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We capture
the MAGIC!
There is a magical Winter Wonderland
out there waiting for you, filled with
exciting ‘bucket list’ experiences, amazing
adventures, and bursting with heartwarming festivities – and with Albatross
you will get to experience the very best!
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…so many amazing experiences, and they are always included!

Discover the best way to
celebrate Christmas in Europe
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We capture the magic

Specially for you

Delight in special festive experiences, mountain
adventures, nostalgic Christmas Markets, beautiful
locations, fun in the snow – all tried, tested
and included!

Our unique itineraries have been designed to suit
you, Australians and New Zealanders seeking
genuinely authentic European travel experiences.

Longer stays

Small groups

Relax with our leisurely and sensibly paced
itineraries that include 2, 3, 4 and even 7-night stays
in each captivating city or region.

Enjoy the company of a small group of
like-minded travellers. Our group sizes
range from just 10 to 28.

Our unique style of touring offers you genuine, in-depth European experiences
for an unforgettable holiday in Europe over the festive season.

Genuinely inclusive

‘My Time’ guaranteed

Discover the outstanding value inclusions in each
of our tour itineraries. Even your ‘end of tour’ tips are
included, giving you peace of mind to enjoy every
magical moment!

Your days are easier with guaranteed ‘My Time’
so you can relax and truly enjoy the festive
wonderland you have travelled so far to see.

Unique accommodation

Experience you can trust

Stay in hand selected, traditional accommodation in
superb locations. In a historic mansion, centuries old
castle or a beautiful alpine chalet hotel.

With 25 years’ experience in creating and operating
market leading European tours, rest assured that you
will be in safe hands.

Come share our love of Europe
www.albatrosstours.com
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Celebrating
27 years of creating
remarkable memories!
Albatross Tours was founded in 1995 when I launched our very
first European White Christmas tour. At the time I didn’t realise
that this was the start of something special, the start of the
European Christmas touring phenomena. We led the way back
then and now 27 years later, we are extremely proud to offer the
most comprehensive range of magical European Festive Tours
designed for Australians and New Zealanders.
Our Festive Tours have always been specially designed to bring
alive the nostalgia, joy and romance of the European Festive
season. One day you could be wandering through Christmas
Markets at dusk, with lights twinkling and the aroma of mulled
wine in the air, and on another experiencing a cable car ride
up to a lofty mountain peak or relaxing in a beautiful little
cobblestoned medieval village. Enchanting!
We just made them even better… Small Groups
From experience I know the value of touring with smaller groups
and the benefits are even greater over the Christmas Festive
season. Just like on our hugely successful European Summer
programme, we will now cap our group size at 28 travellers.
Plus, you have the peace of mind that we guarantee they will run
on as few as 10 people! Our smaller groups ensure you will have
the very best time in that perfect, festive winter wonderland.
So, relax, enjoy our brochure and select the holiday that is
perfect for you.

Euan Landsborough
‘The Mo’, Managing Director & Tour Designer
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Welcome to
Albatross Tours

Discover the Albatross Difference
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100

Exciting New Tours Coming Soon

102

Days		

Visit fabulous Christmas Markets,
enjoy exciting activities, thrilling
mountain experiences and be home
for Christmas Day.

10 Days German & Austrian Christmas Markets
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11 Days

Bohemian Christmas Markets
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13 Days

Swiss Alpine Christmas Markets
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Austrian Christmas Holiday
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German Christmas Holiday
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Christmas in the Austrian Tyrol
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Christmas Holidays

Christmas Tours
Our market leading Christmas Tours
are perfect for anyone looking for the
complete European Christmas experience!
Start in grand European historical cities,
then escape to the towns and villages
and snow-clad mountains to celebrate
Christmas the European way!

10 Days Austrian White Christmas

42

10 Days German Fairytale Christmas

46

11 Days

Christmas in an Italian Castle

50

11 Days

Christmas in the Slovenian Alps

54

12 Days A Medieval Bohemian Christmas

58

16 Days

Bohemia & Christmas in the Tyrol

62

11 Days

A Swiss Christmas in Grindelwald

66

11 Days

A Swiss Christmas in Zermatt

70

12 Days Christmas in a Swiss Spa Resort

74

14 Days

Swiss Alps & Christmas in Bavaria

78

17 Days

An Alpine Christmas Adventure

82

New Year Tours
Our New Year Tours can be enjoyed
either as ‘stand-alone’ tours or
seamlessly added to most of our Festive
Christmas Tours and Holidays.

2022 NOV
30

2022 DEC

Christmas Market Tours

Relax and settle into one specially
selected ‘Christmas hotel’ and
use this as your ‘base’. Our Christmas
Holidays are popular tours with families
and friends.
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A Bavarian Fairytale New Year
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New Year in an Italian Castle
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New Year with the Sound of Music
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A Swiss New Year Adventure
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New Year in a Venetian Villa & Tuscany

94

24 —
25 —
26 —
27 —
28 —

MAR
1 - 25 —

Northern Lights, Ice Hotels & Huskies Tour
9 Days	Northern Lights, Ice Hotels & Huskies
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Longer stays

Enjoy longer stays in medieval towns and villages, including Rothenburg
Image taken by Albatross traveller K. Richards

Enjoy the difference –
3, 4, 5 and even 7 night stays
Relax over Christmas

See more, experience more

Let’s face it nobody likes unpacking their bags each evening,
and then having to re-pack them again early the next morning.
That is why we feature longer stays on our touring programmes,
with one-night stays being rare. We always make sure you will
relax and enjoy a sensible touring pace.

With longer, relaxing stays in terrific locations,
you will have more time to capture that essential
European winter magic. You will have time to relax
while being surrounded by astounding alpine scenery.
Be enticed by visits to chic ski resorts, stunning
palaces, ancient churches and sleepy, snowdusted monasteries. Not forgetting those gorgeous
cobblestoned town centres, full of Christmas Markets,
buzzing in anticipation of the Festive season.

Our Festive Tours often start in one of the major historic
cities and then, as Christmas approaches, we escape to the
snow-covered mountains or quaint towns and villages to
stay for 3, 4, 5 or even 7 nights in nostalgic, specially selected
traditional hotels.
As a bonus, as we are not travelling long distances every day,
early morning departures are rare.
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Mae West once said, “You only live once, but if you do it
right, once is enough!” We agree!

More than just photos
With Albatross Tours you will have
time to explore quaint villages, enjoy
horse drawn carriage rides, build a
snowman, or time to just relax.
That’s why I insist on staying at least
3 or 4 nights in one place to ensure you
can experience and savour the festive
atmosphere and winter wonderland
magic. With our longer stays we build
in ‘My Time’ where you have free time
to take a romantic stroll by a frozen
lake to a cosy rustic restaurant or
perhaps enjoy an exhilarating ride
high up a mountain to breathe in the
crisp cool air!

Relax in one of the many European Christmas Markets

Holiday with new found friends

Image taken by Albatross traveller C. Kelsey

Image taken by Albatross traveller G. Foster
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Small groups

Not too big… not too small… just right!
Everything is personal
Albatross Tours prides itself on being one of the earliest innovators of small group touring. If you
are looking to experience Europe for the first time – or perhaps as a return trip – an Albatross small
group tour will allow you to enjoy a more personalised and in-depth holiday experience. Imagine
enjoying traditional Christmas meals in local restaurants, staying in a small family run hotel, and
getting to experience the traditions of Europe at Christmas time with a small group of like-minded
travellers – what fun!
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Albatross
Small Group
Benefits
GENUINELY
INCLUSIVE

SMALL
GROUPS

CHARACTER

MY TIME

DESIGNED FO

 Enjoy more
personalisedTO
service
HOTELS
RELAXfrom
AUSTRALIAN
NEW ZEALAND
your Tour Manager
 Stay in smaller, traditional hotels with
warmth and ambience
 Relish more personal space and
comfort on the coach
 Dine in delightful, local restaurants
(larger groups cannot use)
 Check in/out of hotels and visit
attractions with ease
 Delight in getting to know your fellow
travellers on a more personal level

Albatross Travellers enjoying the Glacier Express

Just the right size – 10 to 28 travellers
The average group size with Albatross is just 22. We cap our groups to 28 and give you the peace of
mind to know we guarantee our tours with as few as just 10! One of the pleasures of travelling with a
group of people is when you meet and share your amazing experiences with new found friends.
We believe if a group is too small, sometimes it could be difficult to find fellow travellers who are
‘like-minded’. And if the group is too big, it becomes less personal and you are just a number in a
crowd of 40 or 50 people. It is comforting to know that our groups are always small enough to be
harmonious and big enough to offer a pleasant mix of fellow travellers.
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Delightful accommodation

Stay in a 900 year old castle in the foothills of the Italian Dolomites

Cosy up by the fire in the French Alps

Relax by the lake in the White Horse Inn

Experience a once in a lifetime stay at the ICEHOTEL
© IceHotel Asaf Kliger
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Relax in superb locations
Can you imagine staying in a 900 year old castle set in the foothills of the Italian
Dolomites? Or, perhaps in the Swiss village of Grindelwald surrounded by the
soaring peaks of the Bernese Oberland?
With Albatross Tours you can stay in ‘once in lifetime’ locations over Christmas.
Locations where you can enjoy extraordinary destinations peacefully, long after
the tourist crowds have disappeared, thereby enhancing your magical, festive
holiday experience.

Traditional Style Hotels
We hand select hotels for you which are authentic and full of tradition.
Specifically chosen for their style, location and ambience to add significant flavour
to your holiday. Whether it be with dramatic alpine views, modern spa facilities or
full of local charm, you can be sure your stay will add lifetime memories to your
tour and become highlights in themselves.

Comfort guaranteed
You may be staying in historic buildings but that doesn’t mean you have to
compromise on comfort. Our small group sizes mean we can handpick modestlysized hotels that still meet our exacting standards. Every room in your hotel
could well be different, but all have quality private facilities. Porterage and WiFi is
included at each of your hotels.

Solo Travellers?
In 98% of all hotels offered in the brochure Solo Travellers enjoy double rooms for
single use. You will find our Solo Traveller fare represents excellent value.

Our hotels have memories
A long time ago I used to work (and play hard!) in the European Alps throughout
the winter season. I lived in the charming villages and towns, and just adored the
ambience, relaxing in the age old, wooden bars and hotels. Hotels which have
‘memories’ of their own. George Bernard Shaw once said, “I dislike feeling at home
when I am abroad.” Mr Shaw was so right and that is why we purposefully avoid
those large, impersonal, chain hotels cloned around the world. Would you rather
return home telling tales of having woken on Christmas morning in an 800 year old
Coaching Inn nestled in the Alps? Or, would you prefer to stay in a standard, modern
glass and concrete hotel ‘block’? I think you would choose the ones with memories!
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‘My Time’ guaranteed!

Relax with time to soak up the festive atmosphere

Your free time is essential
Albatross Tours understands the importance of having
free time when travelling to relax and explore at your
own pace. Time to immerse yourself in each destination,
perhaps to wander the local Christmas Markets, explore
the cobblestoned streets of delightful medieval towns and
villages or to play in the snow!

How important is it to you?
Because we feature longer stays on all our itineraries, you
are guaranteed to enjoy ‘My Time’ on every Albatross tour.
We have designed our holidays to ensure adequate, well
planned ‘free time’. That is the Albatross difference.
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It’s about balance
We offer beautifully balanced itineraries with a unique
range of quality sightseeing and excursions, plus planned
leisure time for you to relax and discover hidden delights at
your own pace. On an Albatross tour, exciting activities are
always included and time is set aside to do them properly.
When you have your free time it stays exactly that – free to
do as you please!

Make the most of your ‘My Time’

We will never steal your free time

‘My Time’ ensures you will experience and enjoy so many benefits of
travelling with Albatross Tours

I know from experience that, whilst travelling,
it is essential you have enough free time to relax,
explore or simply ‘do your own thing’. Optional
sightseeing so commonly offered elsewhere can
only steal from your free time. Another reason
why we do not offer them! Our noticeably longer
stays and already included sightseeing and
activities guarantee that your essential, relaxing
free time remains completely untouched.
Perfect for you to properly enjoy and savour each
wonderful destination.

 Later starts – Sleep in or take a morning stroll before enjoying a
late breakfast.
 Free evenings – Whilst we include many, we don’t include every
dinner, so you will have some nights free to do your own thing.
Whether it be wandering through the local Christmas Markets, or
enjoying a dinner in a local restaurant tucked away in the medieval
village you are staying in.
 Days at leisure – Many Albatross tours feature a free day for you
to do as much or as little as you please. Your expert Tour Manager
will be on hand to give you advice, recommendations, or provide
directions for you.

You might only travel this way once. With
Albatross Tours you will know you’ve made the
most of every precious moment.
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The perfect Christmas

Enjoy a horse and carriage ride in the snow
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Go on, treat yourself
Savour the festive atmosphere
There is one word in German that seems to sum up what Christmas should be
all about. It is called Gemütlichkeit (pronounced Ga-moute-liccc-t-kite). There is
no single English word quite like it. It describes the feeling of warmth, ambience,
friendliness and good cheer.

Taste the local treats

Our Christmas tours and holidays are specifically designed to bring alive the
nostalgia and joy of the Festive Season. To let you embrace the Gemütlichkeit.
When you think about it, that’s not a bad way to want to feel over Christmas!
And that’s precisely what an Albatross holiday is all about.

Let us take care of you
The pleasure of entertaining over Christmas is wonderful but it also can
be such hard work. With all the shopping, the cleaning and cooking before
the relatives arrive, not to mention the flies and the heat... and then it’s all
over before you realise. Then comes the washing up, jamming stuff in the
overloaded fridge and… and…

Time to play in the snow
Image taken by Albatross traveller D Jenkins

But what if your next Christmas was away from it all? You’ve worked so hard
all year and just one time wouldn’t it be nice to have a ‘White Christmas in
Europe’, a real holiday, without all the hassles? One where your hardest choice
is what to wear for dinner, and your easiest choice is the company of new
found friends. Don’t you want, just once, to have it all done for you, to be taken
care of by someone else?
The good news is when you enjoy your festive holiday with Albatross you
can rest assured that everything will be taken care of. Our team of European
tour specialists look after the research, planning, organisation, bookings,
payments, the driving, festive dinners and all the trimmings. Oh yes, and the
washing up! You just provide the laughter. We make it all so easy for you.
Now THAT would be a Christmas to remember! But don’t just take our
word for it, look at Megan’s letter below. She sums it all up beautifully.

Relax with new found friends

A ‘Bucket List’ Christmas Holiday
“I have wanted to celebrate a Christmas in Europe with my family for many years. I longed
for somewhere that screamed tradition, that yuletide picture on the cookie tin, instead
of the usual Christmas in Queensland of prawns, heat and sand. I wanted our family to
experience quaint little restaurants with log fires and traditional Christmas food, to play in
the snow and to soak up the nostalgic festive spirit.

Experience a winter wonderland
Image taken by Albatross travellers J & M Mathieson

Travelling with Albatross on a Christmas tour was by far our most memorable holiday.
From snow tobogganing to shopping and eating our way through the magical Christmas
markets and wandering the misty streets of Salzburg, it truly was a bucket list wish come
true. Although my most treasured memory was playing with my family and new found tour
group friends in over a metre of fresh snow on top of the Stubai Glacier in Austria. Tears fell
from my eyes and from that moment I was in my Christmas Wonderland.”
Courtesy of M. Mathieson, travelled with her family on the Christmas in the Austrian Tyrol tour.
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Travel in style

Travel in comfort with Albatross
Image taken by Albatross travellers M. & W. Sproul

Spacious, first class travel
Albatross Tours use first class, modern touring coaches with
40-45 seats. Even if your tour group is full with 28 travellers you
can be certain there will always be between 12 and 17 spare seats.
Be assured on our touring coaches you will enjoy more personal
space and that essential extra ‘elbow room’.
Journey across stunning landscapes
Image courtesy of Switzerland Tourism

Enjoy the best views from your seat
With many spare seats available, we guarantee you panoramic
views and, most likely a window seat. You will be able to sit back
and admire the evolving landscapes from the comfort of your seat.
Trust us, when travelling through the remarkable Alpine winter
wonderland you will relish the uninterrupted, magical views you
will always get.

Travel in exceptional comfort

Enjoy venturing across the Austrian countryside on a horse drawn carriage
Image courtesy of Albatross travellers R. Ebert & N. Roberts

Onboard our coaches you will experience high quality reclining
seats, spacious leg room, additional luggage space, great sound
insulation and comfortable suspension. Our coaches also feature
2 doors to make it easier to get on and off the coach, and of
course on-board toilets for emergencies.

More than just a coach tour
Albatross Tours are cleverly designed for the modern day traveller
and so it goes without saying we also include other fantastic
transport styles including horse drawn carriages, cable cars, husky
sleds and special scenic trains like the Glacier Express.
Soak in the stunning views of the Alps on a cable car
Copyright Bayerische Zugspitzbahn Bergbahn AG - BZB
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Our expert Tour Managers
When you travel with Albatross Tours, you will be guided by one of our professional, highly-experienced
Tour Managers. Our Tour Managers are passionate about providing the very best touring experience for you.
With a reputation for being some of the finest in the business, they’ll attend to your needs, share their knowledge,
join in the fun, and take care of every detail to ensure your holiday runs smoothly.
And, because Albatross Tours are so inclusive, your Tour Manager won’t be concerned with ‘selling’ optional extras or
taking you to ‘special’ stores. Their only interest is being friendly, helpful and knowledgeable travelling companions
and guides; which is why they receive such overwhelming praise from our guests.

Darren

Maritza

“Darren was a superb
Tour Manager. He was very
organised, very knowledgeable
and informative, warm and
friendly.” Michele & Fenn

“We felt so privileged to have
spent Christmas with such
a warm and loving and
particularly generous person
like Maritza.” Peter & Kim

Helen

“Helen as a Tour Manager
is totally committed to
ensuring the tour is delivered
in a way that ensures the
travellers experience a
wonderful holiday.” Mark

Katia

Gilberto

Gina

“Katia is one of the best
Tour Managers I have
encountered in my touring
experience. She was efficient,
caring, knowledgeable and
fun to be with.” Terry

“Gilberto would have to be
the greatest tour guide we
have ever encountered.
Nothing was too much
trouble for him.” Noel

“Gina is an experienced
treasure for your company.
She runs a good behind the
scenes tour, is so relaxed
all the time and a joy to
be with.” Lyndy
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So much included!

HAND SELECTED
ACCOMMODATION

EXPERIENCED
TOUR MANAGERS

MEMORABLE
EXPERIENCES
Image taken by Albatross traveller L. Bannister
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LOCAL DINING
EXPERIENCES

Exceptional value with NO hidden extras
Albatross Tours are genuinely inclusive and already include special excursions, feature dinners and
sightseeing tours for you – we even include tips to your Tour Manager and Driver! You will never be
confronted with a long ‘optional activities list’. We believe these expensive, hidden extras are entirely
predictable – so we have already included these experiences for you in our tours.

What’s always included with Albatross
 ALL sightseeing excursions, activities, locally guided tours and entrance fees as described
 Hand selected, authentic style hotel accommodation in superb locations
 Hotel porterage#
 The services of a highly experienced and professional Tour Manager*
 Buffet breakfasts daily, often with a local flavour
 Dinners on the majority of evenings, including dining in special feature restaurants
 Festive meals over Christmas & New Year
 A complimentary beverage, plus tea and coffee, with included dinners*ˆ
 Spacious first-class coach travel*
 WiFi in virtually all hotels
 Tips for local guides, hotels, porters and restaurants
 End of tour tips for your Tour Manager and Driver
When travelling with Albatross Tours, there is complete transparency on where your money is
going. Knowing how far your budget will go will give you peace of mind and allow you to enjoy
every magical moment.

#
Excluding Iceland, Fire, Ice Caves & Frozen Waterfalls tour.
*Excluding the 8 day Swiss Christmas Holiday.
^Excluding the Northern Lights, Ice Hotels & Huskies tour and Iceland, Fire, Ice Caves & Frozen Waterfalls tour.

I hate hidden extras!
Just like you, I hate doing something and suddenly discovering there are hidden extras and still more
to pay! I think it is only honest and fair that if something should be included, it is. That is why I insist our
tours are always genuinely inclusive. I promise that you will never step on-board one of our coaches
and be given a long list of ‘optional’ extras, which can be stressful, and play havoc with your budget.
Our Tour Managers are not reliant on kickbacks from special shops or optional extras with grossly
inflated prices. At the end of your tour, when our Tour Managers put out their hand, it is not for a tip,
it is to shake yours and to wish you well on your onward journey.
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German & Austrian
Christmas Markets
10 Days | Frankfurt to Munich

“All in all this was an excellent tour
which I enjoyed immensely.
The authentic European hotels,
Christmas markets and the
beautiful townships made this
tour just magical.” Deb
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Enjoy Christmas shopping at the Rothenburg Christmas Market

CH

AR

S

1 FRANKFURT

T
R IS M

AS

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in dynamic Frankfurt
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink and Dinner at your hotel

M

7 Christmas Market Visits
Frankfurt, Rothenburg,
Würzburg, Nürnberg, Innsbruck,
Salzburg and Munich

FRANKFURT

KET

Würzburg

ROTHENBURG
Days 2 & 3
 Stay 2 nights in the cobblestoned
streets of Rothenburg
 Experience the famous ‘Christmas
Shop’ with its stunning displays
 Explore the romantic Christmas
markets in the picture perfect square
 Enjoy a torchlight Night Watchman
walking tour
 Visit baroque Würzburg and
medieval Nürnberg

Nürnberg

2 ROTHENBURG

SALZBURG

Days 9 & 10
 Stay 1 night in
cosmopolitan Munich
 Time for last minute
Christmas shopping at
the markets around the
Town Hall
 Enjoy a farewell dinner in
a local restaurant

Days 7 & 8
 Stay 2 nights in the centre of
baroque Salzburg
 Explore medieval Innsbruck
and see the ‘Golden Roof’
surrounded by Christmas
markets
 Be guided through ‘The
Sound of Music’ Salzburg’s
enchanting old town
 Enjoy free time to explore the
wonderful Christmas Markets

Germany

OBERAMMERGAU
Days 4, 5 & 6
 Stay 3 nights in the ‘Passion Play’
town of Oberammergau
 Drive along the Romantic road and
spend time in picturesque Füssen
 Enjoy guided tours through
Neuschwanstein Castle & the Passion
Play Theatre
 Experience the incredible funicular
train & cable car ride up to the summit
of the Zugspitze
 Visit extravagant Linderhof Palace &
Kloster Ettal

MUNICH

1

MUNICH

Bavaria
Fussen
Neuschwanstein Castle

2 SALZBURG

OBERAMMERGAU

Zugspitze
Linderhof Palace

3
Kloster
Ettal

Austria

Innsbruck
AVERAGE 129 KMS PER DAY

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

Visit Neuschwanstein Castle
and Linderhof Palace

Experience a funicular train
and cable car ride
Discover ‘The Sound of Music’ –
Salzburg

Countries visited
Germany
Austria

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Frankfurt:
a city of contrasts – from modern skyscrapers to beautifully
maintained old buildings. There is so much to see and do in the
city centre. Dinner tonight is included in your hotel, but first
enjoy a welcome drink. This is an ideal opportunity to meet
your fellow travellers. Meals: D
S TAY

Your Frankfurt Hotel –
Maritim Hotel
This first class hotel is in a superb location
near the city centre.

N

1

IGH

DAY 2

Würzburg Christmas Markets, ‘My
Time’ in Rothenburg Ob Der Tauber
and a Night Watchman torchlit walk

The rest of the afternoon is yours to enjoy the delightful
cobblestoned streets, ramparts and turrets of picturepostcard Rothenburg. Make a point of walking through the
famous ‘Christmas Shop’ known for its stunning displays.
The Christmas Markets, set in the narrow alleys are perhaps
the quaintest you will ever see. This evening, after dinner in
your hotel, we have included a special treat – a torchlight tour
with the Night Watchman through the beautifully preserved
ramparts and winding streets. Meals: B,D
S TAY

Your Rothenburg Hotel –
Tilman Riemenschneider*
This 4 star hotel is superbly located
within the old medieval walls, and close by all
of the main attractions of the old town.

2

IG

N

Take a torchlight Night Watchman
walking tour through medieval
Rothenburg

Frankfurt

S

Explore Europe’s most nostalgic
Christmas Markets

DAY 1

T

Top 5 highlights

HT

*12 December departure stays 2 nights at PrinzHotel

continued

We arrive into the baroque city of Würzburg, starting point
of the ‘Romantic Road’, mid morning. You will have plenty
of free time to explore the enchanting Christmas Markets
in the Altstadt (old town). We arrive mid afternoon in
nearby Rothenburg, the finest medieval city in all of Europe.

www.albatrosstours.com
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CHRISTMAS MARKET TOUR

Magical
Markets
by Julia Higginbotham

Being able to experience this
amazing European tradition
and bask in the culture was
unforgettable. However, there
was more to the tour than
just shopping at Christmas
Markets! I fell in love with quaint
villages, learnt the history of
many towns and cities and
saw some beautiful scenery.
The highlights of this tour for
me were the city of Salzburg,
travelling to the Zugspitze
summit for a day in the snow
and most of all experiencing
the culture firsthand at such a
festive time of year. The authentic
and cosy accommodation,
wonderful Tour Manager and
Driver plus a great itinerary
made my holiday unforgettable.
Thank you Albatross Tours!
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Relax in the SonnAlpin Glacier Restaurant at the top of the Zugspitze
Copyright Bayerische Zugspitzbahn Bergbahn AG – BZB

Nürnberg ‘My Time’ and
Christmas Markets

Today we visit medieval Nürnberg with its massive stone
towers and gates, which was once the setting for enormous
Nazi rallies and the War Crimes trials. Nürnberg now boasts
extensive pedestrian walkways and the most splendid
Christmas Markets in Europe. A truly magical European
Christmas atmosphere where local choirs sing and the smell
of mulled wine, roasting sausages, chestnuts and sweets
fill the air. This huge market has a unique law that only
traditional Christmas artifacts are allowed for sale. We return
to Rothenburg mid afternoon and the rest of your day is free
Meals: B

DAY 4

Romantic Road to Fussen,
Neuschwanstein Castle and
Oberammergau

Travelling south we reach Bavaria late morning and spend
lunchtime at the end of the ‘Romantic Road’– in the town of
Füssen. Take time to walk through the very picturesque and
historic town. Our afternoon visit is to the nearby village of
Hohenschwangau. After a brisk walk uphill you will enjoy a
visit to one of the most inspiring and famous castles in the
world – ‘Mad’ King Ludwig’s romantic Neuschwanstein Castle.
At the Castle you will enjoy a guided tour inside the King’s
apartments, staterooms, halls and throne room all reminiscent
of a Wagner operatic saga. Later we continue to the historic
village of Oberammergau – famed for its ‘Passion Play’
performances which have been staged every 10 years
since the 1600’s. Oberammergau is set in the picturesque
Ammer Valley beneath snow capped mountains. The town
itself is also famous for its beautifully painted houses
and chalets. Meals: B,D

LONGER STAYS ALLOW YOU TO RELAX OVER CHRISTMAS

S TAY

3

Your Bavarian Hotel –
Parkhotel Sonnenhof
IG T
H
This 4 star, family run hotel is built in the
wooden Alpine style and is located within an easy walking
distance of both the centre of town and the mountain lifts.

S

DAY 3

N

Travelling on the German and
Austrian Christmas Markets
tour transported me to another
world. While wandering down the
cobblestoned streets of an old
town square, I was surrounded
by impressive architecture,
the beautiful voices of carol
singers, the smell of German fare
cooking and twinkling lights.
There were vibrant wooden stalls
filled with decorations, food,
drinks and keepsakes enticing
locals and tourists alike.

DAY 5

The mighty Zugspitze

Driving to nearby Garmisch-Partenkirchen we board a
funicular train which takes us across snow laden fields to the
base of the mighty Zugspitze. At this point the train enters
the mountain and tunnels its way up to Zugspitzeplatt station
at an altitude of 2,600 metres. Here you can be entertained
by the alpine hustle and bustle and marvel at the acrobatic
stunts of the free skiers and snowboarders in Terrain Park
Zugspitze. There is also a marvellous SonnAlpin Glacier
Restaurant to enjoy a relaxing brunch.
Later we will catch the cable car to the summit of the
Zugspitze mountain, Germany’s highest peak. At an altitude
of nearly 3,000 metres the views are quite stupendous. Take
in the unmatched 360° panorama with a view of more than
400 peaks in Austria, Italy, Switzerland and Germany, or enjoy
lunch in the Gipfelalm rustic summit lodge. We then catch the
Eibsee cable car all the way down to the lakeside where our
coach meets us and takes us back to our hotel. Meals: B,D

German & Austrian Christmas Markets | 10 Days | Frankfurt to Munich

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 9 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 16 meals – breakfast (B)
and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine,
beer, soft drink, tea/coffee
with all included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system
on tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices

Enjoy a guided tour of the fairytale Neuschwanstein Castle

For full dates & prices

Image courtesy of John Allen

CLICK HERE

DAY 6

DAY 8

This morning we visit nearby Linderhof for a guided tour
of the extravagant French Rococo Palace – yet another
of King Ludwig’s amazing creations. Later we stop at
Kloster Ettal. This monastery in a lovely shaded valley dates
back over 700 years and is one of the finest examples of
Rococo architecture in existence. Following a guided visit to
the Passion Play Theatre, the rest of your afternoon is free in
Oberammergau to wander through the streets of beautifully
painted houses and chalets. Meals: B,D

several locations used in the film ‘The Sound of Music’.
The rest of the day is entirely free for you to enjoy this
marvellous city with its winding cobblestoned streets,
churches, Christmas decorations and shops – all a short walk
away. Take time to visit the huge castle for a fascinating view
and don’t forget to soak up the atmosphere of the famous
Salzburg Christmas Markets. Meals: B

DAY 9

German Tours

DAY 7

Travelling north we cross into Germany and arrive into Munich
for our last night together. Rebuilt since the war the central
walking precinct is a mass of people and activity. The shopping
is excellent. Perhaps take lunch in one of the numerous cafés or
a giant Beer Hall? A perfect place for some Christmas shopping
(and yes there are Christmas Markets all around the old Town
Hall). Your farewell dinner tonight will be enjoyed
in a local restaurant. Meals: B,D

Space limited
Book now!

Linderhof Palace, Kloster Ettal,
Salzburg sightseeing and ‘My Time’
Oberammergau’s Passion Play theatre This morning we enjoy a walking tour with a local guide
who will introduce you to this enchanting city, including
and ‘My Time’

‘My Time’ in Innsbruck
and to Salzburg

Departing Bavaria we cross the Garmisch Pass and descend
into the spectacular Inn Valley and reach the winter resort
of Innsbruck before lunchtime. You have plenty of time to
explore the delightful Old Town and see the famous
‘Golden Roof’. The Christmas markets are beautifully located
in the old city central square. Later we continue to Salzburg –
the baroque city of Mozart sitting beneath its enormous
Festung (Fortress) where we spend two nights.
Meals: B,D
S TAY

2

S

N

Your Salzburg Hotel –
NH Salzburg Hotel
IG T
H
This 4-star hotel is located just a short
walk from Salzburg’s Old Town and Mirabell Palace
and Gardens.

Munich and ‘My Time’

S TAY

Your Munich Hotel –
Maritim Hotel
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in the
city centre, a few minutes’ walk to the main
pedestrian shopping mall.

N

1

IG HT

DAY 10

Munich

This morning it is time to say farewell as your tour ends.
Meals: B

The German and Austrian
Christmas Markets tour is just
one of many you can enjoy in
Austria or Germany. View each
destination page or contact us.
Austrian Tours

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com

25

Bohemian
Christmas Markets
11 Days | Berlin to Munich

“I found the tour overall an excellent
experience of Christmas in Europe.
The markets, the sightseeing,
the accommodation and the group
were all very good.”  Janet
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Be delighted by the Nürnberg Christmas Markets

Brandenburg

T
R IS M

S
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7 Christmas Market Visits
Berlin, Dresden, Leipzig,
Prague, Bamberg, Nürnberg
and Rothenburg

M

Days 1 & 2
 Stay 2 nights in a 4 star hotel in central Berlin
 See ‘The Wall’, stand on the ‘Bridge of Spies’
 Visit Potsdam’s Neues Palais and the Dutch Quarter
 Enjoy the spectacular Gendarmenmarkt Christmas markets

CH

BERLIN

KET

2 BERLIN

Potsdam

DRESDEN
Days 3, 4 & 5
 Stay 3 nights in the centre of beautiful Dresden
 Visit Leipzig’s massive Christmas Markets
 See Dresden’s glorious Zwinger Palace and
explore picturesque Christmas Markets by the
Frauenkirche
 Visit Dresden’s Royal Palace, the extravagant
New Green Vault
 Dine in a local Saxon restaurant
 Enjoy a Stollen making demonstration
and tasting
 Walk on the dramatic Bastei Bridge & Königstein
Fortress ramparts in the Saxon Switzerland
National Park

Leipzig

Saxony

3

DRESDEN
Pillnitz
Saxon
Switzerland

Germany

PRAGUE 2
Bamberg

Czech Republic

Bohemia
Rothenburg

3 NÜRNBERG
PRAGUE

NÜRNBERG

Days 6 & 7
 Stay 2 nights in Prague’s historic centre
 Visit the impressive Hradcany Castle
 Enjoy a free day exploring Prague’s old town
 Dine out in a local Czech restaurant

Days 8, 9 & 10
 Stay 3 nights in medieval Nürnberg
 Relax over lunchtime in UNESCO listed Bamberg
 Visit Nürnberg’s famous Nazi Rally Grounds and
Documentation centre
 Explore the fantastic Christmas Markets
 Spend the day in picture postcard Rothenburg
on the Romantic Road
 Enjoy a farewell dinner

Stay in vibrant Berlin, ancient
Dresden, medieval Prague and
amazing Nürnberg

Explore Bamberg and
delightful Rothenburg
Discover the magnificent Saxon
Switzerland National Park

Germany
Czech Republic

palatial rooms, including the Gottensaal (Grotto Hall) and
Marmorgalerie (Marble Gallery). Back in Berlin,
you are free to enjoy the wonderful sights and museums.
Maybe visit the nostalgic Christmas Market at Schlossplatz
on the Museumsinsel? Meals: B

Berlin

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Berlin
– a city now united and re-built in even greater glory.
Dinner tonight is included in your hotel, but first enjoy
a welcome drink. This is an ideal opportunity to meet
your fellow travellers. Meals: D

DAY 3

S TAY

..

