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Welcome,
Thank you for selecting our 2012 Europe & Britain Summer tours brochure.

I would like to take you back to a moment 26 years ago when I was the Tour Manager

(then working for another company!) on a coach heading into Austria. The sky was
blue, the sunshine was drenching the glorious green meadows and the Bavarian
mountains soared either side. It was heavenly.Yet every passenger was fast asleep and

oblivious to it all because they were all so tired.Another very long day on the coach and
yet another series of all too brief one night stops had taken its predictable toll. Many
years later, when designing our range of unique tours, I always keep that experience

foremost in my mind to ensure Albatross tours are designed more sensibly - to be
distinctly different,more fulfilling and rewarding - and suited specifically for my fellow

Australian and New Zealand travellers. To be an experience you are able to stay awake for throughout every day!
The formula for our unique itinerary design is actually quite simple. Eliminate all repetitive, long intercity drives, early morning
starts and tiresome one night stops.Make sure there is always significantly more sightseeing time away from the coach and that

the pace is always more leisurely with 2, 3, 4 and 5 night stops in wonderful old style hotels.

Just like you, I hate doing anything and suddenly discovering there are hidden extras. That is why I insist our tours are always
genuinely inclusive and promise that you will never step onboard one of our coaches and be given a long list of later charged,

expensive‘optional’extras (so common elsewhere), which can be so upsetting and, play havoc with your budget.
With decades of European touring experience,I also believe it is vital to limit passenger numbers to a maximum of 30 on all our
European Summer tours, which gives you a much more personal experience.
With our better itinerary designs and memorable highlights, why would you choose to travel with anyone else?

Euan
Warmest wishes,

Euan Landsborough,Managing Director
P.S.Visit our website for more information on our unique European touring programmes,including our past passenger reviews and our
extensive European image library.You can also subscribe to our free bi-monthly e-newsletter for updates on our European tours plus,
interesting and quirky facts and stories about Europe. Go to www.albatrosstours.com.au

Dutch Floriade - 8 days

nt
Special Eve
2012

Once every 10 years the World Horticultural Expo is held in the
Netherlands. In 2012 this will be staged over 7 months in the
Dutch town of Venlo. Following three nights in Amsterdam, we
spend three more nights near Venlo and a final night in Brussels,
Belgium. In addition to numerous visits and sightseeing we have
also included the wonderful palace and gardens of Het Loo, the
Mondo Verde Gardens, and of course the magnificent Floriade.

See our itinerary on page 10.
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Front cover image: La Maison des Tanneurs, Strasbourg, France

Our European Summer Tours
Albatross Tours offer more sensibly paced tours with 2,3,4 and even 5 night stops everywhere.You always get more sightseeing,more
included visits and more free time to relax and enjoy those wonderful places you have travelled so far to see. And with our smaller
group size our specially designed itineraries provide so much more genuine touring pleasure.

All Quiet on the Western Front - 8 days

PAGE 14

Staying three nights in Ypres (Flanders) and three in Amiens (the Somme) this tour has been specially
designed to retrace the steps of the 'Diggers' throughout the Allied battles of the Western Front. From the
staggering devastation of the trench warfare of the Somme battlefields,to the moving 'Last Post' under the
Menin Gate in Ypres.

Great British Heritage - 19 days

PAGE 18

A magical tour with two, three and even four night stays in Bath,Yorkshire, Stratford-upon-Avon, the Lakes
District and Scotland.Enjoy numerous visits to castles,country mansions and beautifully landscaped gardens
plus unique excursions such as a ‘Braveheart’ tour, exploring the honey coloured villages of the Cotswolds
and a ride on the London Eye.

Black Forest, Bavaria and the Tyrol - 14 days

PAGE 22

A beautifully paced tour with three night stays in the heart of the Black Forest and the Bavarian Alps amongst
King Ludwig’s ‘fairytale’ castles. To cap it all off, relax over five nights in the glorious Austrian Tyrol and see
Salzburg, Innsbruck, Hitler’s infamous Eagles Nest, and enjoy a scenic steam train ride.

The Rhineland, Alsace and Swiss Alps - 16 days

PAGE 26

Following two nights amongst the Moselle and Rhine valleys, stay four nights in the French Alsace,
three nights near Lake Geneva, and four more in the heart of the mighty Swiss Alps. Relax in the Grand
Duchy of Luxembourg,follow the Alsace wine route,ride on the chocolate train and stay amongst Europe’s
highest mountains.

The Italian‘Grande’ - 18 days

PAGE 30

Imagine… a more leisurely paced tour with four nights in the magnificent Italian Lakes District, two nights
in a dreamy Italian castle, five nights touring Tuscany visiting Florence, the Cinque Terre, Lucca, Pisa, Siena,
and San Gimignano, two nights in the Umbrian Hills, and as a finale, three nights on the stunning Amalfi
Coast visiting Capri, Amalfi and Positano, and a last night in Rome.

Provence and Tuscany to Umbria - 17 days

PAGE 34

A totally unique tour with three and four night stays capturing the essence and vibrancy of four very
evocative regions - each one littered with wonderfully preserved cities, hill top villages, culture, food and
wine. Cruise the glorious Calanques of the Cote d’Azur, visit chic St Tropez, explore the fairytale ‘town of
towers’ San Gimignano and medieval Spoleto.

La Francaise - 17 days

PAGE 38

Come with us to regional France and immerse yourself amongst those wonderfully preserved medieval
villages,sleepy chateaux,manicured vineyards and local fresh produce markets bursting with ripe cheeses,
pate and crusty French baguettes. Enjoy three night stays in Normandy, the Loire Valley, Bordeaux and
Burgundy plus two more in the stunning Dordogne.

Christmas and New Year Tours

PAGE 42

Private Group Tours

PAGE 46

ANZAC Day Commemorative Tours

PAGE 44

Booking Conditions

PAGE 47
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Discover the Albatross Difference…

Our tours have been designed specifically for you,
as we understand what Australian and New Zealand
passengers really want from a great touring holiday
Albatross Tours have created tours specifically for people like you
travelling to the far side of the world, and wanting more from their
escorted coach tour than a few hurried, all too brief visits and
repetitive,long intercity drives. That is why we ensure the touring pace
is always so much more sensible! Longer stays in each destination
provide you with far more time for sightseeing, and a more fulfilling
overall touring experience.That is also why we make sure each tour is
genuinely inclusive, with no hidden, later charged extras. We know
Australians and New Zealanders can be uneasy with tipping, so we
have included all ‘on tour’ gratuities and end of tour tips.

Less Travelling Time – More Sightseeing and Relaxing
Everybody hates unpacking their bags every evening,and then having
to re-pack them again early the next morning. That is why,apart from
possibly the first or last night of the tour,there are no‘one night stops’
on any of our programmes. None! Instead, we make sure our tours
always have a much more sensible pace by including two,three,four
and even five night stays in each captivating city or region.
Yes, our programmes are always packed with numerous included
sightseeing excursions and extras,but we still ensure you have quality
leisure time to relax and savour your surroundings. We have even left
some days completely free – for the simple pleasure of it!
As an added bonus,since we are not changing hotels or travelling long
distances every day , early morning departures are extremely rare.

Look out for this icon throughout this brochure
This is where we show you the average
number of kilometres travelled per day
on each tour. Albatross Tours make sure
you spend dramatically less time sitting
on coaches on long intercity drives,and
noticeably more time relaxing and

More sightseeing time
off the coach, average
172 kms travelled

enjoying the magical sights you have
travelled so far to see. We encourage you to compare our average
daily driving distances with those of any other similar tours on the
market! You will be amazed at the significant difference, and that
difference equates to your valuable time not being wasted!

Here is what our valued
passengers,who travelled
on our 2011 tours,had to
say about their Albatross
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Tours experience.

Visit our website

www.albatrosstours.com.au for the latest updates,

extra background information and past passenger tour reviews

Genuinely
Inclusive

Albatross Tours offer genuinely inclusive tours
You will never receive an “optional excursions” list, and therefore you
will not have to pay your Tour Manager, at the start of your tour, for
these ‘extras’. Unlike most escorted tour companies, we have already
included all those special excursions and visits, sightseeing tours and
feature dinners. We believe these expensive, hidden extras (usually
costing well over $100 per person per day) are entirely predictable,so
we have included them in our upfront tour price.This means you will
find it far easier to budget for your daily holiday expenses,and you will
have complete transparency on where your money goes!
We even include‘end of tour’tips to your Tour Manager and Driver, so
there are no awkward moments at the end of the tour.
There is complete clarity in all of our itineraries. We urge you to
compare our tour prices on a cost per day basis, and take into
consideration that Albatross Tours have NO hidden,locally paid extras.
Albatross Tours offer exceptional VALUE FOR MONEY!

Smaller group sizes – a maximum of 30 passengers!
Our smaller,more personal group sizes mean less time wasted getting
Smaller Groups

on and off the coach and there are always a noticeable number of
extra spare seats. Plus,a more manageable group size leads to a higher
level of personal service. Above all, you can enjoy a much more
authentic European travel experience because, with much smaller
groups we can select hotels for their style, character and location –
hotels that larger tour groups often cannot consider staying in.

This picture taken of one of our groups in Italy illustrates the comfortable size of an average Albatross
Tour group*. In fact if you added only 6 more friendly faces to this picture you would be looking at the
largest group size we ever carry on any of our Summer tours - only 30 passengers.
* All Summer tours are capped at only 30 passengers. Albatross Tours Christmas or ANZAC tours carry a max of 42 passengers.

‘We simply wanted to say that the whole

‘Our previous coach tour experiences were with companies that often had you arriving

tour was absolutely marvellous, we would

in a location late in the afternoon and then‘bags out at 7am,’so the two and four night

never consider using another tour

stays at each location were really appreciated.We also really enjoyed the opportunity

company if your company operated in the

to have a significant amount of 'free time' so we could explore the locations at leisure.

area we wished to travel.We love your idea

We have also experienced hotel stays in out of the way or fringe areas of many

of "experiencing" rather than "seeing" and

locations,so again,it was extremely pleasing to find that our tour included hotels in the

the mostly 3 night stays.‘

centre of town.’

Martin and Jane

Bruce and Katherine

5

experience
The Albatross Hotel Experience…

The style of our hotels is an

essential component of our tours.
In addition to centrally located city hotels, we have selected a variety of
charming regional hotels with character. Imagine how much your
enjoyment will be enhanced by staying in a delightful family run Gasthof
hotel with balconies that have window boxes bursting with geraniums,or

Imagine staying in the charming hotel
pictured above…
Introducing the Hotel Les Ursulines in
Autun, Burgundy. We stay here for three
nights on our ‘La Francaise’ tour. This hotel,
once a 17th century convent,overlooks the
Roman ramparts of the old city, and has a
magnificent view of the Morvan hills. Hotel
Les Ursulines boasts a gourmet restaurant

a medieval half timbered hotel oozing charm, or a superb ancient castle

and during your stay you will dine in an

dating back centuries. Would you rather return home telling tales of

18th century former chapel.

having woken in a 500 year old Inn as opposed to staying in a standard,
modern glass and concrete 'block'?

We think you would!

This hotel is charming – but technically it
has a 3 star rating so we cannot call it
first class!
The beauty of having smaller groups of
thirty people or less means we are able to
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use hotels of this style and character.

Their style, character or location will
add significant 'flavour' to your tour
and become highlights in themselves!
Our hotels have been selected for their ambience to compliment the objective
of these unique tours. You will find them all specifically named in each itinerary,
and many are also individually described.Often we also include hotel websites.
All bedrooms, in all hotels on all tours, have private facilities.

Our hotels are usually 4 star/first class.
Occasionally in some regions we deliberately select to stay in superior tourist
class hotels. This will be either for their very special style and character or their
advantageous, central location – something very important to consider when
you are staying somewhere for three or four nights!
For instance, our hotel in the heart of the old town in Nice has been chosen for
its fantastic location. Literally on the doorstep of this ‘provincial style’, superior
tourist class hotel are the superb, daily fresh produce and flower markets. We
have purposely left an entire day at leisure here. You only have to step outside
to be immediately amongst the sights, smells, tastes and aromas of the ‘real’
France. Why would you want to stay anywhere else?
On the ”All Quiet on the Western Front”tour we use superior three star hotels
as they are the best hotels available in the delightful, old city centres of Ypres
and Amiens.

Because our group sizes are noticeably smaller we
often stay in smaller, more characterful hotels –
places where larger tour groups simply cannot stay.

‘The hotels and locations were fantastic and well chosen by
Albatross. It was very refreshing to also stay in smaller villages
and hotels as opposed to just the major cities and big hotels.
The hotels were centrally located, of a high standard and the
rooms were very comfortable.’
June

THIS PAGE TOP-BOTTOM: Mercure Shakespeare, Stratford-upon-Avon; Hotel Muller, Hohenschwangau;
Schloss Hornberg,Black Forest; Hotel Oberland,Lauterbrunnen; Hotel La Palma,Stresa on Lake Maggiore;
CastelBrando, Italy. MAIN PIC: Hotel Les Ursulines,Autun,Burgundy.
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experience
The Albatross Touring Experience…

Our Tour Managers
Our highly experienced Tour Managers are committed to providing
you with the most memorable and informative European touring
experience. All of our Tour Managers are based either in the UK or
Europe and have decades of experience working‘on the road’, and are
multi-lingual. Their expertise will provide you with a greater insight
into the history, culture and customs of each region we explore. Over
time they have often become specialists in specific regions, countries
or types of tours, and we allocate them tours accordingly. The
commentary throughout our tours is always in English.

Personal Audio Systems
At times some of the major sights in Europe can get very crowded so
it is important that you can easily hear the commentary being
provided by your Tour Manger or local guide, ensuring you get the
most out of every visit.That is why Albatross provide you with personal
audio systems on all but one of our European Summer touring
programmes*. In addition, on many site visits we also include special
audio guides supplied by the museums and attractions.
* Personal audio systems not included on the Dutch Floriade tour programme.
San Gimignano, Italy

Our Touring Coaches
There are so many benefits to you when joining a smaller group with

On occasion coaches may be adapted to offer additional

a maximum of only 30 passengers. One of which is the style and

leg room and/or between two and four sets of tables.

versatility of your touring coach.
We use a variety of coach sizes and styles depending on the region we
are touring and the number of passengers in a specific group. As a
general rule, when our group sizes are between approximately 19
passengers and the maximum of 30 passengers we use first class, full

When passenger numbers are lower - between 7 and 18
passengers - we may utilise smaller, more compact coaches
(without a toilet).
* Full sized coached will either be the standard 12 metre or slightly
smaller 10.8 metre length vehicles.

sized coaches* with a toilet onboard.These coaches will usually have
a maximum of 40 - 45 seats.This means you are guaranteed that there
will always be a number of spare seats available plus a better, less
crowded atmosphere onboard.This greatly benefits those of you who
occasionally desire some additional privacy, personal independence
or that essential extra“elbow room”.
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You can be assured that Albatross
Tours’ coaches will always be modern,
comfortable and first class.

Our guaranteed group departures
are our commitment to you.
Book with Confidence
If you book and deposit on any of our tours, as long as there
are seven or more people travelling on your designated
group departure,we guarantee it will travel. This is Albatross
Tours’ commitment to you.

How valuable is this

commitment? Please do ask your travel agent – they will be
able to explain the importance of guaranteed group
departures. (See Booking Conditions on page 47)

SPECIAL
Early Bird
Offer

Book early and SAVE!
Book and deposit by 22nd December 2011 on any 9 day or
more tour and receive a $300 per person discount off the land
only tour price.That’s a saving of $600 per couple!

The Albatross Tours Currency Guarantee
Once you have booked and deposited your tour,you can rest
easy as we guarantee that if the value of the Australian dollar
drops, your tour price will not go up.

Past Passenger Rewards
We now have a considerable number of past passengers
joining us again on some of our exciting new tours. Maybe
you travelled with us in previous years on one of our
Christmas, ANZAC or European Summer tours? If you joined
us in a previous year, we would like to offer you a $100 per
person past passenger discount off the land only price of any
tour you book in this brochure. This discount is in addition to
the‘Early Bird’discount meaning you can potentially save up
to $400 per person, per tour!

‘This was our first big overseas holiday and our first guided tour. We
were very impressed with all aspects of the tour and were told by
fellow passengers that Albatross is the best that they have been on.
Our tour manager went far above and beyond what would have been
expected of him. Nothing was too much trouble and his knowledge
of the areas we travelled was amazing. Overall we were incredibly
impressed and will recommend Albatross to everyone that we know.’
Jennifer and Rodger
Aldo Jaworksi, Albatross Tour Manager
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The Dutch Floriade
8 ‘Blooming’ Days – Amsterdam to Brussels

Floriade 2012

Albatross gives you more…









Spend a full day in the world famous Dutch Floriade –
the huge horticultural event held only once every 10
years and enjoy a cable car ride 30 metres above the
landscaped gardens and pavilions
Enjoy 3 nights in the historic city of Amsterdam, visit the
windmills of Zaanse Schans and the quaint fishing
village of Volendam
Dine in the character restaurant ‘Haesje Claes’
See a real ‘Dutch Flower Auction’ at Aalsmeer Flower
Market and cruise on Amsterdam’s canals in a glass
topped canal boat
Stay 3 nights in the Venlo region and visit Maastricht and
Valkenburg
Visit the splendid gardens of Paleis Het Loo and explore
the gardens of the world at the Mondo Verde Gardens
Spend one night in Brussels and explore the delightful
Belgian city of Mechelen

The Albatross Difference
Genuinely
Inclusive

More sightseeing time
off the coach, average
102 kms travelled
10

Max 30 passengers for
a more personal
touring experience

Over $700 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

Floriade is a World Horticultural Exposition that has been held in the
Netherlands roughly every 10 years since 1960. For 2012, the Floriade Park
is located in the Limburg region, near the town of Venlo, and covers 66
hectares.More than 100 exhibitors will together pay tribute to horticulture.
The park comprises five unique worlds: themed zones connected by
wooded areas.Worlds in which you will see,feel and experience nature in a
constantly changing way.
Dozens of countries participate in this global spectacle.You will find yourself
immersed in a melting pot of cultures where you will be introduced to
different customs and rituals, as well as magnificent display gardens. For
instance, a range of traditional buildings including Balinese towers and
Javanese and Sumatran houses dominate the entry way to the Indonesian
cultural gardens.

