and indoor

swimming pool.

DAY 2 - 19 DECEMBER FUSCHL

A leisurely start as we cross into Austria to spend lunchtime in Lake Mondsee

and visit the church made famous in the wedding scene of the film the 'Sound

of Music'.Later we drive deep into the Lakes District and visit Hallstatt.Set on

a rocky terrace jutting into the quiet dark water of the lake surrounded by

towering peaks, this is considered the oldest inhabited village in Europe and

perhaps the most beautiful in Austria.Afterwards,passingWolfgangsee (lake),

we soon reach Fuschl - the tiny country village on Lake Fuschl.Only 30 minutes

from Salzburg this is our home for the next two nights.This evening join in a

torchlit village walk followed by a hot drink. (B,D)

Your Fuschl Hotel – The Seerose Hotel. Located directly on the shore of

picturesque Lake Fuschl, this charming hotel offers four-star service. All rooms

have balconies, offering enchanting views across the lake or the magnificent

local mountain landscape. Leisure facilities include sauna, spa and panorama

indoor pool.To really appreciate this hotel go to - www.hotel-seerose.at/en/

DAY 3 - 20 DECEMBER FUSCHL

We have included a full day excursion today. En route to Salzburg our first

stop is at the nearby village of Oberndorf where we visit the famous ‘Silent

Night Chapel’ on the site the Christmas carol was first performed. We then
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Christmas in a Swiss Spa Resort
11 Amazing Days – Munich to Luzern – Escorted Tour

Albatross gives you more…

Less time on coaches,
average 132 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $1,200 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference
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Celebrate Christmas over 4 nights in a first class Spa Hotel set in

the dramatic snow-clad Swiss mountain village of Leukerbad

Savour the fabulous Christmas Markets in Munich, Salzburg,

Innsbruck and Lindau

Enjoy a Christmas Eve Gala dinner, Christmas Day dinner and a

farewell dinner with a Swiss Folklore Show in Luzern’s Stadtkeller

Discover the numerous spa facilities at your Christmas hotel and

immerse yourself in steaming hot open air swimming pools and

therapeutic spas surrounded by snow covered mountain peaks

Stay 2 nights in the Austrian Lakes District, enjoy hot chocolate

and ginger biscuits in Salzburg and visit the Silent Night Chapel

Explore medieval Innsbruck

Stay 2 nights in Appenzell, visit historic Lindau and enjoy a horse

drawn carriage ride

Glide through the Swiss Alps in 1st Class Glacier Express

panoramic train carriages

Take the cog railway to the alpine resort of Zermatt and see the

mighty Matterhorn

Enjoy a farewell night in the lovely lakeside town of Luzern

Leukerbad – Lindner Hotel Alpentherme
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continue onto Salzburg – the Baroque city of Mozart sitting beneath its

enormous Festung (Fortress). A walking tour with an expert local guide will

introduce you to this enchanting city,including several locations used in the

film 'Sound of Music'.As a finale you will assemble amongst the fir trees in the

small stone courtyard of the St Peter's Keller, dating back to the 1500's and

Salzburg's oldest restaurant, for some hot chocolate and biscuits.The rest of

the day is free to enjoy the city.Maybe take time to visit the huge castle which

is fascinating, and don't forget to soak up the atmosphere of the famous

Salzburg Christmas Markets. (B, D)

DAY 4 - 21 DECEMBER APPENZELL

A leisurely day as we follow the spectacular InnValley across theTyrol we reach

the Winter Olympic resort of Innsbruck mid morning.You will have plenty of

time to explore the old town with its famous Golden Roof and Christmas

Markets.After lunchtime we continue past St Anton and throughThe Arlberg

Tunnel into the Appenzell Region of Switzerland. Surrounded by undulating

fields,hills and mountains,Appenzell is old fashioned even by Swiss standards

being full of well-preserved 16th-century buildings,including some delightfully

painted wooden houses. We stay here two nights. (B,D)

Your Appenzell Hotel - the 4 star Romantik Hotel Santis. Its colourful façade

stands directly on the historic Landsgemeinde square,with a wonderful view of

the surrounding hills and mountains. Traditional, charming, elegant, excellent

food and family run.Hospitality is alive and well at Romantik Hotel Santis.

DAY 5 - 22 DECEMBER APPENZELL

This morning we make our way to the German border and to the banks of

Lake Bodensee (Constance). Here we stop at the beautifully preserved

island town of Lindau, Germany’s southern most city, complete with

medieval lighthouses and cobbled stone streets. This afternoon we will

go to Neu St Johann to enjoy a delightful horse drawn carriage ride

followed by dinner in your hotel. (B, D)

DAY 6 - 23 DECEMBER LEUKERBAD

At Chur we board the famous Glacier Express train which takes us along

the‘Valais’ through Switzerland’s finest mountain scenery to Brig. Ranked
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Zurich

as one of the world’s top train trips you will cross some of the 291 bridges,

the 2,033 metre Oberalp Pass and go through some of the 91 tunnels.We

have reserved Premium Seats in the panoramic carriages. Boarding our

coach we drive up the winding Alpine road as it climbs through ravines

and frozen waterfalls to reach our Christmas destination – The Spa Town

of Leukerbad. Set in a hidden valley at an altitude of 4,600 feet your

Christmas Village is surrounded by towering, jagged peaks. Hot,

therapeutic, natural thermal water springs out from these mountains - an

astonishing 3.9 million litres per day. Two of the next three days over

Christmas are completely at leisure.This evening is free. (B)

Your Christmas Hotel – The Lindner Hotel and Alpentherme. A very different

experience! Located on the main town square your hotel spans 3 buildings

connected by private, underground walkways.There are restaurants, lounges

Leukerbad – Your Christmas village

Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions
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and a Piano Bar, plus Thermal baths (indoor and hot outdoor pools), sauna

and steam room.You have free access to all these facilities.Robes are provided

in each room for your use. Directly connected to the hotel is the Lindner

Alpentherme Wellness Centre- the largest selection of Alpine baths in Europe!

(Entrance to these separate pools/baths is at a small additional cost) To fully

appreciate this hotel look up www.lindner.de/en/MB

DAY 7 AND 8 - 24 AND 25 DECEMBER LEUKERBAD

Christmas as it should be - simply relax,take in the hotel spa and pampering

treatments or ski on the slopes high above town. Take each day as you

wish. Breakfasts and dinners are included both days. On Christmas Eve we

have included a Gala Dinner in your hotel and on Christmas Day you also

enjoy a special Christmas dinner. Time to enjoy the twice daily included

aqua aerobics sessions in the hotels facilities. For those that wish to

spend a few days being perfumed and pampered there are numerous

specialist beauty services at your fingertips from Thalasso treatments to

Fango Mud packs.See the hotel web site for the vast array of treatments on

www.lindner.de/en/MB. (B, D)

DAY 9 - 26 DECEMBER LEUKERBAD

A special day today! We return to the Valais (the broad “Valley” that cuts

through the high Alps) and drive up to Tasch, where we catch a cog

railway train up to the world-famous alpine resort of Zermatt. Set at an

altitude of 5,315 ft, the village is surrounded by a dozen huge peaks and

dominating all is the mighty Matterhorn. Petrol-driven vehicles are

banned from the village and as such the peace and quiet enhances the

wooden chalets and small winding village streets. Stunning! Relax

in the crisp clean air or perhaps take the Gornergrat funicular train to the

highest open air railway station in Europe. At 10,170 feet the view from

the top across the Alps is beyond belief. Returning to Leukerbad your

evening is free. (B)

DAY 10 - 27 DECEMBER LUZERN

Driving to Montreux on Lake Geneva, we have included entrance and a

guided tour through the beautifully preserved Chateau Chillon. Later we

journey on to the lovely lake-side town of Luzern with its covered wooden

bridges. Your farewell dinner tonight promises to be an unforgettable

experience as we dine in a local Swiss Restaurant and enjoy traditional Swiss

fare and a Folklore show. (B, D)
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Panoramic Carriage on the Glacier Express - image courtesy of Marissa Maslen
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• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described in

the itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 10 nights selected accommodation

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Free use of pools, gym and twice daily aqua aerobics

sessions in the Lindner Hotel, Leukerbad

• Full buffet breakfasts daily

• 8 dinners including Welcome dinner, special Christmas Eve

gala dinner, Christmas Day dinner and Farewell dinner with

music and drinks at the Stadtkeller

• Tea and coffee with all dinners

• Welcome drink in Munich, mulled wine in Fuschl, special hot

chocolate and biscuits in Salzburg

• 1st Class Glacier Express train – Premium Carriage

• Cog railway train to Zermatt

• Horse drawn carriage ride

Your Luzern Hotel - Hotel Schweizerhof. This 5 star hotel located on the banks

of the Lake, in the heart of Luzern's old town, is one of Switzerland's finest

hotels. The stunning interior reflects the brilliance of the grand era of the 19th

Century. You will be charmed by the rooms which are discreetly elegant whilst

being equipped with all the modern facilities required to ensure your comfort.

DAY 11 - 28 DECEMBER LUZERN

Sadly your Christmas tour comes to a close and it is time to say farewell.

Maybe you will be joining one of our exciting New Year Tours? (B)

Why not join us for New Year in Switzerland,
Bavaria, Italy, Salzburg, Paris or London?
Our 6 exciting New Year tours have been specially designed to start as

this Christmas tour ends. See pages 60-72.

Tour Inclusions

11 days only $3,989 pp twin share

Single supplement $749 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price

‘I would like to personally thank you all for giving us the

opportunity to experience something unique to us - a White

Christmas! On arrival in Munich it began to snow right on

cue.To add to our pleasures the sun shone all day we were

in the Zermatt area. The visit to Hallstatt was probably the

highlight for me but there were many places and events that

gave gasps of approval. Swimming in a hot springs spa in

Leukerbad (with the snow falling on our heads) was quite

an experience never to be forgotten.’ Hope

The mighty Matterhorn - image courtesy of Marissa Maslen



DAY 1 - 16 DECEMBER FRANKFURT

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Frankfurt. There is so

much to see and do in the city centre. Dinner tonight is included in your

hotel but first, enjoy a welcome drink.This is an ideal chance to meet your

fellow travellers. (D)

Your Frankfurt Hotel – The Hilton Frankfurt. This First Class hotel is in a superb

location near the city centre. All rooms have private facilities, telephone, TV,

mini bar, hair dryer etc.