2

Your Berlin Hotel –
Maritim proArte Hotel
IG T
H
This 4 star superior hotel is in a superb location
near the city centre, one block from Unter den Linden
Strasse, a 10 minute walk to the Brandenburg Gate
and shopping areas.

DAY 2

Berlin & Potsdam sightseeing

On our panoramic tour this morning, an expert local guide
will breathe life into the major sights that we will see in this
remarkable, rejuvenated city, from the Brandenburg Gate
and re-built Reichstag to sections of ‘The Wall’, and
Potsdamer Platz. On our way to Potsdam, we stop to see the
Bridge of Unity – more famously known as the ‘Bridge of Spies’.
After enjoying lunchtime in Potsdam’s pretty Dutch Quarter
we visit the astounding Neues Palais with its newly restored

Leipzig sightseeing and
Christmas Markets

Heading south we soon reach the cultural city of Leipzig, with
its 16th century renaissance style buildings, and once home
to Bach, Wagner and Schumann. After an orientation tour
we enjoy lunchtime in the market square in front of the old
City Hall. Here you will find one of Europe’s oldest and largest
Christmas Markets with over 250 stalls! Later we continue to
wonderful Dresden where we stay the next three nights.
Meals: B,D
S TAY

3

Your Dresden Hotel –
Bilderberg Bellevue
IG T
H
Hotel Dresden
In a manor house overlooking the River Elbe,
this 4 star hotel is conveniently situated within
easy walking distance of Dresden’s Baroque district.
N

Countries visited

DAY 1

N

Visit Potsdam’s Neues Palais and
Dresden’s Royal Palace

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

S

Shop in the Christmas Markets of
Europe’s great cities

AVERAGE 104 KMS PER DAY

S

Top 5 highlights

Munich

continued

www.albatrosstours.com
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CHRISTMAS MARKET TOUR

Bohemian
Rhapsody
by Euan Landsborough,
‘The Mo’
They say there are over
60 Christmas Markets in Berlin
alone. To me the one with
the most striking location is
the Gendarmenmarkt. The
market is actually called the
WeihnachtsZauber Christmas
Market and features more
upmarket handmade goods
and tantalising gourmet foods.
Aside from Christmas Markets,
it is the city of Dresden which just
blows me away. I adore this city
which was devastated in the war
and has since been lovingly
re-built. Palaces, grand houses
and towers – replicated just
as they once were. Christmas
Markets large and small are
scattered around the old
town. Be sure to venture to
Altmarkt Square where you’ll
find Germany’s largest and
oldest Christmas Market,
the Striezelmarkt. Tradition
runs strong here as this event
dates back to the 15th century.
That’s well over 500 years!
This is where the Christmas
‘Stollen’ cake originated.
In Prague our hotel is perfectly
located in the historic centre.
Now, for good will, add a
3 night stay in the historic jewel
of Nürnberg and delightful
Rothenburg, and your Christmas
memories will be sensational!
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Walk on the dramatic Bastei Bridge

DAY 4

Dresden sightseeing, ‘My Time’
and Christmas Markets

Rebuilt after the massive bombing raids of WWII, Dresden
has once again bloomed into one of the most beautiful and
elegant cities in Europe, reflecting the grandeur of this capital
of the Electors of Saxony, who once ruled a powerful empire.
On our morning walking tour you will see the glorious Zwinger
Palace courtyard, the Semper Opera House, and symbolic
Frauenkirche dominating the massive market square filled with
Christmas Market stalls. After following the Fürstenzug – a
dramatic, 100 metre long painted porcelain mural depicting the
procession of Princes, we visit the Dresden Royal Palace. We
have included entrance to the museums including the Armoury,
Turkish Chamber, Riesensaal (Giants’ Hall) and the fabulous
New Green Vault with over 1,000 beautiful and often priceless
gold and silver bejewelled objects. Simply stunning! The rest of
your day is at leisure. Make sure you take time to wander along
Brühl’s Terrace by the river, which is nicknamed ‘the balcony
of Europe’. Dresden boasts the oldest and most traditional
Christmas Markets in all of Europe. The Striezelmarkt on
Altmarkt square is massive. Dating back to the 15th century
it is named after the word ‘Striezel’ – otherwise known as
traditional ‘Stollen’ cake. Meals: B

DAY 5

Saxon Switzerland National Park
sightseeing and dinner in a
Saxon restaurant

There is nothing quite like a day in the country. We have
included a wonderful excursion into Saxon Switzerland, a
pristine National Park near the Czech border. On our way
we stop in Pillnitz to visit a local bakery and enjoy coffee
and Stollen, the traditional German bread eaten during the
Christmas season.
Our next stop will be at the amazing Bastei Bridge, which links
a series of rocky towers, spanning gorges and cliffs. From
the various lookouts the views down onto the River Elbe are
stupendous. Later we also visit the Königstein ‘Kings Stone’
hilltop fortress. Started nearly 800 years ago, it evolved over
the ages into an impregnable stronghold perched above sheer
cliffs. Make sure you walk along the towering ramparts and visit
the arched, old wine cellars and the three metre wide, 152 metre
deep well which is hand carved from solid rock. Later we return
to Dresden for some time at leisure to explore the Christmas
markets, before enjoying dinner in a local Saxon restaurant.
Meals: B,D

ENJOY A SENSIBLE TOURING STYLE, A CIVILISED PACE, GENUINE INCLUSIONS AND MORE ‘MY TIME’

Bohemian Christmas Markets | 11 Days | Berlin to Munich

Crossing into the Czech Republic we arrive into Prague
for lunchtime. In the afternoon we are joined by a
local guide for a tour through this fascinating city to the
Hradcany – Prague Castle covers over 7 hectares and is
the largest ancient castle in the world. We visit St Vitus
cathedral and the Zlatá Ulièka (the Golden Lane) with its
tiny colourful houses built right into the arches of the Castle
walls and named after the goldsmiths who lived here in the
17th century. Our hotel for the next two nights is excellently
located within easy walking distance of the old town.
Meals: B,D

Nürnberg sightseeing, ‘My Time’
and Christmas Markets

N

S

2

IG

HT

DAY 7

‘My Time’ in Prague
and Christmas Markets

The whole day and evening has been left completely free for
you to relax and explore the laneways, colourful shop fronts,
churches and bridges of this beautiful city, at your own pace.
Prague is the city of ‘Good King Wenceslas’ so naturally the
best Christmas markets are in Wenceslas Square, beside
your hotel, and the Old Town. Time to sip medovina – warm
honey liquor! Meals: B

DAY 8

Bamberg and Nürnberg

HT

DAY 9

S TAY

Your Prague Hotel –
Clarion Hotel Old Town
This modern 4 star hotel is perfectly located
in Prague’s historic centre.

3

IG

N

Your Nürnberg Hotel –
Novotel Nuernberg Centre Ville
This 4 star hotel is conveniently located on the
edge of the old town, within walking distance of
the city’s main sights.

Prague sightseeing

S

S TAY

DAY 6

Crossing the border into Germany we reach Bamberg.
UNESCO World Heritage listed, Bamberg boasts hundreds
of buildings, mansions and palaces displaying the various
stages of architecture dating back 1,000 years. Famous for its
unique ‘smoked’ beer and antique shops, Bamberg is one of
Germany’s best kept secrets. Later we continue to Nürnberg
where we stay the next three nights. Meals: B,D

This morning we are joined by a local guide to show us around
the town and visit the Nazi Documentation Centre and Rally
Grounds. With its massive stone towers and gates, medieval
Nürnberg has a rich history stretching back hundreds of years,
and is often more deeply associated with the setting for the
enormous Nazi rallies and the War Crimes trials. Nürnberg now
boasts extensive pedestrian walkways and one of the most
splendid Christmas Markets in Europe. This huge market has a
unique law that only traditional Christmas artefacts are allowed
for sale. As dusk approaches, the music and singing, Christmas
lights and smell of mulled wine, roasting sausages, chestnuts
and sweets fill the air. Fantastic! Meals: B

DAY 10

‘My Time’ in Rothenburg Ob Der
Tauber and Christmas Markets

Today we have included an excursion to visit picture-postcard
Rothenburg on the ‘Romantic Road’ with its delightful
cobblestoned streets, ramparts and turrets. Make a point of
walking through the famous ‘Christmas Shop’ known for its
stunning displays. The Christmas Markets, set in the narrow
alleys are some of the quaintest you will ever see. This evening,
back in Nürnberg, we enjoy a farewell dinner. Meals: B,D

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 10 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 16 meals – breakfast (B)
and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine,
beer, soft drink, tea/coffee
with all included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system
on tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

DAY 11

Dates & Prices

Driving south we reach central Munich before midday,
where your tour ends. We will make stops at the central
railway station, Maritim Hotel and Munich airport.
We recommend that you book flights that depart from
Munich after 2pm today. Meals: B

For full dates & prices

To Munich

Explore Prague at your own pace including the Christmas Markets

CLICK HERE

The Bohemian Christmas
Markets tour is just one of many
you can enjoy in Germany or
Czech Republic. View each
destination page or contact us.
Czech Republic Tours
German Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com
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Swiss Alpine
Christmas Markets
13 Days | Munich to Milan

NEW
FOR
2022
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Travel by cable car up to the Schilthorn to enjoy the 007 Experience

Liechtenstein

Germany

Bavaria

Neuschwanstein
Castle

Füssen

Hall

2

Vaduz

INNSBRUCK

Thun

2

Meiringen

INTERLAKEN 4
Golden
Pass

KLOSTERS

Lauterbrunnen

The Alps

Bernese Oberland
Mürren

INNSBRUCK

Schilthorn

2
Mont Blanc

KLOSTERS
Gornergrat

ZERMATT
Days 10 & 11
 Stay 2 nights in the stunning village of
Zermatt with Matterhorn views
 Relax in panoramic carriages on the inspiring
Golden Pass train
 Explore Montreux’ fabulous lakeside
Christmas Markets
 Explore Zermatt’s historical old
mountain village
 Ride on the Gornergrat funicular surrounded
by dozens of 4,000 metre peaks

Top 5 highlights
Ride on panoramic trains & funiculars
Visit Neuschwanstein Castle
Relax in delightful Christmas Markets

Italy

MILAN

1

Days 4 & 5
 Stay 2 nights in a chalet style
hotel in the chic mountain
resort of Klosters
 Visit Vaduz in Liechtenstein
and drive down the Inn valley
 Enjoy a full free day of
mountain ‘My Time’

Take a cable car up the extraordinary
Schilthorn for a ‘007 James Bond’ lunch

Countries visited
Austria

AVERAGE 112 KMS PER DAY

Days 12 & 13
 Stay 1 night in vibrant Milan
and enjoy a farewell dinner

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

DAY 1

DAY 2

Munich

Your tour commences this evening in cosmopolitan Munich.
Shopping is always excellent in Munich – particularly around
the town hall and the decorated wooden Christmas Market
stalls. Before your Bavarian style buffet dinner enjoy a
welcome drink in the hotel. Meals: D

S TAY

1

Your Munich Hotel –
N
Maritim Hotel
IGH
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in
the city centre near the central railway station,
and just a few minutes’ walk from the main pedestrian
shopping mall.

Switzerland

Neuschwanstein Castle, ancient
Füssen and Bavarian Alps

Driving into the Bavarian Alps we enjoy a brisk walk uphill to
visit ‘Mad’ King Ludwig’s romantic Neuschwanstein Castle.
Our guided tour will take us through the King’s apartments,
staterooms, halls and throne room all reminiscent of a Wagner
operatic saga. Lunchtime will be in the delightful old town of
Füssen. Stretches of the original Roman defensive walls are
still in place, and the cobblestoned, pedestrianised centre
of town is filled with shops, restaurants and historic houses,
many elaborately painted. Later we cross into the Austrian
Tyrol and Innsbruck where we stay two nights. After checking
into our centrally located hotel, explore the Old Town on your
doorstep. Make sure you enjoy the picture perfect Christmas
Markets in the old medieval square beneath the famous
‘Golden Roof’. Meals: B,D
S TAY

Your Innsbruck Hotel –
Grauer Bär Hotel
This stylish 4 star hotel is superbly located,
just 200 metres from the historic city centre.

2

IG

N

Leichtenstein

Days 2 & 3
 Stay 2 nights in medieval
Innsbruck with its famous
‘Golden Roof’ and stunning
Christmas Markets
 Drive over the beautiful
Fern Pass & visit ‘Mad’ King
Ludwig’s Neuschwanstein Castle
and the Bavarian town of Füssen
 Enjoy Swarovski’s Crystal Worlds
and the ancient town of Hall

MILAN

T

Stay & play in chic ski resorts

Simplon Pass

S

ZERMATT

Germany

Austria

The Tyrol

Bern

Lake
Geneva

KET

MUNICH

Luzern

Montreux

AR

1

Switzerland
France

R I STM

S

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in Bavaria’s cosmopolitan
capital of Munich
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink and Dinner at
your hotel

CH

Days 6, 7, 8 & 9
 Explore the historic town of Luzern complete with covered
bridges and Christmas Markets
 Enjoy meringue and coffee in Meiringen
 Take a thrilling cable car to the cliff top village of Mürren,
and then on to the exhilarating Schilthorn summit
 Enjoy the 007 Experience with a buffet lunch in the famous
Piz Gloria revolving restaurant, and follow the Skyline Thrill
Walk around Birg Peak
 Explore Bern’s Christmas Markets set amongst medieval
streets and squares, lakeside Thun and Spiez
 Enjoy dinner with a Swiss Folklore show

9 Christmas Market Visits
Munich, Innsbruck, Klosters,
Luzern, Interlaken, Bern, Thun,
Montreux, Milan

AS

MUNICH

M

INTERLAKEN

HT

Italy
www.albatrosstours.com

31

CHRISTMAS MARKET TOUR

Your morning is completely free – ‘My Time’ in Innsbruck’s old
town. In the afternoon we will visit Swarovski ‘Kristallwelten’
(Crystal Worlds)... a weird and wonderful crystal experience,
and ancient Hall. The oldest town in the Tyrol, Hall is also
considered perhaps the prettiest. You will discover Christmas
Markets in the unspoiled, narrow medieval alleys and period
townhouses. Back in Innsbruck, your evening is free to relax in
the picturesque Christmas Markets! Meals: B

A magnificent day to enjoy ‘My Time’ in the stunning scenery
which surrounds you, and do as much, or as little, as you want!
Whether you are a ‘super active snow sports’ person or a
‘take it easy and relax’ person there are numerous activities
you can enjoy, and your Tour Manager will be at hand to assist
and advise you. You can easily access all the main peaks by
funicular trains, cable cars and chair lifts. At all ‘drop off’ points
there are restaurants, cafés and restroom facilities – usually
with extraordinary panoramic views. Maybe stroll along snowy
winter footpaths or alternatively enjoy your hotel’s indoor pool
and spa facilities. Meals: B

DAY 4

Liechtenstein and Klosters

Crossing the mountains and valleys of Austria we visit the city
of Vaduz, capital of the Principality of Liechtenstein, a tiny
country on the border of Switzerland. Mountains soaring all
around us, we continue to the exclusive ski resort of Klosters,
where we stay the next two nights. Meals: B,D
S TAY

Your Klosters hotel –
Hotel Alpina
Set in the centre of town, this first class,
family run, wooden chalet style, spa hotel offers
traditional Alpine ambience.

2

IG

HT

‘My Time’ in Klosters &
the mountains

DAY 6

Luzern and meringues in Meiringen

We will spend the morning in historic Luzern. A local guide
will join us for a short walking tour through the old town,
with its Christmas Markets and covered wooden bridges.
After lunchtime at leisure, we drive over the Brünig mountain
pass to Meiringen. Famous for inventing its culinary namesake,
we have of course, included some delicious meringue and
coffee. We are now deep in the heart of the Bernese Oberland
and as a finale we drive along the shoreline of picturesque
Lake Brienz to Interlaken, where we stay the next four nights.
Meals: B,D
S TAY

Your Interlaken Hotel –
Hotel Metropol
Situated just a short walk into the heart of
town, this 4 star hotel is perfectly located for
access to the old town and the mountains.

WE GO TO GREAT LENGTHS TO RESEARCH, PLAN, CHOOSE AND INCLUDE ‘BUCKET LIST’ ATTRACTIONS

4

IG

N
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DAY 5

Swarovski Crystal Worlds, medieval
Hall and ‘My Time’ in Innsbruck

N

I just love this Christmas Markets
tour. Like an extravagant
cake it has a simple recipe for
awesome fun. Start with a single
wonderful day taking in Bavarian
‘fairytale’ castles, add a pinch
of Austria’s medieval cities and
that oh so cute Christmas Market
in Innsbruck, now mix in the
incredible Alps, world famous ski
resorts, a liberal dose of massive
mountain peaks and several
world class scenic train and
cable car rides. Mix thoroughly.
Already this cake is stupendous
but let’s make it dazzle. Get the
biggest bag of snow you can find
(if you can’t get snow use loads of
icing sugar) and dump it on top.
Decorate the top with 9… yes 9,
multicoloured brilliant Christmas
markets, cinnamon sugar, ginger
biscuits and peals of laughter
from new found friends. Serve
with warming mulled wine. Yum!!!

DAY 3

S

by Euan Landsborough,
‘The Mo’

Explore the picture perfect Christmas Markets in Innsbruck

S

What a
Christmas
Cake!

HT

Swiss Alpine Christmas Markets | 13 Days | Munich to Milan

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 12 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 20 meals – breakfast (B),
lunch (L) and dinner (D)

Stay in the heart of stunning Zermatt

DAY 8

The Schilthorn 007 Experience

Passing through the delightful village of Lauterbrunnen,
flanked by 300 metre (1,000 ft) high, sheer cliffs, we take
the cable car from Stechelberg up the rockface to the pretty
village of Mürren. From here we are whisked further up to
the glass floored observation deck of the Birg restaurant.
Around the entire peak is the Skyline Thrill Walk – a metal
walkway suspended over a sheer drop below. Thrilling indeed!
Then onwards and upwards by another cable car, suspended
between two peaks, to the Piz Gloria, a revolving restaurant set
on top of the Schilthorn summit. With astonishing 360 degree
views we have included a 007 buffet lunch. This was also the
setting for the evil Blofeld’s secret mountain hideout in the
James Bond film ‘On Her Majesty’s Secret Service’. There is a
James Bond museum and the 007 toilets are…. memorable!
Your evening is at leisure in Interlaken. Meals: B,L

DAY 9

Thun, Spiez, ‘My Time’ &
a Swiss Folklore show

Following the shoreline of Lake Thun, we reach the old town
of historic Thun, with its Christmas markets and excellent
shopping. Later we make a stop in lake side Spiez before
returning to Interlaken. The rest of your day is free - ‘My Time’.
This evening we have included dinner and a Swiss Folklore
show. Meals: B,D

DAY 10

Golden Pass panoramic train
and Montreux

A special adventure this morning as we board the Golden Pass
panoramic train which will take us across the Alps, past the
chic ski resorts of Gstaad and Château-d’Oex to Montreux on
Lake Geneva. Sitting in the panoramic carriages, the views
throughout the journey are spectacular. Lunchtime will be
enjoyed in Montreux. The excellent Christmas markets that
stretch along the grand lakeside promenade and foreshore

S TAY

2

Your Zermatt Hotel –
Hotel National
IG T
H
This first class chalet style hotel is
superbly located in the heart of the stunning village.
N

This morning we visit Bern, Switzerland’s capital city set on a
spectacular bend above the River Aare, and a UNESCO World
Heritage landmark. Here we have included a short, guided
walking tour through the medieval cobblestoned streets with
their sheltered arcaded shopping ways, the Christmas Markets
and the famous ‘Bärengraben’ bear pits. Lunchtime is at leisure
in Bern. Your afternoon and evening are free back in Interlaken.
‘My Time’. Nestled between two lakes, and surrounded by
soaring peaks, Interlaken is an absolute joy during the run up to
Christmas. The shopping is excellent and the Christmas Markets
at dusk are an absolute pleasure, with its lines of wooden
chalets and stalls, buzzing with festive cheer, and surrounding
two enormous ice-skating rinks. Maybe try your hand at Ice
Curling - somewhat like lawn bowls, only on ice! Meals: B

S

Medieval Bern and ‘My Time’
in Interlaken

are often considered the best in Switzerland. Look out for the
statue of Freddie Mercury who spent his last years here. Later
we follow the broad, snow laden ‘Valais’ through Switzerland’s
finest mountain scenery to Täsch. Here we board a cog railway
train that takes us up to the world-famous alpine resort of
Zermatt. Set at an altitude of 1,620 metres (5,310 ft), the village
is surrounded by dozens of huge Alpine peaks and dominating
all is the mighty Matterhorn. Petrol-driven vehicles are banned
from the village and as such the peace and quiet enhances
the wooden chalets and small winding village streets.
Stunning! Meals: B,D

 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine,
beer, soft drink, tea/coffee
with all included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system
on tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

DAY 11

Gornergrat mountain ride, the
Matterhorn, Zermatt ‘My Time’

CLICK HERE

This morning we have included a ride on the Gornergrat
funicular train (cog railway) up to the highest open air railway
station in Europe – the Gornergrat. At 3,100 metres (10,170 ft)
the view from the top across the Alps is beyond belief.
We have also included a warming hot drink on the terrace
of the Kulmhotel restaurant, surrounded by one of the great
vistas of the world – the mighty Matterhorn and the 28 other
4,000 metre high peaks that surround you. The rest of the
day is free to relax in the crisp, alpine air. Perhaps play in
the mountains, go for a walk on the 70 kilometres of
winter trails along the valley, or explore this fascinating
mountain retreat, from its cafés and boutiques to the little
winding streets still lined with traditional stone and slate
hamlets and cottages. Meals: B

DAY 12

Sightseeing and ‘My Time’ in Milan

Crossing over the dramatic Simplon Alpine Pass we enter
Italy, and the stylish city of Milan. On arrival there will be
time at leisure amongst the fashion shops of the luxurious
Golden Triangle and in the square beside the giant Duomo.
This evening we will enjoy a farewell dinner in a local Milanese
restaurant. Meals: B,D
S TAY

Your Milan Hotel –
Hilton Milan
This modern 4 star hotel is located just
a short walk from the central railway station.

N

1

IGH

T

DAY 7

DAY 13

Milan

Your Christmas Markets tour comes to a close and it is time to
say farewell. Meals: B

The Swiss Alpine Christmas
Markets tour is just one of
many you can enjoy in Austria,
Germany or Switzerland.
View each destination page
or contact us.
Austrian Tours
German Tours
Switzerland Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com
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Austrian Christmas Holiday
8 Days | Munich to Munich

“A magical fairytale, could not
have asked for anything more!”
Sandra

Switzerland
Soak up the festive atmosphere in the enchanting Austrian Alps

Spend Christmas in a charming hotel
in the enchanting Austrian Alps
Visit the fabulous Salzburg &
Innsbruck Christmas Markets
Indulge in a horse drawn carriage
ride in the Austrian countryside
Discover Linderhof Palace,
Swarovski Crystal Worlds and the
Silent Night Chapel
Experience a fun filled
adventure through the historic
Berchtesgaden Salt Mines

Countries visited
Austria

34

DAY 2

Your tour commences this morning at 10am from the Maritim
Hotel in Munich. After meeting your Tour Manager, who will be
with you for the next eight days, we drive south into the snow
clad Tyrol region and Austria’s most popular winter resort of
Kitzbuhel. Still retaining the atmosphere of a Tyrolean village
in its historic centre, old-style houses with projecting gables
and painted exteriors compete for attention with shops selling
Europe’s most exclusive brand names. For lunch maybe take
the cable car up the Kitzbuheler Horn and visit one of the
23 mountain restaurants. Mid afternoon we continue to
Kirchberg which will be your home over the next seven nights.
Located 10 kms from Kitzbuhel, Kirchberg is an excellent ski
resort in its own right. This evening, enjoy a welcome drink
and take the opportunity to get to meet your fellow Christmas
travellers. Continental buffet breakfast and sumptuous dinners
are served daily. Highlight will be a traditional Austrian dinner
on Christmas Eve. Meals: D

Driving over the mountains of Southern Bavaria we pass
Mittenwald and visit Linderhof Palace to take a guided
tour through King Ludwig’s grand summer residence.
Our next stop is the Passion Play village of Oberammergau,
with its ornately painted buildings where we have time for
lunch. In the afternoon we stop at Kloster Ettal Monastery
with its incredible painted ceilings. Dating back over
700 years this is one of the finest examples of Rococo
architecture in existence. Meals: B,D

Munich, ‘My Time’ in Kitzbuhel
and Kirchberg in the Tyrol

S TAY

7

Your Tyrolean Hotel –
Hotel Sonnalp
IG T
H
This excellent, chalet style 4 star hotel is located
just on the edge of Kirchberg village in a dramatic
setting of snow covered Alps.
N

Germany

DAY 1

S

Top 5 highlights

Linderhof Palace, Oberammergau
and Kloster Ettal

DAY 3

The Silent Night Chapel, Salzburg,
‘My Time’ and Christmas Markets

We have included a full day excursion today. Enroute to
Salzburg our first stop is at the nearby village of Oberndorf
where we visit the famous ‘Silent Night Chapel’ on the site where
the Christmas carol was first performed. We then continue on
to Salzburg – the baroque city of Mozart sitting beneath its
enormous Festung (Fortress). A walking city tour with an expert
local guide will introduce you to this enchanting city, including
several locations used in the film ‘The Sound of Music’. As a
finalé you will gather amongst the fir trees in the small stone
courtyard of the St Peter’s Keller, dating back to the 1500’s and
Salzburg’s oldest restaurant, for a hot drink and biscuits. The
rest of the day is free to enjoy the city. The huge castle makes a
fascinating visit and don’t forget to soak up the atmosphere of
the famous Salzburg Christmas Markets. This evening join us for
a torchlit village walk followed by mulled wine. Meals: B,D

S

CH

AR

AS

Days 1 – 7
 Stay 7 nights in a first class chalet style hotel and celebrate Christmas
in the enchanting Austrian Tyrol
 Enjoy a traditional Christmas Eve dinner and Christmas Day lunch
 Cross into the Bavarian Alps and visit Linderhof Palace, the ‘Passion
Play’ village of Oberammergau & Kloster Ettal Monastery
 Spend time in Austria’s most popular winter resort of Kitzbuhel
 Visit ‘The Sound of Music’ Salzburg and enjoy a hot drink and biscuits
in Austria’s oldest restaurant
 Explore famous Berchtesgaden & visit dramatic Lake Königssee

T
R IS M

M

3 Christmas
Market Visits
Salzburg, Innsbruck
and Berchtesgaden

KIRCHBERG IN THE AUSTRIAN TYROL

KET

 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 7 nights authentic, chalet style
hotel accommodation
 15 meals – breakfast (B), lunch
(L) and dinner (D)

Munich

 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine,
beer, soft drink, tea/coffee
with all included dinners

Bavaria

Germany

Oberndorf
Salzburg
Oberammergau

Kloster Ettal
Berchtesgaden
Königssee

Linderhof
Palace

The Tyrol

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras

Kitzbuhel

Austria

7

Innsbruck

KIRCHBERG

 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system
on tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

AVERAGE 139 KMS PER DAY

CLICK HERE

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

DAY 4

DAY 6

Following the spectacular Inn Valley to Wattens we visit
the Swarovski ‘Kristallwelten’ (‘Crystal Worlds’)… a weird
and wonderful crystal experience. Later we continue to
the nearby winter resort city of Innsbruck where we spend
the rest of the day exploring the Old Town, with its famous
‘Golden Roof’ above the medieval town square, and delightful
Christmas Markets. Time to do that last minute shopping,
indulge in the mulled wine and ginger biscuits and take in
the music, fabulously decorated trees and folklore displays.
Spoil yourself with a traditional tall aromatic coffee and a
calorie-busting apfelstrudel! Meals: B,D

There is nothing quite like a day in the mountains! The
highlight of today will be your ride in a horse drawn
carriage through the local countryside, suitably warmed
with some mulled wine while enjoying the dramatic, snow
laden mountains and breathtaking scenery surrounding
you. Afterwards maybe take a ‘winter walk’, hire skis or a
toboggan and play in the snow. Tonight, enjoy a traditional
Christmas Eve dinner. Meals: B,D

Swarovski Crystal Worlds, Innsbruck
‘My Time’ and Christmas Markets

DAY 5

Berchtesgaden, Salt Mines and
beautiful Lake Königssee

Heading deep into the Bavarian mountains we visit perhaps
the most beautiful lake of all, Königssee – famous the world
over for its steep cliffs and fjord-like lake. Lunchtime will be
spent amongst the cobblestoned streets of Berchtesgaden.
Later we visit the old Salt Mines near Berchtesgaden.
After dressing up in a salt miner’s uniform, we enjoy a fun
filled ride on a small train deep underground, take wooden
slides (or steps) and then float on a barge across a crystal
clear underground lake, beautifully illuminated by a light
show. Meals: B,D

Christmas Eve in the mountains
and a horse drawn carriage ride

The Austrian Christmas
Holiday is just one of many
experiencesyou can enjoy in
Austria or Germany. View each
destination page or contact us.
Austrian Tours
German Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

DAY 7

Christmas Day in a winter paradise

Christmas Day as it should be….in a wonderful location –
relaxing, eating, drinking and some fun in the snow! Your
day is at leisure to relax and savour the delights of Kirchberg.
A two course lunch has been included today, and dinner
tonight. Meals: B,L,D

DAY 8

To Munich

This morning it is time to say farewell as your tour ends
with a transfer to Munich, to arrive around midday. We will
make stops at the central railway station, Maritim Hotel
and Munich Airport. We recommend that you book flights
or trains that depart Munich after 3pm today. For those of
you joining one of our wonderful New Year Tours that begin
in Luzern or Milan, the good news is, we have arranged
complimentary Group transfers on 28 December. Meals: B

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.
www.albatrosstours.com
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German Christmas Holiday
8 Days | Frankfurt to Luzern

See the ornate Christmas Markets in Gengenbach

Enjoy a medieval Banquet dinner
in the cellar of your Schloss
Explore Strasbourg in the Alsace
region of France
Visit magnificent
Hohenzollern Castle

S TAY

Your Frankfurt Hotel –
Maritim Hotel
This first class hotel is in a superb location
near the city centre.