You can promenade along Floriade Boulevard which runs alongside the
imposing water garden of the World Show Stage, relax in the magnificent
Rose Garden and discover the ultra-sustainable Villa Flora which is home to
the biggest indoor flower show. In the‘Relax and Heal World’you can taste,
smell, feel, hear and see how nature influences your health, your wellbeing
and your mood in tranquil surroundings.Learn about healing herbs and tea
rituals. A barefoot path and a spa-like ambience gives every visitor a special
Yin-Yang experience! In the ‘Education & Innovation World’ you will
understand how important it is to keep on learning and innovating.You will
also be able to taste unusual fruit and vegetable creations,maybe take part
in an imaginary flower auction or even learn to make a stunning floral
masterpiece.
At Floriade 2012 you will wander through gardens designed by famous
landscape architects and creative artists, be inspired by the impressive
pavilions with their striking ideas and innovations and, enjoy a cultural
programme of music, dance, literature, theatre and visual art from all over
the world. For more information go to www.floriade.com

Floriade 2012 will be a spectacular voyage of discovery
DAY 1 AMSTERDAM
Your tour commences this evening with a welcome drink and dinner in your
first class hotel.This is an ideal chance to meet, and get to know, your Tour
Manager and fellow travellers. (D)
Your Amsterdam Hotel – Radisson Blu.This excellent first class hotel is located
in a quiet section of the historic centre of town,about a 5 minute walk to Dam
Square and within easy access to all the main sights. Set within a series of
historic buildings beside one of Amsterdam’s canals, the De Palmboom
restaurant occupies a 1742 building that was originally a Bible shop and later
a famous grocery store and the Pastorie Bar previously served as a 19th-century
vicarage. See www.radissonblu.com/hotel-amsterdam

DAY 2 AMSTERDAM
This morning we are joined by a local guide for a tour of this cosmopolitan
city. You cannot help but be impressed by the complex network of
waterways and canals that thread through the city, broken only by
picturesque pedestrian and road bridges.We have included a cruise along
these charming canals in a glass topped boat. Your afternoon is free to
explore the pretty twisting streets and the wide range of often eccentric
cafes and bars, galleries, museums and monuments. Perhaps visit Anne
Frank's House,now a museum to the bravery of one little girl,and maybe the
Rijksmuseum,Rembrandthuis and the Van Gogh Museum. This evening we
have included dinner at ‘Haesje Claes’ - a local restaurant bursting with
Dutch style, character and ambience. Occupying six preserved Dutch
buildings the dining rooms are full of ambience and are connected by little
steps, corridors and hallways. (B, D)
DAY 3 AMSTERDAM
Around 20 million flowers are sold at the Aalsmeer Bloemenveiling (flower
markets) every day. We have a relatively early start today to catch these
massive ‘Dutch Flower auctions’ at their liveliest. The markets cover a
staggering 7.5 million square feet. From an aerial walkway your bird’s-eye
view will be down over thousands of carts loaded with up to 13,000 varieties
of flowers being linked into trains and towed around by swarms of small
motorised vehicles. Behind large picture windows you will see the frenetic
but silent ‘Dutch Flower auctions’ in action. Later we visit the Dutch
countryside and spend time in the village of Zaanse Schans. This
picturesque village is now very much a‘show village’providing a wonderful
snap shot of Dutch life in days gone by.Alongside six windmills,two oil mills,
a mustard mill,a paint mill and two saw mills are traditional Dutch cottages
and gabled houses.There are a number of museums,fascinating craft shops,
cheese shops, clog shops, cafes and restaurants.

Zaanse Schans
NORTH SEA

Volendam

3 AMSTERDAM
Paleis Het Loo

Arnhem

NETHERLANDS

GERMANY

3 ‘s-HERTOGENBOSCH
Eindhoven

Venlo
Floriade 2012

Mechelen

1 BRUSSELS

BELGIUM
Maastricht

Valkenburg

Overnight stays
Included excursions

Photo courtesy Paleis Het Loo
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Lunchtime will be at leisure in Volendam.This charming fishing town has a
historic ambience that has not changed much in six centuries. The
characteristically small houses and canals, spanned by picturesque
drawbridges, give Volendam a romantic feel. Back in Amsterdam, the
remainder of the afternoon and evening is free. (B)

Want to also visit the famous Keukenhof Gardens displays?
Please note our 7 May departure also includes a morning visit to Keukenhof
DAY 4 ‘s-HERTOGENBOSCH
Our morning stop will be at the remarkable Paleis Het Loo. Located just
outside the town of Apeldoorn, the Palace of Het Loo was the home of the
Dutch Royal family for 300 years. The interior of the palace is sumptuously
furnished and the highly symmetrical gardens, justifiably famous for their
fountains and statues, are delightful. Our lunchtime stop will be in the old
town of Arnhem which is famous for its role as the pivotal battleground in
'Operation Market Garden' during WWII.In the afternoon we continue to the
Limburg region and‘s-Hertogenbosch (also known as Den Bosch),where we
stay for the next three nights. Your hotel is located right on the historic
market square in the centre of this pretty, authentically Dutch town. (B, D)
Our Limburg Hotel – Golden Tulip Hotel Central.
Please note: On both September departures we stay three nights near
Eindhoven.
DAY 5 ‘s-HERTOGENBOSCH
TODAY WE VISIT FLORIADE!
We spend the whole day in the wonderful 2012 Floriade World Horticultural
Exposition. It is time to enjoy an aerial view of this massive Expo from the
30metre high cable car ride. It is time to wander around the multitude of
international show gardens, designed by famous landscape architects and
creative artists,impressive pavilions with their striking ideas and five themed
zones connected by wooded areas. (B, D)
DAY 6 ‘s-HERTOGENBOSCH
After a leisurely start, we spend the morning in the attractive pedestrian
town of Valkenburg. Quite unusual for the incredibly flat Netherlands,
Valkenburg is set in a beautiful,hilly region and even has the ruins of a castle
above the town.Populated since Roman times the town is a charming place
to spend the morning.
Lunchtime will be at leisure amongst the shops and market squares of the
vibrant and cosmopolitan city of Maastricht. In the afternoon we visit the
Mondo Verde Gardens. Set in 61 acres of land you will find displays of
gardens from around the world. In one day you can visit beautiful gardens
from the tropics to Japan, from Italy to Morocco from Russia and even
Australia. The Tuscan gardens exude luxury with their thin cypresses,
romantic spring fountains, scented olive trees and shaded terraces. Follow
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Volendam Fishing Village

the small bridges through the Chinese garden, rock formations of
Marrakech, the ornate gardens of the Alhambra, patios, marble pillars and
brightly coloured mosaics. (B)
DAY 7 BRUSSELS
Our morning stop will be in Mechelen.Once capital of the region,Mechelen
still boasts wonderful old market squares,cobbled stone streets and canals
flanked by traditional gabled houses. Lunchtime, and the afternoon, will
be at leisure in Belgium’s capital, Brussels. Along with numerous key
departments of the EEC,Brussels still retains its old world charm with sights
such as the Town Hall, Grand Place surrounded by the ornate Guild houses
and the little Mannekin Pis statue. This evening we have included a farewell
dinner in your hotel. (B, D)
Your Brussels hotel –NH Brussels City Centre
DAY 8 BRUSSELS
After breakfast we have included a mid morning transfer to the central
station and international airport. (B)

Tour Inclusions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All excursions, scenic drives and sightseeing (as per the itinerary)
Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager
First class air-conditioned touring coach
End of tour tips to Tour Manager and driver
7 nights selected accommodation as described
Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)
Welcome drink Amsterdam
Buffet breakfasts daily
5 dinners including welcome and farewell dinners, Haesje Claes
restaurant dinner Amsterdam
• Entrances: Aalsmeer Flower Market, Paleis Het Loo, Floriade
entrance and cable car ride, Mondo Verde Gardens
• Amsterdam canal boat cruise

2012 Dates and Prices
8 days only $2,589 pp twin share

‘It was very good not to move every day staying more than

Single supplement $789 (land only prices in Australian dollars)

one night in any one place. There was a good balance of
organised sightseeing and free time.Also,I liked the fact that
everything was paid for before – no optionals or extras to
pay on tour. On the whole an excellent trip!’
Col

STARTS
7 May
21 June
28 July

ENDS
14 May
28 June
4 August

STARTS
21 August
4 September
12 September

ENDS
28 August
11 September
19 September
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All Quiet on the Western Front
8 Memorable Days - Paris to Paris

Tyne Cot Cemetery, Flanders

Albatross gives you more…











Enjoy comprehensive commentary by our specialist
Battlefield Tour Manager
Stay 3 nights in gothic Ypres, be moved by the Last Post
Ceremony at the Menin Gate, and explore Hooge Crater
Cemetery and Museum
Visit charming Bruges with its canals, bridges and cobbled
stone streets and squares
Stay 3 nights in the centre of Amiens near the glorious
medieval cathedral
Visit the Flanders Commemorative sites including Messines,
Hill 60, Polygon Wood, Essex Farm Cemetery,Tyne Cot,Toronto
Avenue Cemetery and Island of Ireland Peace Park
Visit the Somme Commemorative sites including the
Australian National Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux, Fromelles
Memorials, Vimy Ridge, Bullecourt ‘Digger’ Memorial, Adelaide
Cemetery, Australian Memorials at Pozières, and the Thiepval
Memorial to the Missing of the Somme
Visit Franco-Australian Museum in Villers-Bretonneux and
Historial de la Grand Guerre in Peronne
11 years experience handling Western Front tours

The Albatross Difference
Genuinely
Inclusive

More sightseeing time
off the coach, average
119 kms travelled
14

Max 30 passengers for
a more personal
touring experience

Over $700 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

Menin Gate - nightly Last Post ceremony

This programme has been specially designed to be enjoyed as either a
fascinating“stand alone”tour or“bolted on”before or after other Albatross
Tours touring itineraries or your individual travel plans.
We have included the services of a specialist Battlefield Tour Manager.
Together you will retrace the steps of the ‘Diggers’ throughout the Allied
battles of the Western Front,from the staggering devastation of the trench
warfare of the Somme battlefields,to the moving‘Last Post’under the Menin
Gate in Ypres.
In addition you will enjoy the grand sights of France and Belgium including
the boulevards of Paris, and the cobbled stone streets of picture perfect
Bruges. Specially designed by an expert Australian War Historian, this tour
offers you a unique and personal experience.

DAY 1 PARIS
Your tour commences in your Paris hotel this evening. We have included a
welcome drink and dinner in your hotel.This is an ideal chance to meet,and
get to know, your Tour Manager and fellow travellers. (D)
Your Paris hotel: Mercure Montmartre
DAY 2 YPRES
We depart Paris and travel to Ypres where we stay for the next three nights.
Between 1916 and 1918 thousands of Australian and New Zealand soldiers
came to Ypres where some of the heaviest fighting in World War 1 took
place. Completely destroyed in the war, the town was lovingly re-built
carefully restoring the grand old buildings and picturesque square.
This afternoon, your Tour Manager will take you on a walking tour through
the centre of town to see the magnificent Cloth Hall, St Georges Chapel, St
Martin’s Church and the Menin Gate Memorial - the British Empire’s tribute
to the missing from the battles around Ypres.
Our hotel is superbly located in the very centre of the old town and barely
200 metres from the famous Menin Gate.Tonight, after a buffet dinner, you
can attend the sounding of the Last Post at the Menin Gate, a moving
ceremony repeated every night since 1928. (B, D)
Your Ypres hotel: Novotel Ieper Centrum
DAY 3 YPRES
A fascinating day to discover the battlefields and memorials associated with
some of the most costly operations fought in by Australian soldiers – the
battles of the‘Flanders Offensive’of June to November 1917.In the morning
we visit the site of the Battle of Messines, the beautiful Toronto Avenue
Cemetery and the Island of Ireland Peace Park.After time at leisure for lunch
inYpres,we drive up the famous Menin Road to visit Hooge Crater Cemetery
and Museum (this small,private museum is in a renovated Chapel and small
school), Hill 60, the 5th Australian Division Memorial in Polygon Wood and
the British Commonwealth’s largest war cemetery at Tyne Cot. What
happened in this area east of Ypres in 1917 was eventually summed up in
one terrible word – Passchendaele! (B)

DAY 4 YPRES
We have included a delightful excursion today to the charming city of
Bruges. Recognised as one of Europe’s best preserved medieval cities,
Bruges is riddled with canals, bridges and quiet back streets and is often
called the Venice of the North. Wander the quaint and picturesque
cobbled streets lined with tiny lace boutiques, tempting chocolate shops
and cosy cafes.
Maybe take a cruise along the canals or a ride in a traditional horse drawn
carriage through the old town to admire the historic architecture. Or
simply relax in one of the pavement cafes on the glorious old market
square. On our return drive to Ypres we will stop to visit the Essex Farm
Cemetery, a site forever associated with the composition of the poem ‘In
Flanders Field’. (B)
DAY 5 AMIENS
Today we journey through the old Western Front battlefields from Ypres
in Belgium to Amiens in France. After crossing the border, we will stop at
VC Corner (Australian Cemetery), Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military
Cemetery and the Australian Memorial Park at Fromelles, scene of
Australia’s first major battle on the Western Front.
From there we visit the most spectacular British Commonwealth
memorial in France – the Canadian National Memorial on Vimy Ridge.
Before heading into Amiens, we will travel across the old Bullecourt
battlefield and view the moving statue of an Australian soldier at the
Bullecourt ‘Digger’ Memorial.
You will be staying the next three nights in Amiens, the capital of the
Picardie region, and a city which has been declared a World Heritage site
by UNESCO. Your hotel is located in the city centre within easy walking
distance to the picturesque city canals, Jules Verne’s House and the NotreDame – Amiens’ masterpiece 13th century gothic cathedral.
Dinner is included in your hotel. (B, D)
Your Amiens hotel: Mercure Amiens Cathedrale
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DAY 6 AMIENS
Today we experience the tragedy of the 1916 and 1918 Somme Battlefield
including the Adelaide Cemetery (site of the exhumation of Australia’s
Unknown Soldier in November 1993) and the Australian National Memorial
at Villers-Bretonneux. We have included a visit to the Franco-Australian
Museum at the Victoria Primary School in the village of Villers-Bretonneux.
We also visit the Australian memorials at Pozières. In the taking of this small
village,over 23,000 Australians were injured with 8,000 losing their lives.The
memorial at the windmill simply reads, “This spot was the centre of the
struggle in this area and was captured by Australian troops who fell more
thickly on this ridge than on any other”. Later we visit the vast and tragic
Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme. Returning to Amiens your
evening is free. Make sure you visit the grand old market square and the
glorious gothic cathedral. (B)

Experience the Western Front
the Albatross Way
More and more Australians and New Zealanders are discovering that
amongst the muddy battlefields of the Somme and Flanders there is
a huge and compelling ANZAC story to be told. A story of incredible
valour and fortitude, amidst the carnage of human destruction, the
world had never been seen before.
“In March 1916, the infantry divisions of the AIF went to the Western
Front in France and Belgium to fight in the trenches against the
Germans. Those years between 1916 and 1918, saw the most costly
conflict in which Australia has ever been involved. Of the 102,800
names on the national Roll of Honour at the Australian War Memorial
in Canberra, over 45,000 died as a result of the fighting along the
Western Front.For years after the war, place names such as Fromelles,
Pozières, Bullecourt, Ypres, Villers-Bretonneux and Mont St Quentin,
where so many Australians perished, were household words in
Australia.By 1918,Australians were fighting in their own army corps –
the Australian Corps.From May of that year the corps was commanded
by an Australian – General Sir John Monash.”
Dr Richard Reid – War Historian – Western Front

DAY 7 AMIENS
In 1918 Australian soldiers played a prominent part in the defence of the city
of Amiens.Begin your day with a visit to one of the gems of French medieval
architecture - Amiens Cathedral, where the Australian and New Zealand
soldiers have been honoured. Later we drive across the uplands of the
Somme to visit the Australian Corps Memorial at Le Hamel and the 2nd
Australian Division Memorial at Mont St Quentin. Lunch time is at leisure in
the historical town of Péronne. In 1918 the ‘diggers’ stormed and took this
heavily fortified town under intense machine gun fire. We have included
entrance to the Historial de la Grande Guerre (Museum of the Great War)
with its fascinating displays setting the picture of life before, during and
after the War, as lived by the French, the British, the ANZACs and the
Germans. Return to Amiens where this evening you enjoy a farewell dinner
in a local restaurant. (B, D)
DAY 8 PARIS
Sadly your Western Front Tour ends this morning after breakfast as you are
transferred to Paris, to arrive around midday. Drop off points will be Paris
Charles de Gaulle Airport and Paris Gare du Nord station. We recommend
that you do not book flights or trains that depart Paris before 2pm today. (B)

Experience you can trust
Join us, Albatross Tours, as we bring together 11 years of experience,
and the expertise of a team of specially trained Battlefield Tour
Managers to create an unforgettable Western Front commemorative
touring programme.Together we will retrace the steps of the 'Diggers'
throughout the Allied battles of theWestern Front,from the staggering
devastation of the trench warfare of the Flanders battlefields to the
moving 'Last Post' under the Menin Gate in Ypres.
With experience comes expertise! All our tours are tried, tested and
proven.Our past passenger feedback endorses the fact that Albatross
Tours deliver the most memorable and fulfilling commemorative
touring experience, as well as offering exceptional value for money.
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Australian National memorial,Villers-Bretonneux
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Special Note

Tour Inclusions

Albatross Tours also offer Western Front tours that take in the moving
Dawn Service and ANZAC Day Commemorations at Villers-Bretonneux.
A dedicated ANZAC Day tours brochure is available.