DAY 2 - 17 DECEMBER ROTHENBURG O.D.T

We arrive into the Baroque city of Wurzburg, starting point of the

Romantic Road, mid morning. You will have plenty of free time in the

Altstadt (old town) amongst the Christmas Market stalls before we

continue to nearby Rothenburg… one of the finest medieval cities in all

Europe. The rest of the afternoon is free to enjoy the delightful cobbled

stone streets, ramparts and turrets of this picture perfect town. Make a

point of walking through the famous 'Christmas Shop' known for its

stunning displays. The Christmas Markets set in narrow alleys 50 yards

from your hotel, are perhaps the quaintest you will ever see.This evening

after dinner in your hotel, we have included a special treat - a torchlight

tour with the Night Watchman through the beautifully preserved

ramparts and winding streets. (B, D)

Your Rothenburg Hotel - Tilman Riemenschneider. This splendid old half

timbered hotel is superbly located inside the old medieval walls barely 50

paces from the central market square. The hotel offers restaurants

traditionally decorated with original paintings and wooden carvings and

rooms with individually painted alpine-inspired furniture, private facilities,

cable TV and hair dryers. On the Web? Have a look at the hotel on

http://www.tilman-riemenschneider.de

DAY 3 - 18 DECEMBER ROTHENBURG O.D.T

Today we visit medieval Nurnberg with its massive stone towers and gates,

which was once the setting for enormous Nazi rallies and the War Crimes
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A Medieval Bohemian Christmas
12 Inspiring Days – Frankfurt to Munich – Escorted Tour

Albatross gives you more…

Less time on coaches,
average 149 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $1,200 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference
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Celebrate Christmas over 3 nights in the Hotel Ruze – a beautifully

restored romantic hotel in the heart of medieval Cesky Krumlov

Savour the fabulous Christmas Markets in Frankfurt, Rothenburg,

Nurnberg, Prague, Vienna and in the grounds of the delightful

Schönbrunn Palace at dusk

Enjoy a traditional Czech Christmas Eve dinner, Christmas Day

Turkey lunch, plus feature dinners in the centuries old

Griechenbeisl Inn,Vienna, and deep in the Catacombs under

Cesky Krumlov’s historic town square

Stay 2 nights in the cobble stoned streets of Rothenburg barely

100 metres from perhaps the most romantic of all Christmas

Markets and enjoy a Nightwatchman walking tour

Visit the baroque city of Wurzburg, starting point of the

‘Romantic Road’

Stay 2 nights in the city of ‘Good King Wenceslas’Prague,

and visit the massive castle

Stay 2 nights in Vienna and be guided through the staterooms

and ‘Hall of Mirrors’ in the Schönbrunn Palace

Enjoy a private guided tour through the astonishing Melk Abbey

and visit Cesky Budejovice

Cesky Krumlov
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trials. Nurnberg now boasts extensive pedestrian walkways and the most

splendid Christmas Markets in Europe. Local choirs sing and the smell of

mulled wine and roasting sausages, chestnuts and sweets fill the air.

Fantastic! We return to Rothenburg mid afternoon and the rest of your

day is free. (B)

DAY 4 - 19 DECEMBER PRAGUE

Crossing into the Czech Republic we arrive into Prague early afternoon.The

central ‘old town’ is full of romantic, colourful shop fronts built into the

historical buildings.Your first class hotel for the next two nights is excellently

located on the main Prague boulevard Wenceslas Square. (B, D)

Your Prague Hotel – The Adria Hotel is a traditionally classic hotel which

combines the nostalgic charm of Old city Prague with all the modern features

of a four star hotel in the heart of Prague.The Adria is perfectly located on the

main Prague boulevard Wenceslas Square with each room featuring uniquely

different style. For more information see: http://www.adria.cz/

DAY 5 - 20 DECEMBER PRAGUE

This morning we have included a local guide for a tour through this

fascinating city from the Hradcany – Prague Castle to St Vitus

Cathedral. Entrances are included. Prague Castle covers over 7 hectares

and is the largest ancient castle in the world. We also visit Zlatá Ulièka

(the Golden Lane) with its tiny colourful houses built right into the

arches of the Castle walls and named after the goldsmiths who lived here

in the 17th century. The whole afternoon and evening is free to explore

the laneways, churches and bridges of this beautiful city. Prague is the

city of ‘good King Wenceslas’ so naturally the best Christmas markets are

in Wenceslas Square and the Old Town. Time to sip medovina – a

warm honey liquor. (B)
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Rothenburg - image courtesy of Annette Gray
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DAY 6 - 21 DECEMBER VIENNA

Driving south we reach the imperial city of Vienna around lunchtime.This

afternoon we enjoy a panoramic drive along the Ringstrasse lined with

the grand monuments and buildings of the once great Hapsburg Empire.

We also take a guided tour through the State Apartments of the

magnificent Royal summer residence – the Schönbrunn Palace. As a

special treat, at dusk we also enjoy visiting the picturesque Christmas

markets located in the Palace forecourt. (B, D)

Your Vienna Hotel – The Regina Hotel. Family run for over 110 years this first

class hotel offers a sophisticated and elegant atmosphere. It is located a few

minutes walk from all the cultural places of interest and downtown shopping

areas. All rooms have private facilities, TV, radio, phone and hairdryer with a

great restaurant.

DAY 7 - 22 DECEMBER VIENNA

A completely free day to relax and enjoy this enchanting city of museums

and style which boasts so many grand sights from the State Opera House

and Hofburg Palace to the spire of St. Stephen's Cathedral. Christmas

shopping? Try the excellent Christmas Market outside the Town Hall with its

fabulously decorated trees and folklore displays. Dinner tonight is a special

treat as we have reserved tables at the nearby Griechenbeisl Inn. A 'mere’

500 years old this beautifully preserved Inn has been a social gathering point

of so many famous historical figures from Beethoven and Schubert to

Wagner and Mark Twain (who have autographed the walls!). (B, D)

DAY 8 - 23 DECEMBER CESKY KRUMLOV

Joining the Danube at Melk, we take a privately guided tour through the

astonishing monastery – an enormous baroque creation with an old

library of antique books and a beautifully painted cathedral ceiling.Your

lunchtime will be free in the charming village of Melk. Near Linz we turn

north over the Danube and soon enter the Czech Republic to reach the

perfectly preserved 13th century town of Cesky Krumlov. Originally built

as a hamlet around the impressive castle, the wealth from the silver and

gold mining, plus a population of Catholic aristocrats seeking refuge

during the Reformation, made Cesky Krumlov the most important city in

southern Bohemia. This city is an extraordinary time capsule and a

fantastic place to spend your Christmas.World Heritage listed, we will stay

the next three nights in the very heart of the delightful old town.On arrival

we have included the services of a local guide to bring to life the history

and background of this extraordinary town and castle.Dinner tonight will

be in probably the most unusual restaurant you have ever dined in – the

Catacombs under the central town square. Accessed by a small spiral

staircase we walk deep underground through nooks and crannies with

low, vaulted ceilings and rough hewn stone walls to enjoy a typical Czech

meats and fish grill. (B, D)

Your Christmas Hotel in Cesky Krumlov – The first class Hotel Ruze. In 1584

Vilhelm of RoÏmberk, master of the house of RoÏmberks, knight of the Order of

the Golden Fleece - highest order of Prague,invited the Order of Jesuits to Cesky

Krumlov. He built a university monastery for them. This has recently been

extensively reconstructed preserving the beautiful Renaissance architecture

and creating your 70 room hotel – The Ruze. The furniture, rooms and public

areas are a delight.Set in the absolute centre of town,the terrace has beautiful

views of the Vltava River. Your stay here will be an unforgettable experience.

Have a look for yourself – Go to http://www.hotelruze.cz/en

DAY 9 - 24 DECEMBER CESKY KRUMLOV

We spend the morning with a local guide in nearby Cesky Budejovice (often

Vienna Town Hall Christmas Markets
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• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described in

the itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 11 nights selected accommodation

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Buffet breakfasts daily

• Christmas Turkey lunch

• 9 evening dinners including a traditional Christmas Eve

dinner, welcome and farewell dinners, Griechenbeisl Inn

Vienna and Catacombs dinner in Cesky Krumlov

• Welcome drink in Frankfurt and Cesky Krumlov

• Tea and coffee with all dinners

• Local guides in Prague,Vienna, Cesky Krumlov and Cesky

Budejovice

• Entrances to Prague Castle, Schönbrunn Palace and Melk

Abbey

• Nightwatchman tour in Rothenburg

known as Budweis and famous for Budweiser beer) with its large, ornate

town square and old town hall with murals and bronze gargoyles. Your

afternoon is at leisure back in Cesky Krumlov.Traditions are important in the

Czech Republic and Christmas Eve is the most important time of Christmas.

Tonight enjoy a welcome drink before a 5 course typical Czech Christmas

Dinner.Those interested can attend midnight mass in the massive cathedral

right next to the hotel. (B, D)

DAY 10 - 25 DECEMBER CESKY KRUMLOV

Your day is free amongst the narrow cobbled stone alleys, winding streets,

wooden bridges and quaint lanes.We have included aTurkey lunch and your

afternoon is free to relax in the spectacular setting of your hotel, before

dinner. (B, L, D)

DAY 11 - 26 DECEMBER SALZBURG

We arrive into Salzburg around lunch time,the Baroque city of Mozart sitting

beneath its enormous Festung (Fortress).After leisure for lunch,you will meet

your guide for an afternoon walking city tour who will introduce this

enchanting city,including several locations used in the film‘Sound of Music’.

This evening we have included a farewell dinner with wine and beer. (B, D)

Your Salzburg Hotel – The Stadtkrug Hotel.This four star hotel is located in a

quite area of the old town centre of Salzburg and just a few minutes’ walk to

all the notable sights of town.

DAY 12 - 27 DECEMBER MUNICH

This morning you are transferred to Munich where your tour sadly comes

to an end and it’s time to bid farewell. (B)

Why not join us for New Year in Switzerland,
Bavaria, Italy, Salzburg, Paris or London?
Our 6 exciting New Year tours have been specially designed to start as

this Christmas tour ends. See pages 60-72.

12 days only $3,629 pp twin share

Single supplement $689 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price
‘Rothenburg was the highlight – magical! The Nightwatch-

man Tour was great and it was excellent that it was an

inclusion.Our tour guide was the best that I have experienced

– organised, patient, relaxed, friendly, humorous and very

knowledgeable.This tour was excellent and good value for

the price.’ Marilyn
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Tour Inclusions

Prague by night

Ruze Hotel, Cesky Krumlov
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DAY 1 - 12 DECEMBER FRANKFURT

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Frankfurt. There is so

much to see and do in the city centre. Dinner tonight is included in your

hotel but first, enjoy a welcome drink. This is an ideal chance to get to

know your fellow travellers. (D)

Your Frankfurt Hotel – The Hilton Frankfurt. This First Class hotel is in a superb

location near the city centre. All rooms have private facilities, telephone, TV,

mini bar, hair dryer etc.