N

1

IGH

See the world’s largest advent
calendar in Gengenbach

DAY 2

Countries visited

The ancient university town of Heidelberg is only an hour’s
drive away. Set in the wooded Neckar Valley, with its twintowered bridge and red sandstone castle, we spend the
morning here. Moving on to delightful Baden Baden you will
have time to explore the Christmas Market, which is set against
the picturesque backdrop of the Kurhaus and the colonnades
lit up by thousands of lights, in the heart of the festively
decorated old town. Late afternoon we drive deep into the
Black Forest to the village of Hornberg where we stay for the
next six nights over Christmas. During your stay all breakfasts
and dinners are included and there is also Turkey lunch on
Christmas Day. Meals: B,D

Germany
France
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Heidelberg, Baden Baden Christmas
Markets and Hornberg

6

S

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Frankfurt:
a city of contrasts – from modern skyscrapers to beautifully
maintained old buildings. There is so much to see and do in
the city centre. Dinner tonight is included in your hotel but
first, enjoy a welcome drink. This is an ideal opportunity
to meet your fellow travellers. Meals: D

Your Black Forest Hotel –
Hotel Schloss Hornberg
IG T
H
This historic stately home is now a family run
3 star hotel, situated in a beautiful park above the valley
in the heart of the Black Forest. This location makes an
excellent base for all of our included excursions.
Please note the Hornberg Hotel has no lift.
N

Spend Christmas in the heart
of the Black Forest

Frankfurt

T

Top 5 highlights

S TAY

DAY 1

DAY 3

Medieval Strasbourg and
picture perfect Gengenbach

After a leisurely departure this morning we cross the River
Rhine and enter France to visit Strasbourg. A local guide will
join us to bring to life this historic medieval town. The rest of
the day is free to explore the old town.
The Christmas Markets around the Place de la Cathédrale
and Place Broglie are beautifully decorated and a delight.
This traditional Christmas Market, which dates back to 1570,
is one of the oldest and finest, and boasts one of the highest
Christmas trees in Europe. Time to do that last minute
shopping, indulge in the mulled wine, ginger biscuits and
‘Bredele’ (small Alsatian biscuits), take in the music,
fabulously decorated trees and folklore displays.
Late afternoon we cross back into Germany and make a very
special stop in the picture postcard village of Gengenbach.
The ornate Christmas markets are set in the old town centre
which dates back hundreds of years. Behind the giant
Christmas tree, the beautiful 18th century town hall becomes
the largest advent calendar in the world. Our visit is timed
so we are in the markets after dusk as the advent calendar
window is opened in celebration. Meals: B,D

S

Days 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7
 Stay 6 nights and celebrate Christmas in
the heart of the Black Forest
 Enjoy a guided village walk, followed by
cookies and glühwein
 Witness the Hornberger shooting –
an annual historical re-enactment
 Spend time in the medieval towns of
Heidelberg, Freiburg & Baden Baden
 Cross into the Alsace region of France to
visit Strasbourg
 See the world’s biggest advent calendar
in Gengenbach
 Explore the massive Hohenzollern Castle
and see beautiful Lake Titisee
 Visit the Schwarzwald Museum & explore
‘Christmas Magic’ in Triberg
 Enjoy a special Medieval Banquet
 Learn how cuckoo clocks are made & enjoy
Black Forest gâteau & coffee

Heidelberg

The Black Forest
Gengenbach

6 HORNBERG
Freiburg
Hofgut Sternen
Lake Titisee

KET

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager

Baden Baden

Triberg

AR

HORNBERG IN THE
BLACK FOREST

Germany

Strasbourg

T
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1

FRANKFURT

France

CH

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in dynamic Frankfurt
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink and Dinner at your hotel

M

4 Christmas Market Visits
Frankfurt, Baden Baden,
Strasbourg and Gengenbach

AS

FRANKFURT

Hohenzollern
Castle

Zürich
Luzern

Switzerland

AVERAGE 139 KMS PER DAY

Day 8
 Transfer to Zürich Airport
or Luzern, where your
tour ends on arrival

Cuckoo Clocks and Lake Titisee

Christmas Eve! An exciting day as we drive through the
conifers and snow covered meadows to reach Hofgut Sternen
- ‘the Black Forest Village’ to discover how cuckoo clocks are
made, and to enjoy Black Forest gâteau and coffee.
Afterwards we enjoy lunchtime on nearby beautiful
Lake Titisee. This afternoon, back at your hotel, we have
included afternoon tea with Christmas biscuits and later
this evening relax and enjoy our traditional festive
Christmas Eve dinner. Meals: B,D

DAY 5

Christmas Day – ‘My Time’ in
Hornberg, a winter walk and the
‘Hornberg Shooting’

Christmas Day as it should be…in a wonderful location –
relaxing, eating, drinking and definitely no Indiana Jones
repeats or visits from long, lost relatives! This is a day to
relax and savour the delights of the valley you are staying in.
Nearby you will find numerous hiking paths and walkways
to enjoy. A Christmas Day Turkey lunch is included at your
hotel. Mid afternoon we have included a guided village walk,
followed by cookies and glühwein (mulled wine). Later
we gather for ‘the Hornberger shooting’. This historical
re-enactment provides insight into the local event which
took place in 1576. Meals: B,L,D

 7 nights authentic, chalet
style hotel accommodation
 15 meals – breakfast (B),
lunch (L) and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine,
beer, soft drink, tea/coffee
with all included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system
on tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices

ZÜRICH/LUZERN

DAY 4

 First class air conditioned
tour coach

For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

DAY 6

Hohenzollern Castle, the
Black Forest Museum and spectacular
‘Christmas Magic’ in Triberg
Boxing Day! We have included a glorious visit to Hohenzollern
Castle with its many towers and turrets which are surrounded
by ramps and fortifications. The castle rises majestically from
atop an 855 metre high mountain overlooking the Swabian
Alb (Highlands). We will use a local shuttle bus to travel up the
wooded road from the coach park to the castle. This afternoon
we continue to the Triberg area to visit the Schwarzwald
Museum (Black Forest Museum) and ‘Christmas Magic’–
a spectacular illumination that transforms the area around the
Triberg waterfalls. Meals: B,D

The German Christmas Holiday
is just one of many experiences
you can enjoy in France or
Germany. View each destination
page or contact us.
French Tours
German Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

DAY 7

Gothic Freiburg and a
medieval Banquet dinner

This morning we are joined by our local guide when we visit
the capital of the Black Forest – the Gothic city of Freiburg.
Sensitively restored, Freiburg is one of the most charming
German cities located where the Black Forest meets the Rhine
Plain. Arcaded shopping streets and little streams lead through
the old town to its great Gothic Münster with a splendid tower
and richly decorated interior. Tonight we indulge in our farewell
Medieval Banquet in the cellars of the Schloss. Meals: B,D

DAY 8

To Luzern

This morning it is time to say farewell as your tour ends with
a transfer to Luzern, via Zürich (drop off at Airport and train
station in the city centre). We recommend that you book flights
that depart Zürich after 2pm today. Meals: B

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.
www.albatrosstours.com
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Christmas in the
Austrian Tyrol
11 Days | Munich to Munich

“This tour lived up to my expectations in all
aspects. Loved the bobsled ride – the anticipation
beforehand then the thrill of the high after it.
The variety of activities was great, we got a lot
of experiences that many other tours would not
have. Five nights in Neustift gave us time to do
the organised activities as as well as our own
time in the snow. Amazing!” Barbara
38

Celebrate Christmas surrounded by mountain peaks during your stay in Neustift
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5 Christmas Market Visits
Munich, Salzburg, Innsbruck.
Berchtesgaden and Hall

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

CH

AVERAGE 78 KMS PER DAY

KET

FÜSSEN IN BAVARIA

MUNICH

SALZBURG

Day 10
 Spend your farewell evening in the
delightful Bavarian village of Füssen
 Drive over the beautiful Fern Pass & visit
‘Mad’ King Ludwig’s Fairytale Castle

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in cosmopolitan Munich
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink and Dinner at your hotel

Days 2, 3 & 4
 Stay 3 nights in baroque Salzburg
 Visit ‘The Sound of Music’ wedding church in Mondsee
 Be guided through Salzburg’s enchanting old town and
shop in the wonderful Christmas markets
 Dine in a local restaurant
 Enjoy a boat ride across beautiful Lake Chiemsee and visit
King Ludwig’s stunning Herrenchiemsee Palace
 Experience a horse and carriage ride from Filzmoos to the
Oberhofalm Mountain Hut
 Dine in Salzburg’s oldest beer cellar

1 MUNICH

Germany

Herrenchiemsee

Bavaria

FŰSSEN 1

Mondsee

3 SALZBURG

Prien

Neuschwanstein Castle

Austria

Berchtesgaden
Filzmoos

Fern Pass

NEUSTIFT IN THE STUBAI VALLEY
Swarovski Crystal World
Innsbruck

5

Top 5 highlights
Visit King Ludwig’s stunning
Herrenchiemsee Palace & fairytale
Neuschwanstein Castle
Explore Salzburg and Innsbruck’s
Christmas Markets
Take a horse and carriage ride
through the beautiful countryside
Experience the thrill of riding
down an Olympic bobsled run & a
fun filled adventure through the
Berchtesgaden Salt Mines

Countries visited
Germany
Austria

S TAY

DAY 1

Munich

Your tour commences this evening at your hotel. Shopping
is always excellent in Munich – particularly around the town
hall and the decorated, wooden, Christmas market stalls.
Before your Bavarian style buffet dinner enjoy a welcome
drink in the hotel. Meals: D

S TAY

1

Your Munich Hotel –
N
Maritim Hotel
IGH
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in
the city centre near the central railway station, and just a
few minutes’ walk from the main pedestrian shopping mall.

DAY 2

Herrenchiemsee Palace
and pretty Mondsee

First stop of the day will be at the beautiful lake Chiemsee
where we enjoy a boat ride across the lake to visit
King Ludwig’s stunning Herrenchiemsee Palace. Lunchtime
will be back in the lakeside town of Prien am Chiemsee.
In the afternoon we drive into Austria, to enjoy a stop in the
pretty town of Mondsee, by Lake Mondsee. Make sure you
visit the church made famous in the wedding scene of the
film ‘The Sound of Music’. We will stay the next three nights
in charming Salzburg – the baroque city of Mozart, sitting
beneath its enormous Festung (Fortress). Meals: B,D

3

Your Salzburg Hotel –
Imlauer Hotel Pitter
IG T
H
First opened in 1864, this family run, 4 star
superior hotel enjoys a central location close to
many of the famous landmarks and sights of Salzburg.
N

Enjoy Christmas in the heart of a
Tyrolean village

Igls
Stubai Valley

Days 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9
 Stay 5 nights and celebrate Christmas in Neustift - a delightful Tyrolean village
 Experience a Christmas Eve dinner in a Tyrolean restaurant
 Wake up on Christmas Day surrounded by massive snow covered peaks
 Explore the winter wonderland of the Stubai Valley
 Relax in beautiful Berchtesgaden and have fun down the historic Salt Mines
 Visit Innsbruck, Swarovski Crystal Worlds and the ancient town of Hall
 In Bergisel, stand on top of the astounding ski jump
 Ride on a thrilling ‘bobsled’ down the Olympic run in Igls

T

NEUSTIFT

The Tyrol

S

Hall

DAY 3

Salzburg sightseeing
and Christmas Markets

This morning an expert local guide joins us for a walking
tour to show you all the major sites. As a finalé you will
gather amongst the fir trees in the small stone courtyard of
the St Peter’s Keller, dating back to the 1500’s and Salzburg’s
oldest restaurant, for a hot drink and biscuits. The rest of your
day is entirely at leisure for you to enjoy this marvellous city
with its winding cobblestoned streets, churches, Christmas
decorations and shops. Take time to visit the huge castle for a
fascinating view and don’t forget to soak up the atmosphere
of the famous Salzburg Christmas Markets. Meals: B
continued

www.albatrosstours.com
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CHRISTMAS TOUR

Unforgettable
Moments
by Michele Zavaglia
We have such incredibly fond
memories of our Christmas in
the Austrian Tyrol tour. It is a
Christmas that my husband,
our two children and I will
never forget!

There were so many highlights
including the magical day we
spent wandering around the old
town of Salzburg, and drinking
a mug or two of gluhwein at
the Christmas markets (a great
way to stay warm!). Riding down
the wooden slide in the Salt
Mines and playing in the snow
on the top of the Stubai Glacier
was also very memorable.
Visiting Neuschwanstein Castle
had been at the top of my bucket
list for many years and it certainly
lived up to my expectations!
I also highly recommend tackling
the 8km sled run which was only
a short cable car ride from our
hotel in Neustift – so much fun!

40

Enjoy an entire day to explore Salzburg including the famous Christmas Markets

Filzmoos and a horse drawn
carriage ride

Driving south, we stop at the ski resort of Filzmoos where
we board a horse drawn carriage to enjoy a ride through this
winter wonderland. Passing through the snowy woods, and
surrounded by majestic mountains, we reach the remote
Oberhofalm alpine hut which provides a perfect lunchtime
stop. Dinner tonight is in a local restaurant. Meals: B,D

DAY 5

Berchtesgaden, Salt Mines and
Swarovski Crystal

Driving deep into the Bavarian Mountains we stop to explore
the famous, historical town of Berchtesgaden and later, enjoy
a fun filled ride deep into the old Salt Mines. After dressing
up in a salt miner’s uniform, we ride on a small train deep
underground, take wooden slides (or steps) and then float on
a barge across a crystal clear underground lake, beautifully
illuminated by a light show. Later we follow the spectacular
Inn Valley through the Tyrol to the town of Wattens where we
visit the Swarovski ‘Kristallwelten’ (Crystal World) a weird and wonderful crystal experience. After crossing the
Europabrücke (Europe’s second highest bridge) we enter the
glorious Stubai Valley. This is a winter playground with villages
lining the valley floor whilst mountains soar up to 3,000 metres
either side. Our home for the next five nights is in the Tyrolean
village of Neustift. What a magnificent location to enjoy
Christmas! Meals: B,D

S TAY

5

Your Neustift accommodation –
Sportpension Elisabeth
IG T
H
Set in the very heart of the picturesque town,
the family run Sportpension Elisabeth is a picture
perfect ‘hotel style’ residence. With a distinctly wooden
chalet feeling and warm décor, the Elisabeth has a
delightful ambience and traditional Tyrolean feel. You’ll
also find a sauna and steam room. Please note luggage
porterage is not available.

S

DAY 4

N

Prior to the tour we had spent
a week on our own exploring
Paris, which was fun but
exhausting! From the moment
we joined our tour in Munich we
felt relaxed. We no longer had
to worry about getting from
place to place and now had
the company of a wonderful
group of people including
other families, couples and
people travelling on their own.

DAY 6

Innsbruck, medieval Hall and
Bergisel ski jump

This morning we drive down the valley to Innsbruck.
Our first stop is to visit the massive ski jump at Bergisel.
Taking a funicular train to the top you will find a café, ski jump
memorabilia and a viewing platform where you can look
right down the steep take off run. Amazing! Later spend time
exploring Innsbruck’s Old Town. Make sure you enjoy the
picture perfect Christmas markets in the old medieval square
beneath the famous ‘Golden Roof’. In the afternoon we visit
Hall, the oldest town in the Tyrol and also considered perhaps
the prettiest. You will discover unspoiled, narrow medieval
alleys, period townhouses and even a castle. And in the centre
at dusk, the picturesque Christmas Markets! Back in Neustift,
dinner is in a local restaurant. Meals: B,D

YOU’LL BE LOOKED AFTER BY AN EXPERIENCED TOUR MANAGER, HAND-PICKED FOR THEIR ART OF HOSPITALITY AND LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

Christmas in the Austrian Tyrol | 11 Days | Munich to Munich

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 10 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 17 meals – breakfast (B)
and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine, beer,
soft drink, tea/coffee with all
included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system on
tour
Ride on a thrilling ‘bobsled’ in Igls

 Free WiFi at most hotels

© Olympiaworld Innsbruck

Your day is free to explore and enjoy! Whether you are a ‘super
active snow sports’ person or a ‘take it easy and relax’ person
there is so much to enjoy. All along the length of the valley
there are numerous forested ‘winter walks’ which often double
as Nordic or Cross Country ski paths. In your village there is
a small ice skating rink and the longest natural tobogganing
track in the Tyrol. And on several evenings a week there is
also night-time tobogganing along forested tracks lit with
lanterns! Tonight, your special Christmas Eve dinner is in a local
restaurant. Meals: B,D

DAY 8

Christmas Day –
Olympic Bobsled ride

Spend Christmas morning relaxing in Neustift. This afternoon,
do we have a huge adventure planned for you! We visit the
ski resort of Igls and the incredible Olympic bobsled run.
Standing there as bobsleds zoom right past you is an amazing
experience! And yes, for those that want to… we have included
a run for you in a 5 man bobsled! You will be happy to know
that it is a fully experienced pilot that steers you as you speed
at up to 90 kms per hour, hurtling around 10 icy curves,
including the famous 270 degree, steeply embanked ‘Kreisel’
turn! (Note: the bobsled rules state it is only for people aged
12 years and older, and at least 130 cm tall. Please also ensure
your Travel Insurance covers this exciting activity). Meals: B

DAY 9

Boxing Day – ‘My Time’
in the mountains

Your day is free to explore and enjoy. The huge peaks all around
are easily accessible by cable cars and mountain gondolas
and at all ‘drop off’ points there are large restaurants, cafés
and restroom facilities – usually with panoramic views. On the
Stubai Glacier, the Mutterberg gondola stops at an altitude of
3,333 metres where there is a restaurant and an observation
platform called the ‘Top of the Tyrol’. The views are enormous,
spanning across the jagged Alps, one way to Italy and the other
into Germany. Paragliding is also available for the adventurous
and the skiing is of course, fabulous. Meals: B

DAY 10

Fairytale Neuschwanstein Castle
& Füssen

Driving up over the beautiful Fern Pass we enter Southern
Bavaria and visit the tiny village of Hohenschwangau. After
a brisk walk uphill you enjoy a guided tour of one of the
most inspiring and famous castles in the world – ‘Mad’ King
Ludwig’s romantic Neuschwanstein Castle. The staterooms,
halls and throne room are all reminiscent of a Wagner
operatic saga. Later we continue to the nearby picturesque
town of Füssen where we will be staying tonight. Füssen
is delightful! Stretches of the original Roman defensive
walls are still in place, and the town’s historic character is
particularly evident along the cobblestoned Reichenstrasse.
High above, the old castle of the Prince-Bishops of Augsburg
dominates the town. Tonight, enjoy a farewell dinner in
your hotel. Meals: B,D
S TAY

1

Your Bavarian Hotel –
N
Hotel Hirsch
IGH
Superbly located in the picturesque town of
Füssen, the elegant Hotel Hirsch, built in the ‘Art Nouveau’
style, has been owned by the same Bavarian family
for four generations.

T

DAY 7

Christmas Eve in a winter paradise

 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

The Christmas in the Austrian
Tyrol tour is just one of many
you can enjoy in Germany and
Austria. View each destination
page or contact us.
Austrian Tours
German Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

DAY 11

Munich

This morning your tour comes to an end with a transfer to
Munich, to arrive mid morning. We will make stops at the
central railway station, Maritim Hotel and Munich airport.
We recommend that you book flights or trains that depart
Munich after 2pm today. For those of you joining one of our
wonderful New Year Tours that begin in Luzern or Milan,
the good news is, we have arranged complimentary Group
transfers. Meals: B

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com
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Austrian White Christmas
10 Days | Vienna to Munich

“Our Austrian White
Christmas holiday was
excellent value for money
and I would recommend it to
anyone looking for a wonderful
Christmas experience.” Barbara

42

Admire the beautiful Christmas lights in the famous Graben district of Vienna

S

CH

AR

AS

T
R IS M

M

4 Christmas Market Visits
Vienna, Schönbrunn Palace,
Salzburg, Berchtesgaden

KET

VIENNA
Days 1 & 2
 Stay 2 nights in imperial Vienna
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink and Dinner
at your hotel
 Be guided through the staterooms of
the magnificent Schönbrunn Palace
 Enjoy ‘My Time’ to explore
glorious Vienna

MUNICH
Days 9 & 10
 Visit Prien, cruise across Lake Chiemsee
to enjoy a guided tour of the Royal Palace
of Herrenchiemsee
 Stay 1 night in Munich, and enjoy a
Farewell Dinner

VIENNA
MUNICH

1

Melk

2

Austria

Germany
Mondsee

Herrenchiemsee

Oberndorf
Salzburg
Berchtesgaden
Königssee

6 ST WOLFGANG

St Gilgen

Strobl

ST. WOLFGANG

Bad Ischl

Days 3 to 8
 Stay 6 nights over Christmas in the fabulous, first class
Spa Hotel – the White Horse Inn beside Lake Wolfgangsee
 Experience a traditional Christmas Eve Celebration dinner,
Christmas Day Turkey lunch & ‘Farewell to St Wolfgang’ dinner
 Relax on a horse drawn carriage ride on Christmas Day
 Enjoy a Salzburg walking tour & a hot drink and biscuits
in Salzburg’s oldest restaurant
 Visit the famous ‘Silent Night’ Chapel & picturesque
Königssee town
 Cruise across Lake Wolfgangsee to visit Strobl
 Dress up and take a trip down the Berchtesgaden Salt Mines
 Explore beautiful Hallstatt & St Gilgen and ride high on the
Katrin Mountain cable car

Austrian Lakes District
Hallstatt

Hohe Tauern National Park

AVERAGE 123 KMS PER DAY

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

Wake up on Christmas Day at the
famous White Horse Inn beside
glorious Lake Wolfgangsee
Experience fabulous
Christmas Markets
Explore stunning Melk Monastery
by the Danube

Enjoy a horse drawn carriage ride
on Christmas Day

Countries visited
Austria

DAY 2

Your tour commences this evening in the Imperial city of
Vienna. If you have arrived today on your international flight,
experience tells us it is best to keep active through this
afternoon and Vienna is such a wonderful city at this time of
year with so much to see and do. Dinner tonight is included
in your hotel, but first enjoy a welcome drink. This is an ideal
opportunity to meet your fellow Christmas travellers.
Meals: D

This morning we are joined by a local guide for a panoramic
city drive past all the sights, gardens and monuments of this
Imperial City, from the State Opera House to the Hofburg
Palace. We have included entrance and a guided tour through
the State Apartments of the magnificent Royal summer
residence – the Schönbrunn Palace. Later you have time to
explore the Christmas Markets in the Palace courtyard.

Vienna

S TAY

Your Vienna Hotel –
Regina Hotel
This family run, first class hotel is located
a few minutes’ walk from all the cultural places
of interest and downtown shopping areas.

2

IG

N

Take a cable car to the top of the
Katrin Mountain

DAY 1

S

Top 5 highlights

HT

Vienna sightseeing, Schönbrunn
Palace and Christmas Markets

Your afternoon is completely free. Relax and enjoy this
enchanting city of museums and style. You simply must
indulge in the world of the traditional Viennese coffee houses.
How about a tall aromatic coffee and a calorie-busting
apfel strudel? Maybe a rich chocolate torten cake? Mmmm!
The Christmas shopping is excellent under the beautiful
illuminations of the broad, pedestrian mall. Try the excellent
Christmas Markets outside the Town Hall where you will find
mulled wine, ginger biscuits, music, stunningly decorated trees
and folklore displays. Meals: B
continued

Germany
www.albatrosstours.com
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CHRISTMAS TOUR

Charming
Christmas
by Stephen York
We had the most wonderful
festive holiday on the Austrian
White Christmas tour. Vienna
is such a magical city to
start this trip, with its Imperial
Palaces and unique, bustling
Christmas Markets, it really
comes alive at Christmas.

One of the joys of travelling
through Austria at Christmas
is the local cuisine. From
the sauerkraut and the
regionally made wurst, to the
traditional weiner schnitzel
and ‘Kartoffelpuffer’ (potato
with apple sauce), there’s
not much we didn’t enjoy.
Of course, you should also treat
yourself to one of the many
fantastic ales or local wines!
Salzburg and Vienna were
our favourite cities, however
one of our fondest memories
was our ‘hand in hand’ walk
along the foreshore of the lake,
looking across the water to the
picturesque Alps. We started in
warm sunshine, but we were soon
walking through light snowfall,
creating a truly memorable
experience on ‘our’ Austrian Lake.

44

Stay 6 nights over Christmas in the first class White Horse Inn beside Lake Wolfgangsee
S TAY

DAY 3

Joining the Danube at Melk, we have included entrance and a
privately guided tour through the enormous Melk Monastery
– an astonishing baroque creation. Later we continue to the
Salzkammergut – a land of clear alpine air and blue mountain
lakes which formed the stunning back drop to the famous
film ‘The Sound of Music’. Before we reach our hotel we will
stop in the village of Mondsee, on Lake Mondsee, to visit the
film’s ‘wedding church’. Our hotel for the next six nights over
Christmas is in gorgeous St. Wolfgang, on the extraordinarily
picturesque Lake Wolfgangsee, set with a splendid backdrop
of snow covered mountains and peaks. Before dinner, enjoy
mulled wine or hot chocolate and cookies. Throughout your
stay we have included daily hot and cold buffet breakfast and
4 course dinners with a choice of menu. Highlight of your stay
will be a traditional Christmas Eve Celebration dinner and a
Christmas Day Turkey lunch. Meals: B,D

6

S

Your St. Wolfgang Hotel –
The ‘Weisses Rössl’
IG T
H
(translated – the White Horse Inn)
This excellent, chalet style 4 star hotel is located
directly on Lake Wolfgangsee, in the heart of St Wolfgang.
The hotel consists of nine historic townhouses, merged into
one, and nestled along the lake shore. This is a spa hotel,
and it even has a heated pool and steaming spa bath set
in a pontoon, floating on the lake. The atmosphere is
charming with traditional Austrian wooden decor, and
the dining is excellent!

Baroque Melk Monastery
and Mondsee

N

We then we escaped to the
countryside where we spent
6 nights over Christmas in the
gorgeous town of St Wolfgang.
Our hotel was superb, right
on the edge of the lake –
‘Wolfgang See’ and boasts
a panoramic restaurant with
views directly across the lake.

DAY 4

The Silent Night Chapel,
Salzburg sightseeing, ‘My Time’
and Christmas Markets

We have included a full day excursion today. Enroute to
Salzburg our first stop is at the nearby village of Oberndorf
where we visit the famous Silent Night Chapel on the site where
the Christmas carol was first performed. We then continue on
to Salzburg – the baroque city of Mozart sitting beneath its
enormous Festung (Fortress). A walking tour with an expert
local guide will introduce you to this enchanting city, including
several locations used in the film ‘The Sound of Music’. As a
finale you will gather amongst the fir trees in the small stone
courtyard of the St Peter’s Keller, dating back to the 1500’s and
Salzburg’s oldest restaurant, for a hot drink and biscuits. The
rest of the day is free to enjoy the city. The huge castle makes a
fascinating visit and don’t forget to soak up the atmosphere of
the famous Salzburg Christmas Markets. Meals: B,D

GRAND VILLAS, BOUTIQUE HOTELS, RESTORED CASTLES… YOUR ACCOMMODATION IS AUTHENTIC

Austrian White Christmas | 10 Days | Vienna to Munich

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 9 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 18 meals – breakfast (B),
lunch (L) and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine, beer,
soft drink, tea/coffee with all
included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system on
tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
Take the stunning cable car ride to the top of Katrin Mountain

Beautiful Lake Königssee,
Berchtesgaden & Salt Mines

Heading deep into the Bavarian mountains we visit what is
perhaps the most beautiful Alpine lake of all, Königssee –
famous the world over for its steep cliffs and fjord like lake.
Lunchtime will be enjoyed in Berchtesgaden, then later we
enjoy a fun filled ride which takes us deep into the old Salt
Mines near Berchtesgaden. After dressing up in a salt miner’s
uniform, we ride on a small train deep underground, take
wooden slides (or steps) and then float on a barge across a
crystal clear underground lake, beautifully illuminated by a
light show. Meals: B,D

DAY 6

Christmas Eve – stunning Hallstatt,
St Gilgen and Katrin Mountain
cable car

There is nothing quite like a day in the mountains! This morning
in Bad Ischl we take a cable car to the top of Katrin Mountain to
enjoy the sweeping views of the mountains and valleys of the
Salzkammergut. Driving deeper into the lakes district we enjoy
lunchtime in Hallstatt. Set on a rocky terrace jutting into the
quiet dark water of the lake surrounded by towering peaks, this
is perhaps the most beautiful town in Austria. We will also enjoy
an afternoon stop in the village of St Gilgen on the northern end
of Lake Wolfgangsee. A wonderful day, and tonight, enjoy a
festive traditional Christmas Eve celebration dinner. Meals: B,D

DAY 7

Christmas Day – ‘My Time’ in
St. Wolfgang, and a horse drawn
carriage ride

Christmas Day as it should be….in a wonderful location – at
leisure, relaxing and enjoying the delights of your hotel.
Maybe pamper yourself in the hotel spa, or swim in the heated
pool or relax in the steaming spa set in a pontoon on the lake?
The views are incredible. A turkey lunch has been included,
and the highlight of today will be your ride in a horse drawn
carriage through the stunning local countryside. Meals: B,L,D

DAY 8

‘My Time’ in St Wolfgang and
lake cruise to Strobl

Dates & Prices

Boxing Day! Your morning is at leisure to enjoy your hotel’s
excellent wellness facilities, explore the village or go on a
winter walk along the picturesque lakeside. In the afternoon
we will take a cruise across the lake to the village of Strobl.
Tonight, in our White Horse Inn, we enjoy a ‘Farewell
to St Wolfgang’ dinner, to bring this amazing week to a
close. Meals: B,D

DAY 9

Extravagant Herrenchiemsee Palace
and Munich
Entering Germany, we stop in the town of Prien on Lake
Chiemsee. Here we board a boat to cross over to the island
of Herreninsel where we enjoy a guided tour through
‘Mad’ King Ludwig’s Royal Palace of Herrenchiemsee.
Utterly extravagant, the State Rooms were modelled on
the Palace of Versailles. Later, we continue to Munich for
our final evening together and celebrate with a
Farewell dinner. Meals: B,D

S TAY

For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

The Austrian White Christmas
tour is just one of many you can
enjoy in Austria or Germany.
View each destination page or
contact us.
Austrian Tours
German Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

1

Your Munich Hotel –
N
Eden Hotel Wolff
IGH
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in
the city centre near the central railway station, and just a
few minutes’ walk from the main pedestrian shopping mall.

T

DAY 5

 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

DAY 10

Munich

Your Christmas tour is now complete, and it is time to say
farewell. For those of you joining one of our wonderful New
Year Tours that begin in Luzern or Milan, the good news is, we
have arranged complimentary Group transfers. Meals: B

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com
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German Fairytale Christmas
10 Days | Frankfurt to Luzern

“The tour encapsulated so many
highlights of Germany and its alpine
treasures, that we could never have
been able to see on our own.” Helen

46

Tour the land of castles, including the great Neuschwanstein Castle

Würzburg

ROTHENBURG

2

Nürnberg

Germany

Days 9 & 10
 Stay 1 night in lakeside Luzern
 Visit Vaduz in the Principality of
Liechtenstein
 Explore historic Luzern with its
covered bridges
 Enjoy a farewell dinner and
Swiss Folklore Show in a local
restaurant

KET

CH

Bamberg

France

LUZERN

AR

S

FRANKFURT
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Day 1
 Stay 1 night in dynamic Frankfurt
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink and
Dinner at your hotel

6 Christmas Market Visits
Frankfurt, Rothenburg,
Würzburg, Bamberg, Nürnberg
and Munich

1

AS

FRANKFURT

Bavaria

Liechtenstein

ROTHENBURG
Days 2 & 3
 Stay 2 nights in the cobblestoned streets of
Rothenburg
 Enjoy a torchlight Night Watchman walking tour
 Visit baroque Würzburg, medieval Nürnberg,
UNESCO listed Bamberg and Munich

Munich

Wieskirche
Oberammergau
Linderhof
Garmisch- Partenkirchen

FÜSSEN 5

Neuschwanstein Castle
Hohenschwangau Castle

LUZERN

Austria

Vaduz

1

Switzerland
FÜSSEN
Days 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8
 Stay 5 nights and celebrate Christmas in the Bavarian town of Füssen
 Enjoy a traditional Christmas Eve dinner
 Relax on a horse drawn carriage ride on Christmas Day
 Be guided through Neuschwanstein & Hohenschwangau Castles
 Enjoy breath taking views on a cable car ride to Tegelberg
 Enjoy lunch in a local restaurant
 Explore Garmisch-Partenkirchen’s pedestrian heart and visit the
mesmerising Olympic ski jump and stadium
 Visit picturesque Wieskirche & extravagant Linderhof Palace

AVERAGE 134 KMS PER DAY

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

Spend Christmas in an ancient village
at the foot of the Bavaria Alps
Relax on a horse drawn carriage ride
Explore King Ludwig’s
extravagant castles

Discover the Principality
of Liechtenstein

Countries visited
Germany
Liechtenstein
Austria

Frankfurt

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Frankfurt:
a city of contrasts – from modern skyscrapers to beautifully
maintained old buildings. There is so much to see and do in the
city centre. Dinner tonight is included in your hotel but first,
enjoy a welcome drink. This is an ideal opportunity to meet
your fellow travellers. Meals: D
S TAY

Your Frankfurt Hotel –
Maritim Hotel
This first class hotel is in a superb location
near the city centre.

N

1

IGH

DAY 2

Würzburg Christmas Markets, ‘My
Time’ in Rothenburg Ob Der Tauber
and a Night Watchman torchlit walk

stay two nights. Your afternoon is free to enjoy the delightful
cobblestoned streets, ramparts and turrets of picture perfect
Rothenburg. A ‘must do’ is a visit to the famous ‘Christmas
Shop’ known for its stunning displays. The Christmas Markets,
set in the narrow alleys, 50 yards from your hotel, are perhaps
the quaintest you will ever see. This evening, after dinner in
your hotel, we have included a special treat – a torchlight tour
with the Night Watchman through the beautifully preserved
ramparts and winding streets. Meals: B,D
S TAY

Your Rothenburg Hotel –
Tilman Riemenschneider
This splendid old half timbered hotel is
superbly located inside the old medieval walls
barely 50 paces from the central market square.

2

IG

N

Take a cable car ride to Tegelberg

DAY 1

T

Top 5 highlights

S

5

HT

continued

We soon reach the baroque city of Würzburg, starting point
of the ‘Romantic Road’, where we explore the Altstadt (old
town) with its Christmas markets scattered amongst the
historic buildings. We then continue to nearby Rothenburg,
possibly the finest medieval city in all of Europe, where we

Switzerland
www.albatrosstours.com
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CHRISTMAS TOUR

A Real
Fairytale
by Terri Megarry

We expected to arrive on the
other side of the world to see
snow but kept getting told that it
was unseasonably warm! As we
were enjoying lunch on Christmas
Day someone moaned that it was
starting to rain. My children ran
outside with joy, this wasn’t rain, it
was the first snow of the season
and it couldn’t have arrived at a
more perfect time. We wanted a
White Christmas and that’s what
we got. Mind you, once the snow
started, it didn’t stop! Our tour
did indeed become a magical
German Fairytale Christmas.