• All excursions, scenic drives and sightseeing as described
in the itinerary
• Fully escorted by our specialist Battlefield Tour Manager
• First class air-conditioned touring coach
• End of tour tips to Tour Manager and driver.
• 7 night’s accommodation as described
• Buffet breakfast daily,4 dinners including welcome and farewell dinners
• Welcome drink Paris
• Entrances: Hooge Crater Museum, Franco-Australian Museum in
Villers-Bretonnneux, Historial de la Grand Guerre in Peronne
• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)
• Personal audio system whilst on tour

Our 27 April “All Quiet on the Western Front” is a special, larger group
departure carrying up to 42 passengers,and also includes the services of an
expert Australian War Historian, who will work along side our specialist
Battlefield Tour Manager.

For further information see the ANZAC Day
Western Front tours section on our web site
www.albatrosstours.com.au
or call us for your copy of our ANZAC
Western Front brochure on 1300 135 015

2012 Dates and Prices
8 days only $2,289 pp twin share

‘We really enjoyed the "All Quiet on the Western Front" Tour.
The selection of hotels was very good as was their location.Our
tour manager was very informative and was always available
to give more detail or to assist with personal enquiries
regarding locating relatives in the war cemeteries. The coach
was very comfortable and the driver amazing maneuvering the
huge coach down cobbled narrow village lanes.’ John

Single supplement $549 (land only prices in Australian dollars)

STARTS
27 April*
22 May
4 June
3 July

ENDS
4 May
29 May
11 June
10 July

STARTS
30 July
21 August
17 September

ENDS
6 August
28 August
24 September

* 27 April departure carries up to 42 passengers and enjoys the services of an expert
Australian War Historian. The price of the 27 April departure is $2,489 pp twin share.
Single Supplement $649
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Great British Heritage
19 Magical Days – London to London

Warwick Castle

Albatross gives you more…









Spend 3 nights in Bath, visiting romantic Tintern, King Arthur's
Glastonbury, Stourhead Gardens and the Roman Baths
Cruise on Lake Windermere, visit Dove Cottage and enjoy a
steam train ride through Beatrix Potter country

Your London Hotel – Hilton London Metropole,or similar.

Get locked up in Inveraray Jail, sample whisky at Glengoyne
and enjoy a special Rob Roy and William 'Braveheart' Wallace
guided tour

DAY 2 BATH
Travelling west we reach Salisbury Plain where we visit the remarkable
megaliths of Stonehenge. Surrounded by 800 acres of National Trust
property, this mysterious, ancient ring of enormous stones still baffles
mankind as to its origins and purpose. After time at leisure in nearby
Salisbury,we continue to Bath and visit the famous Roman Baths and Pump
room. Our hotel for the next three nights is in the centre of town. (B, D)

Spend 3 nights in Ripon, visit York's Shambles, Castle
Howard and ride on a heritage train across the Yorkshire
Moors to Whitby

Your Bath Hotel – Mercure Bath Francis Hotel. This elegant three star hotel is
located on Queen Square,in the centre of Bath,close to Royal Victoria Park and
the Royal Crescent.All the main sights are within walking distance.

Enjoy 4 wonderful nights at the Airth Castle Hotel visiting
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Stirling and Oban amongst the lochs
and mountains of the Western Highlands

Stay 3 nights in Shakespeare's Stratford, visit Shakespeare's
birthplace, Anne Hathaway's Cottage, medieval Warwick
Castle, magnificent Chatsworth House and the delightful
Saxon Mill Pub
Spend a day in the enchanting Cotswolds, visit Sudeley Castle,
Stonehenge, enjoy a walking tour of Oxford, explore an 18th
century Cotton Mill village, experience the London Eye and
the Beatles Story in Liverpool

The Albatross Difference
Genuinely
Inclusive

More sightseeing time
off the coach, average
153 kms travelled
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DAY 1 LONDON
Your tour commences this evening with a welcome drink and dinner in your
central London hotel.This is an ideal chance to meet,and get to know,your
Tour Manager and fellow travellers. (D)

Max 30 passengers for
a more personal
touring experience

Over $1,800 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

DAY 3 BATH
This morning we take a scenic drive into the Welsh borderlands. Our route
takes us across the Severn Bridge into the Royal Forest of Dean. At Tintern
we visit the romantic ruins of the Cistercian abbey delightfully set in the
peaceful forest.Following the picturesque River Wye north we make a stop
in Monmouth (known in Welsh as Tefynwy) where King Henry V (who
fought at Agincourt) and Charles Rolls (of Rolls Royce fame) were born.
Lunchtime will be at leisure in the market town of Brecon in the Brecon
Beacons. Your evening is at leisure in Bath. (B)
DAY 4 BATH
Driving into Somerset we spend the morning visiting Britain’s earliest
Christian sanctuary – the famous ruins of Glastonbury. Legendary burial
place of King Arthur and his Queen Guinevere, Glastonbury was once the
grandest and richest abbey in England. Look out for the costumed staff of
monks,kitchen maids,pilgrims and even characters from King Arthur's court
as they spin tales from the distant past. Later we continue to Wiltshire and
visit magnificent Stourhead - the celebrated 18th century landscape garden

and Palladian mansion.You will have time to explore the classical temples,
the Pantheon and Temple of Apollo, all set amongst the woodland, around
the central lake. Returning to Bath the remainder of your afternoon is at
leisure to explore Bath’s picturesque cathedral, the Georgian crescents,
sights and shops. (B, D)
DAY 5 BOWNESS-ON-WINDERMERE IN THE LAKES DISTRICT
Travelling north we reach Liverpool for lunchtime. After a brief orientation
tour including Strawberry Fields,Penny Lane and other sights made famous
by the Beatles, we stop at the Albert Docklands to visit the Beatles Story
Museum and see how the‘Fab Four’were propelled to the dizzy heights of
worldwide fame and fortune,to become the greatest band of all time.Later
we continue north to the picturesque Lakes District where we stay two
nights in Bowness-on-Windermere. (B, D)
Your Lakes District Hotel – Macdonald Old England Hotel and Spa. Standing
directly on the shore of Lake Windermere,the historic Macdonald Old England
Hotel and Spa is set in the heart of the Lake District National Park.This first class
hotel is an easy walk from Bowness-on-Windermere,has spectacular lake views
and an excellent pool and spa centre.
See www.macdonaldhotels.co.uk/oldengland
DAY 6 BOWNESS-ON-WINDERMERE IN THE LAKES DISTRICT
We will spend a delightful day touring the famous Lakes District.This morning
we follow the lake shore stopping at both Ambleside and Grasmere where we
have included entrance to the Wordsworth Museum and a guided visit
through Dove Cottage, once home to the poet William Wordsworth. In the
afternoon we enjoy a cruise to Lakeside at the far southern tip of the lake.
Here we board a beautifully preserved steam train for a short 6 kilometre ride
through the glorious countryside of Beatrix Potter to Newby Bridge and

Haverthwaite. The remainder of the day is free back in Bowness-onWindermere. (B)
DAY 7 AIRTH NEAR STIRLING, SCOTLAND
Crossing into Scotland we reach the revitalised city of Glasgow late
morning. Glasgow’s reputation has changed dramatically in recent years
and this city is as cosmopolitan and sophisticated as any other in Europe.
Its museums and galleries are home to world class collections. Mid
afternoon we stop at Dumgoyne to sample a‘wee tipple’in the Glengoyne
Distillery. Later we continue to the village of Airth, located between the
historic cities of Stirling and Edinburgh, where we will stay for the next
four nights. (B, D)
Your Scottish Hotel - Airth Castle Hotel.Airth Castle Hotel is a 14th century castle
and converted stables* nestled in 14 acres of wooded parkland and landscaped
gardens, providing a world of relaxation at one of Scotland’s most exclusive
country retreats.See www.airthcastlehotel.com
*Please note the hotel rooms are not in the castle itself but in the adjoining buildings

DAY 8 AIRTH NEAR STIRLING, SCOTLAND
After a hearty Scottish breakfast, we travel to Edinburgh where a local
guide helps us to discover this city’s rich history. There is so much to see,
such as Parliament Hall and Holyrood Palace. Highlight of the day will be
crossing the drawbridge and entering Edinburgh Castle,which dominates
the city’s skyline.Your afternoon and evening are at leisure in Edinburgh.
Perhaps shop along Princes Street, or try a “wee dram” at the Scottish
Whisky Heritage Centre (entrance not included). (B)
DAY 9 AIRTH NEAR STIRLING, SCOTLAND
Today a local guide will take us on a William ‘Braveheart’Wallace and Rob
Roy tour through Stirling and the Trossachs. Stirling, the ancient capital of
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Scotland, lies at the heart of the nation's history. The streets of the
Old Town wind upwards towards the castle, 250 feet up on a craggy rock.
Our guide takes us through this grand fortification, with its splendid
views across the countryside to the Wallace Monument – built in
commemoration of this legendary Scottish hero. We also visit nearby
Bannockburn Heritage Centre on the site of Robert the Bruce’s famous
victory over the English in 1314. (B, D)
DAY 10 AIRTH NEAR STIRLING, SCOTLAND
There is nothing like a day in the Western Highlands. The scenery today is
spectacular. The mountains, lochs and islands have captivated artists,
composers and poets for centuries. Following the western shore of Loch
Lomond we cross the Argyll Forest Park to reach the shores of Loch Fyne
where we visit Inveraray Jail.This superb attraction is a living Museum where
costumed characters portray life in a 19th century prison. You can interact
with jailers and common thieves,watch courtroom dramas and punishments.
Later we‘escape’and continue over forested hills to the lochs of theTrossachs
and our last stop will be in the town of Callander, in the heart of Rob Roy
country,where we can visit excellent craft and woollen shops. (B,D)
DAY 11 RIPON IN YORKSHIRE
Driving south we reach the New Lanark World Heritage Site, a sensitively
restored 18th century cotton mill village in South Lanarkshire. Set in an
incredibly scenic location, this award winning attraction is absolutely
fascinating.The giant mill wheels still sit over the torrential river and the 200
year old terraced houses have been restored offering an intriguing look at
the workers family life two centuries ago.Later we continue to the charming
town of Ripon on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales,where we spend the next
three nights. Each night at 9pm in Ripon, an ancient tradition dating back to
11th century is performed by the towns Horn Blower. He will 'set the watch' by
blowing his horn from each corner of the market square around the obelisk
which was built in 1703 and stands 90ft tall. (B, D)
Your Yorkshire Hotel – Best Western Ripon Spa Hotel. Just five minutes’
stroll from Ripon’s ancient market square is the delightful Ripon Spa Hotel.
Privately owned, the Ripon Spa has that country club feeling. Set in eight
acres of landscaped grounds and award-winning gardens the hotel has a
proud Croquet heritage, with its own club and championship lawns. See
www.riponspa.com
DAY 12 RIPON IN YORKSHIRE
This morning will be spent in the nearby city of York. After a city
orientation tour the rest of the morning will be at leisure. Make sure you
visit the Minster, the largest gothic church in England, stroll the‘Shambles’
(medieval shopping street) or walk along the Roman built city walls.
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Cotswold Cottages

Later we return to your hotel for a relaxing afternoon.Take time to enjoy
a walk into Ripon, the Cathedral City of the Dales, or maybe enjoy a drink
on the hotel terrace or (subject to availability) try your hand at croquet
on your hotel lawns. (B)
DAY 13 RIPON IN YORKSHIRE
Driving east, we stop at Pickering where we board a heritage train of the
North Yorkshire Moors Railway for the ride to Goathland.With its charming
1930 village atmosphere, this station is known to many as Aidensfield in
the television series Heartbeat, and also as the bewitching Hogsmeade
Station in the first Harry Potter film.From here we drive to the coastal town
of Whitby, once home to the famous explorer Captain Cook, where we
enjoy lunchtime at leisure. This afternoon we follow the Yorkshire coast,
past Scarborough to visit Castle Howard, the setting for the famous TV
drama ‘Brideshead Revisited’. Designed in 1699 by John Vanbrugh, this
magnificent private home is set in 1,000 acres of gardens complete with
water-features, fountains and a walled rose garden. Its 80ft high dome
dominates the skyline and inside there is a remarkably rich collection of
art, furniture and antiques. (B, D)
DAY 14 STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
A leisurely start as we drive south into Derbyshire to reach Chatsworth
mid morning. Here we visit Chatsworth House with its glorious interior,
treasure rooms and gardens complete with an ornate maze and the 300
year old water ‘Cascade’, falling 200 metres down the hill in a series of 24
steps. Later we continue to Stratford-upon-Avon and visit Anne
Hathaway’s cottage before settling into our central hotel, where we stay
for the next three nights. (B, D)
Your Stratford Hotel – Mercure Shakespeare. This delightful half timbered
Elizabethan style hotel exudes all the character and style you would expect of
a hotel set in the very heart of Stratford-upon-Avon.This 4 star hotel boasts an
excellent location, within easy walking distance of all the main sights, making
the‘Shakespeare’ a wonderful base for you to come and go at leisure.
DAY 15 STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
This morning we visit nearby Warwick and its medieval castle. Over a
thousand years of secrets hide in the shadows of the castle – tales of murder,
mystery, intrigue and scandal. Walk through Madame Tussaud’s medieval
household in the Kingmaker attraction, watch the Earl of Warwick prepare
for his final battle, enter the eerie Ghost Tower, descend into the gloomy
depths of the Torture Chamber and see Royalty and Dukes prepare for
dinner in the Great Hall. Lunchtime will be spent in the countryside at the
delightful Saxon Mill Pub,set beside a peaceful lake and weir,complete with
weeping willows and ducks.After visiting Shakespeare’s Birthplace the rest

Big Ben

of the day and evening will be free to relax and wander the streets of
Elizabethan Stratford-upon-Avon. (B)
DAY 16 STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
A relaxing day is planned today! We spend the whole day leisurely
wandering through one of the most beautiful and unique regions in
England – the Cotswolds. The landscape is dotted with delightful villages
with their honey coloured houses, stonewalls and thick hedgerows. We
make stops in the famous villages of Broadway and Bourton-on-the-Water,
plus we visit Sudeley Castle, romantically set in its beautiful gardens. (B, D)
DAY 17 LONDON
After breakfast, we travel south to Oxford, home to one of Europe’s oldest
and most famous universities. The ‘dreaming spires’, honey-gold buildings
and a riverside setting are just part of Oxford’s unique appeal that, once
visited,is unforgettable.A local guide takes us on a walking tour around the
city and its colleges. Mid afternoon we depart for London. (B)
Your London Hotel - Hilton London Metropole,or similar.
DAY 18 LONDON
This morning a local guide joins us for a panoramic orientation tour where
we see the major sights from Buckingham Palace and the Tower Bridge to
Westminster Abbey and Trafalgar Square. A highlight of your day will be a
ride on the giant ferris wheel –‘the London Eye’– to take in the spectacular
views down onto the Houses of Parliament and across London’s unique
skyline.Your afternoon is at leisure.This evening we enjoy a farewell dinner
at a traditional ‘London Pub’. (B, D)
DAY 19 LONDON
Sadly, your tour comes to an end after breakfast. (B)

Tour Inclusions
• All the sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions (as per the itinerary)
• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager
• First class air-conditioned touring coach
• End of Tour tips to Tour Manager, driver and local guides
• 18 nights selected accommodation as described
• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)
• English/Scottish breakfasts daily
• 12 dinners including a farewell dinner in a London pub
• Welcome drink in London
• Local guides – Dove Cottage, Edinburgh, Stirling & the Trossachs,
Oxford and London
• Entrances: Stonehenge,Tintern Abbey, Glastonbury Abbey,
Stourhead, Bath’s Roman Baths & Pump Room, Beatles Story
Museum, Dove Cottage and Wordsworth Museum, Edinburgh
Castle, Stirling Castle, Castle Howard, Chatsworth House,
Shakespeare’s Birthplace, Anne Hathaway’s Cottage,Warwick Castle,
Sudeley Castle
• Cruise on Lake Windermere, Lakeside to Haverthwaite steam train
ride, Glengoyne Distillery tasting, visit Bannockburn Heritage Centre,
Inveraray Jail and New Lanark Heritage Centre, North Yorkshire
Moors Railway heritage train journey, ride high on the London Eye
• Personal audio system whilst on tour