DAY 2 - 13 DECEMBER ROTHENBURG O.D.T

We arrive into the Baroque city of Wurzburg, starting point of the

Romantic Road, mid morning. You will have plenty of free time in the

Altstadt (old town) amongst the Christmas Market stalls before we

continue to nearby Rothenburg… one of the finest medieval cities in all

Europe. The rest of the afternoon is free to enjoy the delightful cobbled

stone streets, ramparts and turrets of this picture perfect town. Make a

point of walking through the famous 'Christmas Shop' known for its

stunning displays.The Christmas Markets set in narrow alleys are perhaps

the quaintest you will ever see.This evening after dinner in your hotel, we

have included a special treat - a torchlight tour with the Night Watchman

through the beautifully preserved ramparts and winding streets. (B, D)

Your Rothenburg Hotel - Tilman Riemenschneider. This splendid old half

timbered hotel is superbly located inside the old medieval walls barely 50

paces from the central market square. The hotel offers restaurants

traditionally decorated with original paintings and wooden carvings and

rooms with individually painted alpine-inspired furniture, private facilities,

cable TV and hair dryers. On the Web? Have a look at the hotel on

http://www.tilman-riemenschneider.de

DAY 3 - 14 DECEMBER ROTHENBURG O.D.T

Today we visit medieval Nurnberg with its massive stone towers and gates,

which was once the setting for enormous Nazi rallies and the War Crimes

Bohemia & Christmas in the Tyrol
16 Captivating Days – Frankfurt to Munich –Escorted Tour

Albatross gives you more…

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�

Rothenburg Christmas Markets

Less time on coaches,
average 139 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $1,500 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference

Celebrate Christmas over 5 nights in a first class chalet style hotel

in the Austrian Tyrol, with visits to Bad Hofgastein, Kitzbuhel and

the Sound of Music ‘Wedding Church’ in Mondsee

Savour the Christmas Markets in Frankfurt, Rothenburg, Nurnberg,

Prague, Salzburg,Vienna and Schönbrunn Palace at dusk

Enjoy a special Christmas Eve Gala dinner,Turkey Christmas Day

lunch, plus dinners in the old Griechenbeisl Inn,Vienna, and deep

in the Catacombs under Cesky Krumlov’s historic town square

Stay 2 nights in the cobble stoned streets of Rothenburg and visit

perhaps the most romantic of all Christmas Markets

Visit the baroque city of Wurzburg, starting point of the ‘Romantic

Road’, medieval Nurnberg, stay 2 nights in the city of ‘Good King

Wenceslas’Prague, and visit the massive castle

Stay 3 nights in festive Vienna and be guided through the

staterooms and ‘Hall of Mirrors’ in the Schönbrunn Palace

Enjoy a private guided tour through the astonishing Melk Abbey

and a Nightwatchman tour in Rothenburg

Relax on a horse-drawn carriage ride in the Austrian countryside,

and enjoy a guided Kirchberg village walk and hot chocolate and

ginger biscuits in St Peter’s Keller, Salzburg
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trials. Nurnberg now boasts extensive pedestrian walkways and the most

splendid Christmas Markets in Europe. Local choirs sing and the smell of

mulled wine and roasting sausages, chestnuts and sweets fill the air.

Fantastic! We return to Rothenburg mid afternoon and the rest of your

day is free. (B)

DAY 4 - 15 DECEMBER PRAGUE

Crossing into the Czech Republic we arrive into Prague early afternoon.The

central ‘old town’ is full of romantic, colourful shop fronts built into the

historical buildings.Your first class hotel for the next two nights is excellently

located on the main Prague boulevard Wenceslas Square. (B, D)

Your Prague Hotel – The Adria Hotel is a traditionally classic hotel which

combines the nostalgic charm of Old city Prague with all the modern features

of a four star hotel in the heart of Prague.The Adria is perfectly located on the

main Prague boulevard Wenceslas Square with each room featuring uniquely

different style. For more information see: http://www.adria.cz

DAY 5 - 16 DECEMBER PRAGUE

This morning we have included a local guide for a tour through this

fascinating city from the Hradcany – Prague Castle to St Vitus Cathedral.

Entrances are included. Prague Castle covers over 7 hectares and is the

largest ancient castle in the world. We also visit Zlatá Ulièka (the Golden

Lane) with its tiny colourful houses built right into the arches of the Castle

walls and named after the goldsmiths who lived here in the 17th century.

The whole afternoon and evening is free to explore the laneways,

churches and bridges of this beautiful city. Prague is the city of ‘good

King Wenceslas’ so naturally the best Christmas markets are in

Wenceslas Square and the Old Town. Time to sip medovina – a warm

honey liquor. (B)

DAY 6 - 17 DECEMBER VIENNA

After a leisurely start we drive south and reach Brno – the second largest

city in the Czech Republic for lunchtime. Later we continue south to the

imperial city of Vienna where we stay three nights. (B, D)

Your Vienna Hotel –The Regina Hotel.Family run for over 110 years this first class

hotel offers a sophisticated and elegant atmosphere.It is located a few minutes

walk from all the cultural places of interest and downtown shopping areas.

DAY 7 - 18 DECEMBER VIENNA

Our panoramic city tour this morning will bring to life all the sights,gardens

and monuments of this city, from the State Opera House and the Hofburg

Palace to the spire of St.Stephen’s Cathedral.Later we take a delightful drive

winding up through the Vienna Woods to the ‘Hellental’ where we take a

privately-guided tour through the Heiligenkreuz Monastery. We also visit

the memorial Chapel in Mayerling before heading back to the old city for

lunchtime. This afternoon we have included entrance and a guided tour

through the State Apartments of the magnificent Royal summer residence

– the Schönbrunn Palace. As a special treat, at dusk we also enjoy visiting

the picturesque Christmas markets located in the Palace forecourt. This

evening is at leisure. (B)

Vienna Christmas Markets - image courtesy of Alan and Denise Dixon

Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions
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DAY 8 - 19 DECEMBER VIENNA

A completely free day to relax and enjoy this enchanting city of museums

and style. Christmas shopping? Try the excellent Christmas Market outside

the Town Hall where you will find mulled wine, ginger biscuits, music,

fabulously decorated trees and folklore displays. Dinner tonight is a special

treat as we have reserved tables at the nearby Griechenbeisl Inn. A 'mere’

500 years old this beautifully preserved Inn has been a social gathering

point of so many famous historical figures from Beethoven and Schubert to

Wagner and Mark Twain (who have autographed the walls!). (B, D)

DAY 9 - 20 DECEMBER CESKY KRUMLOV

Joining the Danube at Melk, we take a privately guided tour through the

astonishing monastery – an enormous baroque creation with an old library

of antique books and a beautifully painted cathedral ceiling.Your lunchtime

will be free in the charming village of Melk. Near Linz we turn north over

the Danube and soon enter the Czech Republic to reach the perfectly

preserved 13th century town of Cesky Krumlov.Originally built as a hamlet

around the impressive castle, the wealth from the silver and gold mining,

plus a population of Catholic aristocrats seeking refuge during the

Reformation, made Cesky Krumlov the most important city in southern

Bohemia.This city is an extraordinary time capsule and World Heritage listed,

we will stay the next two nights in the very heart of the delightful old town.

Tonight dinner has been included in the hotel. (B, D)

Your Cesky Krumlov Hotel – The first class Hotel Ruze. In 1584 Vilhelm of

RoÏmberk,master of the house of RoÏmberks, knight of the Order of the Golden

Fleece - highest order of Prague, invited the Order of Jesuits to Cesky Krumlov.

He built a university monastery for them. This has recently been extensively

reconstructed preserving the beautiful Renaissance architecture and creating

your 70 room hotel – The Ruze. The furniture, rooms and public areas are a

delight.Set in the absolute centre of town,the terrace has beautiful views of the

Vltava River.Your stay here will be an unforgettable experience.Have a look for

yourself – Go to http://www.hotelruze.cz/en

DAY 10 - 21 DECEMBER CESKY KRUMLOV

This morning we have included the services of a local guide to bring to life

the history and background of this extraordinary town including a visit

inside the stunning Castle – once the second most important fortification

in central Europe.Your afternoon is free in Cesky Krumlov to relax and enjoy

the cobbled streets, cafes, winding alleys and don’t forget the Christmas

Markets. Dinner tonight will be in probably the most unusual restaurant

you have ever dined in – the Catacombs under the central town square.

Accessed by a small spiral staircase we walk deep underground through

nooks and crannies with low, vaulted ceilings and rough hewn stone walls

to enjoy a typical Czech meats and fish grill. (B, D)

DAY 11 - 22 DECEMBER KIRCHBERG

Crossing into Austria we reach the pretty town of Mondsee,by Lake Mondsee,

before midday.Whilst enjoying free time to get lunch,make sure you visit the

church made famous in the wedding scene of the film the‘Sound of Music’.

Later we continue to Kirchberg which will be your home over the next five

nights. Located 10 kms from Kitzbuhel, Kirchberg is an excellent ski resort in

its own right. As dusk approaches we visit the nearby village of Reith to

witness a very unusual Advent Calendar tradition. Here, 24 buildings form a

nostalgic Advent Calender with their elaborate, Christmas window displays.

Late each afternoon a new window is ceremoniously unveiled creating a

wonderful festive atmosphere. This evening, enjoy a welcome drink before

dinner. (B,D)

Your Tyrolean Christmas Hotel….. The Kirchberger Hof. This excellent, chalet

style 4 star hotel is located just a short walk from the centre of Kirchberg village.

The atmosphere is charming with that traditional Austrian wood and stone

décor, rooms are spacious with balconies and the dining is excellent! (4 course

Top of Hahnenkamm, Kitzbuhel - image courtesy of Nathan Piesse
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dinners each night). Recent extensive renovations provides a wonderful

wellness centre including an excellent indoor pool, steam room and sauna.

Located in a dramatic setting of snow covered Alps - where else would you want

to stay for Christmas? See http://www.kirchbergerhof.at/en

DAY 12 - 23 DECEMBER KIRCHBERG

We have included a full day excursion today. En route to Salzburg our first

stop is at the nearby village of Oberndorf where we visit the famous‘Silent

Night Chapel’ on the site the Christmas carol was first performed.We then

continue on to Salzburg – the Baroque city of Mozart sitting beneath its

enormous Festung (Fortess). A walking city tour with an expert local guide

will introduce you to this enchanting city, including several locations used

in the film 'Sound of Music'. As a finale you will assemble amongst the fir

trees in the small stone courtyard of the St Peter's Keller,dating back to the

1500's and Salzburg's oldest restaurant,for some hot chocolate and biscuits.