48

Image taken by Albatross traveller A Raso

DAY 3

Bamberg and Nürnberg
Christmas Markets

We have included a full day excursion. First stop is the
nearby UNESCO World Heritage listed city of Bamberg,
which boasts hundreds of buildings, mansions and palaces
displaying the various stages of architecture dating back
1,000 years. Famous for its unique ‘smoked’ beer and
antique shops – Bamberg is one of Germany’s best kept
secrets. In the afternoon we continue to the massive stone
towers and gates of medieval Nürnberg. Once the setting for
enormous Nazi rallies and the War Crimes trials, Nürnberg now
boasts extensive pedestrian walkways and the most splendid
Christmas Markets in Europe. This huge market has a unique
law that only traditional Christmas artefacts are allowed for
sale. As dusk approaches, the music and singing, Christmas
lights and smell of mulled wine, roasting sausages, chestnuts
and sweets fill the air. We return to Rothenburg
early evening. Meals: B

DAY 4

Munich Christmas Markets
and delightful Füssen

Travelling south we reach Munich, capital of Bavaria, late
morning. Rebuilt since the war, the central walking precinct is a
mass of people and activity. The shopping is excellent. Perhaps
take lunch in one of the numerous cafés or a giant Beer Hall?
A perfect place for some final Christmas shopping (and yes
there are Christmas Markets all around the old Town Hall).

Mid afternoon we continue to the picturesque town of Füssen
where we stay the next five nights. Füssen is delightful!
Stretches of the original Roman defensive walls are still in
place, and the town’s historic character is particularly evident
along the cobbled Reichenstrasse. High above, the old castle
of the Prince-Bishops of Augsburg dominates the town.
All dinners, including traditional Christmas Eve dinner,
‘Farewell to Bavaria’ dinner, and two lunches are included
over the next five nights. Meals: B,D
S TAY

5

Your Bavarian Alps Christmas
Hotel – Hotel Hirsch
IG T
H
This superbly located hotel, in the town of Füssen,
was built in the ‘Art Nouveau’ style and has been owned by
the same family for four generations.
N

We made a snap decision
in Sydney on Christmas Day
that we wanted to experience
a White Christmas. My Dad,
husband, two children and I
booked the German Fairytale
Christmas with Albatross Tours
for following year. We loved
every moment, everything ran
very smoothly. We had a very
knowledgeable guide in Victor
and loads of time to explore a
beautiful part of the world.

Spend Christmas in the picturesque town of Füssen

S

We had the pleasure of
joining the German Fairytale
Christmas tour.

DAY 5

Neuschwanstein and
Hohenschwangau Castle visits

What better way to start the day than a visit to the
‘fairytale’ Neuschwanstein Castle! After a brisk walk uphill
you will enjoy a guided tour inside the King’s apartments,
staterooms, halls and throne room all reminiscent of a
Wagner operatic saga.
Lunch is included in a local restaurant. This afternoon we will
also visit the neo-Gothic Hohenschwangau Castle. Rich in
history, you will find the interior typical of the Castles of the
Knights of the Middle Ages, with its ‘Hall of Heroes’, paintings
and suits of armour. Meals: B,L,D

INCLUDED DINING IS DELIGHTFUL – ENJOY THE LOCAL FLAVOURS AND WINES OF THE REGION YOU VISIT

German Fairytale Christmas | 10 Days | Frankfurt to Luzern

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 9 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 19 meals – breakfast (B),
lunch (L) and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine, beer,
soft drink, tea/coffee with all
included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system on
tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

Relax on a horse drawn carriage ride on Christmas Day
Image taken by Euan Landsborough

‘My Time’ in Füssen and Wieskirche

Your morning is at leisure in delightful Füssen. Take time to
walk through the very picturesque and historic part of the
town with its Christmas decorations and shops. (Shops open
until lunchtime). This afternoon we visit the richly decorated
Wieskirche (Church in the Meadows) with its incredible painted
ceilings. Tonight enjoy a traditional Christmas Eve dinner in a
local restaurant. Meals: B,D

DAY 7

Christmas Day – ride on the
Tegelberg cable car and in a
horse drawn carriage

Christmas as it should be - relaxing, eating, drinking and
definitely no Indiana Jones repeats, washing up and
unwelcome long-lost relatives! A highlight today will be
a cable car ride up to Tegelberg to take in the breathtaking
views down onto the majestic Neuschwanstein and
Hohenschwangau Castles far below. Time to take those
‘perfect’ photos. Enjoy a Christmas Day lunch at your hotel
and this afternoon we relax and enjoy a ride in a horse drawn
carriage through the local countryside. Meals: B,L,D

DAY 8

Linderhof Palace, ‘My Time’ in
Garmisch & Oberammergau

First stop of the day will be a visit to Linderhof, an
extravagant French Rococo Palace – yet another of
King Ludwig’s amazing creations. Lunchtime is in
Germany’s premiere ski resort of Garmisch-Partenkirchen.
Before ‘My Time’ in town, we will visit the mesmerising,

enormous ski-jump and stadium, made famous in the film
‘Eddie the Eagle’. In the afternoon we stop in the pretty
‘Passion Play’ village of Oberammergau, famous for its
ornately painted houses and shops. Meals: B,D

DAY 9

Vaduz and ‘My Time’
in lakeside Luzern

Driving across the mountains and valleys of Western Austria
we soon reach the city of Vaduz, capital of the Principality of
Liechtenstein, a tiny country on the border of Switzerland.
Soon afterwards we head into Switzerland and spend the
afternoon in the lovely lakeside town of Luzern with its
covered wooden bridges. Your farewell dinner tonight
promises to be an unforgettable experience as we dine
in a local Swiss Restaurant. Relax and soak up the unique
atmosphere as you enjoy traditional Swiss fare and
a Folklore show. Meals: B,D

The German Fairytale Christmas
tour is just one of many you
can enjoy in Austria, Germany
or Switzerland. View each
destination page or contact us.
Austrian Tours
German Tours
Switzerland Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

S TAY

Your Luzern Hotel –
Hotel Schweizerhof
This 5 star hotel located on the banks of the
Lake, in the heart of Luzern’s old town, is one of
Switzerland’s finest hotels.

N
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DAY 6

DAY 10

Luzern

Sadly your Christmas tour is now complete, and it is time to bid
farewell. For those of you joining one of our wonderful New
Year Tours that begin in Munich or Milan, the good news is,
we have arranged complimentary Group transfers. Meals: B

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com
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Christmas in an
Italian Castle
11 Days | Munich to Milan

“A wonderful tour with
many highlights including
making snow angels
at the ski resort of
Cortina d’Ampezzo.”
Sheryl

50

Celebrate Christmas in stunning Castelbrando, in the foothills of the Italian Dolomites

Oberndorf

Germany

INNSBRUCK
Days 4 & 5
 Stay 2 nights in medieval Innsbruck
 Visit Swarovski Crystal Worlds
 Explore medieval Innsbruck with its
famous ‘Golden Roof’
 Visit Neuschwanstein Castle,
Oberammergau & Kloster
Ettal Monastery

Salzburg

Kloster Ettal

2
INNSBRUCK

Switzerland

Austria

Wattens

Cortina d’Ampezzo

Dolomites

Days 10 & 11
 Stay 1 night in stylish Milan
 Relax in picturesque Sirmione
on the shores of Lake Garda
 Enjoy a farewell dinner in a
local restaurant

CH

2
Hallstatt

FUSCHL

CASTELBRANDO
Days 6, 7, 8 & 9
 Stay 4 nights and celebrate Christmas in a stunning Italian Castle
in the foothills of the Italian Dolomites
 Enjoy a 5 course Christmas Day lunch, accompanied by local wines
 Take the Brenner Pass across the Alps to visit Bolzano, and follow
the dramatic Valsugana through the majestic Dolomites
 In Bolzano, see Ötzi – the mummified Ice man
 Explore the canals and hump backed bridges of Venice with
a local guide
 Spend Boxing Day in the chic ski resort of Cortina d’Ampezzo

CASTELBRANDO

4

Italy
Lake Garda

1

Mondsee

Days 2 & 3
 Stay 2 nights in Fuschl in the Austrian Lakes District
 Experience a torch light walk through the village
 Visit ‘The Sound of Music’ church in Mondsee &
beautiful lakeside Hallstatt
 Enjoy a Salzburg walking tour & a hot drink and
biscuits in Salzburg’s oldest restaurant
 Visit the ‘Silent Night’ Chapel

The Tyrol

Bolzano

MILAN

KET

FUSCHL

Oberammergau
Neuschwanstein
Castle

AR

S

1 MUNICH

T
R IS M

M

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in cosmopolitan Munich
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink and Dinner at your hotel

4 Christmas Market Visits
Munich, Innsbruck, Salzburg
and Bolzano

AS

MUNICH

Venice
Sirmione

MILAN
AVERAGE 169 KMS PER DAY

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

Explore the picturesque
Austrian Lakes District
Shop in Salzburg’s & Innsbruck’s
traditional Christmas markets
Discover romantic Venice
Visit the chic ski resort town of
Cortina d’Ampezzo

Countries visited
Germany
Austria
Italy

S TAY

1

Your Munich Hotel –
N
Maritim Hotel
IGH
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in the
city centre just a few minutes' walk from the main
pedestrian shopping mall.

DAY 2

Mondsee, beautiful Hallstatt
and lakeside Fuschl

A leisurely start as we cross into Austria to spend lunchtime in
Mondsee on Lake Mondsee, and visit the church made famous
in the wedding scene of the film ‘The Sound of Music’. Later
we drive deep into the lakes district and visit Hallstatt. Set on
a rocky terrace jutting into the quiet dark water of the lake
surrounded by towering peaks, this is considered the oldest
inhabited village in Europe and perhaps the most beautiful
in Austria. Afterwards, passing Wolfgangsee (lake), we soon
reach Fuschl - the tiny country village on Lake Fuschl.
Only 30 minutes from Salzburg this is our home for the next
two nights. This evening join in a torchlight village walk
followed by mulled wine. Meals: B,D

2

S

Your tour commences this evening in cosmopolitan Munich.
Shopping is always excellent in Munich - particularly around
the town hall and the decorated, wooden, Christmas market
stalls. Before your Bavarian style buffet dinner enjoy a
welcome drink in the hotel. Meals: D

Your Fuschl Hotel –
Mohrenwirt Hotel
IG T
H
This charming 4 star, family run hotel is located
in the village centre, a short walk from Lake Fuschl.
N

Celebrate Christmas in a
900 year old Italian castle

Munich

T

Top 5 highlights

S TAY

DAY 1

DAY 3

Silent Night Chapel, Salzburg
sightseeing and ‘My Time’

Today includes a full day excursion to Salzburg. Our first stop
is at the nearby village of Oberndorf where we visit the famous
‘Silent Night’ Chapel on the site where the Christmas carol
was first performed. We then continue on to Salzburg – the
baroque city of Mozart sitting beneath its enormous Festung
(Fortress). A walking city tour with an expert local guide
will introduce you to this enchanting city, including several
locations used in the film ‘The Sound of Music’. As a finale you
will gather amongst the fir trees in the small stone courtyard of
the St Peter’s Keller, dating back to the 1500’s and Salzburg’s
oldest restaurant, for a hot drink and biscuits. The rest of the
day is yours to enjoy the city. Maybe take time to visit the huge
castle for a fascinating view or savour the atmosphere of the
famous Salzburg Christmas Markets. Meals: B,D
continued
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CHRISTMAS TOUR

A Dream
Come True
by Kylie &
Shane Legge

52

Bolzano and CastelBrando

S TAY

Your Innsbruck Hotel –
Grauer Bär Hotel
This stylish 4 star hotel is superbly located,
just 200 metres from the historic city centre.

2

IG

HT

DAY 5

Neuschwanstein Castle,
Oberammergau and
Kloster Ettal Monastery

Driving up over the beautiful Fern Pass we enter Southern
Bavaria and visit the tiny village of Hohenschwangau.
After a brisk walk uphill you enjoy a guided tour of one of
the most inspiring and famous castles in the world –
‘Mad’ King Ludwig’s romantic Neuschwanstein Castle.
The staterooms, halls and throne room are all reminiscent
of a Wagner operatic saga. In the afternoon we also visit the
‘Passion Play’ village of Oberammergau, with its ornately
painted buildings and stop at Kloster Ettal Monastery with its
incredible painted ceilings. Dating back over 700 years this is
one of the finest examples of Rococo architecture in existence.
Your evening is at leisure. Meals: B

S TAY

4

Your Castle Hotel – CastelBrando
Skillful restoration and sensitive modernisation
IG T
H
have brought the original magnificence back to
life. Guelph style decorative battlements, stone cellars,
tapestries, swords and suits of armour set the scene for
the elegant halls, dining rooms, manicured gardens and
terraces overlooking the valley.

S

This morning we follow the spectacular Inn Valley through
the Tyrol to Wattens to visit Swarovski ‘Kristallwelten’
(Crystal Worlds)... a weird and wonderful crystal experience.
We continue the short distance to the winter resort of
Innsbruck. After checking into our centrally located hotel
you will have plenty of time to explore the Old Town on your
doorstep. Make sure you enjoy the picture perfect Christmas
Markets in the old medieval square beneath the famous
‘Golden Roof’. Meals: B,D

Today we cross into Italy via the Brenner Pass and visit Bolzano,
capital of Alto Adige region. Intricately carved gables, painted
timber façades and an elegant arcaded main street illustrate
the influence of both Tyrolean and Italian cultures. We have
included a visit to the Museum of Archaeology where you can
see the mummified remains of Ötzi – the famous Ice Man –
along with a fascinating exhibition documenting the Ancient
History of Italy’s South Tyrol. At Trento we cut across the
scenic Valsugana and reach the foothills of the Dolomites and
our superb CastelBrando. Located above the village of Cison
di Valmarino this 2,000 year old Roman fortress was turned
into a sumptuous Noble’s palace in the 13th century. On arrival
we have included a guided tour of the castle – there is a lot to
see - and this will be your home for the next four evocative
nights. Meals: B,D

N

Our Tour Manager made us feel
like an extended family; we sang
Christmas carols on the coach
and shared local sweets and
chocolates purchased along
the way. Christmas in Europe is
enchanting and everyone should
experience it at least once in
their life.

DAY 6

DAY 4

Swarovski Crystal Worlds
and ‘My Time’ in Innsbruck

N

I was expecting Europe to be
quite festive with its Christmas
markets and lights, and I couldn’t
wait to start immersing myself
in the regional traditions and
food. Whilst most dinners were
included on our tour, purchasing
our own lunches allowed us to
get amongst the local people
and soak up the atmosphere.
We enjoyed a delicious schnitzel
and huge jugs of beer in a local
pub in Mondsee, tasty pizza
in the beautiful Italian town
of Sirmione and munched on
hot kranskies in crusty bread
rolls at the Munich Christmas
Markets. Another highlight was
drinking hot chocolate and
feasting on cake in Bolzano.

Browse the Christmas Markets in Bolzano

S

It has always been a dream
of mine to escape the heat
of an Australian summer,
and experience a cold festive
European Christmas. When
spending Christmas in an
Italian castle surrounded
by the Dolomites is on the
cards, all bets are off!

DAY 7

Venice sightseeing and ‘My Time’

Christmas Eve! Today we visit nearby Venice – arguably one of
the most romantic cities in the world. At Tronchetto we board
a boat to take us to St Marc’s Square where we join our expert
local guide for a walking tour. The rest of the day is free to
shop and explore the myriad of narrow, water lined streets and
canals spanned by humped back bridges. Tonight we enjoy
Christmas Eve with dinner back in ‘our’ castle. Meals: B,D

NO HIDDEN EXTRAS AND FULL TRANSPARENCY ON WHAT IS INCLUDED. THAT’S THE ALBATROSS DIFFERENCE

Christmas in an Italian Castle | 11 Days | Munich to Milan

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 10 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 20 meals – breakfast (B),
lunch (L) and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine, beer,
soft drink, tea/coffee with all
included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system on
tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

The Christmas in an Italian Castle
tour is just one of many you can
enjoy in Austria, Germany or Italy.
View each destination page or
contact us.
Austrian Tours

Spend a day exploring romantic Venice

German Tours

Christmas Day – ‘My Time’
in your Castle and a sumptuous
Christmas lunch

Christmas Day as it should be…in a wonderful location relaxing, eating and drinking. A day to savour the delights
of your castle. Maybe take the hotel funicular to the village
below, have a ‘winter walk’ or warm yourself on one of
the castle’s sun terraces. Highlight of your day will be the
exceptional 5 course Christmas lunch accompanied by a
welcome cocktail and a selection of local wines. A Christmas
to remember! Meals: B,L,D

DAY 9

‘My Time’ in chic Cortina d’Ampezzo

Boxing Day! Time to have some fun in the snow as we drive
north into the spectacular Dolomites to visit the chic Italian
ski resort of Cortina d’Ampezzo. The rest of the day is free
to shop and enjoy the breathtaking scenery of the dramatic,
snow laden peaks surrounding you. For lunch maybe take the
cable car (not included) to one of the numerous mountain
restaurants. Meals: B,D

DAY 10

Italian Tours

Sirmione on Lake Garda
and stylish Milan

Leaving our castle we head for the shores of Lake Garda where
we take a morning break in the incredibly picturesque town
of Sirmione with its tiny harbour surrounded by cobblestoned
walkways and cafés. Later we continue to the stylish city of
Milan for time at leisure before enjoying a farewell dinner in a
local restaurant. Meals: B,D
S TAY

Your Milan Hotel –
Hotel Sanpi
The 4 star Hotel Sanpi is located just a
short walk from Central Station and attractions.

N

1

IGH

DAY 11

Milan

Your Christmas tour ends this morning in Milan. For those
of you joining one of our wonderful New Year Tours that
begin in Luzern today, the good news is, we have arranged
a complimentary Group transfer. Meals: B

T

DAY 8

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com
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Christmas in the
Slovenian Alps
11 Days | Munich to Munich

“We were impressed with this tour.
The standard of accommodation was
great. We loved the inclusions and
the meals were delicious.”
Sallyann

54

Enjoy Christmas beside magical Lake Bled

1

1 MUNICH

4 Christmas Market Visits
Munich, Innsbruck, Bolzano
and Ljubljana

T
R IS M

AR

S

Days 10 & 11
 Stay 1 night in Munich
 Enjoy a guided walking tour of
Mozart’s Salzburg
 Relax and enjoy a farewell dinner in a
local restaurant

CH

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in
cosmopolitan Munich
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink
and Dinner at your hotel

AS

MUNICH

M

MUNICH

KET

LAKE BLED, SLOVENIA

Germany
Neuschwanstein Castle

Wieskirche
Oberammergau

Austria

INNSBRUCK
INNSBRUCK
Days 2 & 3
 Stay 2 nights in medieval
Innsbruck with its famous
Golden Roof
 Visit Neuschwanstein
Castle & the extraordinary
Wieskirche
 Explore the ‘Passion Play’
village of Oberammergau
 Experience the weird,
but wonderful, Swarovski
Crystal Worlds
 Enjoy free time
for last minute
Christmas shopping

Days 6, 7, 8 & 9
 Stay 4 nights and celebrate Christmas on the
shores of magnificent Lake Bled
 Enjoy a Christmas Eve dinner with music,
Christmas Day Turkey lunch
 Experience a Boxing Day Brass Band concert
and the legendary ‘Sinking of the Bells’
ceremony
 Visit Villach, the old city of Ljubljana, beautiful
Lake Bohinj & the Kranjska Gora ski jump
 Relax on a boat ride to Bled Island to visit the
picturesque church

Salzburg

2

Wattens

Villach
Bolzano

Italy

Kranjska Gora

4

Lake Bohinj

LAKE BLED

Slovenia

2 CASTELBRANDO

Ljubljana

CASTELBRANDO
Days 4 & 5
 Stay 2 nights in a glorious Italian Castle
 In Bolzano, see Ötzi - the mummified mountain man
 Explore the canals and hump backed bridges of Venice

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

Attend a Boxing Day Brass Band
concert and legendary
‘Sinking of the Bells’ ceremony

Countries visited
Germany
Austria
Italy
Slovenia

Your Innsbruck Hotel –
Grauer Bär Hotel
This stylish 4 star hotel is superbly located
just 200 metres from the historic city centre.

S TAY

1

Your Munich Hotel –
N
Maritim Hotel
IGH
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in the
city centre just a few minutes' walk from the main
pedestrian shopping mall.

2

IG

HT

DAY 2

Neuschwanstein Castle, Wieskirche,
Oberammergau and Innsbruck

This morning we drive into the Bavarian Alps. First stop will be
in the tiny village of Hohenschwangau to visit to the famous
fairytale Neuschwanstein Castle of ‘Mad’ King Ludwig.
After a brisk walk uphill you will enjoy a guided tour inside
the King’s apartments, staterooms, halls and throne room all
reminiscent of a Wagner operatic saga. Our next stop is at the
richly decorated Wieskirche (Church in the Meadows) with
its incredible painted ceilings. Continuing on a short distance
we arrive in the ‘Passion Play’ village of Oberammergau, with
its ornately painted buildings. Later this afternoon we drive

DAY 3
......

Stay in a 900 year old Italian Castle

S TAY

T

Shop at festive Christmas markets
in cobblestoned squares

Your tour commences this evening in cosmopolitan Munich.
Shopping is always excellent in Munich – particularly around
the town hall and the decorated, wooden, Christmas market
stalls. Before your Bavarian style buffet dinner enjoy
a welcome drink in the hotel. Meals: D

N

Explore romantic Venice & the
historic city of Ljubljana

over the scenic Zirler pass and down into the Inn Valley and
the Winter Olympic city of Innsbruck where we will stay the
next two nights. Dinner is included tonight and the Christmas
Markets await. Meals: B,D

Munich

........................................................................................

Celebrate Christmas overlooking
enchanting Lake Bled

DAY 1

.......................................................

Top 5 highlights

Venice

S

AVERAGE 147 KMS PER DAY

Swarovski Crystal Worlds
and ‘My Time’ in Innsbruck

Following the spectacular Inn Valley to Wattens we visit
the Swarovski ‘Kristallwelten’ (‘Crystal Worlds’)… a weird
and wonderful crystal experience. Returning to Innsbruck,
your afternoon is free to explore the Old Town and see the
famous ‘Golden Roof’ above the medieval town square with
its delightful Christmas Markets. Time to do that last minute
shopping, indulge in the mulled wine and ginger biscuits and
take in the music, fabulously decorated trees and folklore
displays. You simply must spoil yourself with a traditional tall
aromatic coffee and a calories-busting apfel strudel! Maybe a
rich chocolate torten cake? Mmmm! Meals: B
continued
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CHRISTMAS TOUR

Lasting
Christmas
Memories
by Rachel Turner

56

Crossing over the Brenner Pass we stop mid morning in the
charming town of Bolzano. You will have time to enjoy the
delightful Town Hall square and shop along the covered
arcades and arches of Via dei Portici. We have included a
visit to the Museum of Archaeology where you can see the
mummified remains of Ötzi – the famous Ice Man – along with
a fascinating exhibition documenting the Ancient History
of Italy’s South Tyrol. This afternoon we follow the Sugano
Valley from Trento through the Italian Alps to the superb
CastelBrando in the foothills of the Dolomites. On arrival we
have included a guided tour of the castle – there is a lot to see
– and this will be your home for the next two evocative nights.
Located above the medieval village of Cison di Valmarino this
2,000 year old Roman fortress was turned into a sumptuous
Noble’s palace in the 13th century. Meals: B,D
S TAY

2

Your Castle Hotel –
CastelBrando
IG T
H
Skillful restoration and sensitive modernisation
have brought the original magnificence back to life.
Guelph style decorative battlements, stone cellars,
tapestries, swords and suits of armour set the scene for
the elegant halls, dining rooms, manicured gardens and
terraces overlooking the valley.

DAY 5

Venice sightseeing and ‘My Time’

Today we visit nearby Venice – arguably one of the most
romantic cities in the world. At Tronchetto we board a boat
to take us to St. Mark's Square where we join our expert local
guide for a walking tour. The rest of the day is yours to shop
and explore the myriad of narrow, water lined streets and
canals spanned by humped back bridges. Dinner this evening
is back in ‘our’ Castle. Meals: B,D

‘My Time’ in Villach
and glorious Lake Bled

Before crossing the Slovenian border we visit the picturesque
Austrian town of Villach with its main square (Hauptplatz)
surrounded by fine 16th-century houses. Entering the Julian
Alps we reach the natural wonder of Lake Bled where the
tranquil waters are surrounded by impressive snow covered
peaks and overlooked by the imposing castle. A dramatic
place to spend Christmas!
On arrival in Bled, we have included a boat trip to visit the
picturesque Church of the Assumption on the island. Over
the next four nights all dinners are included. Christmas Eve
is a buffet dinner with music and a traditional Christmas
Turkey lunch is also included. Meals: B,D

S TAY

4

Your Slovenian Christmas Hotel –
Rikli Balance Hotel
IG T
H
This 4 star hotel is in the heart of Bled, with a
surrounding of majestic ancient trees and full views across
the lake, the island, the castle and the towering peaks of the
Julian and Karavanke Alps.
N

Every Christmas since, we
have reminisced about that
memorable Christmas we
spent in Europe and dream of
the next tour we might take.

DAY 6

N

Getting to spend four nights in
the beautiful town of Bled was a
magical way to spend Christmas
with my partner. We enjoyed
Christmas lunch looking out
to the lake with our new found
friends. We had a younger child
travelling on our tour and while
we were out visiting the Ski
Jump we all had an impromptu
snow ball fight together, it was
so nice to see everyone getting
into the spirit of the day.

DAY 4

Bolzano, ‘Ötzi the Ice Man’
and CastelBrando

S

I was blown away with the
Christmas markets and the
wide selection of baubles and
decorations; this started my
love of collecting a bauble or
two from every market I visited.
Walking around the markets you
are surrounded by locals and
travellers coming together to
join in on the festivities. The best
part of the markets were the hot
chocolates, they were delightful!

Stay in Innsbruck, in the snow-capped Tyrol

S

I chose this tour because
I wanted to visit Christmas
markets, play in the snow and
most importantly experience
a Christmas in Europe.

DAY 7

Ljubljana sightseeing and ‘My Time’

This morning we join our local guide and visit Slovenia’s
capital, Ljubljana, which means ‘beloved’ in Slovene.
Retaining the charm and warmth of a small town, it is
literally filled to capacity with baroque churches, palaces,
museums and quaint bridges traversing the canals and rivers.
Pedestrian areas in the historic Old Town overflow with cafe
tables and street entertainers. This evening enjoy a special
dinner with Zither Music. Those wishing to make their own way
to attend midnight mass will enjoy pastries and a hot drink on
their return. Meals: B,D

ONCE YOU HAVE TRAVELLED WITH ALBATROSS YOU’LL SOON UNDERSTAND WHY SO MANY OF OUR GUESTS TRAVEL WITH US AGAIN AND AGAIN

Christmas in the Slovenian Alps | 11 Days | Munich to Munich
DAY 8

DAY 10

Spend Christmas relaxing on the shores of Lake Bled and
enjoying the magnificent scenery and excellent hotel facilities.
A traditional Christmas Turkey lunch will be enjoyed by all.
In the evening we gather on the lakeside to witness the local
ceremony of the ‘Sinking of the Bells of Wishes’. Tonight
enjoy a live band playing in a nearby local hotel. What a way
to spend Christmas! Meals: B,L,D

Driving north we cross back into Austria and reach Salzburg
– the baroque city of Mozart sitting beneath its enormous
Festung (Fortress) where we are joined by a local guide for a
city walking tour. Afterwards enjoy lunch at leisure in the old
town centre. Mozart’s Birthplace makes a fascinating visit.
Mid afternoon we depart Salzburg and arrive into Munich for
our last evening together. Your farewell dinner tonight will be
enjoyed in a local German restaurant.
Meals: B,D

DAY 9

Lake Bohinj, Kranska Gora ski jump
and a Brass Band concert

There is nothing quite like a day playing in the mountains!
Joined by our local guide we drive through the Bohinj Valley
which stretches through the Triglav National Park to visit the
beautiful Lake Bohinj. We then continue our drive north to the
breathtaking Zgornjesavska Valley and reach the resort town
of Kranjska Gora, famous for the Ski World Cup competitions
and Ski ‘flights’ on the giant ski-jump in Planica. Maybe take
a chair lift to the top of the mountains for views that go on
forever. Alternatively explore this vibrant ski resort packed
with shops and restaurants. This evening enjoy Bled’s annual
Boxing Day Brass Band concert. Meals: B,D

Salzburg sightseeing and ‘My Time’,
farewell dinner in Munich

S TAY

1

Your Munich Hotel –
N
Maritim Hotel
IGH
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in the
city centre just a few minutes' walk from the main
pedestrian shopping mall.

T

Christmas Day – ‘My Time’ in Bled
and ‘Sinking of the Bells’ ceremony

DAY 11

Munich

Your Christmas tour is now complete, and it is time to say
farewell. For those of you joining one of our wonderful New
Year Tours that begin in Luzern or Milan, the good news is,
we have arranged complimentary Group transfers.
Meals: B

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 10 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 20 meals – breakfast (B),
lunch (L) and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine, beer,
soft drink, tea/coffee with all
included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system on
tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels

Visit the ‘beloved’ city of Ljubljana, Slovenia

 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

The Christmas in the Slovenian
Alps tour is just one of many you
can enjoy in Austria, Germany,
Italy or Slovenia. View each
destination page or contact us.
Austrian Tours
German Tours
Italian Tours
Slovenian Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com
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A Medieval
Bohemian Christmas
12 Days | Frankfurt to Munich

“My warmest thank you for such a
wonderful tour! I couldn’t wish for a
better Christmas, it was unforgettable!”
Rebecca

58

Enjoy a festive Christmas over 3 nights in Cesky Krumlov

T
R IS M

AR

KET

FRANKFURT

2
PRAGUE

Würzburg
Nürnberg

ROTHENBURG

Czech Republic

2

CESKY
KRUMLOV
ROTHENBURG

CESKY KRUMLOV

Germany

Ceske Budejovice

3

Days 2 & 3
Melk

1

AVERAGE 149 KMS PER DAY

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

Top 5 highlights
Enjoy a truly festive Christmas
staying in a beautifully restored
500 year old hotel

Explore exquisite Schönbrunn Palace
Be guided on a private tour
through astonishing Melk Abbey
Take a Night Watchman
walking tour in Rothenburg

Countries visited
Germany
Czech Republic
Austria

SALZBURG

Austria

VIENNA

SALZBURG

VIENNA

Days 11 & 12
 Stay 1 night in enchanting Salzburg
 Explore Salzburg with a local guide
 Relax and enjoy a farewell dinner in
your hotel

Days 6 & 7
 Stay 2 nights in glorious Vienna
 Be guided through Schönbrunn Palace
 Enjoy a free day exploring this imperial city
 Dine in the centuries old Griechenbeisl Inn

DAY 1

Frankfurt

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Frankfurt:
a city of contrasts – from modern skyscrapers to beautifully
maintained old buildings. There is so much to see and do in the
city centre. Dinner tonight is included in your hotel but first,
enjoy a welcome drink. This is an ideal opportunity to meet
your fellow travellers. Meals: D
S TAY

Your Frankfurt Hotel –
Maritim Hotel
This first class hotel is in a superb location
near the city centre.

N

1

IGH

The Christmas Markets set in narrow alleys nearby your hotel,
are perhaps the quaintest you will ever see. This evening after
dinner, we have included a special treat – a torchlight tour
with the Night Watchman through the beautifully preserved
ramparts and winding streets. Meals: B,D
S TAY

2

Your Rothenburg Hotel –
Tilman Riemenschneider
IG T
H
This splendid old half timbered hotel is superbly
located inside the old medieval walls barely 50 paces
from the central market square.
N

Enjoy romantic Christmas Markets

2

Munich

T

 Stay 2 nights in the cobblestoned streets of
picture perfect Rothenburg
 Enjoy a torchlight Night Watchman walking
tour through medieval Rothenburg
 Explore the baroque city of Würzburg,
starting point of the ‘Romantic Road’
 Visit Nürnberg’s splendid Christmas Markets

Days 8, 9 & 10
 Stay 3 nights and celebrate
Christmas in a beautifully
restored hotel
 Enjoy a traditional Czech
Christmas Eve dinner
 Take a private tour through
the astonishing Melk Abbey
on the Danube
 Explore Ceske Budejovice
with a local guide

S

1

7 Christmas Market Visits
Frankfurt, Würzburg, Rothenburg,
Nürnberg, Prague, Vienna and
Schönbrunn Palace at dusk

S

Days 4 & 5
 Stay 2 nights in the city of ‘Good King Wenceslas’ Prague
 Visit the impressive Hradcany – Prague Castle
 Enjoy free time to explore Prague’s old town, laneways
and bridges

CH

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in dynamic Frankfurt
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink and Dinner
at your hotel

AS

PRAGUE

M

FRANKFURT

DAY 2

Wurzburg Christmas Markets, ‘My
Time’ in Rothenburg Ob Der Tauber
and a Night Watchman torchlit walk

We arrive into the baroque city of Würzburg, starting point of
the Romantic Road, mid morning. You will have plenty of free
time in the Altstadt (old town) amongst the Christmas Market
stalls before we continue to nearby Rothenburg… one of the
finest medieval cities in all of Europe. The rest of the afternoon
is yours to enjoy the delightful cobblestoned streets, ramparts
and turrets of this picture perfect town. A ‘must do’ is a visit to
the famous ‘Christmas Shop’ known for its stunning displays.