2012 Dates and Prices
19 days only $5,789 pp twin share
Single supplement $1,269 (land only prices in Australian dollars)

‘This was a much more relaxing tour than our 4 previous
‘pyjamas tours’with another company. Overall the tour was
much above our expectations.’
Jean and John

STARTS
17 May
30 August
13 September

ENDS
4 June
17 September
1 October

SPECIAL EARLYBIRD OFFER Book by 22 Dec 2011
to save $300 pp!
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Black Forest, Bavaria & the Tyrol
14 Relaxing Days – Frankfurt to Munich

Salzburg

Albatross gives you more…










Take the funicular up to Heidelberg Castle,taste Alsace wine on the
‘route Alsace du Vin’ and enjoy coffee and cake in the Black Forest
Stay 3 nights in the heart of the Black Forest and visit medieval
Triberg, gothic Freiburg, postcard perfect Colmar, and cruise on
the River Ill through charming Strasbourg
Wander around the glorious gardens of the ‘Flower Island’ of
Mainau and cross Lake Constance to Meersburg and visit the old
harbour of Lindau
Spend 3 nights in the mountains of Bavaria under the shadow of
Ludwig’s fairytale Neuschwanstein Castle, visit Linderhof Palace,
Oberammergau, Fussen, the glorious Weiskirche, and enjoy a
cable car ride to Tegelberg
Explore Innsbruck, visit Swarovski Crystal World and Rattenberg.
Relax over 5 nights in the beautiful Austrian Tyrol visiting
baroque Salzburg, Hitler’s Eagles Nest and Dokumentation Centre
and the chic ski resort of Mayrhofen
Drive over the magnificent Fern and Gerlos Alpine Passes, admire
the highest waterfalls in Austria – Krimmler Wasserfälle
Cruise along the world famous Lake Konigsee and ride a steam
train along the Ziller Valley

The Albatross Difference
Genuinely
Inclusive

More sightseeing time
off the coach, average
133 kms travelled
22

Max 30 passengers for
a more personal
touring experience

Over $1,400 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

DAY 1 FRANKFURT
Your tour commences this evening with a welcome drink before dinner in
your hotel. This is an ideal chance to meet, and get to know, your Tour
Manager and fellow travellers. (D)
Your Frankfurt Hotel – Hilton Frankfurt or Holiday Inn Frankfurt Airport North.
DAY 2 HORNBERG IN THE BLACK FOREST
We spend the morning in the nearby ancient university town of Heidelberg.
Set in the wooded Neckar Valley,it is noted for its twin-towered bridge and
red sandstone castle.We have included a funicular ride up to the castle and
entrance to the castle courtyard and terrace to enjoy the magnificent views
of the city and Nekkar River below,and to see the world’s largest wine barrel
and the German Apothecary Museum. Later, we drive deep into the Black
Forest to the village of Hornberg, near Triberg, where we spend the next
three nights. (B, D)
Your Black Forest Hotel – Hotel Schloss Hornberg.Enjoy the 900 years of history
surrounding your little ‘schloss’ (stately home) which boasts Black Forest
traditions and culinary delights.(Technically‘schloss’can mean palace or castle
however, the Schloss Hornberg is better described as a stately home or
mansion). Situated above the valley in the heart of the Black Forest,this location
makes an excellent base for all of our included excursions to the surrounding
areas. This traditional hotel has a 3 star classification and all guestrooms are
fitted with bath/showers,radio,telephones and satellite television. Please note
the Hornberg Hotel has no lift however, our rooms will be located on floors 1
and 2.The hotel web site is written in German but you still may wish to have a
look.See www.schloss-hornberg.de
DAY 3 HORNBERG IN THE BLACK FOREST
Crossing the Rhine in France, we spend the morning in postcard perfect
Colmar. Brightly painted, half-timbered houses on narrow, twisting lanes
make a perfect backdrop.The River Lauch winds its way through the centre,
known as the Little Venice district. Your afternoon will be spent in the capital
of the Black Forest – the gothic city of Freiburg.Sensitively restored,Freiburg
is one of the most charming of German cities,located where the Black Forest

meets the Rhine Plain. Arcaded shopping streets and little streams lead
through the old town to its great gothic cathedral. The Black forest is
famous for its cake and wood carved cuckoo clocks. Later this afternoon,on
our way back to our hotel, we will make a stop for a cuckoo clock
demonstration and to enjoy a coffee and some Black Forest cake. (B, D)
DAY 4 HORNBERG IN THE BLACK FOREST
Our morning will be spent in Strasbourg, the seat of the European
Parliament. On arrival we board a glass topped boat to enjoy a river cruise
around the heart of this beautiful city. Retaining its old world charm there
are three bridges spanning the River Ill, massive fortified towers and the
pedestrian streets around the Place de la Cathédrale and Place Broglie are
a delight. Take time to enjoy one of the numerous cosy bistros and cafes.
Later we visit Marlenheim,one of the oldest wine villages at the head of the
Route Alsace du Vin (Alsace Wine Route) to enjoy a wine tasting of various
different local wines. (B, D)
DAY 5 HOHENSCHWANGAU IN BAVARIA
Heading south-east we soon arrive on the western shore of Lake Constance.
Crossing a short causeway we visit the Flower Island of Mainau where a
local guide leads us through the 111 acres of beautiful gardens and
landscaped grounds. Originally created nearly 200 years ago by Prince
Nikolaus these magnificent botanical gardens also boast an arboretum and
an Italian rose garden complete with pergolas, sculptures, fountains and
500 varieties of roses.In summer it is splendid with its Rhododendrons along
with huge displays of over 350,000 flowers.
After catching a ferry across Lake Constance to Meersburg, we follow the
northern lakeshore to enjoy an afternoon break in the old harbour town of
Lindau. Later we continue to the mountains of Bavaria. Here, in the tiny
village of Hohenschwangau, you will stay the next three nights in a
wonderful setting. On one hill overlooking the village you have the neogothic castle of Hohenschwangau and on the other side above the village
is a wooded mountain spur and Neuschwanstein - the fairytale castle of
‘mad’King Ludwig.The remainder of the afternoon is free to settle into your
hotel, enjoy a drink on the sun terrace or take a walk around the beautiful
‘Swan Lake’nearby. (B, D)
Your feature Hotel in Bavaria - Hotel Muller.Your first class hotel is in the most
enchanting of settings.Old style wooden panelling,Coachman’s Room,cocktail
lounge, octagonal restaurant with full views of one castle and the verandah

with views of the other.Sensational for the evening illuminations!The highlight
of your stay? The staff! Family run,professional and so welcoming.
DAY 6 HOHENSCHWANGAU IN BAVARIA
A very relaxing day as we visit perhaps the most famous castle in the world
– the fairytale Neuschwanstein Castle. A horse and buggy will pick you up
outside your hotel and take you up the wooded road to enjoy a guided tour
through the state rooms, king’s apartments, halls and throne room; all
reminiscent of a Wagner operatic saga. Lunchtime will be spent in nearby
Fussen and later in the afternoon we will take a cable car ride up toTegelberg
to take in the excellent views down onto the fairytale castles far below.(B,D)
Please note: The guided tour through Neuschwanstein Castle incorporates
climbing up and down a number of staircases and, as there are no elevators, the
inside visit to the castle this morning may not be suitable for those with walking
difficulties or limitations.

DAY 7 HOHENSCHWANGAU IN BAVARIA
There is nothing quite like a day in the mountains! Our first stop will be a visit
to Linderhof, an extravagant French Rococo Palace - yet another of King
Ludwig's amazing creations. The Venus Grotto reproduces a set from
Wagner's Tannhäuser,and the Moorish Pavilion shelters the Peacock Throne.
Lunchtime will be in the nearby village of Oberammergau with its ornately
painted buildings where the famous Passion Play is performed every ten
years. In the afternoon we drive through Bavarian farmlands and forests to
make a stop in arguably the most beautiful church in Europe – Weiskirche
(the ‘Church in the Meadows’). Surrounded by green fields, the interior of
this World Heritage Listed church is an astounding Rococo creation. (B, D)
DAY 8 KIRCHBERG IN THE AUSTRIAN TYROL
Taking the beautiful Fern Pass across the Bavarian Alps we descend into the
Inn Valley to visit the nearby winter resort city of Innsbruck. There will be
time at leisure to explore the sights of the Alstadt (old town) such as the
Hofburg Imperial Palace,cobbled stoned streets and the renowned Golden
Roof. In the afternoon we go to the nearby town of Wattens to visit the
Swarovski 'Kristallwelten' (Crystal World), a weird and wonderful crystal
experience. Built into a small hill, the entrance is through the mouth of a
Goblin with huge crystal eyes. Later we follow the dramatic Inn Valley
through the rolling Tyrolean hills and villages, to enjoy a short afternoon
stop in the pretty village of Rattenberg. We then continue to Kirchberg
where we stay for the next five wonderful nights. (B, D)
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Your feature Tyrolean Hotel – Sunny Hotel Sonne. Located a short walk above
Kirchberg village in a picturesque setting,this is an excellent,chalet style 4 star
hotel.The atmosphere is charming with that traditional Austrian wooden décor,
the views from the bar across to the mountains are amazing, rooms are
spacious and the dining is excellent! We have also included free access to their
excellent indoor pool,steam room and sauna.
DAY 9 KIRCHBERG IN THE AUSTRIAN TYROL
We have included a full day excursion today to Salzburg – the Baroque city
of Mozart. A local guide will take us on a walking tour of this enchanting
city, including several locations used in the film 'Sound of Music'. Your
afternoon will be at leisure to explore the myriad of narrow, cobbled stone
streets, ornate squares and churches, fascinating shops and traditional
coffee houses. The views from the enormous Festung (Fortress),sitting high
above the city, are magnificent. (B, D)
DAY 10 KIRCHBERG IN THE AUSTRIAN TYROL
A fascinating day ahead as we visit Berchtesgaden.A local guide joins us as
we take a breathtaking bus journey up the winding Kehlstein road and then,
in Hitler’s personal luxurious brass elevator,we ascend inside the mountain
for a guided tour of the Kehlsteinhaus.This alpine retreat is better known as
Hitler’s Eagles Nest and the mountain views are spectacular. We also visit
the Dokumentation Centre of Obersalzberg (Hitler’s former Nazi Southern
Headquarters) and descend into the elaborate system of bunkers
connecting with the Berghof.
We also enjoy an afternoon stop in the charming village beside perhaps the
most beautiful lake of all, Konigsee - famous the world over for its steep
cliffs and fjord like lake.To fully appreciate the dramatic landscape we have
included a relaxing cruise along the lake to see the romantic pilgrimage
church on St Bartholomew Island. (B, D)
DAY 11 KIRCHBERG IN THE AUSTRIAN TYROL
Your day is entirely free to explore the old town of Kirchberg and maybe
the nearby town of Kitzbuhel. Why not take a cable car up one of the
surrounding peaks and enjoy lunch in one of the mountain top
restaurants. Alternatively relax on a sun terrace and soak up the glorious
surroundings. (B, D)

Neuschwanstein Castle, Bavaria

DAY 12 KIRCHBERG IN THE AUSTRIAN TYROL
An exciting day in the mountains. Driving to Jenbach we board the old
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Freiburg

Austrian Tyrol

wooden carriages of the historical Zillertalbahn steam train. Sit back and
relax as the train puffs its way up the full length of the Ziller Valley, through
conifer forests and rich green meadows, to reach the chic ski resort of
Mayrhofen. This is a perfect place to enjoy lunchtime amongst the
numerous shops, cafes and restaurants surrounded by the soaring Alps.
Meeting up with our coach we enter the Hohe Tauern National Park and
drive over the spectacular 1,630 metre high, 12 km long Gerlos Pass.
Stopping at Krimml we visit the Krimmler Wasserfälle (Waterfalls) - the
highest in Austria – where we enjoy a walk along the valley pathway to a
number of spectacular viewpoints. (B, D)
DAY 13 MUNICH
Bidding Austria farewell, we drive to Munich. On arrival we have included
a panoramic city tour,which will orientate you with the main sights,such as
the neo-gothic town hall, and the wonderful church known as the
Frauenkirche, whose twin onion-topped towers are the symbol of the city.
Your afternoon is at leisure to explore this cosmopolitan city.This evening
we have included a farewell dinner in a local restaurant. (B, D)
Your Munich Hotel – Maritim Hotel.This first class hotel is in a superb location
in the city centre just a few minutes walk from the main railway station,
Deutches Theatre and the main pedestrian shopping mall.
DAY 14 MUNICH
Sadly your tour has come to an end after breakfast. (B)

Tour Inclusions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All the sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions (as per the itinerary)
Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager
First class air-conditioned touring coach
End of tour tips to Tour Manager, driver and local guides
13 nights selected accommodation as described
Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)
Welcome drink in Frankfurt
Buffet breakfasts daily and all (13) dinners
Local guides - Mainau Botanical Gardens, Neuschwanstein Castle,
Salzburg, Hitler’s Eagles Nest
• Entrances: Heidelberg Castle, Mainau Botanical Gardens,
Neuschwanstein Castle, Linderhof Palace, Swarovski Crystal World,
Hitler's Eagles Nest, Obersalzberg Dokumentation Centre, Krimml
Waterfalls
• Funicular ride Heidelberg Castle, Black Forest cake, coffee and
cuckoo clock demonstration, Strasbourg river cruise, Alsace wine
tasting, Lake Constance ferry ride, horse and buggy ride to
Neuschwanstein,Tegelberg cable car ride, Ziller Valley steam train
ride, Lake Konigsee cruise
• Personal audio system whilst on tour

2012 Dates and Prices
‘We wanted to let you know how much we enjoyed the tour
- it was professionally run with great accommodation,a very
informative tour guide, and interesting and varied sites and
attractions. Meals were of a high standard - (so huge!). This
was our first experience of group touring as we normally
travel independently, and we certainly did appreciate only
20 being on the tour!’
Kaye and Chris

14 days only $4,129 pp twin share
Single supplement $489 (land only prices in Australian dollars)
STARTS
14 May
2 July
27 August
9 October

ENDS
27 May
15 July
9 September
22 October

SPECIAL EARLYBIRD OFFER Book by 22 Dec 2011
to save $300 pp!
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Rhineland, Alsace & the Swiss Alps
16 Marvellous Days – Frankfurt to Zurich

Thun, Switzerland

Albatross gives you more…











Enjoy 2 nights in the Rhineland exploring the beautiful Moselle
River, ancient Trier, Rüdesheim and magnificent Castle Burg Eltz
Cruise through the Rhine Gorge and visit the Grand Duchy of
Luxembourg
Stay 4 nights in an Alsace chateau hotel and visit postcard perfect
Colmar, cruise on the River Ill through Strasbourg and discover
the pretty wine villages along the ‘route Alsace du Vin’
Visit medieval Triberg and gothic Freiburg in the Black Forest
Stay 3 nights in the Swiss Gruyère region near Lake Geneva and
visit Berne, Murten, Montreux, Charlie Chaplin’s Vevay and the
hilltop village of Gruyères
Visit Chateau Chillon and the Olympics Museum in Ouchy, follow
the Lavaux wine road and ride on the Swiss Chocolate Train
Relax over 4 nights in the heart of the mighty Swiss Alps in
Lauterbrunnen – in the ‘Valley of the Waterfalls’. Cruise on Lake
Thun, visit Interlaken and the chic ski resorts of Gstaad and
Grindelwald, see the north face of the Eiger and the
Trummelbach Falls.
Experience an alpine walk from the Grütschalp to Mürren, visit
Meiringen and stay by the lake in Luzern