The rest of the day is free to enjoy the city. The huge castle makes a

fascinating visit and don't forget to soak up the atmosphere of the famous

Salzburg Christmas Markets. (B, D)

DAY 13 - 24 DECEMBER KIRCHBERG

Christmas Eve! This morning we visit Austria's most popular winter

resort of Kitzbuhel. Still retaining the atmosphere of a Tyrolean village in

its historic centre, old-style houses with projecting gables and

painted exteriors compete for attention with shops selling Europe's most

exclusive brand names. Time to explore the town or maybe take the

cable car up the Kitzbuheler Horn and visit one of the 23 mountain

restaurants. Your afternoon is free back in Kirchberg where we enjoy

Christmas cookies and Gluhwein before our 5 course, candle lit, Christmas

Eve Gala Dinner. (B, D)

DAY 14 - 25 DECEMBER KIRCHBERG

Christmas Day as it should be – relaxing,eating and drinking in a delightful

Alpine location. Perhaps go for a winter walk or take a cable car to the top

of the ski fields.A Christmas lunch will also be enjoyed and highlight of the

day will be your ride in a horse-drawn carriage through the local

countryside. (B, L, D)

DAY 15 - 26 DECEMBER KIRCHBERG

Boxing Day! There is nothing like an adventurous day in the mountains,and

for that we drive into the Hohe Tauern National Park. Today you have a

choice - go high or get wet! First stop of the day will be in the spa resort

town of Bad Hofgastein. Hot, natural thermal water spring from the

mountains, and for those wanting to be perfumed and pampered the

Alpentherme Spa Resort in the Kurpark will be where you enjoy your day.

Bathing outside in the hot thermal waters, surrounded by the magnificent

snow covered mountains, is an extraordinary experience. Alternatively, for

those seeking more adventure,we will also take you further down the road

to nearby Bad Gastein. Here you can catch the cable car up the

Stubnerkogel Mountain,where at an altitude of 2,300 metres you can walk

across a narrow, 140 metre long suspension bridge spanning two peaks.

(Spa entrance and mountain lift fees not included) (B, D)

DAY 16 - 27 DECEMBER TO MUNICH

This morning you are transferred to Munich where you tour sadly comes to

an end and it’s time to bid farewell. (B)

Why not join us for New Year in Switzerland,
Bavaria, Italy, Salzburg, Paris or London?
Our 6 exciting New Year tours have been specially designed to start as this

Christmas tour ends. See pages 60-72.

• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described

in the itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 15 nights selected accommodation

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Buffet breakfasts daily and Christmas Turkey lunch

• 12 evening dinners including a traditional Christmas Eve

dinner, welcome and farewell dinners, Griechenbeisl Inn

Vienna and Catacombs dinner in Cesky Krumlov

• Welcome drink in Frankfurt and Kirchberg, hot

chocolate and ginger biscuits in St Peter’s Keller,

Salzburg

• Tea and coffee with all dinners

• Local guides in Prague,Vienna, Cesky Krumlov and

Salzburg

• Entrances to Prague Castle, Heiligenkreuz Monastery,

Schönbrunn Palace, and Melk Abbey

Tour Inclusions

16 days only $4,489 pp twin share

Single supplement $729 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price

Cesky Krumlov Castle
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New Year Tours
Our exciting New Year tours have been specially designed to not only be

enjoyed as ‘stand alone’tours but also so they can be seamlessly ‘bolted on’

to almost all of our Christmas Breaks and Christmas Tours. Whether you are

seeking spectacular New Year’s Eve celebrations with massive firework

displays or perhaps simply more time in the mountains,playing in the snow,

we have something for you.

New Year's Eve Fireworks in London
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Please note, this is not an escorted tour. It doesn’t need to be. It has been

specifically designed with individual flexibility in mind and includes travel

on the incredibly reliable and comprehensive Swiss Rail system. We offer

you the choice of staying in either of two superb hotels - the Hotel

Alpenblick in the village of Wilderswil or the Hotel Oberland in the village

of Lauterbrunnen. See page 21 for detailed hotel descriptions.

Swiss New Year Break
8 Wonderful Days – Zurich Or Luzern To Zurich – Non Escorted Stay

Albatross gives you more…

More sightseeing
time. Scenic train
rides included.

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

All breakfasts and
dinners included

The Albatross Difference

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�
�
�

Celebrate New Year over 7 nights in your choice of hotel in

the heart of the magnificent Bernese Oberland

Excellent touring programme using the wonderful Swiss

rail system – come and go as you wish

Versatility - you can start and end this tour from any point

within Switzerland or any border point

Ride in the Brunig Panoramic Express from Luzern, past

Meiringen and alongside Lake Brienz to Interlaken.

Passengers joining this New Year tour in Luzern

immediately after one of our Christmas Tours can elect to

change this day excursion to any place on the Swiss Rail

network

Visit the cobbled stone squares of medieval Berne

Travel through the soaring snow covered Alps on the Salon

Bleu and Crystal Panoramic express trains past Gstaad and

Château-d’Oex to Montreux on Lake Geneva

See Interlaken and Lake Thun

Enjoy superb access to Switzerland’s greatest Alpine trains

and cable car rides

Daily buffet breakfasts and 4-course dinners are included

Château de Chillon, Montreux, Lake Geneva

No high heels, please
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• Round trip train transfers between any point in

Switzerland and Wilderswil or Lauterbrunnen stations

• No optional excursions lists or hidden, later charged

extras

• 7 nights accommodation with private facilities in your

choice of hotel

• Buffet breakfast daily including hot and cold selections

• 4-course evening dinners including a special New Year’s

Eve Dinner

• Train excursions to Luzern, medieval Bern and to Lake

Geneva/Montreux Region on the Salon Bleu/Crystal

Panoramic Express train

• Discount pass for further train travel and mountain

excursions

Tour Inclusions

8 days only $1,759 pp twin share

Single supplement $140 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Child discounts apply to 15 years and under

Tour Price

DAY 1 - 28 DECEMBER TO YOUR SWISS NEW YEAR HOTEL

We have included rail transfers from Zurich, or Luzern, or any point in the

country,to your Alpine hotel where you will stay the next seven nights.Buffet

breakfasts and four course evening dinners are included each day. (D)

Both hotels are located in the heart of the Bernese Oberland - home to the

mighty peaks of the Jungfrau, Mönch, Eiger (of ‘The Eiger Sanction’ fame),

the Breithorn and the Schilthorn, as well as internationally known winter

resorts like Interlaken,Wengen, Grindelwald and Mürren.

DAY 2 -7 – 29 DECEMBER - 3 JANUARY

AT YOUR SWISS NEW YEAR HOTEL

The alpine peaks of Switzerland are world famous and you will be staying

in the heart of this incredibly dramatic scenery.There are numerous world

class ski fields nearby and the area is littered with excellent walking and

cross country skiing trails tracks.

During your stay we have included three exhilarating alpine excursions

by train – to medieval Bern, Montreux on Lake Geneva (on the Salon

Bleu/Crystal Panoramic Express) and Luzern (on the Brünig Panoramic

Express). Since you may possibly be joining this programme at Luzern

immediately after completing a Christmas tour, you can substitute the

suggested Luzern excursion with a trip to another part of Switzerland.

Perhaps the lakeside towns of Thun, Brienz (noted for its wood-carvings),

and Interlaken or maybe Meiringen where delicious Meringues were first

created! Your choice!

Your train pass also offers discounts on additional train trips to these

places plus various special scenic train rides such as the cog-railway trip

up to the Jungfraujoch – the highest rail station in Europe. At 11,000 feet

high the views are magnificent. (B, D daily)

DAY 8 – 4 JANUARY TOUR ENDS

Sadly your New Year Break is complete. Your train ticket allows you to

transfer to any departure point in Switzerland. (B)

‘I must pass on my congratulations to Albatross on our

Swiss New Year break at the Hotel Oberland in

Lauterbrunnen,Switzerland.As this was an unescorted

tour, your instructions were easy to read and follow. I

now know the Swiss rail system is on time and frequent

but when I first arrived this was unknown so the

timetables you provided were of great assistance.The

staff at the Hotel Oberland were very friendly and of

great assistance when required. I had a broken arm

during this visit and on checkout there was no problem,

in fact they offered to take our luggage to the station.’

David

Zurich

Eiger / JungfrauLAUTERBRUNNEN

Bern

Interlaken
Thun

Meiringen

WILDERSWIL

Luzern

7
7

Montreux

SWITZERLAND

FRANCE

Overnight stays

Included excursions

Kleine Scheidegg and the North face of the Eiger
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DAY 1 - 28 DECEMBER LUZERN

This 'New Year in Bavaria' tour has been specially designed to start in

Luzern as your Christmas Tour ends. The day is free in this delightful

lakeside town with its covered wooden bridges and excellent shopping

promenades. Dine in style this evening. Your Welcome Dinner will be at

the Palace Hotel but first enjoy a welcome drink. (D)

Your Luzern Hotel – Hotel Palace.This 5 star hotel located on the banks of the

Lake, in the heart of Luzern,offers more than 100 years of history.The stunning

interior reflects classic elegance, whilst being equipped with all the modern

facilities required to ensure your comfort.

DAY 2 - 29 DECEMBER HOHENSCHWANGAU, BAVARIAN ALPS

Crossing Switzerland we enter Germany and make a stop in Lindau on

Lake Bodensee (Constance). This beautifully preserved island town is

complete with medieval lighthouses and cobble stoned streets.Later this

afternoon we continue to the tiny village of Hohenschwangau where we

stay for the next three nights.What a setting!