DAY 3

Nürnberg ‘My Time’
and Christmas Markets

Today we visit medieval Nürnberg with its massive stone
towers and gates, which was once the setting for enormous
Nazi rallies and the War Crimes trials. Nürnberg now boasts
extensive pedestrian walkways and the most splendid
Christmas Markets in Europe. A truly magical European
Christmas atmosphere where local choirs sing and the smell
of mulled wine, roasting sausages, chestnuts and sweets fill
the air. We return to Rothenburg mid afternoon and the rest
of your day is free. Meals: B
continued
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CHRISTMAS TOUR

Medieval
Beauty
by Euan Landsborough,
‘The Mo’
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Crossing into the Czech Republic we arrive into Prague early
afternoon. The central ‘old town’ is full of romantic, colourful
shop fronts built into the historical buildings. Your hotel
for the next two nights is excellently located near
Wenceslas Square. Meals: B,D
S TAY

2

Your Prague Hotel –
Art Nouveau Palace Hotel
IG T
H
This stylish 4 star hotel is perfectly located in
the city centre on the border of the New and Old towns.

DAY 5

Prague sightseeing, Christmas
Markets and ‘My Time’

This morning we have included a local guide for a tour through
this fascinating city to the Hradcany – Prague Castle to visit St
Vitus Cathedral. Entrances are included. Prague Castle covers
over 7 hectares and is the largest ancient castle in the world.
We also visit Zlatá Ulièka (the Golden Lane) with its tiny
colourful houses built right into the arches of the Castle walls
and named after the goldsmiths who lived here in the
17th century. The whole afternoon and evening is free to explore
the laneways, churches and bridges of this beautiful city.
Prague is the city of ‘Good King Wenceslas’ so naturally the best
Christmas markets are in Wenceslas Square and the Old Town.
Time to sip medovina – a warm honey liquor. Meals: B

Vienna sightseeing, Schönbrunn
Palace and Christmas Markets

Driving south we reach the imperial city of Vienna around
lunchtime. This afternoon we enjoy a panoramic drive along
the Ringstrasse lined with the grand monuments and buildings
of the once great Hapsburg Empire. We also take a guided
tour through the State Apartments and ‘Hall of Mirrors’ in the
magnificent Royal summer residence – Schönbrunn Palace.
As a special treat, at dusk we enjoy a visit to the picturesque
Christmas markets located in the Palace forecourt.
Meals: B,D
S TAY

2

Your Vienna Hotel –
Hotel Stefanie
IG T
H
This traditional 4 star hotel is perfectly
located in the heart of Vienna near the
Danube Canal and within easy reach of the Opera,
St Stephen’s Cathedral and the pedestrian mall.

S

‘My Time’ in Prague

N

At dusk, mulled wine is being
served from giant, steaming
cauldrons and bratwurst is
sizzling on charcoal fires. The
stalls are bursting with handcrafted wooden toys, pottery,
gifts and colourful decorations.
Twinkling lights and candles
are all around you, as you drink
mulled wine and ginger biscuits
with new found friends. That
is why on this tour we make a
special point of always being
there at dusk, or perhaps
later into the early evening,
when bands are playing,
and the market is at its best.
What memories!

DAY 6

DAY 4

N

Also known as Christkindlmarkt
(Christ Child market), these
markets embellish a tradition
of towns and villages expressing
joy in the heart of the festive
season. Each one feels and
looks so different.

Explore the Nürnberg Christmas Markets

S

This Medieval Bohemian
Christmas tour is very special,
being designed to take in some
of the best Christmas Markets in
Europe. We visit classic, grand
markets such as Vienna and
Nürnberg, with traditions dating
back almost 500 years. Plus
smaller, ‘just perfect’ markets
like Rothenburg, nestled in
a medieval cobblestoned
square under the ancient
eaves of the old town hall.

DAY 7

‘My Time’ in Vienna

A completely free day to relax and enjoy this enchanting city
of museums and style which boasts so many grand sights
from the State Opera House and Hofburg Palace to the spire of
St. Stephen’s Cathedral. Christmas shopping? Try the excellent
Christmas Market outside the Town Hall with its fabulously
decorated trees and folklore displays. Dinner tonight is a special
treat as we have reserved tables at the nearby Griechenbeisl
Inn. A ‘mere’ 500 years old this beautifully preserved Inn has
been a social gathering point of so many famous historical
figures from Beethoven and Schubert to Wagner and Mark
Twain (who have autographed the walls!). Meals: B,D

WE GO TO GREAT LENGTHS TO RESEARCH, PLAN, CHOOSE AND INCLUDE ‘BUCKET LIST’ ATTRACTIONS

A Medieval Bohemian Christmas | 12 Days | Frankfurt to Munich

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 11 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 21 meals – breakfast (B),
lunch (L) and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine, beer,
soft drink, tea/coffee with all
included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system on
tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels

Rothenburg Nightwatchman tour
Courtesy of John Allen

DAY 8

Melk Abbey and
Cesky Krumlov sightseeing

Joining the Danube at Melk, we take a privately guided
tour through the astonishing monastery – an enormous
baroque creation with an old library of antique books and
a beautifully painted cathedral ceiling. Your lunchtime will
be free in the charming village of Melk. Near Linz we turn
north over the Danube and soon enter the Czech Republic
to reach the perfectly preserved 13th century town of
Cesky Krumlov. Originally built as a hamlet around the
impressive castle, the wealth from the silver and gold mining,
plus a population of Catholic aristocrats seeking refuge
during the Reformation, made Cesky Krumlov the most
important city in southern Bohemia.
This city is an extraordinary time capsule and a fantastic
place to spend your Christmas. UNESCO World Heritage listed,
we will stay the next three nights in the very heart of the
delightful old town. On arrival we have included the services of
a local guide to bring to life the history and background of this
extraordinary town and castle. Dinner tonight will be in a local
restaurant. Meals: B,D
S TAY

‘My Time’ in Cesky Krumlov and
Ceske Budejovice sightseeing

Your morning is at leisure in Cesky Krumlov. We spend this
afternoon with a local guide in nearby Ceske Budejovice (often
known as Budweis and famous for Budweiser beer) with its
large, ornate town square and old town hall with murals and
bronze gargoyles.

For full dates & prices

DAY 10

CLICK HERE

Christmas Day – ‘My Time’
in Cesky Krumlov

Your day is free amongst the narrow cobblestoned alleys,
winding streets, wooden bridges and quaint lanes.
We have included a Turkey lunch and your afternoon
is free to relax in the spectacular setting of your hotel,
before dinner. Meals: B,L,D

DAY 11

Salzburg sightseeing and ‘My Time’

We arrive into Salzburg around lunch time, the baroque city
of Mozart sitting beneath its enormous Festung (Fortress).
After time at leisure for lunch, you will meet your expert local
guide for an afternoon walking city tour who will introduce
this enchanting city, including several locations used in the film
‘The Sound of Music’. This evening we have included a farewell
dinner in your hotel. Meals: B,D
S TAY

1

S

N

DAY 9

Dates & Prices

Your Salzburg Hotel –
N
Imlauer Hotel Pitter
IGH
First opened in 1864, this family run, 4 star
superior hotel enjoys a central location close to
many of the famous landmarks and sights of Salzburg.

The Medieval Bohemian
Christmas tour is just one of
many you can enjoy in Austria,
Czech Republic or Germany.
View each destination page or
contact us.
Austrian Tours
Czech Republic Tours
German Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

T

3

Your Christmas Hotel
in Cesky Krumlov – Hotel Ruze
IG T
H
This 16th century monastery has been extensively
reconstructed to preserve the beautiful Renaissance
architecture and create a 70 room first class hotel, located
in the centre of town, with beautiful views of the Vltava
River from the hotel’s terrace.

Traditions are important in the Czech Republic and Christmas
Eve is the most important time of Christmas. Tonight enjoy a
welcome drink before a five course typical Czech Christmas
Dinner. Those interested can attend midnight mass in the
massive cathedral right next to the hotel. Meals: B,D

 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

DAY 12

To Munich

This morning your tour ends with a transfer to Munich, to
arrive around midday. We will make stops at the central railway
station, Maritim Hotel and Munich Airport. We recommend
that you book flights or trains that depart Munich after 3pm
today. For those of you joining one of our wonderful New Year
Tours that begin in Luzern or Milan, the good news is, we have
arranged complimentary Group transfers on 28 December.
Meals: B

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com
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Bohemia & Christmas
in the Tyrol
16 Days | Frankfurt to Munich

“Snow falling on Christmas Day and
waking up to a winter wonderland
on Boxing Day was indescribable.
What a wonderful part of the world.
Sharing this with our new tour
family was very special.” Vicki
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Visit the picturesque Vienna Christmas Markets

Days 2 & 3

Days 4 & 5
 Stay 2 nights in the city of ‘Good
King Wenceslas’ Prague
 Visit the impressive Hradcany –
Prague Castle
 Enjoy free time to explore Prague’s
old town, laneways and bridges

 Stay 2 nights in the
cobblestoned streets of
Rothenburg
 Enjoy a torchlight Night
Watchman walking tour
 Visit baroque Würzburg &
medieval Nürnberg

1 FRANKFURT

T
R IS M

AR

S

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in dynamic Frankfurt
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink and
Dinner at your hotel

8 Christmas Market Visits
Frankfurt, Würzburg, Rothenburg,
Nürnberg, Prague, Salzburg,
Vienna and Schönbrunn Palace

CH

PRAGUE

AS

ROTHENBURG

M

FRANKFURT

KET

2
Würzburg

PRAGUE

Germany
Nürnberg

Czech Republic

ROTHENBURG 2

CESKY
KRUMLOV
CESKY KRUMLOV

Brno

2

Days 9 & 10
 Stay 2 nights in the heart of medieval Cesky Krumlov
 Take a private tour through the astonishing Melk Abbey
on the Danube
 Dine in a local restaurant

Melk
Munich

3 VIENNA
Heiligenkreuz

Oberndorf

Mondsee

Austria

Salzburg

KIRCHBERG

5

Kitzbuhel

VIENNA
KIRCHBERG IN THE AUSTRIAN TYROL

Top 5 highlights
Celebrate Christmas in the snow clad
mountains of the Austrian Tyrol
Visit ancient cities with amazing
Christmas Markets
Be guided through Melk Monastery
& Schönbrunn Palace

Discover Mozart’s baroque city
of Salzburg

Countries visited
Germany
Czech Republic
Austria

Frankfurt

Your tour commences this evening in wonderful Frankfurt:
a city of contrasts – from modern skyscrapers to beautifully
maintained old buildings. There is so much to see and do in the
city centre. Dinner tonight is included in your hotel but first,
enjoy a welcome drink. This is an ideal opportunity
to get to know your fellow travellers. Meals: D
S TAY

Your Frankfurt Hotel –
Maritim Hotel
This first class hotel is in a superb location
near the city centre.

N

1

IGH

DAY 2

Würzburg Christmas Markets, ‘My
Time’ in Rothenburg Ob Der Tauber
and a Night Watchman torchlit walk

stalls before we continue to nearby Rothenburg, one of the
finest medieval cities in all of Europe. The rest of the afternoon
is free to enjoy the delightful cobblestoned streets, ramparts
and turrets of this picture perfect town. A ‘must do’ is a visit to
the famous ‘Christmas Shop’ known for its stunning displays.
The Christmas Markets set in narrow alleys are perhaps the
quaintest you will ever see. This evening after dinner in your
hotel, we have included a special treat – a torchlight tour
with the Night Watchman through the beautifully preserved
ramparts and winding streets. Meals: B,D
S TAY

2

Your Rothenburg Hotel
– Tilman Riemenschneider
IG T
H
This splendid old half timbered hotel is superbly
located inside the old medieval walls barely 50 paces
from the central market square.
N

Explore vibrant Prague

DAY 1

Days 6, 7 & 8
 Stay 3 nights in glorious Vienna
 Spend lunch time amongst the lively café
scene in Brno
 Explore the Vienna Woods & visit
Heiligenkreuz Monastery
 Be guided through the staterooms and
‘Hall of Mirrors’ in the Schönbrunn Palace
 Enjoy a free day exploring this imperial city
 Dine in the centuries old Griechenbeisl Inn

S

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

T

AVERAGE 128 KMS PER DAY

Days 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 & 16
 Stay 5 nights and celebrate Christmas in a chalet style hotel in the
Austrian Tyrol
 Enjoy a traditional Christmas Eve buffet dinner
 Relax on a horse drawn carriage ride
 Visit ‘The Sound of Music’ church in Mondsee & the ‘Silent Night’ Chapel
 Explore baroque Salzburg, enjoy a hot drink & biscuits in Austria’s
oldest restaurant
 Spend time in Austria’s most popular winter resort of Kitzbuhel

continued

We arrive into the baroque city of Würzburg, starting point of
the ‘Romantic Road’, mid-morning. You will have plenty of free
time in the Altstadt (old town) amongst the Christmas Market
www.albatrosstours.com
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A Winter
Wonderland

It truly was as the song says,
‘a winter wonderland.’ Christmas
Day spent in Austria, up in the
mountains was an experience
that I will cherish forever.

64

Nürnberg and Christmas Markets

Today the choice is yours! Enjoy a day at leisure in Rothenburg
or join your Tour Manager to visit medieval Nürnberg with its
massive stone towers and gates, which was once the setting for
enormous Nazi rallies and the War Crimes trials. Nürnberg now
boasts extensive pedestrian walkways and the most splendid
Christmas Markets in Europe. A truly magical European
Christmas atmosphere where local choirs sing and the smell
of mulled wine, roasting sausages, chestnuts and sweets fill
the air. Your evening is at leisure back in Rothenburg. Meals: B

DAY 4

‘My Time’ in Prague

Crossing into the Czech Republic we arrive into Prague early
afternoon. The central ‘old town’ is full of romantic, colourful
shop fronts built into the historical buildings. Your hotel for the
next two nights is excellently located near the old town.
Meals: B,D
S TAY

2

Your Prague Hotel –
Art Nouveau Palace Hotel
IG T
H
This stylish 4 star hotel is perfectly located
in the city centre on the border of the New and Old towns.
N

Our Albatross tour totally
lived up to all my expectations!
I enjoyed visiting unique
Christmas markets, sampling
gluhwein and travelling through
the snow laden countryside.
The trees covered in snow just
clinging to their branches were
so pretty!

DAY 3

DAY 5

Prague sightseeing and
Christmas Markets

This morning we have included a local guide for a tour through
this fascinating city to the Hradcany – Prague Castle to visit
St Vitus Cathedral. Prague Castle covers over 7 hectares and is
the largest ancient castle in the world. We also visit Zlatá Ulièka
(the Golden Lane) with its tiny colourful houses built right into
the arches of the Castle walls and named after the goldsmiths
who lived here in the 17th century. The whole afternoon
and evening is free to explore the laneways, churches and

bridges of this beautiful city. Prague is the city of ‘Good King
Wenceslas’ so naturally the best Christmas markets are in
Wenceslas Square and the Old Town. Time to sip medovina
– a warm honey liquor. Meals: B

DAY 6

‘My Time’ in Brno and Vienna

After a leisurely start we drive south and reach Brno –
the second largest city in the Czech Republic, with its lively
café scene. Lunchtime is at leisure with plenty of options to
choose from around the main square. Later we continue south
to the imperial city of Vienna our home for the next three
nights. Meals: B,D
S TAY

Your Vienna Hotel –
Regina Hotel
This family run, first class hotel is located a
few minutes' walk from all the cultural places
of interest and downtown shopping areas.

3

IG

N

Over the years I have heard
many people talk of the magic
of spending Christmas in Europe.
Last year I thought it was time
to take my Mum and Dad, and
experience the real thing for
myself. I chose the Bohemia
and Christmas in the Tyrol
tour because of the wonderful
itinerary, particularly the five
nights in the Austrian Tyrol over
Christmas Day.

Visit 8 grand Christmas Markets, including Frankfurt

S

Christmas is my favourite time
of the year. I love it! I love the
decorations, Christmas trees,
carols and wrapping beautiful
gifts for my loved ones. I am
always looking for special ways
to experience Christmas.

S

by Kaylene Collins

HT

DAY 7

Heiligenkreuz Monastery, Vienna
sightseeing and Schönbrunn Palace

This morning we take a delightful drive winding up through
the Vienna Woods to the ‘Hellental’ for a guided tour through
the Heiligenkreuz Monastery. Returning to the old city we
enjoy a panoramic tour that will bring to life all the sights,
gardens and monuments of this city, from the State Opera
House and the Hofburg Palace to the spire of St. Stephen’s
Cathedral. This afternoon we have included entrance and a
guided tour through the State Apartments and ‘Hall of Mirrors’
in the magnificent Royal summer residence – Schönbrunn
Palace. As a special treat, at dusk we also enjoy a visit to the
picturesque Christmas markets located in the Palace forecourt.
This evening is at leisure. Meals: B

SO MANY OF OUR GUESTS TRAVEL WITH US AGAIN AND AGAIN. READ THE MANY TESTIMONIALS ON OUR WEBSITE

Bohemia & Christmas in the Austrian Tyrol | 16 Days | Frankfurt to Munich

DAY 8

DAY 12

Today is at leisure for you to relax and enjoy this enchanting
city of museums and style. Christmas shopping? Try the
excellent Christmas Market outside the Town Hall where
you will find mulled wine, ginger biscuits, music, fabulously
decorated trees and folklore displays. Dinner tonight is
a special treat as we have reserved tables at the nearby
Griechenbeisl Inn. A ‘mere’ 500 years old this beautifully
preserved Inn has been a social gathering point of so many
famous historical figures from Beethoven and Schubert to
Wagner and Mark Twain (who have autographed the walls!).
Meals: B,D

Today includes a full day excursion to Salzburg - the baroque
city of Mozart sitting beneath its enormous Festung (Fortress).
A walking city tour with an expert local guide will introduce you
to this enchanting city, including several locations used in the
film ‘The Sound of Music’. As a finale you will gather amongst
the fir trees in the small stone courtyard of the St Peter’s Keller,
dating back to the 1500’s and Salzburg’s oldest restaurant, for
a hot drink and biscuits. The rest of the day is free to enjoy the
city. The huge castle makes a fascinating visit or savour the
atmosphere of the famous Salzburg Christmas Markets.
Meals: B,D

DAY 9

DAY 13

Joining the Danube at Melk, we take a privately guided tour
through the astonishing monastery – an enormous baroque
creation with an old library of antique books and a beautifully
painted cathedral ceiling. Lunchtime is yours to enjoy the
charming village of Melk. Near Linz we turn north over the
Danube and soon enter the Czech Republic to reach the
perfectly preserved 13th century town of Cesky Krumlov.
Originally built as a hamlet around the impressive castle, the
wealth from the silver and gold mining, plus a population of
Catholic aristocrats seeking refuge during the Reformation,
made Cesky Krumlov the most important city in southern
Bohemia. This city is an extraordinary time capsule and
UNESCO World Heritage listed, we will stay the next two
nights in the very heart of the delightful old town.
Tonight dinner is included in your hotel.
Meals: B,D

Christmas Eve! What a magnificent location to relax over
Christmas! Your next two days are free to relax and enjoy the
stunning scenery which surrounds you, and do as much, or
as little, as you want! Whether you are a ‘super active snow
sports’ person or a ‘take it easy and relax’ person there are
numerous activities you can enjoy. Perhaps enjoy a winter walk
on the footpaths which often double as Nordic or Cross Country
ski paths. Alternatively jump on a cable car and enjoy lunch in
one of the mountain restaurants – usually with extraordinary
panoramic views. This evening we enjoy Christmas cookies
and Gluhwein before a traditional Christmas Eve buffet dinner
featuring typically Tyrolean food. Meals: B,D

Salzburg sightseeing, ‘My Time’
and Christmas Markets

‘My Time’ in Vienna
and Christmas Markets

‘My Time’ in a winter paradise

Melk Abbey and Cesky Krumlov

S TAY

2
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Your Cesky Krumlov Hotel –
Hotel Ruze
IG T
H
This 16th century monastery has been extensively
reconstructed to preserve the beautiful Renaissance
architecture and create a 70 room first class hotel, located
in the centre of town, with beautiful views of the Vltava
River from the hotel’s terrace.

DAY 14

Christmas Day – ‘My Time’
and a horse drawn carriage ride

Christmas Day as it should be – relaxing, eating and
drinking in a delightful Alpine location. Perhaps go for a
winter walk or take a cable car to the top of the ski fields.
A typical Tyrolean Christmas lunch will also be enjoyed
featuring local Game specialities. The highlight of the day
will be your ride in a horse drawn carriage. Meals: B,L,D

DAY 15

‘My Time’ in the Tyrolean villages
of Kitzbuhel and Kirchberg

DAY 10

Cesky Krumlov sightseeing
and ‘My Time’

This morning we have included the services of a local guide to
bring to life the history and background of this extraordinary
town. Your afternoon is at leisure in Cesky Krumlov to relax
and enjoy the cobbled streets, cafés, winding alleys and
the Christmas Markets. Dinner tonight is included in a local
restaurant. Meals: B,D

DAY 11

Boxing Day! This morning we visit Austria’s most popular
winter resort of Kitzbuhel. Still retaining the atmosphere of
a Tyrolean village in its historic centre, old-style houses with
projecting gables and painted exteriors compete for attention
with shops selling Europe’s most exclusive brand names.
Take time to explore the town or maybe take the cable car up
the Kitzbuheler Horn to enjoy lunch in one of the 23 mountain
restaurants. Your afternoon is at leisure in Kirchberg.
Meals: B,D

DAY 16

Mondsee, Silent Night Chapel
and Kirchberg

To Munich

Crossing into Austria we reach the pretty town of Mondsee,
by Lake Mondsee, before midday. Whilst enjoying free time to
get lunch, make sure you visit the church made famous in the
wedding scene of the film ‘The Sound of Music’. Afterwards,
we stop in the village of Oberndorf where we visit the famous
Silent Night Chapel on the site where the Christmas carol
was first performed. Later we continue to Kirchberg which
will be your home for the next five nights. Located 10 kms
from Kitzbuhel, Kirchberg is an excellent ski resort in its own
right. Meals: B,D
S TAY
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Your Tyrolean Christmas Hotel –
Kirchberger Hof
IG T
H
This excellent, chalet style 4 star hotel is located
just a short walk from the centre of Kirchberg village,
in a dramatic setting of snow covered Alps.

Your Christmas tour is now complete, and it is time to bid
farewell as we transfer to Munich, to arrive around midday.
We will make stops at the central railway station, Maritim Hotel
and Munich Airport. We recommend that you book flights or
trains that depart Munich after 3pm today. For those of you
joining one of our wonderful New Year Tours that begin
in Luzern or Milan, the good news is, we have arranged
complimentary Group transfers on 28 December. Meals: B

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 15 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 28 meals – breakfast (B),
lunch (L) and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine, beer,
soft drink, tea/coffee with all
included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system on
tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

The Bohemia and Christmas
in the Tyrol tour is just one of
many you can enjoy in Austria,
Czech Republic and Germany.
View each destination page or
contact us.
Austrian Tours
Czech Republic Tours
German Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com
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A Swiss Christmas
in Grindelwald
11 Days | Zürich to Luzern

“The highlight for me was
the five days we spent at
Grindelwald, just wonderful!”
Suzanne

66

Celebrate Christmas over 5 nights in the first class Romantik Hotel Schweizerhof in Grindelwald

France
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Days 1 & 2
 Stay 2 nights in vibrant Zürich
 Visit Zürich’s Christmas markets to admire
the 50-ft-tall Christmas tree decorated with
thousands of sparkling Swarovski crystals
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ZÜRICH
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3 Christmas Market Visits
Zürich, Montreux
and Bern

KET

2 ZÜRICH
LUZERN

Switzerland

MONTREUX
Days 3 & 4
 Stay 2 nights in the Swiss Riviera
town of Montreux
 Explore Bern’s medieval streets
and squares & the unique village
of Gruyères
 Visit Byron’s Chateau de Chillon,
Vevey & Charlie Chaplin’s House

LUZERN 1

Bern

Lake Luzern

GRINDELWALD
Lake Thun
cruise

Gruyères

Lake Brienz
Bernese
Oberland
Interlaken

5

GRINDELWALD
MONTREUX

2

Chateau Chillon

Golden Pass

Italy

AVERAGE 54 KMS PER DAY

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

Top 5 highlights
Celebrate Christmas in a 5 star
spa hotel in Grindelwald
Explore Montreux on the exclusive
Swiss Riviera

Take the funicular train up the
Jungfraujoch to explore the
ice palace
Relax on a horse drawn carriage
through the picturesque countryside

Switzerland

DAY 3

Medieval Bern, Christmas Markets,
charming Gruyeres and Montreux

Your tour commences this evening in Zürich. Tonight a
welcome drink and dinner are included. This is an
ideal opportunity to meet your fellow travellers.
Meals: D

S TAY

2

Your Zürich Hotel –
Hotel Glockenhof
IG T
H
This modern 4 star hotel is located in the heart
of the city, within easy walking distance of Zürcher
Bahnhofstrasse (main shopping street) and the
waterfront of Lake Zürich.

DAY 2

Zürich sightseeing, ‘My Time’ and
Christmas markets

This morning we enjoy a guided panoramic tour which will
bring alive the city.
Your afternoon is free to explore and visit Zürich’s Christmas
market in the main train station. Featuring 150 stalls it is one of
the largest indoor Christmas markets in Europe. The absolute
highlight of the Christkindlimarkt is a 50-ft-tall Christmas tree
decorated with thousands of sparkling Swarovski crystals.
The rest of your day is at leisure in this picturesque lake
side city. Meals: B

On our way to Montreux today we explore the medieval
cobblestoned streets of Bern with a local guide.
A UNESCO World Heritage landmark, this capital city is set
on a spectacular bend above the River Aare. In addition to
kilometres of sheltered arcaded shopping ways, an intriguing
clock tower and the famous ‘Bärengraben’ bear pits, there are
several sets of excellent Christmas markets scattered around
the old town. Continuing on, our afternoon stop is in the unique
village of Gruyères. Rising out of the flat valley floor, Gruyères
village and castle are perched on top of a steep rocky hill.
The broad cobblestoned main street, flanked by centuries old
houses, is an astounding time capsule and one of the great
sights of Europe. Arriving in Montreux, we are now on the
exclusive Swiss Riviera, where we will stay two nights.
Meals: B,D
S TAY

2

Your Montreux Hotel –
Grand Hotel Suisse Majestic
IG T
H
This impressive 4 star hotel is located on the
shore of Lake Geneva, a short stroll along the lakeside
promenade to the heart of Montreux.
N

Country visited

DAY 1

Zürich

N

Enjoy spectacular views as you
ride on panoramic trains

The Alps

S

Lake Geneva

Days 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9
 Celebrate Christmas over 5 nights in the first class
Romantik Hotel Schweizerhof
 Savour special themed dinners on Christmas Eve
& Christmas Day
 Enjoy Christmas Day Turkey lunch
 Take a Christmas Eve ride on a horse drawn carriage,
sip red wine punch and pamper yourself in the
wellness centre of your delightful Christmas hotel
 Experience Swiss train travel using your 3 day
Swiss Rail Pass
 Relax in panoramic carriages on an exhilarating
alpine ride on the Golden Pass panoramic train
 Explore Thun’s old town and cruise on Lake Thun
to Interlaken
 Enjoy ‘My Time’ to explore your glorious
mountain surrounds
 Take the incredible funicular train up to the
Jungfraujoch, explore the ice palace, look down
on the massive Aletsch Glacier

S

Thun

Vevey

Days 10 & 11
 Stay 1 night in lakeside Luzern
 Take a scenic train ride to Luzern
 Explore historic Luzern with its
covered bridges
 Enjoy a farewell dinner in a
local restaurant

continued

www.albatrosstours.com
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High in
the Alps

My tip would be to catch the train
up to Kleine Scheidegg at the foot
of the famous Eiger, Mönch and
Jungfrau. Here you will find the
classic Hotel Bellevue des Alpes,
a grand nineteenth century hotel,
with a huge panoramic terrace
facing the infamous north face
of the Eiger. There is no greater
pleasure than to sit there with a
hot chocolate and a steaming
apple strudel taking in mountain
views that go on forever.
Another tip... please remember in
Europe during winter, a glorious
sunny day means it can actually
be quite warm, hence you may
see people sunning themselves
in t-shirts on deck chairs. Snow
reflects the sun and can burn you
relatively easily – so be prepared
to take your ‘sunnies’ and some
sunscreen for your exposed face.
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DAY 4

Château Chillon, Vevey, ‘My Time’ in
Montreux and Christmas Markets

This morning we have included entrance and a guided tour
through the beautifully preserved Château de Chillon.
Made famous in Byron’s poem ‘The Prisoner of Chillon’, this
13th century fortress juts out imposingly into Lake Geneva.
Later we visit Charlie Chaplin’s hometown of Vevey. Make
sure you walk along the lake foreshore to see the statue
of the ‘little man with baggy pants’. We also visit Chaplin
World, a museum dedicated to Charlie Chaplin, the legendary
artist and man, that retraces the extraordinary life of this
cinematographic genius. Returning to Montreux the rest
of the day is at leisure. Make sure you explore the excellent
Christmas markets that stretch along the grand lakeside
promenade and foreshore. Meals: B

DAY 5

Golden Pass panoramic train
to Grindelwald

An adventure today as we board the Golden Pass panoramic
train which will take us across the Alps, past the chic ski resorts
of Gstaad and Château-d’Oex, to Zweisimmen. Our seats are
pre-booked in the special panoramic carriages and the views
throughout the journey are spectacular. (Your luggage will
travel separately, making this an easy and relaxing day).
At Zweisimmen, we change trains and continue to Interlaken,
and then deep into the heart of the Bernese Oberland to
Grindelwald where we stay the next five nights. Grindelwald
is known the world over for its dramatic setting surrounded
by massive snow covered peaks and meadows and the views
directly onto the north face of the Eiger are exceptional.
Justifiably famous for its skiing, the village is full of restaurants,
cafés and shops. Throughout your stay we have included buffet
breakfasts and four course dinners. Highlight of your stay will
be a Christmas Eve celebration dinner and a Christmas Day
dinner. Meals: B,D

LONGER STAYS ALLOW YOU MORE TIME TO RELAX

S TAY

5

Your Grindelwald Hotel –
Romantik Hotel Schweizerhof
IG T
H
This 5 star Spa hotel, featuring traditional Swiss
wooden décor, is a three minute walk from the centre of
Grindelwald and has an imposing backdrop of the worldfamous Eiger and Lauberhorn Mountains.
N

You will be astounded by the
sheer grandeur of the mountain
scenery that surrounds you
over Christmas in Grindelwald.
The hills are alive with the sound
of people playing in the snow.
Funicular trains and aerial
cable cars whisk pedestrians as
well as avid skiers to mountain
restaurants and view-points all
over the snow laden paradise.

Take in the amazing views of the Jungfrau

S

by Euan Landsborough,
‘The Mo’

DAY 6

Jungfrau mountain ride
& ‘My Time’ in Grindelwald

Boarding a local train we climb high into the mountains to
Kleine Scheidegg. Changing on to the Jungfrau Railway we
travel into a tunnel which takes us through the inside of the
north face of the Eiger, and up to the Jungfraujoch – the highest
railway station in Europe. At 3,454 metres (11,332 ft) the views
down onto the Aletsch Glacier are magnificent. You will find
several restaurants, an Ice Palace and the Lindt Swiss Chocolate
Heaven display. You can also take a lift another 100 metres
higher to the dramatic Sphinx lookout point. This afternoon
enjoy ‘My Time’ to relax and enjoy the stunning scenery which
surrounds you. Use your Swiss Travel card to take advantage
of reductions on trains and cable cars around the Grindelwald
area. Perhaps try your hand at a winter sport or take a trip up
one of the mountains? Meals: B,D

DAY 7

Historic Thun, cruise on Lake
Thunersee, ‘My Time’ in Interlaken

Following an enjoyable train ride along the lakeside of
Thunersee, we spend time exploring the old town of historic
Thun. Later we board a boat for a relaxing cruise down the
length of Lake Thunersee to Interlaken. Nestled between two
lakes, and surrounded by soaring peaks, Interlaken makes
a great place for some last minute Christmas shopping.
This evening before dinner we will enjoy a glass of red wine
punch in the hotel lobby. Meals: B,D

A Swiss Christmas in Grindelwald | 11 Days | Zürich to Luzern

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 10 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 19 meals – breakfast (B),
lunch (L) and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine, beer,
soft drink, tea/coffee with all
included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system on
tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides
Marvel at the famous Swarovski crystal tree in Zürich

Christmas Eve – ‘My Time’ in
Grindelwald and a horse drawn
carriage ride

Christmas Eve! What a magnificent location to relax over
Christmas! Your next two days are free to relax and enjoy
the stunning scenery which surrounds you, and do as much,
or as little, as you want! Again, you are able to use your Swiss
Travel Card to take advantage of reductions on trains and cable
cars around the Grindelwald area.
Whether you are a ‘super active snow sports’ person or a ‘take
it easy and relax’ person there are numerous activities you
can enjoy, and your Tour Manager will be at hand to assist and
advise you. You will be in the heart of the Bernese Oberland
– home to the mighty peaks of the Jungfrau, Mönch, Eiger (of
‘The Eiger Sanction’ fame), the Breithorn, Männlichen and the
Schilthorn, as well as internationally known winter resorts like
Wengen and Mürren.
The skiing is of course fantastic! Non skiers can easily access
all the main peaks by funicular trains, cable cars and chair
lifts. At all ‘drop off’ points there are restaurants, cafés and
restroom facilities – usually with extraordinary panoramic
views spanning the jagged Alps. All around Grindelwald
there are hundreds of kilometres of winter footpaths which
often double as Nordic or Cross Country ski paths, as well as
numerous toboggan runs – one of which is the longest in the
Alps. Snowshoes can also be hired and you can take one of the
well signed snowshoe trails. An evening snowshoeing tour is
a very different experience! Paragliding is also available for
the adventurous. For those wanting to just relax, you will have
free use of the pool and spa facilities in your Grindelwald hotel.
The highlight of today will be a ride on a horse drawn carriage
through the picturesque local countryside. This evening will
be special as we enjoy a four course themed Christmas Eve
dinner. Meals: B,D

Dates & Prices

DAY 9

Christmas Day in a winter paradise

Christmas Day at leisure in a stunning location. There is so
much to see and do. A Christmas Turkey lunch will be enjoyed
and later in the evening there is a themed Christmas Day
dinner. Apparently, at some point Santa Claus will make an
appearance! Meals: B,L,D

DAY 10

Panoramic train ride along
Lake Brienz, ‘My Time’ in Luzern

This morning we take the train along the shores of picturesque
Lake Brienz and on to Luzern, with its covered wooden bridges
(again, no hassles with your luggage as it will travel separately
and be delivered to your hotel).
On this two hour train ride you experience some of the most
spectacular views the Swiss Alps have to offer, through large
panoramic windows. The journey will take you along the
shores of crystal-clear lakes (no less than five!), past romantic
waterfalls and over the magnificent Brünig mountain pass.
Arriving around midday, the afternoon is at leisure to explore
this charming lakeside town. Tonight enjoy a farewell dinner.
Meals: B,D
S TAY

Your Luzern Hotel –
Hotel Schweizerhof
This superb 5 star hotel is located on the banks
of the Lake, in the heart of Luzern’s old town.