The Albatross Difference
Genuinely
Inclusive

More sightseeing time
off the coach, average
110 kms travelled
26

Max 30 passengers for
a more personal
touring experience

Over $1,600 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

DAY 1 FRANKFURT
Your tour commences this evening with a welcome drink before dinner in
your hotel. This is an ideal chance to meet, and get to know, your Tour
Manager and fellow travellers. (D)
Your Frankfurt Hotel – Hilton Frankfurt.
DAY 2 TRIER
Soon after leaving Frankfurt we reach the River Rhine and make a morning
stop in delightful Rüdesheim where you can wander up the famous
Drosselgasse, a narrow cobblestone avenue lined with overhanging half
timbered buildings,cafes and shops.Later we enjoy a Rhine Cruise past the
Lorelei Rock and through the Rhine Gorge lined with vineyards and‘Robber
Baron’ Castles. Following lunchtime at leisure in Boppard, we cross over to
the more dramatic Moselle River and enjoy a guided tour through Castle
Burg Eltz.Untouched in over 700 years this magnificent castle emerges from
a lush forest perched high above the river gorge. The interior is furnished
much as it was 500 years ago.Following the winding Moselle we reach Trier
where we stay for the next two nights.Your hotel is superbly located by the
Porta Nigra Roman gate and the central pedestrian mall. (B, D)
Your Rhineland Hotel - Mercure Hotel Trier Porta Nigra.
DAY 3 TRIER
This morning we are joined by a local guide who will take us on a walking
tour of this fascinating city.Trier is the oldest city in Germany and was once
the northern capital of the Roman Empire. The city is adorned with sights
including the Roman Basilica, Trier Cathedral and the ruins of the Roman
Amphitheatre and Baths.The rest of your day is free to relax and enjoy this
wonderful town. (B)
DAY 4 CHATEAU DE L’ILE IN THE ALSACE
After a leisurely start we arrive in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, one of
the smallest countries in the world. Luxembourg city itself displays a
thousand years of history. It has a striking location built on a promontory
overlooking deep valleys and precipitous gorges. After an orientation tour
of the city, we have free time to explore the maze of cobbled streets that

make up the pedestrianised Old Town around the Grand-Ducal Palace.This
afternoon we continue into the Alsace region where we stay for the next
four nights in a chateau hotel, located just five kilometres outside
Strasbourg. (B, D)

evening will be free in Strasbourg where you can discover your own
character bistro to enjoy dinner. (B)
DAY 7 CHATEAU DE L’ILE IN THE ALSACE
We will spend the day in the beautiful Black Forest. Crossing into Germany
we will follow the Schwarzwaldhochstrasse (Black Forest High Road) into
the heart of the region and the old town of Triberg. After visiting the Black
Forest Museum, illustrating this region’s history and folklore, take time to
wander amongst the cuckoo clock shops and maybe enjoy coffee and Black
Forest Cake in one of the local cafes. Your afternoon will be spent in the
capital of the Black Forest – the gothic city of Freiburg. Here we are joined
by a local guide. Sensitively restored, Freiburg is one of the most charming
of German cities, located where the Black Forest meets the Rhine Plain.
Arcaded shopping streets and little streams lead through the old town to
its great gothic cathedral. (B, D)

Your Alsace hotel – Chateau de L’ile. Set in 4 hectares of private grounds this
19th century castle hotel is ideally situated on a tree-lined bend on the Ill River.
With its half-timbered style traditional Alsatian architecture, riverside terrace
and spa centre the‘de L’ile’ makes an ideal base to explore the Alsace region.
DAY 5 CHATEAU DE L’ILE IN THE ALSACE
This morning we are joined by a local guide and together we will explore
Strasbourg, the seat of the European Parliament. Retaining its old world
charm,there are massive fortified towers beside three bridges spanning the
River Ill, and the pedestrian streets around the Place de la Cathédrale and
Place Broglie are a delight.We also enjoy a river cruise around the heart of
this beautiful city, in a glass topped boat.The rest of the day is free to shop
and maybe relax in one of the numerous cosy cafes on the canals and
pedestrian walkways.This evening we will dine out in a local brasserie called
the Anciennee Duane, which dates back hundreds of years. (B, D)

DAY 8 CHARMEY IN THE GRUYÈRE REGION
Reaching Switzerland we stop to explore the medieval cobbled stoned
streets of Bern. A UNESCO World Landmark, this capital city is set on a
spectacular bend above the River Aare and boasts kilometres of sheltered
arcaded shopping ways, an intriguing clock tower and the famous
‘Bärengraben’bear pits. In the afternoon we take a short diversion to enjoy
an afternoon stop in the historic town of Murten by Lake Murten. Entering
the Gruyère region we soon reach Charmey, in the foothills of the Alps,
where we stay for the next three nights. (B, D)

DAY 6 CHATEAU DE L’ILE IN THE ALSACE
Driving south we reach postcard perfect Colmar and have an orientation
tour.Brightly painted,half-timbered houses on narrow,twisting lanes make
a perfect backdrop as the River Lauch winds its way through the centre,
known as the Little Venice district. In the afternoon we will follow the
famous Route Alsace du Vin (Alsace Wine Route) through the pretty villages
of Ribeauville, Riquewihr and Kaysersberg. We will stop at one of the
manicured vineyards to enjoy a wine tasting of various different local wines.
The remainder of the afternoon will be at leisure back at our hotel, and the

Your Charmey Hotel – Cailler Hotel.This purpose built chalet style hotel boasts
balconies and window boxes, a lounge bar and gourmet restaurant with
panoramic views, large bedrooms and a huge spa and wellness complex.
See www.hotel-cailler.ch
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The nearby delightful village of Lauterbrunnen is in a spectacular setting
with 1,000 foot sheer cliffs rising either side of this narrow ‘valley of the
waterfalls’ (these are the cliffs that James Bond keeps leaping off when
he is being chased by the baddies). The valley’s most famous landmark,
the impressive Staubbach Falls,is several hundred metres high and is right
behind the village.You will be staying here for four nights. (B, D)
Your hotel in the Bernese Oberland - Oberland Hotel, Lauterbrunnen. The
Oberland Hotel dates back well over 100 years and is located in the heart of
the village. You will be the guests of Ursula and Mark Nolan-von Allmen.
Mark’s passion for Swiss hill walking led him from Australia to Lauterbrunnen,
where he met and married Ursula. The dining is excellent plus there is a
relaxing bar/café and lounge.Please note the Oberland is a 5 storey hotel and
does not have a lift and does not offer porterage. See hotel photo page 7 or
visit www.hoteloberland.ch
DAY 12 LAUTERBRUNNEN IN THE BERNESE OBERLAND
We have left this day entirely free for you to enjoy the spectacular Swiss
scenery. Perhaps go hill walking or catch the cog train up to Wengen,
Kleine Scheidegg or even to the snowbound Jungfraujoch. At 11,333
feet high there is a large restaurant complex and the views are breathtaking. (B, D)
DAY 13 LAUTERBRUNNEN IN THE BERNESE OBERLAND
A very relaxing day as we first visit nearby Interlaken set between Lake
Brienz and Lake Thun.Later we will catch the ferry along the length of Lake
Thun to the town of Thun where we will enjoy time at leisure. (B, D)
Petite France in Strasbourg © C.FLEITH

DAY 9 CHARMEY IN THE GRUYÈRE REGION
Driving to Montreux, we have included entrance and a guided tour
through the 13th century fortress of Chateau Chillon which juts out
imposingly onto Lake Geneva.The rest of the morning is at leisure on the
grand lakeside promenade and foreshore of Montreux.This afternoon we
drive to Lausanne where we visit the Museum of the Olympic Games on
the quai d’Ouchy. The memorabilia and interactive displays make this a
fascinating visit. Later we follow the incredibly scenic Lavaux wine road
(UNESCO World Heritage Listed) through steep, stone terraced vineyards
that tumble down into Lake Geneva. At Charlie Chaplin’s hometown of
Vevay we enjoy an afternoon stop. (B, D)

DAY 14 LAUTERBRUNNEN IN THE BERNESE OBERLAND
Catching the Grütschalp cable car to the top of the cliffs we enjoy an easy
1 ½ to 2 hour flat walk along the broad hiking path to the ski town of
Mürren. The surrounding scenery is spectacular. The trails in Switzerland
are very well marked and this one in particular is extremely easy to follow,
with an ideal refreshment stop part way along at the Winteregg mountain
restaurant. Note: those not wishing to enjoy the walk can easily catch a ride

DAY 10 CHARMEY IN THE GRUYÈRE REGION
Today we enjoy an excursion on the famous Chocolate Train.After boarding
our 1915 vintage, first-class "Belle Epoque" Pullman car in Montreux, we
enjoy coffee and croissants enroute to Gruyères.On arrival we take a tour of
a cheese factory before driving up to the unique village of Gruyères.Rising
out of the flat valley floor,Gruyères village and castle are perched on top of
a steep rocky hill.The broad cobbled stone main street,flanked by centuries
old houses, is an astounding time capsule and one of the great sights of
Europe. Later we drive to Broc and visit Maison Cailler-Nestle, Switzerland's
first chocolate factory. (B, D)
DAY 11 LAUTERBRUNNEN IN THE BERNESE OBERLAND
Driving into the mountains we pass Chateau d’Oex, and make a morning
stop in the chic ski resort of Gstaad. Later we continue deep into the heart
of the Bernese Oberland to Grindelwald where we have lunchtime at leisure.
World famous for its skiing,the village is full of restaurants,cafes and shops
and the views directly onto the north face of the Eiger are exceptional.In the
afternoon we continue to the Lauterbrunnen Valley and visit the unusual
Trummelbach Falls.Taking a funicular up inside the cliff face we then walk
through the mountain caverns that are still being carved by these
‘living waterfalls’ as they thunder beside us through the mountain. An
extraordinary sight!
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Orschwiller Castle, Alsace Wine Road ©C.FLEITH

Lauterbrunnen, Switzerland - Hotel Oberland on the right, where we stay four nights

up to Murren and meet the group at lunchtime. The rest of your day is free.
There is plenty to see in Murren village, and from here you can catch
another cable car (not included) up to the famous revolving restaurant
perched 10,000 feet on top of the Schilthorn Mountain. (B, D)
DAY 15 LUZERN
Driving along the length of Lake Brienz, we will make a morning stop in
Meiringen (of Sherlock Holmes fame) and where the famous dessert
‘meringues’ originated. A perfect place to enjoy coffee and share a giant
meringue! Later we continue to the lovely lake-side town of Luzern with
its covered wooden bridges. Arriving around midday your afternoon is
free to explore the old town, on the doorstep of your hotel.Your farewell
dinner tonight promises to be an unforgettable experience as we enjoy
traditional Swiss fare in a local restaurant. (B, D)
Your Luzern Hotel - Hotel Schweizerhof. This 5 star hotel located on the
banks of the Lake, in the heart of Luzern's old town, is one of Switzerland's
finest hotels. The stunning interior reflects the brilliance of the grand era
of the 19th century. You will be charmed by the rooms which are discreetly
elegant whilst being equipped with all the modern facilities required to ensure
your comfort.
DAY 16 TRANSFER TO ZURICH AIRPORT AND STATION
After breakfast we will transfer you to Zurich.Arriving around midday we will
make stops at Zurich airport and central train station. (B)

Tour Inclusions
• All the sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions (as per the
itinerary)
• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager
• First class air-conditioned touring coach
• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, driver and local guides
• 15 nights selected accommodation as described
• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)
• Welcome drink in Frankfurt
• Buffet breakfasts daily and 13 dinners, including welcome
and farewell dinners, Strasbourg restaurant dinner
• Local guides Burg Eltz,Trier, Strasbourg, Freiburg, Chateau
Chillon
• Entrances: Burg Eltz, Black Forest Museum, Chateau Chillon,
Olympic Museum,Trummelbach Falls
• Rhine cruise, Strasbourg cruise, Alsace wine tasting, Lake
Thun cruise, full day excursion on the famous chocolate
train including a cheese factory visit and Nestle chocolate
visit, Grütschalp and Mürren – Stechelberg cable car rides.
• Personal audio system whilst on tour

2012 Dates and Prices
16 days only $6,189 pp twin share
Single supplement $1,149 (land only prices in Australian dollars)

‘Our leader and driver were both excellent.We enjoyed the
more leisurely pace with several nights in the one spot and
particularly enjoyed being out of the big cities – definitely
the way to go!’
Christine and Clem

STARTS
29 May
25 June
18 September

ENDS
13 June
10 July
3 October

SPECIAL EARLYBIRD OFFER Book by 22 Dec 2011
to save $300 pp!

29

The Italian ‘Grande’
18 Stunning Days – Milan to Rome

The Duomo in Florence

Albatross gives you more…











Spend 4 nights by Lake Maggiore in the magnificent Italian
Lakes District and visit Villa Carlotta and the town of Bellagio
on the shores of Lake Como plus cruise on Lake Maggiore to
the Borromean Islands
Drive into the dramatic Swiss Alps to explore Zermatt and see
the mighty Matterhorn
Stay 2 nights in a centuries old Italian castle and visit Lake
Garda and the romantic canals of Venice
Spend 5 nights in Tuscany in the Spa town of Montecatini
Terme and visit Florence and the Uffizi Gallery, Pisa, the
medieval cities of Lucca and Siena, the fairytale ‘town of
towers’ San Gimignano, and taste wine and olive oil with
Tuscan farmhouse owner, Dante
Savour traditional Tuscan cuisine at Fattoria il Poggio
Explore the scenic villages of the famous Cinque Terre
Enjoy 3 nights in the Umbrian Hills staying in medieval
Spoleto and visit Assisi
Relax over 3 nights on the stunning Amalfi Coast, cruise
around the island of Capri, visit Amalfi and picturesque
Positano and sip Limoncello in Maiori
Marvel at the ancient ruins of Pompeii and eternal Rome

The Albatross Difference
Genuinely
Inclusive

More sightseeing time
off the coach, average
172 kms travelled
30

Max 30 passengers for
a more personal
touring experience

Over $1,800 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

DAY 1 STRESA ON LAKE MAGGIORE
Commencing in central Milan at midday we will transfer you to Stresa on
wonderful Lake Maggiore, where you will stay the next four nights. Join us
tonight for a welcome drink before dinner.This is an ideal chance to meet,
and get to know, your Tour Manager and fellow travellers. (D)
Your feature Hotel in the Italian Lakes – La Palma Hotel. Set in its own private
gardens and within an easy walking distance of Stresa’s old town,this first class
hotel is superbly located on the lakeside promenade with magnificent views
across Lake Maggiore to the Borromean Islands. The elegant dining room leads
out into the hotels manicured gardens, and the swimming pool is located
opposite the hotel,on the lakeshore. This hotel is the perfect place to spend your
first four nights on tour! See www.hlapalma.it/en
DAY 2 STRESA ON LAKE MAGGIORE
Today we explore the famous Italian Lakes District.After a leisurely start we
drive to the town of Como and follow the shore of the lake to Tremezzo,
where we visit the world famous Villa Carlotta.This wonderful Villa is set in
70,000 square metres of romantic Italianate Gardens and faces across Lake
Como to the Bellagio peninsula. The classic gardens boast fountains and
pergolas and in spring time is famous for its Rhododendrons and Azaleas.
Later we board our private boat and enjoy a cruise on Lake Como, past a
number of striking lakeside villas,to delightful Bellagio.This beautiful town
is situated at the tip of the peninsula separating the lake's two southern
arms,with the Alps visible across the lake to the north.It’s time to relax in this
delightful town which boasts peaceful villas and gardens nestled by the
lakeside,elegant shops and walkways plus stylish al fresco dining at its very
best. Later we return to Stresa. (B, D)
DAY 3 STRESA ON LAKE MAGGIORE
Mountain peaks soar either side as we drive north over the spectacular Simplon
Pass into the mighty Swiss Alps and down into the ‘Swiss Valais’. Arriving at
Taesch mid morning,we board the Alpine cog railway up to the picture postcard
village of Zermatt.Set at an altitude of 5,315 feet,the village is surrounded by a
dozen huge peaks and dominating all is the Mighty Matterhorn.Relax and enjoy
the atmosphere in this alpine village or perhaps take the Gornergrat funicular

DAY 6 CASTELBRANDO
After a leisurely start we descend to the Po Valley and visit nearby‘Venezia’
(Venice) – arguably one of the most romantic cities in the world. At
Tronchetto we board a private boat to take us to St Marc’s Square,where we
join our expert local guide for a walking tour. The rest of the day is free to
meander through the myriad of narrow, water lined streets and alleys
spanned by humped back bridges. Dinner this evening is back in ‘our’
magnificent castle. (B, D)

train (not included) to the highest open air railway station in Europe,where at
10,170 feet the views across the Alps are beyond belief.Later we return to Stresa
in Italy. (B,D)
DAY 4 STRESA ON LAKE MAGGIORE
Boarding our private boat we visit the famous islands of Lake Maggiore.First
stop will be Isola Bella where we have included entrance and a guided tour
of the palatial Borromeo villa and gardens, which dominate the island.The
villa boasts Murano glass chandeliers, gobelin-covered chairs, intricate
tapestries and paintings. The spectacular formal gardens rise behind the
ornate villa, with patterned flower beds falling in terraces, with statues and
ornamental stonework completing the Italianate style. Next we visit Isola
Pescatori (the Fisherman’s island). Lunchtime is at leisure on this small,
picturesque island with its quaint cafes and restaurants set amongst the
old houses with wooden balconies, tiny boats and fishing nets. The
afternoon and evening are at leisure in delightful, lakeside Stresa. (B)

DAY 7 MONTECATINI TERME IN TUSCANY
A leisurely start to the day as we bid farewell to our castle and travel south
to Tuscany. We arrive in the charming spa town of Montecatini Terme mid
afternoon.This was once a favourite ‘cure resort’ of the crowned heads of
state from all over Europe. We stay here for the next five nights, in a
traditional family run, four star hotel, close to the major sights. As a
highlight, this evening we drive into the picturesque Tuscan countryside,
where we have arranged dinner at Fattoria il Poggio with its winery and
olive groves. (B, D)

DAY 5 CASTELBRANDO
Bidding farewell to Lake Maggiore we drive east and arrive at Lake Garda
late morning.This is the largest of the Italian lakes and the meeting point of
three Italian regions.With a circumference of about 100 kilometres,the lake
is surrounded by lemon and citrus groves. There will be time at leisure for
lunch in one of the colourful and diverse lakeside towns. Later we reach
the foothills of the Dolomites and the superb CastelBrando, where we stay
for the next two evocative nights. Located above the village of Cison di
Valmarino,this 2,000 year old Roman fortress was turned into a sumptuous
noble’s palace in the 13th century. Access to the castle is by funicular. On
arrival we have included a guided tour of the castle. (B, D)

Your feature Tuscan Hotel – Ercolini & Savi Hotel. Dating from the second half
of the 19th century,the splendid Liberty-style building which hosts Hotel Ercolini
& Savi is one of the oldest in the town. The hotel is in an extremely central
location in the elegant Via San Martino,close by Piazza del Popolo.
DAY 8 MONTECATINI TERME IN TUSCANY
Today is dedicated to nearby‘Firenze’(Florence).We catch a train to swiftly
reach the city centre, where you are joined by a local guide who will bring
to life this truly beautiful city, which is otherwise known as the ‘Cradle of
the Renaissance’. We see the Duomo and take in the magnificent statues
in the Piazza della Signoria.Your tour ends inside the famous Uffizi Gallery
- one of the world’s greatest collections of Italian, Florentine and
Renaissance art. Your afternoon is entirely free to enjoy Florence at your
own pace. Espresso Coffee on Piazza Santa Croce where Michelangelo is
buried? A gelato whilst strolling across the Ponte Vecchio? Don’t forget
the excellent shopping. (B, D)

Your feature Hotel in Italy – CastelBrando. Skilful restoration and sensitive
modernisation have brought the original magnificence back to life.Guelph style
decorative battlements,stone cellars,tapestries,swords and suits of armour set
the scene for the elegant halls, dining rooms, manicured gardens and terraces
overlooking the valley. Glorious for those après dinner drinks on those long
summer evenings! See www.castelbrando.it
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Italy, the Albatross Way

to visit Porto Venere,Vernazza and Monterosso.Our return journey is by train
through the tunnels and cliffs above. (B,D)

Italy is big.Very big! Did you know,with motorway service station stops
for morning tea and lunch, taking into consideration tolls, traffic and
entering and exiting major cities it takes over eight and a half hours to
travel on a coach from Florence to Sorrento or Venice to Rome! Yet so
many tours have these drives as a standard part of their itinerary.