On one hill overlooking the village you have the neo-Gothic Castle of

Hohenschwangau and on the other side above the village is a wooded

mountain spur and Neuschwanstein - the Fairytale Castle of 'Mad' King

Ludwig. To complete the picture there's a beautiful lake not far from the

hotel doorstep. On arrival we have arranged a Bavarian Welcome Drink

before dinner in your charming hotel. (B, D)

Your Bavarian Hotel - The Hotel Muller. Your First Class hotel is in the most

enchanting of settings. Old-style wood panelling, octagonal restaurant and

Wintergarden both with castle views, veranda with open fireplace and views

of Castle Hohenschwangau, Coachman's Room, cocktail lounge - the list goes

on. Most rooms have views of one of the two castles and all have private

facilities, telephone,TV.
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New Year in Bavaria
7 Nostalgic Days – Luzern to Frankfurt – Escorted Tour

Albatross gives you more…

Less time on coaches,
average 163 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers for
a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $700 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Celebrate New Year over 3 nights in the tiny Bavarian village of

Hohenschwangau nestled beneath Ludwig's 'Fairytale Castle’

Following a special New Year’s Eve gala evening dinner enjoy a

memorable fireworks show beside your hotel with a backdrop of

Ludwig's castles

Hop on a horse and buggy, and ride up through the woods to

take a guided tour of Neuschwanstein Castle

Visit the beautifully decorated Weiskirche (the Church in the

Meadows) and Kloster Ettal. Enjoy guided tours of neo-gothic

Hohenschwangau Castle and the Oberammergau ‘Passion Play’

theatre

Explore picturesque Füssen, medieval Lindau on Lake Constance

and see Ulm Cathedral – with the tallest steeple in the world

Stay 2 nights in the cobble stoned streets of Rothenburg barely

100 metres from the romantic town square and enjoy a

Nightwatchman walking tour

Visit medieval Nurnberg with its Nazi rally grounds, massive

stone towers and gates

Hohenschwangau Village Sunset - image courtesy of Colin Pieper



• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described in

the itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach for excursions and touring

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 6 nights accommodation

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Full buffet breakfasts daily

• 6 dinners including a Welcome Dinner and Gala Dinner on

New Year’s Eve

• Tea and coffee with all dinners

• Welcome drink in Luzern and Hohenschwagau

• Nightwatchman tour in Rothenburg and horse and carriage

ride to the Fairytale Castle

• Entrance and guided tours through Neuschwanstein and

Hohenschwangau Castles and the Passion Play theatre

Tour Inclusions

7 days only $2,479 pp twin share

Single supplement $579 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price
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DAY 3 - 30 DECEMBER HOHENSCHWANGAU, BAVARIAN ALPS

Boarding your horse and carriage right outside your hotel you will ride up

through the wooded road to visit Neuschwanstein Castle.On arrival you will

enjoy a guided tour inside the King's apartments,staterooms,halls and throne

room,all reminiscent of a Wagner operatic saga.Around midday we take you

to the nearby town of Fussen to take lunch at leisure.Stretches of the original

Roman defensive walls are still in place, and the town's historic character is

particularly evident along the cobbled Reichenstrasse. High above, the old

castle of the Prince-Bishops of Augsburg dominates the town. In the

afternoon we will also visit the neo-Gothic Hohenschwangau Castle. Rich in

history, you will find the interior typical of the Castles of the Knights of the

Middle Ages,with its 'Hall of Heroes',paintings and suits of armour. (B,D)

DAY 4 - 31 DECEMBER HOHENSCHWANGAU, BAVARIAN ALPS

A wonderful day in the mountains! Our first stop this morning is at the richly

decorated Wieskirche (Church in the Meadows) with its incredible painted

ceilings.Later we stop at the Passion Play village of Oberammergau with its

ornately painted houses. Once every ten years this village stages a world

famous Passion Play and we have included a guided tour through the

Passion Play Theatre. Next stop is at Kloster Ettal.This monastery in a lovely

shaded valley dates back over 700 years and is one of the finest examples

of Rococo architecture in existence. Returning to our hotel mid afternoon

we get ready for our special New Year’s Eve dinner. (B, D)

DAY 5 - 1 JANUARY ROTHENBURG O.D.T.

Happy New Year! Sleep in and relax. Breakfast is at leisure. Mid Morning we

depart for Rothenburg via Ulm where you will have time for lunch and to

visit the cathedral with the tallest steeple in the world. We then continue

up part of the Romantische Strasse (Romantic Road) to picture perfect

Rothenburg -the finest medieval city in all Europe - with its delightful

cobbled stone streets, ramparts and turrets. Later, after dinner, we have

included a special treat - a torchlight tour with the Night Watchman through

the beautifully preserved ramparts and winding streets. (B, D)

Your Rothenburg Hotel - Tilman Riemenschneider. This splendid old, half

timbered hotel is superbly located inside the medieval walls barely 50 paces

from the central market square. The hotel offers restaurants traditionally

decorated with original paintings and wooden carvings and rooms with

individually painted alpine-inspired furniture, private facilities, cable TV and

hair dryers. On the Web? Have a look at the hotel on http://www.tilman-

riemenschneider.de

DAY 6 - 2 JANUARY ROTHENBURG O.D.T

We have included a morning excursion to medieval Nurnberg with its

massive stone towers and gates.Once the setting for enormous Nazi rallies

and the War Crimes trials, we visit the massive rally grounds before taking

a walk through the old city with its extensive pedestrian walkways.

Returning to Rothenburg mid-afternoon you will have ample time to relax

and go shopping. Make a point of walking through the world famous

'Christmas Shop' nearby which is known for its stunning displays. Huge

Christmas Trees,detailed festive scenes and even a Christmas Pyramid - the

height of a two storey house. A walk around the intact city walls and

ramparts is a must. Later, enjoy your Farewell dinner at the hotel. (B, D)

DAY 7 - 3 JANUARY TO FRANKFURT

This morning we depart Rothenburg and arrive into Frankfurt around

midday.We will be making stops at the airport,central railway station and if

possible other points. Regarding onward travel, note we will not arrive into

Frankfurt until approximately midday.Please ensure that any onward travel

arrangements you make are not confirmed for travel prior to 3pm.Sadly,after

dropping everyone off,your very special New Year tour will be complete. (B)
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‘Absolutely fabulous

tour! Weather was

perfect and the sights

were interesting and

so picturesque,but my

absolute favourite was spending time in Rothenburg. I

was able to immerse myself in the atmosphere of

medieval Germany and I loved it!’ Sandra

Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions



DAY 1 - 28 DECEMBER LUZERN

This ‘New Year in an Italian Castle’ tour has been specially designed to start

in Luzern as your Christmas Tour ends.The day is free in this delightful town

with lakeside promenades,covered bridges and cobbled stone streets.Early

evening we have provided a welcome drink for you in the hotel. Why not

take this chance to meet your Tour Manager and the rest of your fellow

travellers. Dine in style this evening at the hotel. (D)

Your Luzern Hotel – Wilden Mann Romantik Hotel. Your charming hotel

is a member of the ‘Romantik’ hotel chain and is centrally located only 200

metres walk from the historic Chapel Bridge. Dating back 500 years and

expanded through the 19th century, the Wilden Mann (‘Wild Man’) has a

delightful, traditional décor and ambience. For more information see

http://www.wilden-mann.ch

DAY 2 - 29 DECEMBER INNSBRUCK

A leisurely day as we follow the spectacular Inn Valley through the Tyrol and

make a visit (entrance included) to the Swarovski 'Kristallwelten' (Crystal

Worlds)...a weird and wonderful crystal experience.Later this afternoon we

continue the short distance to the winter resort of Innsbruck.After checking

into our centrally located hotel you will have plenty of time to explore the

Old Town on your doorstep.Make sure you see the picture perfect medieval

square beneath the famous 'Golden Roof’. (B, D)

Your Innsbruck Hotel - Grauer Bäer. Superb location just 200 metres from the
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New Year in an Italian Castle
7 Exhilarating Days – Luzern to Milan – Escorted Tour

Albatross gives you more…

Less time on coaches,
average 183 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers for
a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $700 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference

�

�

�

�

�
�
�
�

Celebrate New Year over 3 nights in a stunning Italian Castle set

in the foothills of the Italian Dolomites

Experience a New Year’s Eve gala dinner with drinks in your

centuries old castle hotel

Stay in medieval Innsbruck and experience the fascinating

Swarovski Crystal World

Take the Brenner Pass across the Alps, and follow the dramatic

Val Sugana through the majestic, snow covered Dolomites

Explore the canals and hump backed bridges of Venice

Relax in the chic ski resort of Cortina d’Ampezzo

Visit Lake Garda and picturesque Sirmione

Enjoy a farewell dinner in elegant, stylish Milan

Venice Grand Canal- image courtesy of Paul Maughan



• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described in the

itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach for excursions and touring

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 6 nights in selected accommodation

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Full buffet breakfasts daily

• Special New Year’s Eve dinner with drinks

• 6 dinners including Welcome dinner and special New Year’s

Eve Gala dinner

• Tea, coffee and water with all dinners

• Local guide Venice

• Welcome drink in Luzern and CastelBrando

• Entrance to Swarovski Crystal World

Tour Inclusions

7 days only $2,289 pp twin share

Single supplement $449 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price
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historic city centre. This is a hotel with style and tradition, a restaurant, a bar,

sauna, steam-bath, solarium and a gym. 196 rooms, with private facilities, TV,

radio, hairdryer.

DAY 3 - 30 DECEMBER CASTELBRANDO

Today we cross into Italy via the Brenner Pass and visit Bolzano, capital of

Alto Adige region. Intricately carved gables, painted timber façades and

an elegant arcaded main street illustrate the influence of both Tyrolean

and Italian cultures. At Trento we cut across the scenic Val Sugana and

mid afternoon reach the foothills of the Dolomites and our superb

CastelBrando. Located above the village of Cison di Valmarino this 2,000

year old Roman fortress was turned into a sumptuous noble’s palace in

the 13th century. On arrival we have included a guided tour of the castle

– there is a lot to see - and this will be your home for the next three

evocative nights. (B, D)

Your Castle Hotel – CastelBrando.Skilful restoration and sensitive modernization

have brought the original magnificence back to life. Guelph style decorative

battlements, stone cellars, tapestries, swords and suits of armour set the scene

for the elegant halls, dining rooms, manicured gardens and terraces

overlooking the valley. There is an extensive beauty and wellness centre

connected to the hotel (entrance charge applicable) with an indoor pool,

thermal health spa,massage services and Turkish baths.For more information

look at http://www.castelbrando.it

DAY 4 - 31 DECEMBER CASTELBRANDO

New Year’s Eve. Today we visit nearby Venice – arguably one of the most

romantic cities in the world. At Tronchetto we board a boat to take us to St

Marc’s Square where we join our expert local guide for a walking tour. The

rest of the day is free to shop and explore the myriad of narrow, water lined

streets and canals spanned by humped back bridges.Tonight we enjoy a Gala

New Year’s Eve Dinner in ‘our’ castle. Sit back and enjoy fine Italian dining,

numerous courses withVenetian fish specialties,selected regional wines and

live musical entertainment.This will be a night to remember! (B,D)

DAY 5 - 1 JANUARY CASTELBRANDO

Time to have some fun in the snow as we drive north into the spectacular

Dolomites to visit the chic Italian ski resort of Cortina d’Ampezzo.The rest

of the day is free to enjoy the breathtaking scenery of the dramatic, snow

laden peaks surrounding you.For lunch maybe take the cable car to one of

the numerous mountain restaurants. (B, D)

DAY 6 - 2 JANUARY MILAN

Leaving our castle we head for the shores of Lake Garda where we take a

morning break in the incredibly picturesque town of Sirmione with its tiny

harbour surrounded by cobbled stone walkways and cafes. Later we

continue to the stylish city of Milan for time at leisure before enjoying a

farewell dinner in a local restaurant. (B, D)

Your Milan Hotel – The 4 star Michaelangelo. This first class, modern hotel is

in a brilliant location being right opposite the central railway station,

transport links and only two subway stops to Cathedral Square and the

central shopping district.