N

1

IGH

DAY 11

Luzern

Your Christmas tour comes to a close and it is time to say
farewell. For those of you joining one of our wonderful
New Year Tours that begin in Munich or Milan, the good
news is, we have arranged complimentary Group transfers
on 28 December. Meals: B

T

DAY 8

For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

A Swiss Christmas in Grindelwald
tour is just one of many you can
enjoy in France and Switzerland.
View each destination page or
contact us.
French Tours
Switzerland Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com

69

A Swiss Christmas
in Zermatt
11 Days | Munich to Luzern
“Our Christmas tour was fabulous, featured plenty
of snow, and I was amazed that each day something
new and exciting was in store for us.” Donna
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The picturesque village of Zermatt, your home for Christmas

Days 4 & 5
 Stay 2 nights in Appenzell
 Visit the UNESCO listed, 1,000 year
old library in St Gallen
 Enjoy a horse drawn carriage ride

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in
cosmopolitan Munich
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink
and Dinner at your hotel

T
R IS M

AR

S

Days 10 & 11
 Stay 1 night in lakeside Luzern
 Explore historic Luzern with its
covered bridges
 Relax and enjoy a farewell
dinner in your stunning
lakeside Hotel

3 Christmas Market Visits
Munich, Salzburg
and Innsbruck

CH

MUNICH

AS

APPENZELL

M

LUZERN

KET

MUNICH 1
Mondsee

Germany

Oberndorf
Salzburg

FUSCHL

St Gallen
Neu St Johann
Zürich

Hallstatt

APPENZELL 2

Switzerland

Innsbruck

LUZERN 1

2

Austria

Chur

Lake
Geneva

Glacier Express

Italy

Montreux

FUSCHL

ZERMATT

4
ZERMATT

Tour commences
Overnight stays
Included excursions
Location reference

Celebrate Christmas in a charming
chalet style hotel in the Swiss Alps
Discover Christmas Markets in
Munich, Salzburg and Innsbruck
Explore the stunning Austrian
Lakes District
Experience the famous Glacier
Express panoramic train
Ride the cog railway to the
Gornergrat to see the mighty
Matterhorn

Countries visited
Germany
Austria
Switzerland

Munich

Your tour commences this evening in cosmopolitan Munich.
Shopping is always excellent in Munich – particularly around
the town hall and the decorated wooden Christmas Market
stalls. Before your Bavarian style buffet dinner enjoy a
welcome drink in the hotel. Meals: D

S TAY

1

Your Munich Hotel –
N
Maritim Hotel
IGH
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in the
city centre just a few minutes' walk from the main
pedestrian shopping mall.

DAY 2

Mondsee, stunning Hallstatt and
Fuschl in the Austrian Lakes district

A leisurely start as we cross into Austria to spend lunchtime in
Mondsee on Lake Mondsee, and visit the church made famous
in the wedding scene of the film ‘The Sound of Music’. Later
we drive deep into the Lakes District and visit Hallstatt. Set
on a rocky terrace jutting into the quiet dark water of the lake
surrounded by towering peaks, this is considered the oldest
inhabited village in Europe and perhaps the most beautiful in
Austria. Our home for the next two nights is Fuschl in the Lakes
District. This evening join us for a torchlit village walk followed
by mulled wine. Meals: B,D

AY

2

Your Fuschl Hotel –
Hotel Mohrenwirt
IGHT
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in the
city centre just a few minutes’ walk from the main
pedestrian shopping mall.
N

Top 5 highlights

ST

DAY 1

S






T

AVERAGE 129 KMS PER DAY

Days 6, 7, 8 & 9
 Stay 4 nights and celebrate Christmas in the chalet style, Hotel National in Zermatt
 Relax and pamper yourself in the spa & wellness centre of your hotel
 Savour special festive dinners on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
 Glide through the Swiss Alps in the Glacier Express panoramic train carriages
 Enjoy exploring Zermatt’s historical old town
 Ride on the Gornergrat funicular to see the mighty Matterhorn at 3,100 metres
 Sip mulled wine at the Kulmhotel surrounded by 4,000 metre high peaks

Days 2 & 3
 Stay 2 nights in Fuschl in the
Austrian Lakes District
 Visit ‘The Sound of Music’
church in Mondsee & beautiful
lakeside Hallstatt
 Enjoy a Salzburg walking tour
& a hot drink and biscuits in
Salzburg’s oldest restaurant
 Visit the ‘Silent Night’ Chapel
 Explore medieval Innsbruck
with its famous ‘Golden Roof’

DAY 3

The Silent Night Chapel,
Salzburg sightseeing, ‘My Time’
and Christmas Markets

Today includes a full day excursion to Salzburg. Our first stop
is at the nearby village of Oberndorf where we visit the famous
‘Silent Night Chapel’ on the site where the Christmas carol was
first performed. We then continue onto Salzburg – the baroque
city of Mozart sitting beneath its enormous Festung (Fortress).
A walking tour with an expert local guide will introduce you to
this enchanting city, including several locations used in the film
‘The Sound of Music’. As a finalé you will gather amongst the fir
trees in the small stone courtyard of the St Peter’s Keller, dating
back to the 1500’s and Salzburg’s oldest restaurant, for a hot
drink and biscuits. The rest of the day is free to enjoy the city.
Maybe take time to visit the huge castle which is fascinating,
or savour the atmosphere of the famous Salzburg Christmas
Markets. Meals: B,D
continued
www.albatrosstours.com
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CHRISTMAS TOUR

A very special
Christmas
by Les Cox
Christmas as it should be is what
this trip is all about. Each day is
great but the next one is even
better. A brilliant tour with such
amazing contrasts. Salzburg,
with its beautifully illuminated,
giant Festung (fortress) looming
above the town, standing guard.
Visit the Mozartplatz that is
filled with Christmas market
stalls . Here, opposite the hot
jacket potato cabin and the man
selling chestnuts (yes, actually
roasting on an open fire), there
are Christmas trees stacked
waiting to be chosen. Visit the ice
rink with the sounds of Mozart
and Strauss filling the air.
Then it is all aboard the
incredible Glacier Express which
will take your breath away as it
whisks you through the mighty
Swiss Alps to the world famous
mountain village of Zermatt.
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DAY 4

‘My Time’ and Christmas Markets in
Innsbruck and delightful Appenzell

A leisurely day as we follow the spectacular Inn Valley across
the Tyrol to reach the Winter Olympic resort of Innsbruck mid
morning. You will have plenty of time to explore the old town
with its famous ‘Golden Roof’ and Christmas Markets. After
lunchtime we continue past St Anton and through The Arlberg
Tunnel into the Appenzell Region of Switzerland. Surrounded
by undulating fields, hills and mountains, Appenzell is old
fashioned even by Swiss standards being full of well-preserved
16th-century buildings, including some delightfully painted
wooden houses. We stay here two nights. Meals: B,D
S TAY

Your Appenzell Hotel –
Hotel Hecht
Centrally located in the historic and charming
town centre this 3 star hotel offers rooms with
modern facilities.

DISCOVER OUR INCLUDED EXPERIENCES – SIGHTS YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS!

2

IG

N

The bonus is that from anywhere
in town you can see the mighty
Matterhorn – a majestic peak
that soars high above the village.
Wake up on Christmas Day in
this amazing place and enjoy
a Christmas like no other.

Visit the picture perfect town of Hallstatt

S

My favourite village in the Swiss
Alps, Zermatt will charm you with
its pretty squares and buildings
adorned with Christmas lights
and decorations. The village
atmosphere is so serene with
no petrol cars and little noise.
Nestled amongst chic hotels
and designer shops you’ll find in
the heart of town – a centuriesold hamlet of wooden, stone
and slate cottages amongst
cobblestoned alleys. Delightful!

HT

DAY 5

A horse drawn carriage ride in
Neu St Johann & St Gallen

This morning we drive over the mountains to Neu St Johann
to enjoy a delightful horse drawn carriage ride through the
countryside. Lunchtime is at leisure in the beautifully preserved
town of St Gallen. A highlight will be an included visit to the
1,000 year old, UNESCO World heritage listed Stiftsbibliothek.
This historic, wooden panelled library houses over 160,000
books and manuscripts, some of which date back as far as the
8th century. Your afternoon is at leisure in Appenzell before
dinner in your hotel. Meals: B,D

A Swiss Christmas in Zermatt | 11 Days | Munich to Luzern

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 10 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 19 meals – breakfast (B)
and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine, beer,
soft drink, tea/coffee with all
included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances

Take an unforgettable journey on the Glacier Express

 Personal audio system on
tour

© Glacier Express

Christmas Day – ‘My Time’
in an Alpine paradise

At Chur we board the famous Glacier Express train which
takes us along the ‘Valais’ through Switzerland’s finest
mountain scenery to the world famous alpine resort of
Zermatt, where we stay the next four magical nights over
Christmas. Set at an altitude of 1,620 metres (5,310 ft), the
village is surrounded by dozens of huge Alpine peaks and
dominating all is the mighty Matterhorn. Petrol-driven
vehicles are banned from the village and as such the peace
and quiet enhances the wooden chalets and small winding
village streets. Stunning! Meals: B,D

S TAY
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Your Zermatt Hotel –
Hotel National
IG T
H
This distinctly first class hotel is superbly
located in the heart of the stunning village of Zermatt.

DAY 7

Zermatt walking tour and ‘My Time’
This morning your Tour Manager will escort you on an
orientation walk of this fascinating mountain retreat, from
its modern chic apartments and hotels to little winding
streets still lined with traditional stone and slate hamlets
and cottages. The rest of the day is free to relax in the crisp
clean air. Perhaps explore the town or go for a walk on the
70 kilometres of winter trails along the valley. Meals: B

DAY 8

Christmas Eve! To celebrate, we have included a ride on the
Gornergrat funicular train (cog railway) up to the highest open
air railway station in Europe – the Gornergrat. At 3,100 metres
(10,170 feet) the view from the top across the Alps is beyond
belief. We have also included a warming hot drink on the
terrace of the Kulmhotel restaurant, surrounded by one of the
great vistas of the world – the mighty Matterhorn and the 28
other 4,000 metre high peaks that surround you. Tonight we
continue the celebrations with a wonderful four course
Christmas Eve dinner in our hotel. Meals: B,D

Christmas Day! What a magnificent location to relax and do as
much, or as little, as you want! Whether you are a ‘super active
snow sports’ person or a ‘take it easy and relax’ person there
are numerous activities you can enjoy, and your Tour Manager
will be at hand to assist and advise you. You will be in the
heart of the Matterhorn glacier paradise and the whole valley
and mountainside is alive with activity. There are numerous
cable cars and lifts that can whisk you up the mountains.
At virtually all ‘drop off’ points there are restaurants, cafés and
observation points – usually with extraordinary panoramic
views spanning the jagged Alps. Perhaps take a cable car up
to the Klein Matterhorn. At 3,883 metres, it is the highest cable
car station in Europe. From here you can clearly see Europe’s
highest mountain Mont Blanc (4,810 metres) which is in France,
and the summit of the Gran Paradiso in Italy. Alternatively,
catch a lift to Rotenboden and visit the igloo village where you
can enjoy a Swiss cheese fondue or a ‘white igloo mulled wine’
in the ice bar. The toboggan ride down to Zermatt also starts
from here! A five course Christmas Day dinner is included at
your hotel. Meals: B,D

Chateau Chillon, Montreux
and Luzern

Driving to Montreux on Lake Geneva, we have included
entrance and a guided tour through the beautifully preserved
Château Chillon. Later we journey on to the lovely lake-side
town of Luzern with its covered wooden bridges. Tonight enjoy
a farewell dinner. Meals: B,D
S TAY

1

Your Luzern Hotel –
N
Hotel Schweizerhof
IGH
This superb 5 star hotel is located on the
banks of the Lake, in the heart of Luzern’s old town.

DAY 11

Luzern

 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

A Swiss Christmas in Zermatt
tour is just one of many you
can enjoy in Austria, Germany
or Switzerland. View each
destination page or contact us.
Austrian Tours
German Tours
Switzerland Tours

DAY 10

T

The Glacier Express train to
world famous Zermatt

Ride the cog railway to the
Gornergrat and see
the mighty Matterhorn

 Free WiFi at most hotels

DAY 9

DAY 6

Your Christmas tour comes to a close and it is time to say
farewell. For those of you joining one of our wonderful New
Year Tours that begin in Munich or Milan, the good news is, we
have arranged complimentary Group transfers on
28 December. Meals: B

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com
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Christmas in a
Swiss Spa Resort
12 Days | Munich to Luzern

NEW
FOR
2022
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In Leukerbad pamper yourself in a steaming outdoor spa

Days 5 & 6
 Stay 2 nights in historic
Appenzell
 Visit the UNESCO listed, 1,000
year old library in St Gallen, and
its old town Christmas Markets
 Enjoy a horse drawn carriage
ride in Neu St Johann and visit
Lindau on Lake Constance

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in Bavaria’s
cosmopolitan capital of Munich
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink and
Dinner at your hotel

Bavaria

Germany
Lake
Constance

France

St Gallen
Neu St Johann
Zürich

APPENZELL 2

3
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1 MUNICH
Wieskirche
Oberammergau
Linderhof

Lindau

3 Christmas Market Visits
Munich,
Garmisch-Partenkirchen,
St Gallen

S

Days 11 & 12
 Stay 1 night in lakeside Luzern
with its covered bridges
 Explore Byron’s Château de
Chillon & Montreux’ fabulous
lakeside promenade
 Enjoy a farewell dinner and
Swiss Folklore Show in a
local restaurant

CH

MUNICH

AS

APPENZELL

M

LUZERN

Garmisch-Partenkirchen

Neuschwanstein Castle

Austria

FÜSSEN

LUZERN

Switzerland

1

Chur

FÜSSEN
Lake
Geneva

Mt Gemmi
Montreux

4

Glacier Express

LEUKERBAD
Zermatt

Days 2, 3 & 4
 Stay 3 nights in the Bavarian town of Füssen
 Visit Steingaden and the picturesque Wieskirche – ‘Church in the Meadows’
 Be guided through the ‘fairytale’ Neuschwanstein Castle
 Visit extravagant Linderhof Palace and the Passion Play village of Oberammergau
 Explore Garmisch-Partenkirchen’s pedestrian heart, complete with wonderful
Christmas Markets and visit the mesmerising Olympic ski jump and stadium

Italy
LEUKERBAD
Days 7, 8, 9 & 10
 Stay 4 nights over Christmas in the stunning, mountain perched ‘spa town’ of Leukerbad
 Christmas Eve take the cable car up Mount Gemmi for a Swiss lunch in the Wildstrubel
panoramic restaurant
 Relax on Christmas Day and pamper yourself in the spa & wellness centre of your hotel
 Ride in panoramic carriages on the Glacier Express, passing over chasms and through the
mighty Alps
 Experience the spectacular snow laden scenery of ‘Le Valais’
 Explore Zermatt’s historical old mountain village with Matterhorn views
 Ride on the Gornergrat funicular surrounded by dozens of 4,000 metre peaks
 Enjoy quality ‘My Time’ in a stunning mountain location

Tour commences
Overnight stays
Included excursions
Location reference

Top 5 highlights
Enjoy time on Christmas Day floating
in a steaming thermal swimming pool
Soak up the atmosphere of festive
Christmas Markets
Explore Bavaria’s romantic fairytale
castles and palaces

Visit the Gornergrat to see the
mighty Matterhorn

Countries visited
Germany
Switzerland

Your tour commences this evening in cosmopolitan Munich.
Shopping is always excellent in Munich – particularly around
the town hall and the decorated wooden Christmas Market
stalls. Before your Bavarian style buffet dinner enjoy a
welcome drink in the hotel. Meals: D
S TAY

1

Your Munich Hotel –
N
Maritim Hotel
IGH
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in the
city centre near the central railway station, and just a few
minutes’ walk from the main pedestrian shopping mall.

Baroque creation with incredible painted ceilings. Later we
reach the nearby, picturesque town of Füssen where we stay
the next three nights. Your Tour Manager will take you on
a brief orientation walking tour of the old town. Füssen is
delightful! Stretches of the original Roman defensive walls are
still in place, and the cobblestoned, pedestrianized centre of
town is filled with shops, restaurants and historic houses,
many elaborately painted. High above, the old castle of the
Prince-Bishops of Augsburg dominates the town.
Meals: B,D
S TAY

DAY 2

Steingaden, beautiful Wieskirche
and Bavarian Alps

A very leisurely start as we drive south towards the Bavarian
Alps. Lunchtime will be at leisure in the village of Steingaden,
which sits astride the junction of the Romantic and Alpine
roads. Highlight of your day will be a visit to the richly
decorated Wieskirche (Church in the Meadows) – a fabulous

3

Your Bavarian Hotel –
Hotel Hirsch
IG T
H
This superbly located hotel, in the heart of
Füssen on the edge of the picturesque old town,
was built in the ‘Art Nouveau’ style and has been owned
by the same family for four generations.
N

Ride the famous Glacier Express train

DAY 1

Munich

T
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AVERAGE 96 KMS PER DAY

continued

www.albatrosstours.com
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CHRISTMAS TOUR

Switzerland’s
best kept
secret
By Euan Landsborough
‘The Mo’
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DAY 3

DAY 5

This morning we visit the nearby village of Hohenschwangau.
After a brisk walk uphill you will enjoy a visit to one of the most
inspiring and famous castles in the world – ‘Mad’ King Ludwig’s
romantic Neuschwanstein Castle. Our guided tour will take us
through the King’s apartments, staterooms, halls and throne
room all reminiscent of a Wagner operatic saga. Lunchtime is
at leisure in Hohenschwangau. The remainder of your day and
evening is free in Füssen – ‘My Time’ to explore this medieval
town. Meals: B

Crossing southern Germany, we make a stop in Lindau on
Lake Constance. This beautifully preserved island town
is complete with medieval lighthouses and cobblestoned
streets. Entering Switzerland, we reach Appenzell. Surrounded
by undulating fields, hills and mountains, Appenzell is old
fashioned, even by Swiss standards, being full of wellpreserved 16th-century buildings and painted wooden houses.
We stay here two nights. Meals: B,D

Neuschwanstein ‘fairytale’ Castle,
‘My Time’ in Füssen

DAY 4

Linderhof Palace, Oberammergau
and ‘My Time’ in Garmisch’
Christmas Markets

First stop of the day will be a visit to Linderhof, an extravagant
French Rococo Palace – yet another of King Ludwig’s amazing
creations. Lunchtime is in the pretty ‘Passion Play’ village of
Oberammergau, also famous for its ornately painted houses
and shops. In the afternoon we visit Germany’s premiere ski
resort of Garmisch-Partenkirchen. Before ‘My Time’ in town,
we will visit the mesmerising, enormous ski-jump and stadium,
made famous in the film ‘Eddie the Eagle’. At this time of year,
Garmisch town is beautifully decorated, and you will be able
to enjoy shopping in the pedestrian centre and delightful
Christmas markets. Meals: B,D

Lindau on Lake Constance and
‘old’ Appenzell

S TAY

Your Appenzell Hotel –
Romantik Hotel Säntis
This 4 star, wooden chalet style hotel is
brilliantly located on Appenzell’s historical
"Landsgemeindeplatz" town square.

2
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Our hotel has an amazing
array of these spa facilities.
And the great thing is that
many of the outside pools are
accessed directly by floating
from inside, so you don’t even
need to walk out into the cold!
Think about it… Christmas in a
charming spa town, playing in
snow covered mountains and
later being pampered in the
hot thermal baths edged with
banks of snow. Surreal! Let’s
face it, it is a perfect place to
enjoy 4 nights over Christmas!

Enjoy a guided tour of the ‘fairytale’ Neuschwanstein Castle

S

Ever heard of Leukerbad?
Probably not… For decades
everyone has talked about
those amazing exclusive Swiss
ski resorts such as Zermatt
(which we visit), Klosters (hello,
Prince Charles), Saint Moritz and
difficult to pronounce, Gstaad.
Yet what about the stunning
spa town of Leukerbad? Sure,
it has amazing panoramic
viewpoints, interlinking cable
cars, mountain restaurants and
snow play areas for skiers and
walkers alike. Yes, the drive up
there is utterly dramatic, and yes,
the scenery of massive jagged
peaks soaring so high and so
close is possibly the best in the
Alps. But it also has something
else very special. There are a
dozen massive heated swimming
pools, bubbling dip pools, spa
centres, and the most amazing
array of treatment houses – all
fed by the hot, therapeutic,
natural thermal water which
spring from the surrounding
mountains – at an astonishing
3.9 million litres per day!

HT

DAY 6

A horse drawn carriage ride in
Neu St Johann & St Gallen Markets

This morning we drive over the mountains to Neu St Johann
to enjoy a delightful horse drawn carriage ride through the
countryside. Lunchtime is at leisure in the beautifully preserved
town of St Gallen. A highlight will be an included visit to the
1,000 year old, UNESCO World heritage listed Stiftsbibliothek.
This historic, wooden panelled library houses over 160,000
books and manuscripts, some of which date back as far as the
8th century. The remainder of your afternoon and evening is at
leisure in Appenzell. Meals: B

NEW ITINERARIES, EXCITING NEW ADVENTURES WITH HAND-SELECTED INCLUSIONS TO BRING EACH DESTINATION TO LIFE

Christmas in a Swiss Spa Resort | 12 Days | Munich to Luzern

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 11 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 20 meals – breakfast (B),
lunch (L) and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine, beer,
soft drink, tea/coffee with all
included dinners

Travel on the famous Glacier Express train
Image Swiss Tourism

DAY 7

At Chur we board the famous Glacier Express train and, settled
in our panoramic carriages, we ride along the ‘Valais’ through
Switzerland’s finest mountain scenery. Ranked as one of
the world’s top train trips you will cross bridges, go through
tunnels and over the 2,033 metre Oberalp Pass. From Brig we
drive up the winding Alpine road as it climbs through ravines
and frozen waterfalls to reach our Christmas destination – the
spa town of Leukerbad. Set in a hidden valley at an altitude of
1,400 metres your Christmas village is surrounded by towering,
jagged peaks. We will stay here for the next four nights over
Christmas. Meals: B,D
S TAY

S

N

Your Leukerbad Hotel –
Le Bristol Hotel
IG T
H
This 4 star spa hotel is ideally located near
the cable cars & mountain restaurants and boasts
the largest private Wellness & Spa centre in the region,
with indoor and outdoor thermal baths. Perfect for your
‘My Time’ over Christmas.

DAY 8

Christmas Eve – A cable car ride
up Mount Gemmi for a Swiss
mountain lunch

Late morning, we will enjoy a cable car ride up to the restaurant
and panoramic terrace on Mount Gemmi. Here we have
included a typical Swiss mountain lunch. Your afternoon and
evening is free to explore Leukerbad town, enjoy the hotel’s
spa, surrounded by massive mountains. Meals: B,L,D

DAY 9

Christmas Day – ‘My Time’ sampling
the Spas in Leukerbad
Enjoy a totally free day. What a magnificent location to relax
and do as much, or as little, as you want! Whether you are a
‘super active snow sports’ person or a ‘take it easy and relax’
person there are numerous activities you can enjoy, and your
Tour Manager will be at hand to assist and advise you. The
mountains surrounding you are staggering and the whole
town is famous for its giant spas fed by natural steaming hot
spring water drawn from deep in the mountains. Maybe relax
and enjoy the hotel’s excellent spa and pampering treatment
programme, explore the wonderful Alpine village, go on
winter walks or catch cable cars up to the restaurants and bars
perched high above on the pristine white, snow-covered ski
fields. Wonderful! Meals: B,D

Boxing Day – Zermatt and
the Matterhorn

Driving deep into the mountains we reach Taesch, where we
catch a cog railway train up to world-famous Zermatt. At an
altitude of 1,620 metres (5,315 ft), the village is surrounded by
huge peaks and dominating them all is the mighty Matterhorn.
Petrol-driven vehicles are banned from the village and as
such the peace and quiet enhances the wooden chalets and
small winding village streets. As a highlight we have included
the Gornergrat funicular train to the highest open air railway
station in Europe. On the restaurant terrace we will enjoy
a warming hot drink while taking in the astounding views
across 28 magnificent peaks all over 4,000 metres high.
Sensational! Meals: B

 Personal audio system on
tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

DAY 11

Château Chillon, Montreux
and Luzern

Driving to Montreux on Lake Geneva, we have included
entrance and a guided tour through the beautifully preserved
Château Chillon. Later we journey on to the lovely lakeside
town of Luzern with its covered wooden bridges. The
remainder of your afternoon is at leisure. Your farewell dinner
tonight promises to be an unforgettable experience as we
dine in a local Swiss Restaurant and enjoy traditional Swiss
fare and a Folklore show. Meals: B,D
Your Luzern Hotel –
Hotel Wilden Mann
This charming 4 star hotel is conveniently
located only 200 metres walk from the
historic Chapel Bridge.

N

The Christmas in a Swiss Spa
Resort tour is just one of many
you can enjoy in Germany
or Switzerland. View each
destination page or contact us.
German Tours

S TAY

Switzerland Tours

IGH

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

1

T

The Glacier Express train to the
mountain spa town of Leukerbad

4

 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances

DAY 10

DAY 12

Luzern

Your Christmas tour comes to a close and it is time to say
farewell. For those of you joining one of our wonderful
New Year Tours that begin in Munich or Milan, the good news is,
we have arranged complimentary Group transfers. Meals: B

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com
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Swiss Alps &
Christmas in Bavaria
14 Days | Zürich to Munich

NEW
FOR
2022
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See the Mighty Matterhorn from the top of the Gornergrat

Days 1 & 2
 Stay 2 nights in stylish Zürich
 Enjoy ‘My Time’ amongst Zürich’s
fabulous Christmas Markets and
see the famous Swarovski crystal
covered Christmas tree.
 Visit historic lakeside Luzern,
with its ancient covered wooden
bridges and Christmas Markets

Switzerland

1

5

Kloster Ettal

KLOSTERS

2
KLOSTERS

Glacier The Alps
Express

LEUKERBAD

3

Italy

LEUKERBAD
5

Mont Blanc
AVERAGE 97 KMS PER DAY

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

Top 5 highlights
Celebrate Christmas in the famous
Bavarian village of Oberammergau

Stay in a Spa hotel in the Swiss Alps
Visit the fairytale Neuschwanstein
Castle and beautiful baroque palaces

DAY 1

Your tour commences this evening in Zürich. Tonight a welcome
drink and dinner are included. This is an ideal opportunity to
meet your fellow travellers. Meals: D
S TAY

2

Your Zürich Hotel –
Hotel Glockenhof
IG T
H
This modern 4 star hotel is located in the
heart of the city, within easy walking distance of
Zürcher Bahnhofstrasse (main shopping street) and the
waterfront of Lake Zürich.

DAY 2

Countries visited

We will spend the morning in the pretty lake side city of Luzern,
with its quaint covered bridges and ancient houses with
decorative painted facades. Your afternoon is free to explore
Zürich. The shopping is excellent and there is so much to see.
Make sure you visit Zürich’s Christkindlmarkt market in the
main train station. Featuring 150 stalls, it is one of the largest
indoor Christmas markets in Europe and the absolute highlight
is a 15 metre tall Christmas tree decorated with thousands of
sparkling Swarovski crystals. Meals: B

Austria
Liechtenstein
Switzerland

Luzern sightseeing, ‘My Time’ and
Christmas markets

Château Chillon and ‘My Time’
in Montreux

First stop will be in Montreux for a guided tour through the
beautifully preserved Château Chillon. Made famous in Byron’s
poem ‘The Prisoner of Chillon’, this 13th century fortress juts
out imposingly into Lake Geneva. Lunchtime is at leisure to
explore Montreux’ excellent Christmas markets that stretch
all along the grand lakeside promenade and foreshore. Look
out for the statue of Freddie Mercury, who spent his last years
here. Later we drive along the scenic Swiss ‘Valais’ before
dramatically winding our way high up into the mountains
to the Alpine Spa town of Leukerbad, where we stay three
nights. Meals: B,D
S TAY

3

Your Leukerbad Hotel –
Le Bristol Hotel
IG T
H
This 4 star hotel is ideally located near the
cable cars & mountain restaurants and boasts the largest
private Wellness & Spa centre in the region, with indoor and
outdoor thermal baths.
N

Experience the funicular train & cable
car ride to the summit of Zugspitze

Germany

Days 6 & 7
 Stay 2 nights in a beautiful
chalet style hotel in the chic
mountain resort of Klosters
 Take a thrilling ride in
panoramic carriages on the
Glacier Express, passing over
chasms and through the mighty
Alps to Chur
 Explore and play with ‘My Time’
amongst high snowy peaks

DAY 3

Zürich

N

Ride on the iconic Glacier Express
& Gornergrat trains

Days 3, 4 & 5
 Stay 3 nights high in the mountains in the ‘spa town’ of Leukerbad
 Explore Byron’s Chateau de Chillon & Montreux’s fabulous lakeside
Christmas markets
 Experience the spectacular scenery of ‘Le Valais’
 Visit the stunning village of Zermatt, ride the funicular train up to the
Gornergrat for extraordinary mountain views to the Matterhorn
 Enjoy a mountain ‘My Time’ day, and pamper yourself in your spa hotel

S

Zermatt

Austria

The Tyrol

Bernese Oberland Chur

Lake
Geneva

OBERAMMERGAU

Innsbruck

Vaduz

MUNICH

Germany

Neuschwanstein Castle
Linderhof Palace
Zugspitze

Luzern

Montreux

S

Days 13 & 14
 Stay 1 night in Bavaria’s capital, Munich,
and enjoy a farewell meal
 Enjoy a panoramic drive around the city

Wieskirche
Liechtenstein Füssen

France

KET

MUNICH

Bavaria

2 ZÜRICH

AR

S

ZÜRICH

CH

Days 8, 9, 10, 11 & 12
 Stay 5 nights and celebrate Christmas in the Bavarian village
of Oberammergau
 Enjoy a traditional Christmas Eve dinner & Turkey lunch on
Christmas Day
 Relax on a horse drawn carriage ride on Christmas Day
 Drive down the Inn valley and explore medieval Innsbruck
and see the ‘Golden Roof’
 Visit Neuschwanstein Castle & the picturesque Wieskirche
 Spend time in the picturesque town of Füssen
 Experience the incredible funicular train & cable car ride up
to the summit of the Zugspitze
 Visit extravagant Linderhof Palace, Kloster Ettal & the
Oberammergau Passion Play Theatre

T
R IS M

M

4 Christmas Market Visits
Zürich, Luzern,
Montreux, Innsbruck

AS

OBERAMMERGAU

continued
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CHRISTMAS TOUR

by Euan Landsborough,
‘The Mo’
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Courtesy of Jayden Oxley

DAY 4

‘My Time’ sampling the Spas
in Leukerbad

Enjoy a totally free day. The mountains surrounding you are
staggering and the whole town is famous for its giant spas fed
by natural steaming hot spring water drawn from deep in the
mountains. Maybe relax and enjoy the hotel’s excellent spa
and pampering treatment programme, explore the wonderful
Alpine village, go on winter walks or catch cable cars up to the
restaurants and bars perched high above on the pristine white,
snow-covered ski fields. Wonderful! Meals: B

DAY 5

Zermatt and the Matterhorn

Driving deep into the mountains we reach Taesch, where we
catch a cog railway train up to world-famous Zermatt. At an
altitude of 1,620 metres (5,315 ft), the village is surrounded
by huge peaks and dominating all is the mighty Matterhorn.
Petrol-driven vehicles are banned from the village and as such
the peace and quiet enhances the wooden chalets and small
winding streets. Stunning! As a highlight we have included
the Gornergrat funicular train to the highest open air railway
station in Europe. On the restaurant terrace we will enjoy a
warming hot drink while taking in the astounding views across
28 magnificent peaks all over 4,000 metres high! Meals: B,D

DAY 6

The scenic Glacier Express train
to Chur

At Brig we board the famous Glacier Express train which
takes us along the ‘Valais’ through Switzerland’s finest
mountain scenery to Chur. We have reserved seats in the
panoramic carriages. Ranked as one of the world’s top train
trips you will cross some of the 291 bridges, the 2,033 metre
Oberalp Pass and 91 tunnels. After a little free time to explore
Chur, Switzerland’s oldest city, we continue to the exclusive ski
resort of Klosters, where we stay the next two nights.
Meals: B,D

S TAY

2

Your Klosters hotel –
Hotel Alpina
IG T
H
Set in the centre of town, this family run,
chalet style hotel offers traditional Alpine ambience.
N

With 5 nights staying deep in
the snow rich Swiss Alps and
another 5 nights over Christmas
in Oberammergau you will have
time to play in the snow. It is the
perfect opportunity to create
the perfect snow angel, build a
huge snowman or make some
snow balls to throw at your loved
ones! How do you make a snow
angel? Find a stretch of deep,
unspoilt ‘dry’ snow, then lay back
onto it and flap your arms up
and down, and slide your legs
in and out, like an idiot! Get up
and look at the snow image you
have created. It sounds silly, it
feels silly, but it is so much fun.
Also try your hand at making a
snow man. You will need three
big snow balls. Create a big
snow ball and then roll it, the
bigger and heavier it gets the
more it picks up snow. In no
time it is huge. Then flatten the
top a bit. Next, make a second
smaller one, not one so big
you can’t lift it on to the larger
one. Now make the head and
decorate. It is something you will
always remember, look back
on, and have a good laugh
about! As they say…. ‘Release
that inner child…. It is still there!’