DAY 11 MONTECATINI TERME IN TUSCANY
Our first stop today is in one of the most typically‘Tuscan’towns in the area,
Lucca - a medieval walled city, filled with palaces, churches, ancient houses
and the former home of Puccini, where he wrote Turandot. Walk on top of
the city walls for the very best city views, or visit Piazza San Michele and
stroll along the shops of Borgo Giannotti.Later we visit Pisa with its famous
Leaning Tower, Cathedral and Baptistery in the magnificent Piazza dei
Miracoli. This afternoon at ‘I Cipressini’ farmhouse, near Montecatini Alto,
owner Dante will host an olive oil tasting accompanied by Tuscan wines
and a selection of antipasto including local meats,cheese and bread.You will
also enjoy Vin Santo and Cartucci – specialities of this region. (B)

That is why Albatross Tours breaks these journeys with five nights in
Tuscany and two nights in Spoleto, enroute to the Amalfi Coast.That
is also why when we travel between destinations our days are not
endurance tests. We allow leisurely stops enroute! For instance,
between Tuscany and Umbria we enjoy visits to both Siena and
delightful San Gimignano and between Stresa and CastelBrando we
have lunchtime on Lake Garda. Aren’t these sorts of visits exactly why
you want to travel to glorious Italy? By providing four nights in the
glorious Lakes District,three on the Amalfi Coast and two in an ancient
castle, we perfectly complete your Italian experience! It’s all about a
sensible touring style,a civilized pace,genuine inclusions and actually
enjoying what you have come so far to see.

Albatross delivers a fuller and more rewarding experience.
Please note:In this tour we visit a number of medieval hilltop towns which may
have some steep, uneven cobbled stone streets, and attractions with steep
staircases and no lifts. Additionally some larger cities only provide coach
passenger drop off points 15 minutes or so walk from the old town centres.
This need to walk from coach drop off points in some Italian towns and cities
is common to ALL Tour Operators. People with walking difficulties or
limitations should consider this before booking. Additionally, local traffic bylaws and regulations on coach travel in Italian cities require a higher than usual
number of earlier starts.

DAY 9 MONTECATINI TERME IN TUSCANY
The whole of today has been purposely left entirely at leisure. This is a
perfect opportunity for you to do as little, or as much as you want! Maybe
take the local train back to the museums and shops of Florence.
Alternatively explore Montecatini’s old centre and parklands, or pamper
yourself in one of the Spas. Perhaps just relax in your hotel or sip wine in a
café and watch the world go by! (B)
DAY 10 MONTECATINI TERME IN TUSCANY
A delightful day is planned as we explore the famous Cinque Terre.The name
means ‘five lands’and comes from the five unspoilt fishing villages that cling
to the cliffs,overlooking the sea.We have arranged a coastal boat ride for you
to admire the spectacular scenery and almost inaccessible fishing villages,and
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Lake Como, photo courtesy Megan Thackray

DAY 12 SPOLETO IN UMBRIA
We make the short drive across Tuscany to the fairytale‘town of towers’San
Gimignano, famous for its 13th and 14th century Tuscan towers. Exploring
the pedestrian walkways of this hilltop town is an absolute delight.
Lunchtime will be at leisure in the beautifully preserved streets of medieval
Siena amongst the great sights such as the gothic town hall and the Piazza
del Campo, scene of the famous Palio horse race. Next we wind up to the
hills of Umbria and the wonderful walled town of Spoleto where we stay
the next two nights. Medieval Spoleto is easily explored on foot. There are
numerous Romanesque churches and cobbled stone alleyways lined with
shops, bars and trattorias. (B, D)
Your Umbrian feature Hotel – Hotel Dei Duchi. This unpretentious, family run
hotel is located literally just outside the old city walls and is known locally for its
cuisine. The dining area has wide panoramic views of the stunning Umbrian
countryside. The hotel has the dual benefit of being a 'town' hotel but at the
same time giving the feeling as if you are in the middle of the countryside - so
you have the best of both worlds. Perfect for those after dinner strolls into the
medieval centre to enjoy a gelato or nightcap in a local café!
DAY 13 SPOLETO IN UMBRIA
We spend this morning in the nearby beautiful Umbrian city of Assisi. Badly
damaged by earthquakes in 1997 the city,dominated by two medieval castles,
undertook a remarkable programme of restoration which soon brought it
back to all its glory.On arrival in Assisi we are joined by a lay Franciscan Monk
for a guided tour of the Basilica of St Francis with its magnificent frescoes.
Afterwards there is time for you to explore Assisi at your own pace.Returning
to Spoleto,the rest of the afternoon is at leisure.Perhaps take a leisurely walk
along the path around the castle and across the medieval viaduct in to the
Umbrian countryside. This is the real Italy! (B,D)

Riomaggiore, Cinque Terre

San Gimignano,Tuscany

DAY 14 MAIORI ON THE AMALFI COAST
Driving south past Vesuvius we visit the ancient ruins of Pompeii, where a
local guide takes us through the city that was buried under volcanic ash in
AD 79. Paintings, furniture, mosaics, sculptures, graffiti and even loaves in
ovens are wonderfully preserved. From here it’s only a short drive to the
Amalfi coast and the port town of Maiori, where we stay in the Reginna
Palace Hotel for the next three nights. We have selected this hotel for its
position and style, local ambience and the warm, welcoming service you
will receive during your stay. A perfect base for visiting all the local sights
and soaking up the unique atmosphere of the Amalfi Coast! (B, D)
Your Maiori Hotel – Reginna Palace Hotel
DAY 15 MAIORI ON THE AMALFI COAST
Enjoy your day as we take you on the ferry across to Marina Grande, on the
island of Capri,which the Roman emperorTiberius made his capital.On arrival
we catch a local shuttle bus up to the top of the island to explore the charming
village of Anacapri. We also spend time at leisure amongst the boutiques and
galleries in the main town,Capri. Later,we will enjoy an afternoon boat cruise
around the island. (B,D)
DAY 16 MAIORI ON THE AMALFI COAST
The Amalfi Coast is famous for its twisting, winding scenic drive with
picturesque villages and towns hugging the cliffs and craggy coves. This
morning we catch a ferry from Maiori along the dramatic coastline to our
morning stop in Amalfi.Later we continue by ferry to perhaps the most scenic
of towns, Positano. The town clings, in tiers to the rock face down the steep,
rugged hillside to the old port,which is only directly accessible by boat. Mid
afternoon we return by ferry to Maiori,where the remainder of the afternoon
is at leisure to relax and enjoy your surroundings. Prior to dinner, we have
arranged a tasting of one of the region’s famous liquors – Limoncello.(B,D)
DAY 17 ROME
On arrival in Rome we enjoy a guided panoramic tour around the famous
landmarks of this grand city, from the magnificent fountains by Bernini, the
palaces and open squares to Piazza Venezia and the massive Colosseum
(entrance not included). After checking into our central Rome hotel, our
finale will be a farewell dinner in a local restaurant. (B, D)
Your Rome Hotel – Hotel Massimo D’Azeglio
DAY 18 ROME
Sadly your tour ends after breakfast in your hotel. (B)

Tour Inclusions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

All the sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions (as per the itinerary)
Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager
First class air-conditioned touring coach
End of tour tips to Tour Manager, driver and local guides
17 nights selected accommodation as described
Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)
Buffet breakfasts daily
14 dinners including welcome and farewell dinners, Tuscan dinner
at Fattoria il Poggio and welcome drink in Stresa
Local guides – Isola Bella, CastelBrando,Venice, Florence, Assisi,
Pompeii and Rome
Entrances: Borromea Villa and Gardens,Villa Carlotta, Uffizi Gallery,
and Pompeii
Cinque Terre excursion, private boat for tour of Borromean Islands
on Lake Maggiore, private boat for Lake Como cruise to Bellagio,
private water transfers in Venice, cog railway ride to Zermatt, return
ferry to Capri, Capri island cruise, private boat for Amalfi Coast cruise
to Positano and Amalfi, food, wine and olive oil tasting at
‘I Cipressini’ farmhouse in Tuscany, Limoncello tasting in Maiori
Personal audio system whilst on tour

2012 Dates and Prices
18 days only $5,879 pp twin share
Single supplement $879 (land only prices in Australian dollars)
SPECIAL EARLYBIRD OFFER - Book by 22 Dec 2011 to save $300 pp!

STARTS
25 April
2 May
9 May
16 May
23 May
30 May
6 June
11 July

ENDS
12 May
19 May
26 May
2 June
9 June
16 June
23 June
28 July

STARTS
22 August
29 August
5 September
12 September
19 September
26 September
10 October

ENDS
8 September
15 September
22 September
29 September
6 October
13 October
27 October
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Provence & Tuscany to Umbria
17 Wonderful Days – Paris to Rome

Lavender fields, near Gordes, Luberon, Provence

Albatross gives you more…










Capture the essence and vibrancy of four very evocative
regions of France and Italy - Provence, the Cote d’Azur,
Tuscany and Umbria
Stay 4 nights in delightful Provence and visit the Pont du Gard,
Avignon’s grand Palais des Popes, Aix-en-Provence and the
Roman ruins at Arles
Visit the wonderful weekly markets at Gordes in the Luberon,
explore historical Les Baux, and take a cruise from Marseilles
past Chateau d’If to the beautiful Calanques
Relax over 3 nights in elegant Nice and explore the Cote
D’Azur from Bardot’s St Tropez and St Paul de Vence to
Cannes and Monte Carlo
Spend 4 nights in Tuscany in the spa town of Montecatini
Terme and visit Florence and the Uffizi Gallery, Pisa, the
medieval city of Lucca, glorious Siena and the fairytale ‘town
of towers’ San Gimignano
Explore the scenic villages of the famous Cinque Terre , savour
traditional Tuscan cuisine at Fattoria il Poggio and taste wine
and olive oil with Tuscan farmhouse owner, Dante
Relax over 3 nights in Spoleto in the Umbrian Hills, visit Assisi
and enjoy a special ‘Farewell to Umbria’ dinner
Visit the ancient Roman Forum and Colosseum in Rome

The Albatross Difference
Genuinely
Inclusive

More sightseeing time
off the coach, average
127 kms travelled
34

Max 30 passengers for
a more personal
touring experience

Over $1,800 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

DAY 1 PARIS
Your tour commences this evening with a welcome drink before dinner in
your first class hotel.This is an ideal chance to meet, and get to know, your
Tour Manager and fellow travellers. (D)
Your Paris Hotel – Millennium Hotel Paris Opera
DAY 2 VILLENEUVE LES AVIGNON IN PROVENCE
Today we catch the TGV high speed train south to Avignon in the region of
Provence – the land of old peasant villages surrounded by rich, purple
lavender fields and vineyards.Arriving just under three hours later,we board
our coach and drive north to see the beautifully preserved Pont du Gard an imposing 2,000 year old Roman aqueduct which was built with giant
stones weighing up to six tonnes. In a beautiful setting, this remarkable
structure spans 200 metres between the craggy hillsides of the River Gard.
We then travel to Villeneuve les Avignon,a charming medieval town on the
opposite bank of the Rhone from Avignon city. Over 600 years ago, after
the fortification and the Abbey Saint André were built,Villeneuve became
the residence of the popes and cardinals of the Papal Court wishing to
escape from the hustle and bustle of the crowded centre of Avignon city.We
stay here for the next four nights. (B, D)
Your feature Hotel in Provence - La Magnaneraie.This excellent four star hotel
is located 800 metres from the historic centre of Villeneuve. The hotel boasts 32
stylish bedrooms, peaceful lounges, a delightful garden complete with a
‘gourmand’restaurant and a shady dining terrace. A perfect place to stay four
nights whilst exploring the region of Provence.To really appreciate this feature
hotel see www.hostellerie-la-magnaneraie.com
DAY 3 VILLENEUVE LES AVIGNON IN PROVENCE
First stop today will be at the mouth of the Rhone River in the bustling city
of Marseilles. From here we enjoy a morning cruise past the foreboding
Château d'If to explore some of the incredibly picturesque Calanques found
on the coastline towards Cassis. These rugged inlets with steep cliffs
tumbling into the crystal clear, Azure waters are best viewed by boat.
Lunchtime will be at leisure back in Marseilles Vieux-Port (old harbour). In

the afternoon we stop in Aix-en-Provence on the Cours Mirabeau, a treelined avenue of cafés and fountains, flanked by elegant 17th and 18th
century houses. (B)
DAY 4 VILLENEUVE LES AVIGNON IN PROVENCE
This morning we make a point of visiting the weekly markets in the striking
hilltop town of Gordes,on the edge of the plateau of Vaucluse.Its houses of
white and grey stone,with beautiful old doorways,rise up in a spiral around
the rock on which the village is set.At the very top are the church and castle
which face out onto the hills of the Luberon (made famous by Peter Mayle’s
book ‘A Year in Provence’).Your morning will be at leisure in this delightful
town with its bustling produce markets.
We arrive in Avignon around lunchtime where we have included a ride on
the ‘Petit Train’ of Avignon. This versatile ‘Little Train’ will take you on a
panoramic tour,with commentary included,around the streets,squares and
sights of the city.
Afterwards we have included entrance (headsets included) to the 600 year
old Palais des Popes,once the grand residence of the exiled Roman Catholic
Popes.The rest of the afternoon and evening are free to explore this historic
town on the banks of the River Rhone, with its grand central square with
numerous side streets and alleys full of colourful cafes and shops. You have
time to find that perfect French restaurant for your dinner,and mid evening
we will transfer you back to your hotel. (B)
DAY 5 VILLENEUVE LES AVIGNON IN PROVENCE
This morning we journey to the crumbling castle and once deserted village
of Les Baux to discover the craft shops and cafés scattered throughout the
ruins. Set on the craggy hillside, this rejuvenated town is an extraordinary
sight. Later we spend time amongst the terracotta roofs and ochre walls of
Arles, with its Roman ruins and giant amphitheatre. Later this afternoon,
there will be time at leisure to relax at your hotel, before a special dinner
tonight in a local restaurant. (B, D)
DAY 6 NICE ON THE COTE D’AZUR
There is nothing like a day on the Azur Coast! Driving down to the Cote

d’Azur we enjoy a leisurely lunch break in world famous St Tropez. After the
second world war this quaint fishing village developed into a ‘must stay’
chic resort frequented by millionaires, the jet set and of course Brigitte
Bardot. Later we continue to Nice, nicknamed the ‘Queen of the Riviera’,
where we stay the next three nights. Dinner tonight is in a local restaurant,
a short walk from your hotel. (B, D)
Your Nice Hotel – Hotel Massena. This superior tourist class hotel has been
selected not for its style or quality but for its fantastic location in the absolute
heart of Nice’s old town and right by the wonderful fresh food and flower
markets.
DAY 7 NICE ON THE COTE D’AZUR
First stop this morning is in the extravagant sea side resort of Cannes.Time
to explore the old port town and ‘La Croisette’ - the seafront promenade
lined with palm trees,up market boutiques,cafes and grand hotels. Around
lunchtime,we drive in to the foothills of the Alpes Maritimes to the old town
of St Paul de Vence with its imposing ramparts, overlooking the Provençal
countryside. Inspired by the stylish town and its wonderful natural light, a
host of famous painters flocked here in the early 20th century to found art
schools. Later, film directors and movie stars followed, and now there is an
artist colony along with galleries and shops. The remainder of the afternoon
is at leisure in Nice.
This evening we have also included an excursion to Monaco. Following
the scenic drive along the ‘Moyenne Corniche’ to the city of Monte Carlo
we will see the Royal Palace and famous Casino, before time at leisure for
dinner. (B)
DAY 8 NICE ON THE COTE D’AZUR
Your day is entirely free in the elegant resort town of Nice.Take time to stroll
and shop amongst the winding streets and perhaps enjoy lunch in one of
the attractive seaside restaurants. Nice also boasts a number of art
museums. Make sure you visit the wonderful fresh food, local produce and
flower markets which are amongst the best in France! They are literally on
the doorstep of your hotel. (B)
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Miracoli. This afternoon at ‘I Cipressini’ farmhouse, near Montecatini Alto,
owner Dante will host an olive oil tasting accompanied by Tuscan wines
and a selection of antipasto including local meats,cheese and bread.You will
also enjoy Vin Santo and Cartucci – specialities of this region. (B)
DAY 13 SPOLETO IN UMBRIA
We make the short drive across Tuscany to the fairytale‘town of towers’San
Gimignano, famous for its 13th and 14th century Tuscan towers. Exploring
the pedestrian walkways of this hilltop town is an absolute delight.
Lunchtime will be at leisure in the beautifully preserved streets of medieval
Siena amongst the great sights such as the gothic town hall and the Piazza
del Campo, scene of the famous Palio horse race. Next we wind up to the
hills of Umbria and the wonderful walled town of Spoleto where we stay
the next three nights.Medieval Spoleto is easily explored on foot. There are
numerous romanesque churches and cobbled stone alleyways lined with
shops, bars and trattorias. (B, D)

Calanques cruise, Cote d'Azur

DAY 9 MONTECATINI TERME IN TUSCANY
Bidding adieu to France, we enter Italy and arrive mid afternoon in the
elegant Tuscan spa town of Montecatini Terme which was once a favourite
‘cure resort’ of the crowned heads of state from all over Europe. We will
spend the next four nights here.As a highlight this evening we drive into the
picturesque Tuscan countryside, where we have arranged dinner at the
Fattoria il Poggio with its winery and olive groves. (B, D)
Your Hotel in Tuscany – La Torretta Hotel.This friendly,family run 4 star hotel in
the Spa town of Montecatini Terme is within walking distance to the towns’
main attractions and parks.