DAY 7 - 3 JANUARY MILAN

Italy is at your feet. Sadly your special New Year tour is complete

after breakfast.Wish to stay longer in Milan? No problem! We can arrange

extra nights. (B)
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‘Beautiful hotels! The

castle and New Year’s

Eve celebrations there

were a highlight. The

itinerary was excellent

and gave a great

range of experiences

– the snow in Innsbruck

was fantastic and so

was Venice. Our tour

manager was a wonderful guide – informative, caring

and proactive. I loved all aspects of the tour it was

everything I was hoping for.’ Cheryl

Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions



Please note: This is a preliminary programme and pricing. At the time of

going to print we are still waiting on certain programme elements to be

fully confirmed and as such please understand that this itinerary, and

these inclusions and prices are all subject to final confirmation. Once set

in stone, exact details will be confirmed on our web site. In the meantime,

please take this published itinerary and cost as being strongly indicative

of the final programme.

DAY 1 - 28 DECEMBER MUNICH

Your tour commences this evening in Munich. Dinner tonight is included in

your hotel, but first enjoy a welcome drink.This is an ideal chance to meet

and get to know your fellow travellers. (D)

Your Munich Hotel - Maritim.This First Class hotel is in a superb location in the

city centre just a few minutes from the Deutches Theatre and the main

pedestrian shopping mall.

DAY 2 - 29 DECEMBER SCHLOSS LEOPOLDSKRON, SALZBURG

We cross into Austria and mid-morning we reach Salzburg– the Baroque

city of Mozart sitting beneath its enormous Festung (Fortress). A walking

tour with an expert local guide will introduce you to this enchanting city,

including several locations used in the film 'Sound of Music'. Afterwards

enjoy lunchtime at leisure in the old town centre.Mozart’s Birthplace makes

a fascinating visit, as does the ancient castle.

Mid-afternoon we drive through the ornate iron gates and enter beautiful

Schloss Leopoldskron, your Rococo Palace home for the next 5 nights. On

arrival we will enjoy an orientation tour of this grand historical building

including the Chinese and Venetian rooms,the Chapel,the Marble Hall and

we will discover the hidden staircase in the old-world library. Built in 1736,

the Schloss was lovingly restored to its current glory in the early 1900’s by

its then owner,the famous theatre and film director Max Reinhardt.Nestled
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New Year with the Sound of Music
7 Enchanting Days - Munich to Munich – Escorted tour

Albatross gives you more…

Less time on coaches,
average 99 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers for
a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $700 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference

�

�

�

�

�

�

Celebrate the New Year in style – Join us as at the spectacular

rococo ‘Sound of Music’Palace, Schloss Leopoldskron, for a

New Year’s Eve like no other!

Stay 5 nights in the historic Meierhof – part of the palace

complex of the wonderful lakeside Schloss

Experience a special New Year’s Eve gala evening dinner

followed by a memorable fireworks show beside your hotel

with a backdrop of the ‘Sound of Music’ lake

Take a privately guided tour through the ornate staterooms,

halls and library of the famous Palace, explore picturesque

Salzburg, dine in the ancient Augustiner Kloster brewery and

enjoy a special Austrian wine tasting

Watch the magical Rodgers & Hammerstein’s film actually on

the location where it all really happened and later enjoy a

New Year’s Day concert in the Palace’s Great Hall

Enjoy a nostalgic carriage ride through a winter wonderland,

cruise across dramatic Lake Königssee, experience an

adventure ride down the old Salt Mines near Berchtesgaden

and visit the spa town of Bad Hofgastein

Salzburg - image courtesy of Salzburg Tourism



• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described in

the itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 6 nights selected accommodation

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Buffet breakfasts daily

• 6 evening dinners including a welcome dinner, Augustiner

Kloster Brewery dinner, New Year’s Eve Gala dinner

complete with fireworks, an après-ski Austrian BBQ dinner

and farewell party

• Welcome drink in Munich, Austrian wine evening

• Local guide Salzburg and Schloss Leopoldskron

• New Year’s Day concert in the Great Hall, carriage ride, cruise

on Lake Königssee and old Salt Mines tour

Tour Inclusions

7 days only $2,999 pp twin share

Single supplement $399 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

*Preliminary programme and pricing - Confirmed prices on application

Tour Price*
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by a small, idyllic lake with a majestic view of the Untersberg Mountain,

Leopoldskron is not only the birthplace of the Salzburg Festival, but is also

the original location of Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 1965 film “The Sound of

Music”. This evening we will return to nearby Salzburg where we have

arranged dinner in the Augustiner Kloster Brewery. (B, D)

Your feature hotel – The Meierhof.Your rooms are located in the Meierhof - the

historic building in the Palace grounds and only a stone’s throw away from the

Schloss itself.The Meierhof has a reception desk,fitness centre as well as a café-

bar with a terrace overlooking the Leopoldskron Lake.The rooms are classically

furnished. This is where you sleep, however all breakfasts, meals, public areas,

lounges and activities are enjoyed in the beautiful rococo Palace itself.

DAY 3 - 30 DECEMBER SCHLOSS LEOPOLDSKRON, SALZBURG

Heading deep into the Bavarian mountains we reach perhaps the most

beautiful lake of all, Königssee - famous the world over for its steep cliffs

and fjord like lake. We have included a relaxing cruise along the lake to

see the romantic pilgrimage church on St Bartholomew Island. This

afternoon a fun filled ride takes us deep into the old Salt Mines near

Berchtesgaden. After dressing up in traditional salt miner’s uniform we

ride on a small train deep underground, take wooden slides (or steps) and

then float on a barge across a crystal clear underground lake beautifully

illuminated by a light show. This evening back at our Schloss, we sample

local wines with an Austrian wine connoisseur whilst enjoying dinner in

the magnificent Marble Hall. (B, D)

DAY 4 - 31 DECEMBER SCHLOSS LEOPOLDSKRON, SALZBURG

A New Year’s Eve to remember! Driving south, we experience a winter

wonderland as we enjoy a horse-drawn carriage ride through majestic

mountains and snowy woods.The Oberhofalm alpine hut in Filzmoos makes

a perfect lunchtime stop.We return to the Schloss allowing plenty of time to

prepare for your elegant NewYear’s Eve Gala event!What a stunning location

to enjoy a candle-lit dinner followed by dancing with live music and

spectacular fireworks to welcome the arrival of 2014!! (B,D)

DAY 5 - 1 JANUARY SCHLOSS LEOPOLDSKRON, SALZBURG

New Year’s Day. Rest, relax and enjoy an extended New Year’s Day Brunch.

Perhaps stroll around the lake or visit nearby Salzburg town. For ‘Sound of

Music’ fans you will also be able to watch the film actually sitting in the

Schloss where it all happened (followed by a lecture by Georg Steinitz,

assistant local director of this famous film!).Tonight,step back in time to the

days of the salons of Max Reinhardt,as you are treated to an intimate concert

experience in the Great Hall, following dinner in the Marble Hall. (B, D)

DAY 6 - 2 JANUARY SCHLOSS LEOPOLDSKRON, SALZBURG

Today we drive into the Hohe Tauern National Park to the spa resort town

of Bad Hofgastein.Those wanting to be perfumed and pampered can visit

the Alpentherme Spa Resort in the Kurpark.Those seeking more adventure

can catch the cable car up to one of the mountain top restaurants

surrounded by snow covered slopes alive with skiers and snowboarders.

(Spa entrance and mountain lift fees not included.) Back at our Schloss we

will enjoy an après-ski Austrian BBQ and farewell party bringing this

amazing week to a close in the Schloss Bierstube. (B, D)

DAY 7 - 3 JANUARY TO MUNICH

We arrive into Munich around midday, making stops at the airport and

central railway station. (B)
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Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions

Marble Hall



DAY 1 - 28 DECEMBER LUZERN

This‘New Year in Paris’tour has been specially designed to start in Luzern as

your Christmas Tour ends.The day is free in this delightful town with lakeside

promenades, covered bridges and cobbled stone streets. Early evening we

have provided a welcome drink for you in the hotel. Why not take this

chance to meet your Tour Manager and the rest of your fellow travellers.

Dine in style this evening at the Hotel Schweizerhof. (D)

Your Luzern Hotel - Hotel Schweizerhof. The Schweizerhof is distinguished by

five generations of family tradition, a historical building with historical decor.

This 5 star hotel located on the banks of the Lake, in the heart of Luzern's old

town, is one of Switzerland's finest hotels featuring grand ballrooms, columns

and colonnades and ornate ceilings. The stunning interior reflects the brilliance

of the grand era of the 19th Century. Hotel Schweizerhof has played host to

Emperors and Kings alike and was the meeting place of the famous composer

Wagner & King Ludwig II. You will be charmed by the rooms which are discreetly

elegant whilst being equipped with all the modern facilities required to ensure

your comfort and enjoyment.

DAY 2 - 29 DECEMBER BEAUNE IN BURGUNDY

Travelling north past Basle we enter France to reach Burgundy and the old

town of Beaune - capital of the Burgundian Wine Industry.This afternoon we

visit the fascinating Hospices de Beaune (entrance included).Covered with

multicoloured glazed roof tiles the 'Hotel Dieu' was built over 550 years ago

to help the town's folk in a time of poverty and famine. (B, D)

Your Beaune Hotel – The Hostellerie le Cedre.This charming hotel is located by

the city walls in a park within walking distance to the old centre and Hospices

de Beaune. This 19th century wine grower’s house has old vaulted cellars, a

delightful restaurant and only 40 spacious and tastefully decorated rooms.To

really appreciate this hotel go to www.lecedre-beaune.com

DAY 3 - 30 DECEMBER PARIS

This morning we travel towards Paris via the Forest and Chateau of
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New Year in Paris
7 Memorable Days – Luzern to London – Escorted Tour

Albatross gives you more…

Less time on coaches,
average 174 kms
travelled per day

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $700 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference
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Celebrate New Year over 2 nights in Paris and join the

massive crowds on the Champs Elysees for the

atmospheric New Year celebrations

Enjoy a welcome dinner in Luzern at the Hotel

Schweizerhof

Stay in medieval Beaune, capital of the Burgundian region

Visit graceful Chateau Fontainebleau and the fascinating

Hospices de Beaune with its multicoloured, glazed tile roof

Drive across the Somme and pay your respects at the

Australian National War Memorial in Villers Bretonneux

Stay in the centre of gothic Ypres, Belgium, and experience

the moving ‘Last Post’ceremony at the Menin Gate

Visit the staggering Flanders Commonwealth

commemorative site of Tyne Cot, the 5th Australian

Division memorial at Polygon Wood and Hill 60

Complete your tour in London, ready for the massive

New Year sales!