Innsbruck Christmas Markets

S

The Perfect
Snow Man

DAY 7

‘My Time’ in Klosters &
the mountains

A magnificent day to enjoy ‘My Time’ in the stunning scenery
which surrounds you, and do as much, or as little, as you want!
Whether you are a ‘super active snow sports’ person or a
‘take it easy and relax’ person there are numerous activities
you can enjoy, and your Tour Manager will be at hand to assist
and advise you. You can easily access all the main peaks by
funicular trains, cable cars and chair lifts. At all ‘drop off’ points
there are restaurants, cafés and restroom facilities – usually
with extraordinary panoramic views. Maybe try your hand at
Nordic skiing, snow shoe walking or simply stroll along winter
footpaths? Alternatively enjoy your hotel’s indoor pool and spa
facilities. Meals: B,D

DAY 8

‘My Time’ in Innsbruck, Christmas
Markets and Oberammergau

Driving into Austria’s Tyrol region we stop to enjoy lunchtime
in the Winter Olympic resort of Innsbruck. You will have time
to explore the old town with its famous ‘Golden Roof’ and
picturesque Christmas Markets. In the afternoon we will drive
over the incredibly scenic Garmisch-Partenkirchen mountain
pass into Bavaria to the historic village of Oberammergau and
our Christmas hotel, where we stay the next five nights.
Famed for its ‘Passion Play’ performances which have been
staged every 10 years since the 1600’s, Oberammergau is
set in the picturesque Ammer Valley beneath snow-capped
mountains. The town itself is also famous for its beautifully
painted houses and chalets. On arrival we will be greeted with a
welcome drink. All dinners, including traditional Christmas Eve
dinner and a Christmas Day Turkey lunch are included over the
next five days. Meals: B,D

LIKE SOME ADVICE? OUR EXPERIENCED TEAM WILL SHARE THEIR KNOWLEDGE. GIVE US A CALL TODAY

Swiss Alps & Christmas in Bavaria | 14 Days | Zürich to Munich

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 13 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 25 meals – breakfast (B),
lunch (L) and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine, beer,
soft drink, tea/coffee with all
included dinners

Visit the extravagant Linderhof Palace

5

S

N

Your Bavarian Alps Christmas
Hotel – Parkhotel Sonnenhof
IG T
H
This 4 star, family run hotel is located within
easy walking distance of both the centre of town
and the mountain lifts. Built in the pretty, wooden
Alpine chalet style, it makes a perfect ‘home away from
home’ to enjoy a delightful festive Christmas

DAY 9

Neuschwanstein Castle,
’My Time’ in Füssen and Wieskirche

This morning we take you on a picturesque drive to the village
of Hohenschwangau. After a brisk walk uphill, you will enjoy
a visit to one of the most inspiring and famous castles in
the world – ‘Mad’ King Ludwig’s romantic Neuschwanstein
Castle. At the Castle we have included a guided tour inside
the King’s apartments, staterooms, halls and throne room all
reminiscent of a Wagner operatic saga. Lunchtime is at leisure
in nearby Füssen. Füssen is delightful! Stretches of the original
Roman defensive walls are still in place, and the cobblestoned,
pedestrianised centre of town is filled with shops, restaurants
and historic houses, many elaborately painted. High above,
the old castle of the Prince-Bishops of Augsburg dominates
the town. On our return journey we make a special stop at the
richly decorated Wieskirche (Church in the Meadows) with its
incredible painted ceilings. Meals: B,D

DAY 10

Christmas Eve at the top of the world
– the mighty Zugspitze!

In nearby Garmisch-Partenkirchen we board a funicular train
which takes us across snow laden fields to the base of the
mighty Zugspitze. At this point the train enters the mountain
and tunnels its way up to Zugspitzeplatt station at an altitude
of 2,600 metres. Here you can be entertained by the alpine
hustle and bustle and marvel at the acrobatic stunts of the
freeskiers and snowboarders in Terrain Park Zugspitze. There
is also the marvellous SonnAlpin Glacier Restaurant to enjoy a
relaxing brunch. Later we will catch the cable car to the summit
of the Zugspitze Mountain, Germany’s highest peak. At an
altitude of nearly 3,000 metres the views are quite stupendous.
Take in the unmatched 360° panorama with a view of more
than 400 peaks in Austria, Italy, Switzerland and Germany, or
enjoy lunch in the Gipfelalm rustic summit lodge. We then catch
the Eibsee cable car all the way down to the lakeside where our
coach meets us and takes us back to our Christmas hotel. The
warm glow will continue as we enjoy a traditional Christmas
Eve Dinner. Meals: B,D

DAY 11

 Personal audio system on
tour

Christmas Day – ‘My Time’
in a Bavarian village and a
horse drawn carriage ride

 Free WiFi at most hotels

Christmas Day as it should be – relaxing, eating, drinking
and definitely no Indiana Jones repeats, washing up and
unwelcome long-lost relatives! Highlight of the day will be your
ride in a horse drawn carriage through the local countryside.
Enjoy a Christmas Day Turkey lunch at your hotel. The rest of
the day will be free in this delightful Alpine location. Perhaps
go for a winter walk or take a cable car to the top of the ski
fields. Meals: B,L,D

 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

DAY 12

Linderhof Palace, Kloster Ettal
and the Oberammergau Passion
Play Theatre

Boxing Day! This morning we visit nearby Linderhof, an
extravagant French Rococo Palace – yet another of King
Ludwig’s amazing creations. Later we stop at Kloster Ettal.
This monastery in a lovely shaded valley dates back over
700 years and is one of the finest examples of Rococo
architecture in existence. This afternoon we return to
Oberammergau where we have included a guided tour
through the amazing Passion Play Theatre. Meals: B,D

Munich sightseeing and ‘My Time’

After a leisurely start we travel to Munich. On arrival we have
included a panoramic drive around the city, which will orientate
you with the main sights, such as the neo-gothic town hall,
and the wonderful church known as the Frauenkirche. Your
afternoon is at leisure to explore this cosmopolitan city.
This evening we have included a farewell dinner in a local
restaurant. Meals: B,D
S TAY

1

Your Munich Hotel –
N
Maritim Hotel
IGH
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in the
city centre near the central railway station, and just a few
minutes’ walk from the main pedestrian shopping mall.

DAY 14 ~ 28 DECEMBER

Munich

The Swiss Alps and Christmas
in Bavaria tour is just one of
many you can enjoy in Austria,
Germany or Switzerland. View
each destination page or
contact us.
Austrian Tours
German Tours

DAY 13

T

S TAY

 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances

This morning it is time to say farewell as your tour ends. For
those of you joining one of our wonderful New Year Tours that
begin in Luzern or Milan, the good news is, we have arranged
complimentary Group transfers. Meals: B

Switzerland Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com
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An Alpine
Christmas Adventure
17 Days | Milan to Munich
“This tour was truly first class
in all ways. The itinerary, hotel,
excursions, tour director, driver
and the scenery were spectacular.
The best Christmas tour anyone
could ever imagine. Albatross
have certainly come up with
a winner 10/10!” Carol
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Stay in the Swiss village of Grindelwald

Days 4 & 5
 Stay 2 nights in the Swiss Riviera town of
Montreux
 Visit lakeside Geneva, follow the spectacular
Lavaux Wine Road to Vevey, and Charlie
Chaplin’s world
 Explore Byron’s Chateau de Chillon &
Montreux’s lakeside Christmas markets

Switzerland
Interlaken
Gruyéres
Vevey

Lake
Geneva

Geneva

3

CHAMONIX

INNSBRUCK AND MUNICH
Days 15, 16 & 17
 Visit Vaduz in Lichtenstein and drive
down the Inn valley
 Stay 1 night in Innsbruck
 Visit Ludwig’s ‘fairytale’
Neuschwanstein Palace and Füssen
 Stay 1 night in Munich and enjoy a
farewell meal

Italy
MILAN

MILAN

1

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in stylish Milan
 Enjoy a Welcome drink and
dine in a local restaurant

FRENCH ALPS

Top 5 highlights
Take the funicular up the Jungfraujoch

Days 9, 10 & 11
 Stay 3 nights in the ‘spa town’ of Leukerbad
 Explore Thun’s old town and cruise on the lake to Spiez
 Visit the stunning village of Zermatt with Matterhorn views
 Ride on the Matterhorn Glacier Paradise cable car
 Experience the spectacular scenery of ‘Le Valais’
 Enjoy a free day to be pampered in your spa hotel

Experience the Glacier Express train
Explore Neuschwanstein Castle

Countries visited

Your Chamonix Hotel –
Le Refuge des Aiglons
This 4 star hotel is only a short walk
from the pedestrianised centre & offers
magnificent mountain views.

Milan

Your tour commences this evening in Milan. Dinner tonight
is included in a local restaurant but first enjoy a welcome
drink. This is an ideal opportunity to meet your fellow
travellers. Meals: D
S TAY

1

Your Milan Hotel –
N
Hilton Hotel
IGH
This modern 4 star hotel is in a brilliant location,
located just a short walk from central station.

Germany
Austria
Liechtenstein
Switzerland
France
Italy

DAY 2

Aosta and Chamonix
in the French Alps

Days 12, 13 & 14
 Stay 3 nights in a chalet style hotel in
the mountain resort of Klosters
 Savour Christmas in the snowy Alps
 Ride in panoramic carriages on the
Glacier Express, passing over chasms
and through the mighty Alps
 Explore the old village of Chur
 Enjoy a Christmas Eve horse drawn
carriage ride
 Spend Christmas Day at leisure in a
magnificent setting

S TAY

DAY 1

T

Ride the Matterhorn Glacier
Paradise cable car

LEUKERBAD

KLOSTERS

Driving west, our first stop is in the foothills of the Italian Alps
in the historic town of Aosta. Capital of the Valle d’Aosta region,
you will find cafes and shops sitting next to Christmas markets
and Roman ruins. Passing Courmayeur, we take the Mont Blanc
Tunnel under Europe’s highest mountains, to enter the mighty
French Alps. This is the Haute Savoie region, filled with a dozen
world class ski resorts, and the enormous mountains of the
Mont Blanc massif. Chamonix with its designer boutiques,
restaurants and après ski bars is the perfect base to stay the
next 2 exciting nights. Meals: B,D

2

IG

N

Celebrate Christmas in Klosters

S

3

KLOSTERS

Mont Blanc

Days 2 & 3
 Stay 2 nights in Chamonix under the
shadow of the Mont Blanc massif
 Visit ancient Aosta in the Italian Alps, &
take the Mont Blanc tunnel into France
 Explore world famous Chamonix
and take the glacier train to the
dramatic Mer du Glace
 Savour Chamonix’s dining & shopping

Austria

INNSBRUCK

Glacier The Alps
Express

Zermatt

Aosta

Neuschwanstein
Castle

The Tyrol

MONTREUX
LEUKERBAD

2

Germany
1

GRINDELWALD

3

Spiez

2

Bavaria

Vaduz

Bernese Oberland Chur

France

KET

MUNICH

Luzern

Bern

AR

1

Fussen

Liechtenstein

T
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MONTREUX

CH

Days 6, 7 & 8
 Stay 3 nights in the mountain village of Grindelwald
in the stunning 5 star Romantik Hotel Schweizerhof
 Visit hilltop Gruyères & medieval Bern
 Take the incredible funicular train up to the
Jungfraujoch, explore the ice palace, look down on the
massive Aletsch Glacier
 Visit historic Luzern and Interlaken
 Pamper yourself in the hotel’s excellent wellness centre

5 Christmas Market Visits
Aosta, Montreux, Bern,
Luzern and Chur

AS

THE BERNESE OBERLAND

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

M

AVERAGE 99 KMS PER DAY

HT

DAY 3

The historic Red Train and ‘My Time’
This morning we board the historic ‘Red Train’ which winds its
way up through the forests and valleys to Montenvers station.
From the café terrace you have spectacular views onto some of
Chamonix’s highest and most dramatic peaks.
At 1,913 metres you will also be able to look down onto the
largest glacier in France, the spectacular Mer du Glace –
the ‘Sea of Ice’. Your afternoon is at leisure in Chamonix town.
Time to stroll amongst the cafés, shops and boutiques set
under the shadow of the Mont Blanc massif. Meals: B
continued
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The mountains
are calling
by Euan Landsborough,
‘The Mo’

Geneva, Chaplin’s Vevey
and the Swiss Riviera

This morning we visit Geneva where you have time at leisure
to explore Switzerland’s second largest city. On the beautiful
foreshore of Lake Geneva you will see the city’s symbolic
140 metre high Jet d’Eau fountain. Later we follow the
spectacular stone-terraced, vineyard covered, Lavaux wine
road to Charlie Chaplin’s hometown of Vevey. Make sure you
have your photo taken next to the statue of the ‘little man
with baggy pants’. We also visit Chaplin’s World, a museum
dedicated to the legendary artist. We stay the next 2 nights
in nearby Montreux, on the exclusive Swiss Riviera.
Meals: B,D
S TAY

2

S

Your Montreux Hotel –
Hotel Eurotel
IG T
H
This impressive 4 star hotel is located on the
shore of Lake Geneva, just a short stroll along the lakeside
promenade to the heart of Montreux.

DAY 5

Chateau Chillon
and ‘My Time’ in Montreux

First stop will be a guided tour through the beautifully
preserved Château Chillon. Made famous in Byron’s poem
‘The Prisoner of Chillon’, this 13th century fortress juts out
imposingly into Lake Geneva. The rest of the day is at leisure
to explore Montreux. Make sure you explore the excellent
Christmas markets that stretch all along the grand lakeside
promenade and foreshore. Meals: B

DAY 6

Gruyères, Bern
and the Bernese Oberland

This morning we visit the unique village of Gruyères! With
its castle perched on top of a steep rocky hill, the broad
cobblestoned main street, flanked by centuries old houses,
is an astounding time capsule and one of the great sights of
Europe. Lunchtime will be at leisure in Bern. A UNESCO World
Heritage landmark, this capital city is set on a spectacular bend

COME SHARE OUR LOVE OF EUROPE. IT’S INFECTIOUS

above the River Aare. In addition to kilometres of sheltered
arcaded shopping ways, an intriguing clock tower and the
famous ‘Bärengraben’ bear pits, there are several sets of
excellent Christmas markets scattered around the old town.
Later we drive deep into the heart of the Bernese Oberland to
Grindelwald where we stay the next 3 nights. Grindelwald is
known the world over for its dramatic setting surrounded by
massive snow-covered peaks and the views directly onto the
north face of the Eiger are exceptional. Meals: B,D
S TAY

3

Your Grindelwald Hotel –
Romantik Hotel Schweizerhof
IG T
H
This 5 star Spa hotel, featuring traditional Swiss
wooden décor, is a three minute walk from the centre of
Grindelwald and has an imposing backdrop of the worldfamous Eiger and Lauberhorn Mountains.

S

DAY 4

N

84

Travel high into the Swiss Alps by cable car

N

This 17 day Alpine Christmas
Adventure is the ultimate
Christmas tour. I have an absolute
love of the European Alps. Every
magical step, every curve and
turn opens a completely new
vista, and the character changes
all the time. That’s why I designed
this tour to tick all the boxes.
To really experience the complete
diversity offered by the French
and Swiss Alps. From riding a
train to the ‘Sea of Ice’ or taking
the Glacier Paradise cable
car – Europe’s highest – to
the incredible viewpoint and
restaurant surrounded by
28 peaks over 4,000 metres is
simply mesmerising. And then
there is the cog railway ride up
inside a mountain to the world
famous Jungfraujoch with its
ice caves and chocolate shops.
I selected some stunning spa
hotels, iconic sights to visit and
ensured free time to play, relax
and enjoy was always hardwired
into each stunning destination.
From chic Chamonix, to Geneva
and Château Chillon in Montreux,
to staying in a fantastic hotel
in Grindelwald with views of
the Eiger, or the spa town of
Leukerbad perched high in the
Alps. And Christmas had to be
perfect! So, to build excitement,
we ride on the incredible Glacier
Express panoramic train which
cuts through the glorious Alps,
on our way to gorgeous Klosters.
Time to relax and play! Christmas
Eve we clip clop on a romantic
horse drawn carriage ride through
the snow and Christmas Day is set
aside for play! For good measure,
we later add in a visit to ‘Mad’ King
Ludwig’s iconic Neuschwanstein
‘fairytale’ Palace in Bavaria. As I
said, this was designed to be the
Ultimate Christmas Adventure…
and it is!

DAY 7

Jungfrau mountain ride
and ‘My Time’ in Grindelwald

Boarding a local train we climb high into the mountains to
Kleine Scheidegg. Changing on to the Jungfrau Railway we
travel into a tunnel which takes us through the inside of the
north face of the Eiger, and up to the Jungfraujoch – the
highest railway station in Europe. At 3,454 metres (11,332 ft)
the views down onto the Aletsch Glacier are magnificent. You
will find several restaurants, an Ice Palace and the Lindt Swiss
Chocolate Heaven display. You can also take a lift another
100 metres higher to the dramatic Sphinx lookout point. This
afternoon enjoy ‘My Time’ to relax amidst the stunning scenery
which surrounds you or perhaps try your hand at a winter sport
or take a trip up one of the mountains? Meals: B

DAY 8

Luzern and Interlaken

Following the shore of picturesque Lake Brienz we reach lake
side Luzern, where we are joined by an expert local guide.
After exploring the town with its covered wooden bridges and
beautifully painted houses your time is at leisure amongst the
shops, cafes and Christmas markets. Mid-afternoon we visit
delightful Interlaken. Meals: B,D

An Alpine Christmas Adventure | 17 Days | Milan to Munich
DAY 9

DAY 14

First, we explore the historic town of Thun, before boarding a
boat for a relaxing cruise down Lake Thunersee to Spiez.
Later we board a train which takes us through the 14 km long
Lötschberg Tunnel into the Valais. Next we climb high up into
the mountains to the Alpine Spa town of Leukerbad,
where we stay 3 nights. Meals: B,D

What a magnificent location to relax in over Christmas!
‘My Time’ today to enjoy the stunning scenery which
surrounds you, and do as much, or as little, as you want!
Whether you are a ‘super active snow sports’ person
or a ‘take it easy and relax’ person there are numerous
activities you can enjoy, and your Tour Manager will be at
hand to assist and advise you. This morning perhaps hire
snow shoes and join your Tour Manager for a snow shoe
walk. Easy to do, this is a great experience. The skiing is
of course fantastic! Non-skiers can easily access all the
main peaks by funicular trains, cable cars and chair lifts.
At all ‘drop off’ points there are restaurants, cafés and
restroom facilities – usually with extraordinary panoramic
views. Maybe try your hand at Nordic skiing or simply stroll
along winter footpaths. Alternatively enjoy your hotel’s
indoor pool and spa facilities. Meals: B,D

Christmas Day – ‘My Time’
in Klosters

Historic Thun
and Lake Cruise to Spiez

S TAY

3

S

N

Your Leukerbad Hotel –
Le Bristol Hotel
IG T
H
This 4 star hotel is ideally located near the
cable cars & mountain restaurants and boasts the
largest private Wellness & Spa centre in the region,
with indoor and outdoor thermal baths.

DAY 10

Zermatt and the Matterhorn
Glacier Paradise cable car

DAY 15

DAY 11

‘My Time’ sampling the Spas
in Leukerbad

After a brief morning stop in Vaduz, capital of Liechtenstein,
we drive through the Arlberg Tunnel, and into the Tyrol
region of Austria. Following the spectacular Inn Valley
past St Anton, we reach the Winter Olympic resort of
Innsbruck. Dinner tonight is included in your hotel.
Meals: B,D

S TAY

1

Your Innsbruck Hotel –
N
AC Hotel by Marriott
IGH
This modern hotel is located a short walk from
the historic old town, and offers panoramic views
of the surrounding Alps.

 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 16 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 28 meals – breakfast (B)
and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine, beer,
soft drink, tea/coffee with all
included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system on
tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

DAY 12

The Glacier Express to Chur

At Brig we board the famous Glacier Express train which takes
us along the ‘Valais’ through Switzerland’s finest mountain
scenery to Chur. Ranked as one of the world’s top train trips
you will cross some of the 291 bridges, the 2,033 metre
Oberalp Pass and 91 tunnels. We have reserved seats in
the panoramic carriages. After free time to explore Chur,
Switzerland’s oldest city, we continue to Klosters to enjoy
3 nights over Christmas. Meals: B,D

3

N

IG

S

S TAY

HT

DAY 13

Christmas Eve – ‘My Time’ and
a horse drawn carriage ride

Your morning is at leisure to explore Klosters’ old town centre.
Filled with cafés and boutiques this is a perfect place for that
last-minute shopping. In continental Europe Christmas Eve is
the most important festive day. To begin the celebrations, we
have included a romantic horse drawn carriage ride through
the local countryside. Tonight, our Christmas celebrations
continue with a 4 course dinner at our hotel. Later you might
like to join the locals for carols, music, stories and mulled wine
in the nearby forest. Meals: B,D

DAY 16

CLICK HERE

Neuschwanstein ‘Fairytale’
Castle and Munich

Driving up over the beautiful Fern Pass we enter Southern
Bavaria and visit the tiny village of Hohenschwangau.
After a brisk walk uphill you will enjoy a guided tour of
one of the most inspiring and famous castles in the world –
‘Mad’ King Ludwig’s romantic Neuschwanstein Castle.
The staterooms, halls and throne room are all reminiscent
of a Wagner operatic saga. Lunchtime will be enjoyed in the
nearby picturesque town of Füssen. Later, we continue to
Munich for our final evening together and celebrate with a
Farewell dinner. Meals: B,D
S TAY

1

Your Munich Hotel –
N
Maritim Hotel
IGH
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in the
city centre just a few minutes’ walk from the main
pedestrian shopping mall.

T

Enjoy a totally free day. Maybe relax and enjoy the hotel’s
excellent spa and pampering treatment programme, explore
the wonderful village, go on winter walks or play on the slopes
high above town. Meals: B

Your Klosters hotel – Hotel Alpina
Set in the centre of town, this family run, chalet
style hotel offers traditional Alpine ambience.

Boxing Day – Liechtenstein
and ‘My Time’ in Innsbruck

 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager

T

Driving into the mountains we reach Taesch, where we catch a
cog railway train up to world-famous Zermatt. At an altitude of
1,620 metres (5,315 ft), the village is surrounded by huge peaks
and dominating all is the mighty Matterhorn. Petrol-driven
vehicles are banned from the village and as such the peace and
quiet enhances the wooden chalets and small winding village
streets. Stunning! An amazing highlight, we have included a
cable car ride to the restaurant and observation platform of the
Kleine Matterhorn – the highest cable car stop in Europe. At a
fraction under 4,000 metres the views one way are down onto
the Italian Alps, and the other across Switzerland’s peaks that
stretch for hundreds of kilometres. Meals: B,D

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras

An Alpine Christmas Adventure
tour is just one of many you
can enjoy in Austria, France,
Germany, Italy or Switzerland.
View each destination page or
contact us.
Austrian Tours
French Tours
German Tours
Italian Tours
Switzerland Tours

DAY 17

Munich

This morning it is time to say farewell as your tour ends.
For those of you joining one of our wonderful New Year
Tours that begin in Luzern or Milan, the good news is, we
have arranged complimentary Group transfers. Meals: B

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Combine two or more
tours to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.

www.albatrosstours.com
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A Bavarian
Fairytale New Year
7 Days | Luzern to Munich
“Our experience was so much
more than we even expected, it
surpassed every expectation in
absolutely every way imagined.”
Peter & Kim

Watch the fireworks over Hohenschwangau Castle on New Year’s Eve
Image taken by Albatross traveller J.Allen

Witness a spectacular New Year's
fireworks display
Take the Tegelberg Cable Car
up the mountain
Visit beautiful Wieskirche –
the ‘Church in the Meadows’
Explore three of King Ludwig’s
extravagant castles and palaces

Countries visited
Germany
Austria
Switzerland

86

Your tour commences this evening in Luzern with a
welcome drink and dinner. Meals: D
Your Luzern Hotel –
AMERON Luzern Hotel Flora
This contemporary 4 star hotel is in a superb
location near the historic Chapel Bridge.

S TAY

N

1

IGH

DAY 2

Lindau on Lake Constance
and the Bavarian Alps

Crossing Switzerland, we enter Germany and make a stop
in Lindau on Lake Bodensee (Constance). This beautifully
preserved island town is complete with medieval lighthouses
and cobblestoned streets. Later this afternoon we continue to
the tiny village of Hohenschwangau where we stay for the next
five nights. What a setting! On one hill overlooking the village
you have the neo-Gothic Castle of Hohenschwangau and on
the other side above the village is a wooded mountain spur and
Neuschwanstein - the Fairytale Castle of ‘Mad’ King Ludwig.
To complete the picture there’s a beautiful lake not far from
the hotel doorstep. Dinner is included each evening in your
charming hotel. Meals: B,D

5

S

Your Bavarian Alps Hotel –
AMERON Neuschwanstein
IG T
H
Alpsee Resort & Spa
This excellent first-class Spa hotel has been created by
joining 3 traditional hotels - the Alpenrose, Jägerhaus and
Schlosshotel Lisl. Facing it is Hohenschwangau Castle which
stages the New Year’s Fireworks show, and to the left is
the delightful Alpsee Lake. In the fully equipped indoor
spa centre is a huge Infinity pool. One wall is made entirely
of glass allowing massive panoramic views across the
forested lake and snow covered mountains.
N

Celebrate New Year in the
Bavarian Alps near the fairytale
Neuschwanstein Castle

Luzern

T

Top 5 highlights

S TAY

DAY 1

DAY 3

Neuschwanstein and
Hohenschwangau Castle visits

What better way to start the day than a visit to the ‘fairytale’
Neuschwanstein Castle! After a pleasurable walk uphill
you will enjoy a guided tour inside the King’s apartments,
staterooms, halls and throne room all reminiscent of a Wagner
operatic saga. This afternoon we will also visit the neo-Gothic
Hohenschwangau Castle, opposite your hotel. Rich in history,
you will find the interior typical of the Castles of the Knights of
the Middle Ages, with its ‘Hall of Heroes’, paintings and suits of
armour. Meals: B,D

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras

LUZERN

 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in lakeside Luzern
 Explore historic Luzern with its
covered bridges
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink
and Dinner

 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 6 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation

Germany
Lake
Constance

Lindau

Bavaria

Munich

Wieskirche
Oberammergau
Linderhof
Kloster Ettal

Füssen

5

Neuschwanstein Castle

HOHENSCHWANGAU

LUZERN

Austria

1

Switzerland

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine,
beer, soft drink, tea/coffee
with all included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system
on tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels

HOHENSCHWANGAU VILLAGE

AVERAGE 76 KMS PER DAY

 12 meals – breakfast (B)
and dinner (D)

Days 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
 Stay 5 nights over New Year in the romantic Bavarian village of
Hohenschwangau in a superb, first class Spa Hotel
 Witness a New Year’s Eve fireworks spectacle over Hohenschwangau Castle
 Visit Lindau on Lake Constance and the ancient town of Füssen
 Relax on a horse drawn carriage ride through the country side
 Be guided through Neuschwanstein & Hohenschwangau Castles
 Visit the pretty village of Oberammergau and enjoy a guided visit inside
the Passion Play Theatre
 Enjoy breathtaking views on a cable car ride to Tegelberg
 Visit picturesque Wieskirche, extravagant Linderhof Palace & Kloster Ettal

DAY 4

New Year’s Eve –
Füssen, Cable car ride,
and spectacular fireworks

Your morning is at leisure in delightful Füssen. Stretches of
the original Roman defensive walls are still in place, and the
cobblestoned, pedestrianised centre of town is filled with
shops, restaurants and historic houses, many elaborately
painted. High above, the old castle of the Prince-Bishops of
Augsburg dominates the town. In the afternoon we will take
a cable car ride up to the Tegelberg restaurant and lookout
to take in the breathtaking views down onto the majestic
Neuschwanstein and Hohenschwangau Castles far below, and
across the Bavarian Alps. Time to take those ‘perfect’ photos.
This evening it is time to dress up as we enjoy a special
5 course New Year’s Eve dinner in our hotel and later, step
outside to witness the spectacular firework display filling the
night sky above majestic Hohenschwangau Castle. What an
experience! Meals: B,D

DAY 5

New Year’s Day – ‘My Time’
plus a ride in a horse drawn carriage

Your morning is at leisure in this romantic location. Perhaps
go for a winter walk around the lake on the riding path or relax
and indulge yourself in the hotel’s superb spa and pool with
an incredible view. Later sit back and relax on a horse drawn
carriage ride through the beautiful local countryside.
Meals: B,D

DAY 6

Wieskirche, Oberammergau and
Linderhof Palace

Our first stop this morning is at the richly decorated
Wieskirche (Church in the Meadows) with its incredible
painted ceilings. Lunchtime is in the pretty ‘Passion Play’
village of Oberammergau, where we have included a guided
tour through the amazing Passion Play Theatre. Later, we will
stop at Kloster Ettal church which dates back over 700 years
and is one of the finest examples of Rococo architecture in
existence. Our last stop today will be Linderhof, an extravagant
French Rococo Palace – yet another of King Ludwig’s amazing
creations. Our farewell dinner tonight is in our hotel. Meals: B,D

 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

A Bavarian Fairytale New Year
tour is just one of many you
can enjoy in Austria, Germany
or Switzerland. View each
destination page or contact us.
Austrian Tours
German Tours
Switzerland Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

DAY 7

To Munich

This morning your tour comes to an end with a transfer to
Munich, to arrive mid morning. We will make stops at the
central railway station, Maritim Hotel and Munich airport.
We recommend that you book flights or trains that depart
Munich after 2pm today. Meals: B

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Add a Christmas tour or
two to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.
www.albatrosstours.com
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New Year in
an Italian Castle
7 Days | Munich to Milan

“Our New Year’s Eve was an
excellent night in every way.
I could not fault it. Thank you.”
Ivy

Celebrate the New Year in an Italian Castle

Top 5 highlights

DAY 1

Spend a sumptuous New Year
in a glorious 900 year old
Italian Castle

Your tour commences this evening in Munich. Dinner tonight
is included, but first we enjoy a welcome drink. This is an ideal
opportunity to meet and get to know your fellow travellers.
Meals: D

Enjoy a walking tour of
romantic Venice
See picturesque Lake Garda

Countries visited
Germany

Italy

N

1

IGH

DAY 2

Swarovski Crystal Worlds
and ‘My Time’ in Innsbruck

Our morning drive takes us to Wattens to visit Swarovski
‘Kristallwelten’ (Crystal Worlds)... a weird and wonderful
crystal experience, before continuing to the winter resort of
Innsbruck, in the spectacular Inn Valley. After checking into our
centrally located hotel you will have plenty of time to explore
the Old Town, which is on your doorstep. Make sure you see
the picture perfect medieval square beneath the famous
‘Golden Roof’. Meals: B
S TAY

88

N

1

IGH

T

Your Innsbruck Hotel –
Grauer Bäer
This 4 star hotel is superbly located just
200 metres from the historic Old Town.