Your Umbrian feature Hotel – Hotel Dei Duchi. This unpretentious, family run
hotel is located literally just outside the old city walls and is known locally for its
cuisine. The dining area has wide panoramic views of the stunning Umbrian
countryside. The hotel has the dual benefit of being a 'town' hotel but at the
same time giving the feeling as if you are in the middle of the countryside - so
you have the best of both worlds. Perfect for those after dinner strolls into the
medieval centre to enjoy a gelato or nightcap in a local café!
DAY 14 SPOLETO IN UMBRIA
We spend this morning in the nearby beautiful Umbrian city of Assisi.Badly
damaged by earthquakes in 1997, the city, dominated by two medieval
castles, undertook a remarkable programme of restoration which soon
brought it back to all its glory. On arrival in Assisi we are joined by a lay
Franciscan Monk for a guided tour of the Basilica of St Francis with its
magnificent frescoes. Afterwards there is time for you to explore Assisi at
your own pace. On our return journey to Spoleto, we make an afternoon
stop to enjoy the wonderful sights of the medieval hilltop town of Spello. (B)
DAY 15 SPOLETO IN UMBRIA
We have left the entire day at leisure for you to relax and enjoy the
numerous sights of Spoleto. There is so much to see and enjoy in this

DAY 10 MONTECATINI TERME IN TUSCANY
Today is dedicated to nearby ‘Firenze’ (Florence).We catch a train to swiftly
reach the city centre where a local guide will bring to life this truly beautiful
city which is otherwise known as the‘Cradle of the Renaissance’. We see the
Duomo and take in the magnificent statues in the Piazza della Signoria.Your
tour ends inside the famous Uffizi Gallery, one of the world’s greatest
collections of Italian, Florentine and Renaissance art. Your afternoon is
entirely free to enjoy Florence at your own pace. Espresso Coffee on Piazza
Santa Croce where Michelangelo is buried? A gelato whilst strolling across
the Ponte Vecchio? Don’t forget the excellent shopping. (B, D)
DAY 11 MONTECATINI TERME IN TUSCANY
A delightful day is planned as we explore the famous Cinque Terre. The
name means ‘five lands’ and comes from the five unspoilt fishing villages
that cling to the cliffs,overlooking the sea.We have arranged a coastal boat
ride for you to admire the spectacular scenery and almost inaccessible
fishing villages, and to visit Porto Venere, Vernazza and Monterosso. Our
return journey is by train through the tunnels and cliffs above. (B, D)
DAY 12 MONTECATINI TERME IN TUSCANY
Our first stop today is in one of the most typically‘Tuscan’towns in the area,
Lucca - a medieval walled city, filled with palaces, churches, ancient houses
and the former home of Puccini, where he wrote Turandot. Walk on top of
the city walls for the very best city views or visit Piazza San Michele and
stroll along the shops of Borgo Giannotti.Later we visit Pisa with its famous
Leaning Tower, Cathedral and Baptistery in the magnificent Piazza dei
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Siena,Tuscany

Pont du Gard, photo courtesy Tour Manager Simon Ackroyd

ancient Umbrian town.This architectural time capsule spreads down from
Mount Sant’Elia towards the valley below, and boasts remnants of
civilisation going back to early Roman times. Your hotel is wonderfully
located, with all the sights and attractions, such as the Cathedral of Santa
Maria Assunta and Piazza del Mercato, on the site of the old Roman Forum,
within easy walking distance. Perhaps take a leisurely walk along the path
around the castle and across the medieval viaduct in to the Umbrian
countryside. This is the real Italy! Tonight we have arranged a special
‘Farewell to Umbria’ dinner with local wines, in your hotel. (B, D)
DAY 16 ROME
We arrive into Rome late morning. After lunchtime at leisure, we have
included a guided afternoon walking tour around the ruins of the Forum
Romana and a visit to the mighty Colosseum.After checking into our central
city hotel, we will enjoy a farewell dinner in a local restaurant. (B, D)
Your Rome Hotel – Hotel Massimo D’Azeglio
DAY 17 ROME
Sadly your tour ends this morning after breakfast. (B)
Please note: In this tour we visit a number of medieval hilltop towns which may
have some steep, uneven cobbled stone streets, and attractions with steep
staircases and no lifts. Additionally some larger cities only provide coach passenger
drop off points 15 minutes or so walk from the old town centres.This need to walk
from coach drop off points in some Italian towns and cities is common to ALL Tour
Operators. People with walking difficulties or limitations should consider this
before booking.

Tour Inclusions
• All the sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions (as per the
itinerary)
• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager
• First class air-conditioned touring coach
• End of tour tips to Tour Manager, drivers and local guides
• 16 nights selected accommodation as described
• Porterage (1 bag per person)
• Buffet breakfasts daily
• 10 dinners including a welcome dinner, restaurant dinners in
Avignon, Nice and Tuscany,‘Farewell to Umbria’ dinner
• TGV train Paris to Avignon (2nd class)
• Local guides – Florence, Assisi, Rome
• Entrances: Papal Palace Avignon, Uffizi Gallery, Roman Forum
and Colosseum
• Petit Train ride Avignon, boat ride to the Calanques, Cinque Terre
excursion, food, wine and olive oil tasting at I Cipressini’
farmhouse in Tuscany
• Personal audio system whilst on tour

2012 Dates and Prices
17 days only $5,979 pp twin share
Single supplement $1,239 (land only prices in Australian dollars)
SPECIAL EARLYBIRD OFFER - Book by 22 Dec 2011 to save $300 pp!

‘Staying in the one place for three or four nights was a real
highlight and I enjoyed the opportunity to have two days
of leisure. Our tour manager was excellent and very
knowledgeable and I much preferred seeing the countryside
and staying in smaller places.’
Lyn

STARTS
12 May
26 May
7 July

ENDS
28 May
11 June
23 July

STARTS
1 September
22 September
6 October

ENDS
17 September
8 October
22 October
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La Francaise
17 Wonderful Days - Paris to Paris

Chateau de Chambord, Loire Valley, © MDLF/Léonard de Serres

Albatross gives you more…










Enjoy 3 nights in Normandy exploring Honfleur harbour, the
Normandy landing beaches, Bayeux, historic Caen and
stunning Mont St Michel
Stay 3 nights in an enchanting Loire Valley Chateau and cruise
on the River Cher under the arches of Chenonceau Chateau
Visit the gardens of Chateau Villandry and see the
magnificent Chateau Chambord, explore historic Blois, Azayle-Rideau, Amboise and Angers
Relax in the Atlantic port of La Rochelle, visit the Villa Vesunna,
Lascaux II Caves and explore Perigueux
Spend 3 nights in the heart of Bordeaux town and visit St
Emilion
Enjoy 2 wonderful nights in the Dordogne Valley and
experience the fabulous markets in Sarlat la Caneda, enjoy a
picnic lunch, play petanque and cruise down the River
Dordogne
Stay 3 nights in Burgundy in a converted convent in Autun
and explore Beaune, Dijon historic Troyes and Reims
Sample Bordeaux wines in the Medoc, Calvados in Normandy,
Remy Martin in Cognac, the wines of Burgundy at Meursault
and sip Champagne in Champagne!

The Albatross Difference
Genuinely
Inclusive

More sightseeing time
off the coach, average
194 kms travelled
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Max 30 passengers for
a more personal
touring experience

Over $1,700 value of
extras included with
no hidden costs

DAY 1 PARIS
Your tour commences this evening with a welcome drink and dinner in your
first class hotel.This is an ideal chance to meet, and get to know, your Tour
Manager and fellow travellers. (D)
Your Paris hotel – Millennium Hotel Paris Opera
DAY 2 CAEN IN NORMANDY
Your morning stop will be in Rouen, where Joan of Arc was burned at the
stake in 1431. The old town still boasts wonderful half timbered buildings
and the Notre Dame Cathedral.In the afternoon we will explore the pretty
fishing harbour of Honfleur with its cobbled streets lined with shops and
pavement cafes. Later at Pont l’Evêque we stop at the Calvados distillery
of Père Magloire to take a guided tour of the distillery and a tasting of this
apple liquor.Your hotel for the next three nights is in the centre of William
the Conqueror’s city – Caen, opposite the marina and close to the
pedestrian area. (B, D)
Your Normandy Hotel – Mercure Caen Centre Porte de Plaisance
DAY 3 CAEN IN NORMANDY
A fascinating morning exploring the Normandy landing beaches,including
visits to Arromanches-les-Bains and the Landing Beaches Museum. Later
we will also visit the magnificent Bayeux Tapestry, depicting William the
Conqueror’s invasion of Britain in 1066. The remainder of your afternoon will
be at leisure in Caen with its well preserved historical old town, heritage
buildings, castle and abbeys. (B)
DAY 4 CAEN IN NORMANDY
Driving through the lush countryside we reach the borders of Normandy
and Brittany and visit the UNESCO World Heritage site of Mont St Michel.
The abbey is perched atop a rocky outcrop linked to mainland France by a
narrow causeway. (B, D)
DAY 5 CHATEAU DE CHISSAY IN THE LOIRE VALLEY
Today we make our way south to the verdant Loire Valley where,during the
15th and 16th centuries,the Kings of France and their courtiers created their
grand holiday palaces. First stop is in the city of Angers where we have

included entrance to the massive 13th century granite chateau, which
houses the carefully restored medieval Apocalypse Tapestry with its
magnificent glowing red,blue and gold threads. In the afternoon we follow
the River Loire past Saumur and Usee with its 16th century‘Sleeping Beauty’
chateau, to reach our Chateau hotel where we spend the next three
wonderful nights. (B,D)

Lunchtime will be spent in the charming village of Azay-le-Rideau with its
elegant chateau. Later we visit the gardens of Chateau Villandry. Inspired
by the classic gardens of the 16th and 18th century, different levels of the
gardens include ponds, topiary, ornamental hedges and an extraordinary
kitchen garden covering 12,500 square metres. (B)

Your Loire Valley hotel – Chateau de Chissay*. Your feature hotel, located
near Montrichard is an imposing Chateau decorated with 19th century
style furnishings. All bedroom windows open onto the surrounding 10
hectare of grounds. See a picture on page 6 of this brochure or visit
www.chateauchissay.com

Arriving on the coast, our lunch time stop will be in delightful La Rochelle,

DAY 8

BORDEAUX

arguably one of the most attractive and unspoiled towns on France's
Atlantic seaboard. Later we make a stop in the town of Cognac to enjoy a
tour though the famous Remy Martin Distillery, including a mini train ride
and tasting.We arrive in the bustling city of Bordeaux, on the banks of the

* The July departure stays at the Chateau de Rochecotte and dines in a different
restaurant on day 6.

Garrone, and make our way to our centrally located first class hotel, where
we stay for the next three nights. (B, D)

DAY 6 CHATEAU DE CHISSAY IN THE LOIRE VALLEY
This morning we visit the city of Amboise with its Royal Palace, where
Leonardo da Vinci once lived as a guest of King Francois I.Today’s popular
Sunday markets, on the banks of the River Loire, make a wonderful visit.
This afternoon we will stop at Chambord to view the magnificent chateau.
This enormous chateau was created by King Francois I as a hunting lodge
within the surrounding grounds, which consisted of over 5,000 wooded
hectares. Later we take an afternoon break in Blois, known for its historic
castle and old town with narrow cobbled streets. Dinner tonight is included
in a local character restaurant. (B, D)

Your Bordeaux Hotel – Hotel Burdigala

DAY 7 CHATEAU DE CHISSAY IN THE LOIRE VALLEY
We enjoy a morning cruise along the River Cher to take in the wonderful
view of the magnificent Chateau Chenonceau,spanning the river on a series
of graceful arches. Possibly one of the most photographed of the Loire
chateaux this was the former home of Diane de Poitiers and Catherine de
Medici. After cruising under the arches we visit the stunning gardens and
interior of the chateau (audio guide included).

Your day is entirely free to explore Bordeaux at leisure. Your hotel is well

English Channel

DAY 9

BORDEAUX

This morning we visit the steep, narrow, hilly streets of St Emilion with its
medieval ramparts, the ruins of the Cloître des Cordeliers and the unusual
14th century underground church. In the afternoon we drive to visit the
Medoc, which is possibly the most famous, high quality wine producing
region in the world. As a finale we have arranged a wine tasting in one of
the superb local vineyards. (B, D)
DAY 10

BORDEAUX

located within walking distance of all the important city sites and the
pedestrian shopping streets of Bordeaux old town. The city’s waterfront on
the River Garonne makes an attractive spectacle and there is a stately 18th
century town centre with its Place du Parlement, Place de la Bourse and
medieval quarter. The perfect opportunity to relax and enjoy a baguette
and a glass of wine in a sidewalk café! (B)

Normandy Beaches
Honfleur
Arromanches
Bayeux

Rouen
Reims
Champagne

3 CAEN

1 BERGERES LES VERTUS

PARIS 1

Mont St Michel
Troyes
The Loire Valley
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Azay-le-Rideau
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Chambord
Dijon
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Chateau Villandry

Chenonceau

AUTUN 3

Beaune

Burgundy
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ATLANTIC OCEAN

Cognac
Perigueux

The Medoc
Overnight stays
Included excursions

Les Eyzies

3
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St Emilion

2
Domme

Lascaux

SARLAT- LA-CANEDA
The Dordogne
La Roc Gageac
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it is family run,offers wonderful ambience and every room is different and with
its own character.
DAY 12 SARLAT LA CANEDA IN THE DORDOGNE
Your tour has been specially timed to be in Sarlat on a Saturday for the
colourful,gourmet food markets,renowned as being amongst the very best
in all of France. We are joined by an expert local guide to explore the market
and sample the myriad of local cheeses,foie gras,truffles,walnuts and wines.
It is time for you to buy some crusty bread and local delicacies to share, as
we then make our way to the old town square in La Roc Gageac, to enjoy a
delicious picnic and a game of Pétanque (Boules), the traditional French
village sport. This is the real France at its very best! Later we will board a
barge and drift slowly down the River Dordogne past medieval castles to
visit the incredibly picturesque village of Domme. (B)