Champs Elysées, Paris



71

Fontainebleau. Dating back 800 years this wonderful Chateau has been

remodelled by various French Kings throughout the centuries in both

Roman and Florentine styles.The grand apartments of this royal residence

(entrance included) are truly splendid. This afternoon we arrive in Paris

where we stay for the next two exciting nights. Dinner tonight is included

at your hotel. Later,we have included a‘Paris by Night’illuminations tour. In

addition to all the Christmas street decorations, you will be enchanted by

the grand monuments and boulevards, from the Notre Dame to the Eiffel

Tower, bathed in glorious light. C'est Magnifique! (B, D)

Your Paris Hotel –The Concorde Opera Paris Hotel. This grand style, first class

hotel is in a superb location in the heart of the Opera district and close to the

main monuments. All rooms have private facilities, telephone, satellite TV, air-

conditioning etc. See http://operaparis.concorde-hotels.com/en/

DAY 4 - 31 DECEMBER PARIS

This morning we will take a panoramic tour of the city covering all the

sensational sights from the Arc de Triomphe and Opera, to the Place

de la Concorde and more. The afternoon is free amongst the broad

boulevards and the myriad of shops and museums. Perhaps take time to

recharge your batteries for the wonderful evening ahead. Dinner tonight

is included in a local restaurant. Late evening you will have the

opportunity (if you choose) to join the ‘street party’ along the Champs

Elysees and Arc de Triomphe. Access back to the hotel is so quick and easy

by Metro. For the New Year celebrations it will be wonderful, organised

Parisian chaos! (Note: normally there are no fireworks displays in Paris on

New Year’s Eve) (B, D)

DAY 5 - 1 JANUARY YPRES

Today we visit the Somme Battlefields and pay our respects at the

Australian National Memorial on the outskirts of the village of Villers

Bretonneux.Devoted to thousands of ANZACs who lost their lives in WW1,

the lines of white stoned graves sadly lay testament to this generation

lost. Continuing across Flanders we enter Belgium and the gothic town

of Ypres.After dinner in your hotel we will join the gathering at the Menin

Gate Memorial for the sounding of the Last Post. Constructed as a tribute

to the 53,000 British Empire Forces missing from the battles around Ypres,

this nightly commemoration is very moving. (B, D)

Your Ypres Hotel - the Novotel Ieper Centrum. Located by the main square in

the heart of the old town and only 200 metres from the Menin Gate. The

fabulous location of this hotel has always been a great hit with our clients.

DAY 6 - 2 JANUARY LONDON

This morning we visit the 5th Australian Division Memorial in Polygon Wood,

Hill 60 and Tyne Cot Cemetery,where so many Australian and New Zealand

soldiers are buried.We then take the Ferry from Calais to the white cliffs of

Dover and drive on to London. Tonight we have included a Farewell Meal

in your hotel. (B, D)

Your London Hotel - the Hilton London Paddington.“London's Best Connected

Hotel”. Restored, reopened, resplendent. One of Victorian London's grandest

hotels, the Great Western Royal hotel, originally built in 1854, has received a

$150 million 21st century makeover and been reborn as the Hilton London

Paddington.This 4 star deluxe property is connected by an escalator directly to

Paddington Station, the Heathrow Express rail services and has easy access to

London's extensive underground system.

DAY 7 - 3 JANUARY LONDON

Europe is at your feet. Sadly your special New Year Tour is complete after a

sumptuous breakfast.Wish to stay longer in London? No problem! We can

arrange extra nights at the Hilton at excellent rates. (B)

• All sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions described in the

itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class touring coach for excursions and touring

• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 6 nights accommodation

• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

• Full buffet breakfasts daily with English breakfast in London

• 6 dinners including a New Year’s Eve dinner

• Tea and coffee with all dinners

• Welcome drink in Luzern

• Entrance to Chateau Fontainebleau and Hospices de Beaune

Tour Inclusions

7 days only $2,739 pp twin share

Single supplement $849 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price

As a special note…Albatross have handled Special New Year festive

programmes to Paris over the last 19 years.We have experience with

the spontaneity of this remarkable city and have built in flexibility

to achieve the best the city will offer and take in the vibrant

exuberance that is…’Paris alive'.

Special Note
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‘The tour was great value for money. Our guide was

excellent, helpful and knowledgeable without being

invasive. Limited money was required on tour as

everything is inclusive,which was great. I would highly

recommend Albatross to my friends.‘ Jenny

Overnight stays

Tour commences

Included excursions



DAY 1 - 28 DECEMBER PARIS

Your tour commences this evening in the romantic city of Paris. Dinner

tonight is included in your hotel but first, enjoy a welcome drink.This is an

ideal chance to meet your fellow travellers. (D)

Your Paris Hotel – The Concorde Opera Paris Hotel.This first class hotel is in a

superb location in the heart of the Opera district and close to the main

monuments. All rooms have private facilities, telephone, satellite TV, air-

conditioning etc.

DAY 2 - 29 DECEMBER PARIS

This morning we will take a panoramic tour of the city covering all the

sensational sights from the Arc de Triomphe and Opera, to the Place

de la Concorde and more. The afternoon is free amongst the broad

boulevards and the myriad of shops and museums. Following dinner

tonight in a local Parisienne restaurant, we have included a ‘Paris by

Night’ illuminations tour. In addition to all the Christmas street

decorations, you will be enchanted by the grand monuments and

boulevards, from the Notre Dame to the Eiffel Tower, bathed in glorious

light. C'est Magnifique! (B, D)

DAY 3 - 30 DECEMBER LONDON

This morning we board the Eurostar train to London. This remarkable

express train swiftly transfers us to the centre of London by midday.

On arrival, we are joined by a local guide for a panoramic city tour to

see all the sights of this amazing city. Dinner tonight is included in your

hotel. (B, D)

Your London Hotel – The Park Plaza Victoria London Hotel.This contemporary

styled four star hotel with its unique,original glass artwork is perfectly situated

in the City of Westminster. Just a few minutes walk to Victoria Station and

Buckingham Palace. All rooms are modern and spacious with all of the

amenities you need.
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New Year in London
7 Spectacular Days – Paris to London – Escorted Tour

Albatross gives you more…

Less time on
coaches, more time
sightseeing

Max 40 passengers
for a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive

Over $700 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference

�

�

�

�
�
�

�

�

�

Celebrate New Year over 4 nights in vibrant London and

join the massive New Year celebrations

Following dinner in a London pub, watch the giant New

Year’s Eve fireworks display explode over the River Thames

against a backdrop of the Houses of Parliament and the

London Eye

Stay 2 nights in glorious Paris, and experience a city

illuminations drive followed by dinner in a local restaurant

Experience guided tours of Paris and London

Travel by the Eurostar to London

Take in everything London has to offer and shop in the

massive New Year sales!

Cruise down the River Thames to Greenwich to visit the

National Maritime Museum and Royal Observatory

Enjoy dinner followed by a top West End Show, watch

London’s New Year’s Day Parade

Soar high above London’s skyline on the London Eye

Tower Bridge - image courtesy of Rachel Turner



• All the sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions

described in the itinerary

• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

• First class coach for all sightseeing

• Eurostar (2nd class) Paris to London

• End of Tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and guides

• 6 nights selected accommodation

• Hotel Porterage (1 bag per person)

• Full buffet breakfasts daily with English breakfast in London

• 5 dinners including New Year’s Eve dinner

• Welcome drink on first night

• Thames cruise to Greenwich, London Eye ride,Theatre

tickets to top West End Show

• Entrances to National Maritime Museum and Royal

Observatory

Tour Inclusions

7 days only $2,589 pp twin share

Single supplement $889 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Tour Price
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DAY 4 - 31 DECEMBER LONDON

New Year's Eve! This morning soar high over the city skyline on the London

Eye, the huge Ferris wheel. This 30 minute ride in large, fully enclosed

viewing capsules offers wonderful panoramic views over London and some

of its most famous landmarks such as Big Ben and the Houses of Parliament,

Buckingham Palace, Nelson's Column and St. Paul's Cathedral.

The rest of your day is free. Why not soak up the atmosphere of the world

famous shopping store Harrods, visit Madame Tussauds Wax Museum and

have your photo taken with your favourite star,or shop 'till you drop' in the

sales of Oxford and Regent Streets. Dinner tonight is included in the old

Prospect of Whitby Pub.

Mid evening we will be dropped off as close as possible to one of the

numerous viewing points along the Thames Embankment or on

Westminster Bridge and join the enormous crowds waiting in anticipation

for the fireworks extravaganza. What a backdrop, with the Houses of

Parliament on one side and the London Eye on the other whilst the sky

above the River is exploding with a spectacular fireworks display. A truly

memorable New Year's Eve experience! (B, D)

DAY 5 - 1 JANUARY LONDON

Your day is entirely free. Make sure you enjoy the annual New Year's Day

Parade which starts at Big Ben around midday. This grand parade full of

colourful entertainers, marching bands and street entertainers winds its

way through the streets and ends in Berkeley Street, close to the Ritz Hotel

and Fortnum & Masons. A perfect place for you to take afternoon tea. (B)

DAY 6 - 2 JANUARY LONDON

A leisurely start as we board a boat and travel down river to Greenwich –

the home of time and the centre of space, where we visit the National

Maritime Museum and Royal Observatory. You can visit the Cutty Sark

Visitor Centre and Queens House or you might like to enjoy lunch at one

of the local cafes or restaurants. Tonight we have planned a special

evening out. After enjoying dinner in a local restaurant we take our seats

at a top West End show. (B, D)

DAY 7 - 3 JANUARY LONDON

Europe is at your feet. Sadly your special New Year Tour is complete after a

sumptuous English breakfast. (B)

English
Channel

PARIS

LONDON

FRANCE

GERMANY

BELGIUM

4

2

‘Our only regret was

that the tour was too

short.We enjoyed it so

much that we will

combine two tours in

future. You are on the

money with having

the tours as all

inclusive - it is great to

know that there are no nasty surprises at the end.‘ John

The London Eye, fireworks on New Years Eve

Overnight stays

Tour commences
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Leisurely tours for the

European Summer

Introducing our

unique programme of

innovative and more

leisurely paced

escorted tours

Albatross Tours…

come share our love of Europe
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For a start we offer smaller, more personal trips with a maximum

group size of only 30 passengers. This means extra spare seats,

more manageable group sizes, a higher level of personal service

and we are able to access a range of delightful feature hotels

larger groups cannot use.

One night stops are avoided and we have ensured driving

distances are significantly reduced.You will virtually always spend

lunch time in scenic towns or villages. Early morning starts are

extremely rare.