Mont St Michel

DAY 11 SARLAT LA CANEDA IN THE DORDOGNE
Our first stop on reaching Perigueux, by the River L'Isle, will be at the
fascinating Vesunna Museum which strikingly encloses the remains of an
enormous Roman Villa (4,000 sq metres!),complete with beautiful mosaics
and wall paintings (audio guide included). We then spend lunchtime in
Perigueux town with its Cathédrale St Front looming large over the small,
café filled squares, and medieval, stone alleyways. This afternoon we
continue to the Dordogne Valley with its sleepy villages,medieval chateaux,
meandering rivers and lush landscape that so epitomises French rural life.
We stay the next two nights in perfectly preserved Sarlat la Caneda, one of
the most stunning towns in France. Dinner tonight is included in a local
restaurant. (B, D)
Your Dordogne Hotel –Hotel Renoir.We have selected this superior tourist class
hotel because it is located within walking distance of the wonderful old town,
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DAY 13 AUTUN IN BURGUNDY
This morning we will stop at Lascaux, a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
famous for its magnificent Palaeolithic cave paintings. Whilst the actual
caves themselves are now closed to the public,we visit the nearby Lascaux
II museum to see the superb replicas of the cave paintings found in the
Great Hall of the Bulls and the Painted Gallery. Later we cross the Massif
Central to reach Autun, in Burgundy, where we stay for the next three
nights. (B, D)
Your Burgundy Hotel - Hotel les Ursulines.This charming hotel was once a 17th
century convent, it boasts a gourmet restaurant and you will dine in an 18th
century former chapel. The terrace with its French style gardens overlooks the
Roman ramparts of the old city and has a magnificent view of the Morvan hills.
See the hotel photo on page 7 or www.hotelursulines.fr/uk/index.php
DAY 14 AUTUN IN BURGUNDY
Your morning will be spent in nearby Dijon. Capital of the grand Dukes of
Burgundy in the 14th century, the town boasts many elegant buildings
including the Palais des Ducs.Later we continue to the old town of Beaune,
capital of the Burgundian wine industry, where we visit the fascinating
Hospices de Beaune. Covered with multi coloured glazed roof tiles the
'Hotel Dieu' was built over 550 years ago to help the town's folk in a time of
poverty and famine. (B, D)
DAY 15 AUTUN IN BURGUNDY
This morning has been left entirely free to explore this delightful town

Beynac on the River Dordogne

and relax on the terrace of your hotel, overlooking the Moravian Hills.
Autun is a Celtic, Roman and medieval town containing architecture
spanning the ages - from Roman ramparts to the famous St Lazare
Cathedral, all within easy walking distance from your hotel.
This afternoon we have included a scenic drive through the rustic
Burgundy countryside, past manicured vineyards, to the village of
Meursault where we have arranged a private tour and wine tasting at
Chateau Meursault.Your evening is at leisure in Autun. (B)
DAY 16 BERGERES LES VERTUS IN CHAMPAGNE
Mid morning we stop in the historic town of Troyes. Originally settled on
the junction of several Roman roads, Troyes is an architectural time
capsule. The pedestrianised Rue Roger Salengro is lined with fine 16th
century timber and brick houses, and on Rue Champeaux the houses
facing each other in the narrow alleyways virtually touch at the top.
Later we enter the rolling limestone hills of the central Champagne Region
where we take the famous Champagne Road to visit the wine ‘caves’ of
Mercier, the largest champagne producers in the world. We stay the night
in the nearby village of Bergeres Les Vertus, where we enjoy a farewell
meal, with Champagne, in our family run hotel. (B, D)
Your Champagne Hotel – Hostellerie de Mont Amie
DAY 17 PARIS
This morning we visit nearby Reims, capital of the Champagne region, and
the cathedral city where France crowned so many of her kings. There will
be time at leisure before we depart for nearby Paris where your tour ends
on arrival mid afternoon. (B)

Tour Inclusions
• All excursions, scenic drives and sightseeing (as per the itinerary)
• Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager
• First class air-conditioned touring coach
• End of tour tips to Tour Manager and driver
• 16 nights selected accommodation as described
• Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)
• Welcome drink Paris
• Buffet breakfasts daily
• 11 dinners including welcome and farewell dinners, local
restaurant dinners Loire Valley and Sarlat.
• Tours and tastings through vineyards and distilleries as described
including Calvados, Remy Martin Cognac, Medoc and Burgundy
wines and Mercier Champagne
• Entrances: Mont St Michel, Arromanches Landings Museum.
Bayeux Tapestry, Angers Castle, Chenonceau Chateau and
Gardens with audio guide, Chateau Villandry Gardens,Vesunna
Roman Villa museum with audio guide, Lascaux II museum,
Hospices de Beaune
• Cruise on River Cher, Pétanque lesson and River Dordogne
barge cruise
• Personal audio system whilst on tour

2012 Dates and Prices
17 days only $6,489 pp twin share
Single supplement $1,499 (land only prices in Australian dollars)
SPECIAL EARLYBIRD OFFER - Book by 22 Dec 2011 to save $300 pp!

‘Overall the tour was great.Our tour leader was fantastic and
obviously loves what he does. The smaller tour group of
22 passengers was much appreciated as it gave us the
opportunity to get to know everyone personally.’
Sandra

STARTS
15 May
29 May
10 July

ENDS
31 May
14 June
26 July

STARTS
28 August
18 September

ENDS
13 September
4 October
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Come join us on one
of our magical White
Christmas tours.
We launched our first
‘European White
Christmas’ tour in 1995.

Albatross Tours…
come share our love of Europe
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Our wonderful and innovative
itinerary design has helped
make Albatross Tours clear
market leaders for festive
Christmas tours in Europe

Now, 17 years later, our 52 page Christmas brochure offers well
over a dozen different departures enjoying all that is best about
the festive season in Austria, Germany, Switzerland, Slovenia,
Italy, Czech Republic and England.

Classic ten and eleven day escorted tours include our ‘Austrian
White Christmas’ tour,‘German Fairytale Christmas’, ‘Christmas in
the Slovenian Alps’and‘Christmas in a Swiss Spa Resort’. We also

We usually start in one of the major historical cities but then,

offer ‘Christmas in an Italian Castle’ plus a range of ‘stay put’

as Christmas approaches, we escape to the snow covered

escorted tours where you can stay a whole week in charming,first

mountains, romantic castles and villages to stay in nostalgic,

class Gasthof style hotels.Additionally there are several New Year

specially selected hotels for four, five or seven nights and

tours including Switzerland, Bavaria or London for the giant

capture that essential European Winter Magic.

fireworks displays, and our old favourite – New Year in Paris!

Highlights often include sleigh rides, steam train rides, special

All Albatross scheduled tours are very different in design; they

festive meals and of course those wonderful Christmas Markets

are genuinely inclusive and have guaranteed group departures.

in cobbled stoned, medieval town squares.This is Christmas the

With that ‘Albatross Difference’ your Christmas will never be the

way it should be enjoyed.

same again!

For a copy of our 52 page
Christmas brochure call us on
1300 135 015 (Australia) or
0800 446 232 (New Zealand) or
visit www.albatrosstours.com.au
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Did you know,
Albatross Tours are the
market leaders in
handling ANZAC
Commemorative tours
to the Western Front?

Albatross Tours…
come share our love of Europe
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Reading about the Western
Front is one thing but being
there at Villers-Bretonneux
on ANZAC Day is to be a part
of something special.

Recognising the sightseeing needs of modern day Australians
and New Zealanders visiting Flanders and the Somme,
Albatross Tours offer a comprehensive range of ANZAC Day
Commemorative Tours.
Our extensive experience handling in depth commemorative
tours to the Western Front certainly pays off! Our specialist

We offer three special Western Front tours. Our 5 day ‘ANZAC
Day on the Somme’and our 10 day‘ANZAC Day on the Western
Front’ tours are both timed to be at Villers-Bretonneux on
25 April for the moving Dawn Service.

Battlefield Tour Managers and comprehensive itineraries are fully

Our 8 Day ‘All Quiet on the Western Front’ tour departing on

tried, tested and vetted and our hotels in the Somme and

27 April is ideal for anyone wishing to explore the Western Front

Flanders are always superbly located.

immediately after attending the ANZAC Day Commemorations

Plus, as a special feature on our 10 day and 8 day tours, a

at Gallipoli.

qualified Australian War Historian imparts intimate background

All Albatross’ scheduled tours are very different in design; they

knowledge, separates fact from fable and provides captivating

are genuinely inclusive and have guaranteed group departures.

insights into the lifestyle and living conditions of the infamous

That’s the Albatross ‘Difference’!

ANZAC soldiers!

For a copy of our 12 page ANZAC
commemorative tours brochure call
us on 1300 135 015 (Australia) or
0800 446 232 (New Zealand) or
visit www.albatrosstours.com.au
45

Our Private Group Tours
Are you a part of a private group
planning on travelling to Europe?
Did you know that we often handle private groups wanting to
take an allocation of spaces on a particular programme
departure? Depending on the size of your party we can even
close a specific group departure so you can make it your very
own tour. And if that exact departure doesn’t suit or you want
your ‘exclusive’ tour modified with a few days extra here, or
special visit or dinner there,we can easily do that.

Have you thought of running your own,
private‘tailor made’ group to the UK or
Europe?
Albatross Tours can certainly help you. With nearly 20 years
experience operating tailor made group tours throughout
Europe and the UK we can professionally manage all aspects of
handling private,‘tailor made’group tours.This includes itinerary
advice and creation, booking group accommodation, meals,
international flights,transfers and coaching,special dinners,tour
managers and local specialist guides for sightseeing.

Albatross can create a tour designed to
suit your specific needs
It is quite obvious from looking at the innovative tours illustrated
in this brochure that we have fresh ideas and have a positive,
‘can do’ approach. We offer comprehensive tour planning
services for all sorts of ‘Tailor Made’ groups. Whether it is a
private commemorative tour of the Western Front, a gourmet
food and wine tour, an extended family and friends group or a
school or educational group following a particular theme or
curriculum,we can help.
Let us do the planning for you.We have great ideas and make
unique itineraries‘work’! Just tell us what you want and we will
create,design and operate a tour to specifically suit your needs.
We can even supply detailed tour itineraries branded with your
contact details to help you promote your tour.

Small or large groups - Albatross Tours can help you
Contact us to speak to one of our experienced tour consultants.
Call 1300 135 015 (Australia) or 0800 446 232 (New Zealand) or visit www.albatrosstours.com.au
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europe

TOUR BOOKING CONDITIONS
Please read all conditions carefully

PAYMENT CONDITIONS

MINIMUM MOBILITY REQUIREMENTS - THE NEED TO WALK

• All rates are in $AUD and are cash/cheque rates. Credit card payments attract
a merchant fee. Deposits are non transferable.
• A non refundable deposit of $500 AUD per person, per tour, is required to
secure your place on each tour within 10 days of booking.
• A non-refundable deposit of $100 per person is required to book any flights.
• Final balance is due 60 days prior to travel.

A number of tours in this brochure visit a variety of medieval hilltop towns which
may have some steep, uneven cobbled stone streets or castles, and attractions
with steep staircases and no lifts. Additionally some larger cities only provide
coach passenger drop off points 15 minutes or so walk from the old town
centres.Please note: this need to walk from coach drop off points in some Italian
towns and cities is common to ALL Tour Operators. People with walking
difficulties or limitations should consider this before booking.If unsure please call
our office for further clarification.

CANCELLATION POLICY – ALL TOURS
All cancellations must be received in writing.
• If cancelled outside of 60 days prior to travel a cancellation fee of the
deposit applies.
• If cancelled after final payment but prior to 45 days before travel a
cancellation fee of 50% applies.
• If cancelled later than 45 days prior to travel a cancellation fee of 100% applies.

FORCE MAJEURE
If the tour or cruise cannot proceed due to flood,earthquake,war or civil strife,acts
of terrorism,hurricane,cyclone,industrial disturbance,strike,fire,lock out,epidemic,
pandemic, failure or delays of scheduled transportation facilities, or other Acts of
God,or any law,order,decree,rule or regulation of any government authority,or for
any reason whether of a similar or dissimilar nature beyond the control of Albatross
Tours, this agreement shall terminate and there shall be no claim for damages by
either party against the other.

INSURANCE
It is a condition of travel that each passenger is adequately covered by a proper
insurance cover. Please also check the contingencies of your prospective
insurance cover and ensure you are aware of its conditions and omissions. We
strongly advise travel insurance from time of booking to provide full cover.

GUARANTEED GROUP DEPARTURES
All tour departure dates offered by Albatross Tours in this brochure are based
on group touring programmes. The term ‘group tour’ is defined as having a
minimum of 7 passengers travelling.Once Albatross Tours, confirms 7 deposited
passengers travelling, it guarantees that the group tour will depart. In the event
of only 6 passengers or less booking and travelling on that specific departure
we are unable to operate that departure as a group tour and that departure will
be withdrawn. In rare instances such as this Albatross Tours guarantee to advise
all parties concerned of the withdrawal of the tour at least 90 days prior to its
scheduled departure date.

PRICES
Prices are guaranteed against currency surcharges.All tours have been costed on
the basis of a minimum number of 15 passengers travelling. In the event of a
reduction in the numbers of passengers travelling on any specific group tour
departure below 15 passengers or in the unlikely instance of price increases from
suppliers, or tax increases, Albatross Tours reserves the right to pass on these
increases in costs with or without warning to its passengers. Wherever possible,
price increases will be absorbed by Albatross Tours. When group sizes are
considered too small to use a full sized coach we reserve the right to use a
smaller coach, in which case there may not be a toilet on board.

TWIN SHARE ROOMS
Please note: Throughout much of central Europe traditional hotels sometimes
offer‘French Twins’which are 2 separate beds and mattresses attached together
and sharing a single headboard.

SINGLE SUPPLEMENTS
Individual passengers can request us to match them up in a twin share room
with another individual of the same sex. Should we not be able to match you in
a twin share room by the final tour balance payment date the single room
supplement rate will apply. Please Note: should you be ‘matched’ with another
person we cannot be held responsible if the choice is not to your satisfaction.You
must consider there will always be a certain risk of incompatibility.Smoking: any
twin match must understand that the room must be treated as a non smoking
room unless both parties agree otherwise.Also: Single rooms in European Hotels
are sometimes smaller than twin rooms.The Single Supplements represent a fee
passed on to us by the Hotels.

PORTERAGE
Hotel porterage for one suitcase per person is included at each stay during your
group touring programme. It is not included on the first or last days of your tour
when arriving or departing your hotel independently.

PASSPORTS AND VISAS
It is the responsibility of the passenger to have a valid passport and all visas,
permits and certificates required for the selected tour.Your special Travel Agent
will advise you.

UNSUITABILITY
If the operators consider any passenger as an unsuitable person for any tour it
may in its absolute discretion cancel that passenger’s booking or decline to carry
that passenger further, if at all.

UNUSED SERVICES
No refund is given where pre-booked accommodation is partially or wholly
unused. No overseas supplier or associate is authorised to promise refund on
behalf of Albatross Tours.

ITINERARY VARIATIONS
All possible effort will be made to adhere to the published touring itinerary.
Occasionally circumstances beyond our control will force changes, amendments
or modifications to the itinerary and its inclusions. Albatross Tours cannot be
held responsible for any omissions or modifications to the itinerary or the
inclusions made as a consequence to these changes.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION
In the unlikely instance of a hotel change becoming necessary the alternative
property will be of a comparable or higher standard and there shall be no refund
in this connection. Non smoking rooms are requested however, they cannot be
guaranteed as not all European hotels offer dedicated non-smoking rooms.

NOT INCLUDED IN THE TOUR PRICE
Unless otherwise indicated we have not included Flights,Visas, airport taxes, port
taxes security charges,items of a personal nature,laundry,drinks and consumables.

COMPLAINTS
a) In the unlikely event of a complaint, the client is obliged to make Albatross
Tours and the local supplier aware of such problems immediately. Albatross
Tours offers a 24 hour emergency paging system for this purpose.
b) Albatross Tours will only consider claims made against it in those
circumstances where a complaint has been made pursuant to sub paragraph
(a) above and where the claim has been received by it within 30 days from
the end of the services provided by it, otherwise, the client will have no right
to make any claim against it.

RESPONSIBILITIES
Albatross Tours act only as a booking agent making reservations with the
companies or associates offering the services contained in this brochure. Whilst
acting in good faith, Albatross Tours do not accept any responsibility for default
causing loss or injury to person or property whether by negligence or otherwise
on the part of the operator or accommodation managers / owners or their
employees. Albatross Tours have made every effort to ensure the quality of
accommodation and the accuracy of the brochure, but shall not be liable for any
dissatisfaction the passenger may have with the accommodation and touring
or any injury, damage or loss caused by the change or withdrawal of any price,
detail or other item or service. In addition Albatross Tours shall not be held
responsible for any loss of quality of goods or services supplied or any changes
in an itinerary beyond our control made by third parties.This agreement shall be
governed and controlled in accordance with the laws of Queensland, Australia.
Albatross Tours, LIC:TAG 1374, ABN 45 010 565 143
Level 3, 303 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Queensland 4000, Australia.
Telephone (61) 7 3221 5353 Fax (61) 7 3221 5486
Email info@albatrosstours.com.au
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THE ALBATROSS DIFFERENCE
Albatross Australia was established in 1995 as the Australasian
Division of the worldwide network of the Albatross Travel Group.
We have offices in Australia,Europe and the United Kingdom. We are a fully licensed Tour
Operator and we are also members of the Australian Travel Compensation Fund.
As a Global Company we handle in excess of 4,000 groups every year. Our core business
is the design, creation, planning and operation of special interest and escorted group
tours to the UK, Europe and Turkey. Our dedicated and enthusiastic team has enormous
practical experience handling European Groups. Our office staff have personally escorted
numerous group tours giving them that essential 'front line'experience.

Your local appointed travel agent is

Albatross Tours – www.albatrosstours.com.au
Level 3, 303 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Qld 4000
Tel: 07 3221 5353 Fax: 07 3221 5486 Email: info@albatrosstours.com.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/albatrosstours Licence No.:TAG 1374 ABN: 45 010 565 143

Trade enquiries and reservations
AUSTRALIA 1300 135 015 • NEW ZEALAND 0800 446 232
Brochure stocks through TIFs in Australia and Travel Marketing in New Zealand

Come share our love of Europe