As usual we include all those extras, special excursions, most

evening meals and even‘end of tour tips’.All group departures are

guaranteed and there are NO additional ‘on tour’costs.

Why our Summer tours

are so different…

For a copy of our 58 page

Summer brochure call us on

1300 135 015 (Australia) or

0800 446 232 (New Zealand) or

visit www.albatrosstours.com.au

We offer dedicated tours of Italy and

France as well as multi country or

regional tours such as our delightful

‘Provence, Tuscany and Umbria’ tour,

the magical Great British Heritage

tour and our superb ‘Black Forest,

Bavaria and the Tyrol’ tour. New for

2013 is our inspiring‘Magnifico’Spain

and Portugal tour.

We not only take in the major cities but also focus on those charming,

less ‘touristy’ towns and sights. One day you may stand high on

Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest and on another,you will be strolling through the

fabulous fresh food and wine markets in the Dordogne.

With 2,3,4 and even 5 night stops everywhere,dramatically reduced

daily driving distances and that ‘Albatross uniqueness’, we ensure a

more fulfilling and rewarding touring experience.
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Did you know that Albatross Tours are the

market leaders in ANZAC Commemorative

tours to the Western Front?

Recognising the commemorative sightseeing needs of Australians

and New Zealanders, Albatross Tours offer a unique range of ANZAC

tours to the Western Front.

Our extensive experience operating commemorative tours to the

Western Front certainly pays off! Our specialist Battlefield Tour

Managers and comprehensive itineraries are fully tried, tested and

vetted and our hotels in the Somme and Flanders are always superbly

located. Plus as a special feature on our 10 day ‘ANZAC Day on the

Western Front’ and 8 day ‘All Quiet on the Western Front’ tours, a

qualified Australian War Historian imparts background knowledge,

separates fact from fable and provides captivating insights into the

lifestyle and living conditions of the legendary ANZAC soldiers.

To request our ANZAC Western Front tours

brochure call us on 1300 135 015 (or 0800 446 232

New Zealand) or visit www.albatrosstours.com.au.



PAYMENT CONDITIONS
• All rates are in $AUD and are cash/cheque rates. Credit card payments

attract a merchant fee.
• A non refundable deposit of $500 AUD per person, per tour, is required to

secure your place on each tour within 10 days of booking.
• Deposits are non transferable.
• A non-refundable deposit of $100 per person is required to book any flights.
• Final balance is due on all tours by 1 October 2013.
• Special Condition - Swiss Christmas and New Year Breaks. We must receive

full payment and correct passport details by 1 October or an additional
charge of $200 AUD per booking will be applied to cover extra international
courier fees for Rail passes.

CANCELLATION POLICY
All cancellations must be received in writing.
• If cancelled prior to 1 October a cancellation fee of the deposit applies.
• If cancelled after 1 October but prior to 45 days before travel a cancellation

fee of 50% applies.
• If cancelled later than 45 days prior to travel a cancellation fee of 100% applies.

FORCE MAJEURE
If the tour or cruise cannot proceed due to flood, earthquake, war or civil strife,
acts of terrorism, hurricane, cyclone, industrial disturbance, strike, fire, lock out,
epidemic,failure or delays of scheduled transportation facilities,or other Acts of
God,or any law,order,decree,rule or regulation of any government authority,or
for any reason whether of a similar or dissimilar nature beyond the control of
Albatross Tours, this agreement shall terminate and there shall be no claim for
damages by either party against the other.

INSURANCE
It is a condition of travel that each passenger is adequately covered by a proper
insurance cover. Please also check the contingencies of your prospective
insurance cover and ensure you are aware of its conditions and omissions.We
strongly advise travel insurance from time of booking to provide full cover.

GUARANTEED GROUP DEPARTURES
All Albatross Tours programmes offered in this brochure are group touring
programmes.The term ‘group tour’ is defined as having a minimum of 7 and a
maximum of 40 passengers travelling. Once Albatross Tours confirms 7
deposited passengers travelling, it guarantees that the group tour will depart.
In the event of only 6 passengers or less booking and travelling on that specific
departure we are unable to operate that departure as a group tour and that
departure will be withdrawn. In rare instances such as this Albatross Tours
guarantee to advise all parties concerned of the withdrawal of the tour at least
90 days prior to its scheduled departure date.

PRICES
Prices are guaranteed against currency surcharges. All tours have been costed
on the basis of a minimum number of 15 passengers travelling. In the event of
a reduction in the numbers of passengers travelling on any specific group tour
departure below 15 passengers or in the unlikely instance of price increases
from suppliers, or tax increases, Albatross Tours reserves the right to pass on
these increases to our passengers without notice. Wherever possible, price
increases will be absorbed by Albatross Tours.

TRANSPORTATION
When group sizes are considered too small to use a full sized coach we reserve
the right to use a smaller coach.Smaller coaches and any vehicles used for local
transfers and occasional day excursions may not have toilet facilities on board.
Individual country and EEC laws regarding coach transportation will be abided
by at all times.

TWIN SHARE ROOMS
Please note:Throughout much of central Europe traditional hotels sometimes
offer‘French Twins’which are 2 separate beds and mattresses attached together
and sharing a single headboard.

SINGLE SUPPLEMENTS
Individual passengers can request us to match them up in a twin share room
with another individual of the same sex. Should a match not be found the single
supplement will not be charged. Please Note: should you be ‘matched’ with
another person we cannot be held responsible if the choice is not to your
satisfaction. You must consider there will always be a certain risk of
incompatibility.Smoking:any twin match must understand that the room must
be treated as a non smoking room. Also: Single rooms in European Hotels are
sometimes smaller than twin rooms. The Single Supplements represent a fee
passed on to us by the Hotels.

PORTERAGE
Hotel porterage for one suitcase per person is included at each stay during your
group touring programme.It is not included on the first or last days of your tour
when arriving or departing your hotel independently.

MINIMUM MOBILITY REQUIREMENTS - THE NEED TO WALK
A number of tours in this brochure visit a variety of medieval hilltop towns
which may have some steep, uneven cobbled stone streets or castles, and
attractions with steep staircases and no lifts.Additionally some larger cities only
provide coach passenger drop off points 15 minutes or so walk from the old
town centres. Over the winter period there is a possibility you may be walking
on ice or in snow which can be slippery. People with walking difficulties or
limitations should consider this before booking. If unsure please call our office
for further clarification.

PASSPORTS AND VISAS
It is the responsibility of the passenger to have a valid passport and all visas,
permits and certificates required for the selected tour.Your special Travel Agent
will advise you. It is recommended that you have a minimum of 6 months
validity remaining on your passport at the time of travel.

UNSUITABILITY
If the operators consider any passenger as an unsuitable person for any tour it
may in its absolute discretion cancel that passenger’s booking or decline to
carry that passenger further, if at all.

UNUSED SERVICES
No refund is given where pre-booked accommodation is partially or wholly
unused. No overseas supplier or associate is authorised to promise refund on
behalf of Albatross Tours.

ITINERARY VARIATIONS
All possible effort will be made to adhere to the published touring itinerary.
Occasionally circumstances beyond our control will force changes,amendments
or modifications to the itinerary and its inclusions. Albatross Tours cannot be
held responsible for any omissions or modifications to the itinerary or the
inclusions made as a consequence to these changes.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION
In the unlikely instance of a hotel change becoming necessary the alternative
property will be of a comparable or higher standard and there shall be no refund
in this connection.Non smoking rooms are requested however, they cannot be
guaranteed as not all European hotels offer dedicated non-smoking rooms.

SPECIAL DIETARY REQUESTS
Please note requests for special dietary requirements cannot be guaranteed at
all European hotels and restaurants.

WHITE CHRISTMAS TOURS - SNOW
A large part of Central Europe is normally covered by a velvety blanket of white
snow over Christmas time. Please note that weather conditions vary from year
to year and snowfalls cannot be guaranteed.

NOT INCLUDED IN THE TOUR PRICE
Unless otherwise indicated we have not included Flights, Visas, airport taxes,
port taxes,security charges,airport transfers, items of a personal nature, laundry,
drinks and consumables.

COMPLAINTS
a) In the unlikely event of a complaint, the client is obliged to make Albatross

Tours and the local supplier aware of such problems immediately. Albatross
Tours offers a 24 hour emergency paging system for this purpose.

b) Albatross Tours will only consider claims made against it in those
circumstances where a complaint has been made pursuant to sub
paragraph (a) above and where the claim has been received by it within 30
days from the end of the services provided by it, otherwise, the client will
have no right to make any claim against it.

RESPONSIBILITIES
Albatross Tours act only as a booking agent making reservations with the
companies or associates offering the services contained in this brochure. Whilst
acting in good faith,Albatross Tours do not accept any responsibility for default
causing loss or injury to person or property whether by negligence or otherwise
on the part of the operator or accommodation managers / owners or their
employees. Albatross Tours have made every effort to ensure the quality of
accommodation and the accuracy of the brochure, but shall not be liable for
any dissatisfaction the passenger may have with the accommodation and
touring or any injury, damage or loss caused by the change or withdrawal of
any price,detail or other item or service. In addition Albatross Tours shall not be
held responsible for any loss of quality of goods or services supplied or any
changes in an itinerary beyond our control made by third parties. This
agreement shall be governed and controlled in accordance with the laws of
Queensland, Australia.

Albatross Tours, LIC:TAG 1374, ABN 45 010 565 143
Level 3, 303 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Queensland 4000, Australia.
Telephone (61) 7 3221 5353 Fax (61) 7 3221 5486
Email info@albatrosstours.com.au

T O U R B O O K I N G C O N D I T I O N S
Christmas and New Year tours - please read all conditions carefully
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Come share our love of Europe

Reservations and enquiries
AUSTRALIA 1300 135 015 • NEW ZEALAND 0800 446 232

Albatross Tours – www.albatrosstours.com.au
Level 3, 303 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Qld 4000

Tel: 07 3221 5353 Fax: 07 3221 5486 Email: info@albatrosstours.com.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/albatrosstours Licence No.:TAG 1374 ABN: 45 010 565 143

Brochure stocks through TIFs in Australia and Travel Marketing in New Zealand

Your local appointed travel agent is

T H E A L B A T R O S S D I F F E R E N C E

As part of the award winning The Albatross Group, with offices in Australia, Europe and

the United Kingdom we handle in excess of 4,000 tour groups in Europe every year.

In addition to the unique European Christmas and New Year tours featured in this

brochure,we also offer ANZAC Commemorative tours to the Western Front and European

Summer tours designed exclusively for Australians and New Zealanders.

Albatross Tours has been designing, creating and operating European

escorted tours for Australians and New Zealanders since 1995.