Today we cross into Italy via the Brenner Pass and visit Bolzano,
capital of Alto Adige region. Intricately carved gables, painted
timber façades and an elegant arcaded main street illustrate the
influence of both Tyrolean and Italian cultures.
We have included a visit to the Museum of Archaeology where
you can see the mummified remains of Ötzi – the famous Ice
Man – along with a fascinating exhibition documenting the
Ancient History of Italy’s South Tyrol.
At Trento we cut across the scenic Valsugana and reach the
foothills of the Dolomites and our superb CastelBrando. Located
above the village of Cison di Valmarino this 2,000 year old
Roman fortress was turned into a sumptuous Noble’s palace in
the 13th century. On arrival we have included a guided tour of
the castle – there is a lot to see – and this will be your home for
the next three evocative nights. Meals: B,D
S TAY

3

Your Castle Hotel –
CastelBrando
IG T
H
Skillful restoration and sensitive modernisation
have brought the original magnificence back to life.
Guelph style decorative battlements, stone cellars,
tapestries, swords and suits of armour set the scene for
the elegant halls, dining rooms, manicured gardens and
terraces overlooking the valley.
N

Austria

Your Munich Hotel –
Maritim Hotel
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in
the city centre near the central railway station,
and just a few minutes’ walk from the main
pedestrian shopping mall

Bolzano, ‘Otzi the Ice Man’
and CastelBrando

S

Visit the chic ski resort town
of Cortina d’Ampezzo

S TAY

T

Explore medieval Innsbruck

DAY 3

Munich

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras

MUNICH
INNSBRUCK
Day 2
 Stay 1 night in the historic city
centre of Innsbruck
 Experience the weird, but
wonderful, Swarovski Crystal
Worlds
 Free time to explore the
Old Town’s medieval square &
see the famous ‘Golden Roof’

CASTELBRANDO
Days 3, 4 & 5
 Stay 3 nights and celebrate
New Year in a stunning Italian
Castle set in the foothills of the
Italian Dolomites
 Experience a New Year’s Eve
Gala dinner in your centuries
old castle hotel
 Take the Brenner Pass across
the Alps, and follow the
dramatic Valsugana through
the majestic Dolomites
 In Bolzano, see Ötzi – the
mummified Ice man
 Explore the canals and hump
backed bridges of Venice with
a local guide
 Relax in the chic ski resort of
Cortina d’Ampezzo

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in vibrant Munich,
capital of Bavaria
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink
and Dinner

 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager

MUNICH

1

 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 6 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 11 meals – breakfast (B)
and dinner (D)

Tyrol

INNSBRUCK

1

Wattens

Austria

 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine,
beer, soft drink, tea/coffee
with all included dinners

Brenner
Pass

Switzerland

Bolzano

Dolomites

Italy

Cortina
d’Ampezzo

 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system
on tour

Val Sugana

3

 Free WiFi at most hotels

Venice

 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

CASTELBRANDO
MILAN

1
Sirmione

Dates & Prices

MILAN
Days 6 & 7
 Stay 1 night in stylish Milan
 Relax in picturesque Sirmione
on the shores of Lake Garda
 Enjoy a farewell dinner in a
local restaurant

AVERAGE 162 KMS PER DAY






Tour commences
Overnight stays
Included excursions
Location reference

DAY 6

New Year’s Eve! Today we visit nearby Venice – arguably one
of the most romantic cities in the world. At Tronchetto we board
a boat to take us to St Mark’s Square where we join our expert
local guide for a walking tour. The rest of the day is at leisure
to shop and explore the myriad of narrow, water lined streets
and canals spanned by humped back bridges. Tonight we
enjoy a Gala New Year’s Eve Dinner in ‘our’ castle. Sit back and
enjoy fine Italian dining, numerous courses with Venetian fish
specialties, and selected regional wines. This will be a
night to remember! Meals: B,D

Leaving our castle we head for the shores of Lake Garda where
we take a morning break in the incredibly picturesque town
of Sirmione with its tiny harbour surrounded by cobblestoned
walkways and cafés. Later we continue to the stylish city of
Milan for time at leisure before enjoying a farewell dinner
in a local restaurant. Meals: B,D

DAY 5

‘My Time’ in your Castle or
chic Cortina d’Ampezzo

Your choice today… Enjoy a day at leisure in your wonderful
castle or, join us to have some fun in the snow as we drive north
into the spectacular Dolomites to visit the chic Italian ski resort
of Cortina d’Ampezzo. The rest of the day is free to shop and
enjoy the breathtaking scenery of the dramatic, snow laden
peaks surrounding you. For lunch maybe take the cable car
(not included) to one of the numerous mountain restaurants.
Meals: B,D

Sirmione on Lake Garda
and stylish Milan

S TAY

N

1

Austrian Tours
German Tours
Italian Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

IGH

T

Your Milan Hotel –
Hilton Milan
This modern 4 star hotel is located just a
short walk from the central railway station.

CLICK HERE

The New Year in an Italian Castle
tour is just one of many you
can enjoy in Austria, France,
Germany, Italy or Switzerland.
View each destination page or
contact us.

DAY 4

Venice sightseeing, ‘My Time’
and a Gala New Year’s Eve dinner

For full dates & prices

DAY 7

Milan

Your special New Year tour ends after breakfast. Italy is at
your feet! Meals: B

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Add a Christmas tour or
two to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.
www.albatrosstours.com
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New Year with
the Sound of Music
7 Days | Munich to Munich
“This tour has been another wonderful
Albatross tour. Our Tour Manager worked
incredibly hard to make sure of our comfort
and enjoyment. Staying at the Leopoldskron
has been most memorable.” Amanda

Switzerland
Celebrate New Year’s Eve at ‘The Sound of Music’ Palace, Schloss Leopoldskron

Stay 5 nights in the historic Meierhof
in the grounds of the spectacular
Schloss Leopoldskron

Your tour commences this evening in cosmopolitan Munich.
Tonight we enjoy a welcome drink and dinner. This is an
ideal opportunity to meet and get to know your fellow
travellers. Meals: D

S TAY

1

Your Munich Hotel –
N
Maritim Hotel
IGH
This 4 star hotel is in a superb location in the city
centre just a few minutes’ walk from the main
pedestrian shopping mall.

this rococo palace was lovingly restored to its current glory in
the early 1900’s by its then owner, the famous theatre and film
director Max Reinhardt. Nestled by a small, idyllic lake with a
majestic view of the Untersberg Mountain, Leopoldskron is not
only the birthplace of the Salzburg Festival, but is also one
of the principal locations of Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 1965 film
‘The Sound of Music’. This evening at our Schloss, we sample
local wines with an Austrian wine connoisseur whilst
enjoying dinner. Meals: B,D
S TAY

T

Savour New Year’s Eve dinner in the
Marble Hall of Schloss Leopoldskron

DAY 1

Munich

Experience a fun filled adventure
through the historic Berchtesgaden
Salt Mines
Spend a day in the majestic Austrian
Lakes District & ride on the Katrin
Mountain cable car

Countries visited
Germany
Austria

90

DAY 2

Berchtesgaden, the Salt Mines and
Schloss Leopoldskron

Driving deep into the Bavarian Mountains we stop to explore
the famous, historical town of Berchtesgaden. This afternoon,
enjoy a fun filled adventure into the old Salt Mines. After
dressing up in a salt miner’s uniform, we ride on a small train
deep underground, take wooden slides (or steps) and then
float on a barge across a crystal clear underground lake,
beautifully illuminated. Later we drive through the ornate
iron gates and enter the grounds of the spectacular Schloss
Leopoldskron, where we will stay for the next five nights.
On arrival we will enjoy an orientation tour of this grand
historical building, including the superb Chinese and Venetian
rooms and the Marble Hall. We will discover the hidden
staircase in the ornate, old-world library. Built in 1736,

5

Your feature Hotel –
IG T
Meierhof
H
Your rooms are located in the Meierhof –
the historic building set by the lakeside in the Palace
grounds, about 50 metres from the Schloss itself.
N

Enjoy a nostalgic horse and carriage
ride through a winter wonderland

S

Top 5 highlights

DAY 3

Salzburg sightseeing and ‘My Time’

Today is dedicated to Salzburg – the baroque city of Mozart
sitting beneath its enormous Festung (Fortress). A walking tour
with an expert local guide will introduce you to this enchanting
city, including several locations used in the film ‘The Sound of
Music’. Afterwards enjoy time at leisure in the old town centre.
Mozart’s Birthplace makes a fascinating visit, as does the
ancient castle. This evening we have arranged a special dinner
in the St Peter Stiftskeller – Austria’s oldest restaurant which
dates back 1200 years! Be enchanted as we step back in time to
the late 18th century. Meals: B,D

MUNICH

SCHLOSS LEOPOLDSKRON, SALZBURG

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in
cosmopolitan Munich
 Enjoy a Welcome Drink
and Dinner at your hotel

Days 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7
 Stay 5 nights in the Meierhof – part of the palace complex of ‘The Sound of
Music’ Schloss
 Experience New Year’s Eve dinner in the spectacular rococo Marble Hall
 Relax in the Palace’s ornate staterooms, halls and library of the famous
palace & watch ‘the film’ on location where it all really happened
 Enjoy a New Year’s Day concert in the palace’s Great Hall
 Sample local wines with an Austrian wine connoisseur
 Explore picturesque Salzburg & Berchtesgaden
 Dine in the 1200 year old St Peter Stiftskeller

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class air conditioned
tour coach
 6 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 12 meals – breakfast (B)
and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine,
beer, soft drink, tea/coffee
with all included dinners

MUNICH

Austria

1

 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
Bavaria

Germany

 Personal audio system
on tour

Mondsee

SALZBURG

5

St Gilgen

 Free WiFi at most hotels

St Wolfgang
Berchtesgaden

Bad Ischl

Salzkammergut
Salzburgerland

Filzmoos

 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE
AVERAGE 88 KMS PER DAY

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

DAY 4

Horse drawn carriage ride in
Filzmoos and New Year’s Eve
dinner at Schloss Leopoldskron

A New Year’s Eve to remember! Driving south, we stop at the
ski resort of Filzmoos where we board a horse drawn carriage
to enjoy a ride through this winter wonderland. Passing
through the snowy woods, and surrounded by majestic
mountains, we reach the remote Oberhofalm alpine hut which
provides a perfect lunchtime stop. Later, we return to the
schloss allowing plenty of time to prepare for your elegant
New Year’s Eve dinner! In this stunning location we enjoy
dinner in the magnificent Marble Hall. Meals: B,D

DAY 5

My Time at Schloss Leopoldskron a private screening of ‘The Sound
of Music’ film and a concert in the
Great Hall
New Year’s Day! Rest, relax and enjoy your amazing
surroundings. The special New Year’s Day breakfast rolls
into brunch, and then lunch! Maybe enjoy quiet time in
the schloss library, perhaps stroll around the lake or, take
a winter walk into nearby Salzburg town. This afternoon
‘The Sound of Music’ fans will be able to watch the famous
film, here on the location where it all actually happened.
Tonight after dinner, step back in time to the days of the
salons of Max Reinhardt, as you are treated to an intimate
concert experience in the Great Hall. Meals: B,D

DAY 6

Katrin Mountain cable car ride,
picturesque villages on
Lake Wolfgangsee & Mondsee

Today we visit the beautiful Salzkammergut – the Austrian
Lakes District. Our morning stop will be in Bad Ischl to
take a cable car to the top of Katrin Mountain to enjoy the
sweeping views of the Salzkammergut. Afterwards we visit
St. Wolfgang, the town which gave its name to the
extraordinarily picturesque Lake Wolfgangsee, and the village
of St Gilgen on the northern end of the lake. As a finalé we will
visit the town of Mondsee where you can visit the church made
famous in the wedding scene of the film ‘The Sound of Music’.
This evening, back at our schloss, we enjoy a farewell dinner to
bring this amazing week to a close. Meals: B,D

DAY 7

To Munich

We arrive into Munich around midday, making stops at the
central railway station followed by the airport. We recommend
that you book flights or trains that depart Munich after
3pm today. Meals: B

The New Year with the Sound
of Music tour is just one of many
you can enjoy in Austria or
Germany. View each destination
page or contact us.
Austrian Tours
German Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Add a Christmas tour or
two to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.
www.albatrosstours.com
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A Swiss New Year
Adventure
8 Days | Luzern to Zürich

“What a great adventure!
I loved this tour!”
Jacqueline

Stand high on the ‘Top of Europe’, the Jungfraujoch

Watch the New Year’s Day fireworks
explode over mighty, snowy peaks
Ride on panoramic trains and
cable cars for spectacular views
Experience a snow show walk
and ice curling
Visit the extraordinary Schilthorn
for a ‘007 James Bond’ lunch
Take the funicular train up the
Jungfraujoch to explore the
ice palace

Country visited
Switzerland

DAY 1

DAY 3

Luzern, welcome drink and dinner
Your tour commences this evening in Luzern with a
welcome drink and dinner. Meals: D
Your Luzern Hotel –
Hotel Wilden Mann
This charming 4 star hotel is conveniently
located only 200 metres walk from the historic
Chapel Bridge.

Jungfrau mountain ride and
Aletsch Glacier

S TAY

N

1

IGH

T

Top 5 highlights

DAY 2

Panoramic train ride to Interlaken

Your morning is at leisure in Luzern’s old town. Early afternoon
we will board the Zentralbahn Panoramic train for an
unforgettable journey deep into the Bernese Oberland, to
Interlaken. Sitting beside large panoramic windows we pass
crystal-clear lakes, waterfalls and cross over the magnificent
Brünig mountain pass. After checking in to our hotel, we
will enjoy an orientation walk through delightful Interlaken.
Nestled between two lakes, and surrounded by soaring peaks,
Interlaken makes a great base for our adventures
over the next six nights. Meals: B,D
S TAY

6
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Your Interlaken Hotel –
Hotel Interlaken
IG T
H
Situated just a short walk into the heart of town,
this 4 star hotel is located very close to Interlaken
Ost station. Since most of our daily excursions will be by
train, Hotel Interlaken makes the perfect base from which
to access the glorious mountains - fast!

Let the adventure begin! Boarding a local train we climb
high into the mountains to Kleine Scheidegg. Changing on
to the Jungfrau Railway we travel into a tunnel which takes
us through the inside of the north face of the Eiger, and up
to the Jungfraujoch – the highest railway station in Europe.
At 3,454 metres (11,332 ft) the views down onto the Aletsch
Glacier are magnificent. You will find several restaurants, an
Ice Palace and the Lindt Swiss Chocolate Heaven display. You
can also take a lift another 100 metres higher to the dramatic
Sphinx lookout point. Your evening is at leisure in lively
Interlaken. Meals: B

DAY 4

New Year’s Eve fondue,
medieval Bern and Thun

Following the lakeside of Thunersee, we reach Bern,
Switzerland’s capital city set on a spectacular bend above the
River Aare, and a UNESCO World Heritage landmark. Here we
have ‘My Time’ to explore the medieval cobblestoned streets
with their sheltered arcaded shopping ways, and the famous
‘Bärengraben’ bear pits. In the afternoon we also stop to visit
the pretty town of Thun. This evening join us as we celebrate
with a traditional New Year’s Eve Chinoise Fondue dinner
in our hotel. Meals: B,D

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions
Zürich

Switzerland

 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager

1 LUZERN
Bern

Thun

Zentralbahn
Panoramic train

7

INTERLAKEN 6

First
Grindelwald

Lauterbrunnen Wengen

Eiger

Schilthorn
Mürren

LUZERN
Day 1
 Stay 1 night in
lakeside Luzern
 Explore historic
Luzern with its
covered bridges
 Enjoy a Welcome
Drink and Dinner
at your hotel

Jungfrau

Bernese Oberland

DAY 5

New Year’s Day, snow shoe walk,
ice curling and fireworks!

A leisurely start. In the picturesque ski village of Wengen we
don snow shoes and, splitting into smaller groups, we enjoy a
guided snow shoe walk into the snow laden fields. Easy to do,
this is a great mountain experience. Later, back in Wengen,
we visit the ice-skating rink to try our hand at the fun sport of
Ice Curling! This evening Interlaken is in festival mode,
especially around the ice-skating rink. Make sure you watch
the impressive New Year’s Day fireworks display. What a
spectacle as fireworks explode against a backdrop of snowy
mountains and the explosions echo through the Alps! Meals: B

DAY 6

Mürren and the
Schilthorn 007 Experience

Passing through the delightful village of Lauterbrunnen,
flanked by 300 metre (1,000 ft) high, sheer cliffs, we take
the cable car from Stechelberg up the rockface to the pretty
village of Mürren. Here we take the incredible cable car up
to the glass floored observation deck of the Birg restaurant.
Around the entire peak is the Skyline Thrill Walk – a metal
walkway suspended over a sheer drop below. Thrilling indeed!
Then onwards and upwards by cable car to the Piz Gloria,
a revolving restaurant set on top of the Schilthorn summit.
With astonishing 360 degree views we have included a 007
buffet lunch. This was also the setting for the evil Blofeld’s
secret mountain hideout in the James Bond film ‘On Her
Majesty’s Secret Service’. There is a James Bond museum and
the 007 toilets are… memorable! Your evening is at leisure in
Interlaken. Meals: B,L

 7 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation
 12 meals – breakfast (B),
lunch (L) and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine,
beer, soft drink, tea/coffee
with all included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances

AN ADVENTURE FILLED WEEK IN INTERLAKEN
Days 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8
 Celebrate New Year over 6 nights in Interlaken
 Spend 5 full days exploring the mighty mountains,
towns and villages of the Bernese Oberland
 Be there for the magnificent New Year’s Day
fireworks show
 Ride on the Zentralbahn Panoramic train from Luzern
to Interlaken
 Enjoy a New Year’s Eve Chinoise Fondue dinner and
Farewell dinner with a Swiss Folklore show
 Take the incredible funicular train up the Jungfraujoch,
explore the ice palace, look down on the massive
Aletsch Glacier

 First class air conditioned
tour coach

 Explore ancient Bern and lakeside Thun, visit Wengen,
experience the fun of a snow shoe walk and try your hand
at ice curling
 Ride on a cable car to the exhilarating Schilthorn summit
for a buffet lunch in the famous 007 revolving restaurant,
enjoy the 007 Experience and follow the Skyline Thrill
Walk around Birg Peak
 Visit Grindelwald, and zoom down the mountain on the
‘First Flyer’ zip line

 Personal audio system
on tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

DAY 7

Grindelwald, the First Flyer
and a Zip Line ride

Another glorious day in the mountains. This time to the
world-famous village of Grindelwald by train, and then
by cable car up to the First lookout. Time for an incredible
experience as we ‘harness up’ for an exhilarating zip line
‘flight’ down the mountain side. It is very easy and so
much fun! Later, free time to explore the shops and cafés
of this delightful ski resort, and perhaps take a ride on the
Männlichen cable car. Tonight we celebrate with a farewell
glass of schnapps before dinner in a local restaurant. Relax
and soak up the atmosphere as you enjoy traditional Swiss
fare and a Folklore show. Meals: B,D

The Swiss New Year Adventure
tour is just one of many you can
enjoy in Switzerland. View the
destination page or contact us.
Switzerland Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

DAY 8

Transfer to Zürich

This morning we will transfer you by coach to Zürich Airport
and city centre. We recommend that you book flights or trains
that depart Zürich after 2pm today. Meals: B
Please note. Due to the nature of some of the included
excursions on this tour, and the altitude of some destinations,
this tour may not be suitable for anyone with mobility
limitations. Contact us for more details.

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Add a Christmas tour or
two to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.
www.albatrosstours.com
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New Year in a
Venetian Villa & Tuscany
9 Days | Milan to Rome

Enjoy 3 nights in an 18th century Venetian Villa

Top 5 highlights

DAY 1

DAY 3

Celebrate New Year in an
18th century Venetian Villa

Your tour commences this evening in Milan. A welcome drink
and dinner are included tonight. This is an ideal opportunity
to get to know your fellow travellers. Meals: D

After a leisurely start we visit nearby ‘Venezia’ (Venice)
– arguably one of the most romantic cities in the world.
At Tronchetto we board a private boat to take us to St Mark’s
Square, where we join our expert local guide for a walking tour
through the central city’s historic back streets to the famous
Rialto Bridge and St Mark’s Square. We have included visits to
St Mark’s Basilica, the pink and white marble Doges Palace
and Bridge of Sighs. The rest of the day is free to meander
the water lined streets. Dinner this evening is back in ‘our’
magnificent Villa. Meals: B,D

Discover romantic Venice &
elegant Vicenza

S TAY

Your Milan Hotel –
Hotel Sanpi
The 4 star Hotel Sanpi is located just a short
walk from Central Station and attractions.

N

1

IGH

T

Explore the ‘Romeo and Juliet’ city
of Verona

Milan

Stay in the medieval Tuscan town
of Lucca

DAY 2

Enjoy an olive oil tasting and lunch at
a Farmhouse Estate

Boarding our coach we drive east and make a lunchtime stop
to explore Verona, the city where tragic lovers, Romeo and
Juliet, avowed a love that spanned the centuries. Later this
afternoon we arrive at our Venetian Villa hotel, where we
stay for three nights. Meals: B,D

Italy

S TAY

Your Treviso Hotel –
Hotel Villa Contarini Nenzi
This elegant 18th century grand residence has
been sensitively restored into an excellent 4 star
hotel, located just outside Treviso, surrounded
by wonderful Italian-style parkland.

3
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DAY 4

S

Country visited

‘My Time’ in Verona
and our Venetian Villa

Sightseeing and ‘My Time’ in Venice

HT

New Year’s Eve – Vicenza sightseeing
and gala dinner celebrations

Our first stop is in beautiful Vicenza. Rich in history and culture,
Vicenza was awarded UNESCO World heritage status principally
due to the legacy left by the famous local architect Andrea
Palladio. Considered one of the greatest architects of all time,
you will find more than 16 of his palaces and villas scattered
through the old town. In the glorious Piazza dei Signori, you
will find the most beautiful of all – the Basilica Palladiana. A
local guide will join us for a walking tour of the medieval and
renaissance town centre, and later you will have free time to
explore and enjoy the excellent shopping down the central
Corso. We continue to Treviso to enjoy an afternoon stop in the
historic centre. Later we will return to our villa to relax before
enjoying a grand evening celebrating the New Year in the hotel’s
Restaurant ‘Le Scuderie’. At midnight we will make a toast
with Spumante, accompanied by ‘Cotechino and lentils’ - the
traditional Italian way to welcome the New Year. The sausage is
said to bring good luck into the New Year. Meals: B,D

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras

Treviso

MILAN

Vicenza

3 VENETIAN

1

VILLA

Venice

Verona

Day 1
 Stay 1 night in
stylish Milan
 Enjoy a Welcome
Drink and Dinner in a
local restaurant

Italy

 First class air conditioned
tour coach
TREVISO

LUCCA
Florence

3

Tuscany

Pisa

San Gimignano

Mediterranean Sea

LUCCA

 8 nights authentic,
hotel accommodation

Days 2, 3 & 4
 Stay 3 nights and celebrate New
Year’s Eve ‘Italian style’ in your Villa
 Explore the ‘Romeo and Juliet’ city
of Verona & historic Treviso
 Be guided around the canals and
hump backed bridges of Venice
 Visit the beautiful UNESCO
listed city of Vicenza

 15 meals – breakfast (B), lunch
(L) and dinner (D)
 Included beverages –
a complimentary wine,
beer, soft drink, tea/coffee
with all included dinners
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances

Days 5, 6 & 7
 Stay 3 nights in a beautiful hotel inside
Lucca’s old walls
 Visit the Piazza dei Miracoli in Pisa, with its
Leaning Tower
 Drive into the picturesque Tuscan countryside
to sample olive oil & local wines
 Savour a light lunch in a traditional Osteria
 Explore ‘Cradle of the Renaissance’ Florence
and visit the Accademia Gallery

 Personal audio system
on tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels
 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

ROME 1
ROME
Days 8 & 9
 Stay 1 night in the eternal city of Rome
 Visit the fairytale ‘town of towers’
San Gimignano
 Enjoy a farewell dinner in Rome

AVERAGE 158 KMS PER DAY

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
 Included excursions

DAY 5

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

DAY 7

New Year’s Day – sightseeing
in medieval Lucca

Florence sightseeing and ‘My Time’

A very leisurely start today before boarding our coach to
drive south into Tuscany. We stay the next three nights in the
typically ‘Tuscan’ town of Lucca – a medieval walled city, filled
with palaces, churches and ancient houses.
On arrival we will enjoy a guided walking tour of this beautiful
city. This evening we have included dinner in a local restaurant.
Meals: B,D
S TAY
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N

Your Lucca Hotel –
Hotel Ilaria
IG T
H
Set in a historic building dating back to 1540,
the San Luca Palace is perfectly located within
the ancient city walls in the historic centre of Lucca,
a short walk to all the major sights.

DAY 6

Leaning Tower of Pisa, lunch in the
Tuscan countryside and ‘My Time’

This morning we visit nearby Pisa with its famous Leaning
Tower, Cathedral and Baptistery in the magnificent Piazza dei
Miracoli. As a highlight we drive into the picturesque Tuscan
countryside to visit a local Olive Farmhouse Estate, and enjoy
an olive oil tasting accompanied by Tuscan wines and
a selection of antipasto including local meats, cheese and
bread – all specialities of this region, followed by a light lunch.
Returning to Lucca, the remainder of your afternoon has been
left entirely free to explore delightful Lucca. Perhaps visit the
former home of Puccini, where he wrote Turandot, walk, or hire
a bike and ride, around the entire town on top of the broad city
walls. Delightful! Meals: B,L

Today is dedicated to nearby ‘Firenze’ (Florence). A local
guide will bring to life this truly beautiful city which is otherwise
known as the ‘Cradle of the Renaissance’. Your tour starts with a
visit to the famous Accademia Gallery, home to Michelangelo’s
‘David’ and numerous extraordinary Italian, Florentine
and Renaissance works of art. We see the Duomo and the
magnificent statues in the Piazza della Signoria. Your afternoon
is entirely free to enjoy Florence at your own pace. Meals: B

DAY 8

The New Year in a Venetian Villa
& Tuscany tour is just one of
many you can enjoy in Italy. View
the destination page or
contact us.
Italian Tours

Only 28 spaces available.
Book now!

‘Fairytale’ San Gimignano
to the eternal city of Rome

This morning we drive across the Tuscan Hills to enjoy lunchtime
in the fairytale ‘town of towers’ San Gimignano, famous for its
13th and 14th century Tuscan towers. Exploring the pedestrian
walkways of this hilltop town is an absolute delight. Tonight, in
the eternal city of Rome, we will enjoy a farewell dinner.
Meals: B,D
A
ST Y

Your Rome Hotel –
Hotel Mediterraneo
This 4 star hotel is centrally located close to
Rome’s Termini railway station.
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MILAN

 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager

DAY 9

Rome

Your New Year tour ends after breakfast and it is time to say
farewell. Meals: B

Create your
dream festive
holiday!
Add a Christmas tour or
two to create your own
dream festive holiday
experience. Contact us
to find out how.
www.albatrosstours.com
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Northern Lights,
Ice Hotels & Huskies
9 Days | Helsinki to Stockholm

96

Sit back and experience a husky ride into the wilds

AVERAGE 54 KMS PER DAY (BY LAND)

KEMI

ROVANIEMI

 Tour commences
 Overnight stays
Flight

Days 4 & 5
 Stay 2 nights in Kemi in extraordinary, glass villas – perfect
for spotting the Aurora Borealis whilst lying in your bed!
 Explore Kiruna’s Ice Castle and walks across the frozen sea to
the forest islands
 Experience dinner in the elaborately carved Ice Restaurant
 Board the amazing Ice Breaker Sampo and crack through the
ice out into the frozen Gulf of Bothnia
 Put on dry suits for a once in a lifetime experience –
swimming in a smashed sea pool, bobbing amongst huge
lumps of ice

Days 2 & 3
 Stay 2 nights in the Santa Claus Holiday
Village cabins right on the Arctic Circle
 Fly to Rovaniemi, explore the town and
visit the Arktikum Museum of Science
and Lapland Culture
 Learn how to drive your own
reindeer sled through the snowy
wilderness of Lapland
 Try snow shoe walking on the
forest trails

KIRUNA
Days 6 & 7
 Stay 2 nights in Jukkasjärvi, deep in
the unspoiled wilderness of Kiruna.
One night in the extraordinary ICEHOTEL,
and one night in warm cottages.
 Take a guided tour through the amazing
ICEHOTEL complex
 Enjoy a guided visit of the Nutti Sámi Siida
cultural centre and reindeer park
 Learn how to drive snowmobiles and go
on a fabulous night time ‘Northern Lights’
wilderness safari and enjoy dinner in a
forest cabin
 Sit back on a sled and experience a husky
ride into the wilds
 Relax with ‘My Time’ in a picture perfect
setting exploring, walking, ice carving

2

KIRUNA
Lapland

ROVANIEMI

E
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C
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2
2
KEMI

Russia

Sweden

Finland

Norway

Gulf of
Bothnia

1

HELSINKI

STOCKHOLM
Days 8 & 9
 Stay 1 night in the heart of Stockholm and
enjoy a farewell dinner
 Enjoy a panoramic city tour including the
major city sights

1

STOCKHOLM
Baltic Sea

HELSINKI
Day 1
 Stay 1 night in the heart of Helsinki
 Enjoy a welcome drink and dinner

Top 5 highlights

Countries visited

Drive a reindeer sleigh, take a husky ride and go snow shoeing

Finland

Dine in a cabin in the forest wilderness

Sweden

Jump on an Ice Breaker ship and ‘dry suit’ swim in the Baltic Sea
Stay in Santa’s cottages and an amazing ‘Ice Hotel’
Gaze in awe at the Aurora Borealis – Northern Lights
www.albatrosstours.com
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It’s not just
about the
Aurora

Gaze in awe at the Aurora Borealis

by Euan Landsborough,
‘The Mo’

In Rovaniemi we stay in wooden
cabins, in Kiruna you will be
astonished by our amazing,
sculptured ice hotel, and in Kemi
our incredible villas’ walls and
ceiling are entirely made of clear
glass. Fabulous for catching
the Northern Lights whilst lying
in bed! Join us on our ultimate
‘Winter Wonderland adventure’…

98

Float in a ‘dry suit’ in the Baltic Sea

Experience a once in a lifetime stay at the ICEHOTEL
© IceHotel Asaf Kliger

S TAY

Helsinki – meet your fellow
Arctic Adventurers

Your tour commences this evening in cosmopolitan Helsinki.
Before dinner, enjoy a welcome drink in the hotel with your
Tour Manager and fellow Arctic Adventurers.
Meals: D
S TAY

1

T

Your Helsinki Hotel –
N
The 4 star Original Sokos
IGH
Hotel Vaakuna
This classic, 4 star hotel is conveniently located near
Helsinki’s Central station and just five minutes’ walk from
the Esplanadi shopping area.

DAY 2

Rovaniemi and Santa Claus
Holiday Village

Today we fly north to Rovaniemi – the gateway city to
Lapland. First, we visit the award winning Arktikum Museum
of Science and Lapland Culture to learn about the mysterious
Aurora Borealis and the indigenous Sami people. Afterwards,
‘My Time’ to explore Rovaniemi. We spend the next two
nights in Santa Claus’ village, located literally on the Arctic
Circle. Far from corny, this is such a great place to stay and
here you will be amazed to discover a whole township of
shops, wooden cabins, bars, restaurants. Dinner tonight is in
the 3 Elves restaurant. Meals: B,D

2

Your Arctic Circle Hotel –
Santa Claus Holiday Village
IG T
H
Your self-contained wooden cabins scattered
in a snow-covered enclave look like they have
jumped straight from the pages of a fairy-tale book.
Comfort assured, each cabin has its own private sauna and
there is even an illuminated Christmas tree on every porch!

S

DAY 1

N

If catching the Mystical Northern
Lights is really all you want to
experience, then think twice
about joining this adventure
tour. You see, I designed this tour
to be so much more than just
about Aurora Borealis spotting.
It promises to be buckets of
fun with extraordinary ‘once in
a lifetime’ experiences. From
night time snowmobile safaris to
reindeer sleigh and husky rides
and snow shoe walking. The most
astonishing? Riding on a Polar Ice
Breaker ship smashing through
the ice shelf far out in the Baltic
Sea, then stopping for a swim!
Yes… swim. Don’t worry, you will be
‘snug as a bug’ wearing ‘dry suits’
whilst you bob and float amongst
the shattered ice boulders.
Such fun!

DAY 3

Reindeer rides, Snow Shoe walking
on the Arctic Circle

Dressed in Arctic weather clothing – rather like big quilted
boiler suits, boots, hats and mittens – we visit the Arctic
Reindeer Centre. Sitting beside a log fire in a large wooden
igloo you will enjoy a warm drink and a ‘reindeer’ talk before
learning to drive your own sleigh (two people per sleigh)
on a circuit through the snow-covered woods. Later you will
put on snow shoes and step out and trek over deep snow
through the nearby woods. It is so easy, and the quietness
when walking over such light snow is wonderful. The rest
of the day is free in the Arctic Circle complex. Time for a
warming mulled wine or Akvavit? Meals: B

NEW ITINERARIES, EXCITING NEW ADVENTURES WITH HAND-SELECTED INCLUSIONS TO BRING EACH DESTINATION TO LIFE

Northern Lights, Ice Hotels & Huskies

S TAY

2

S

N

Your Glass Villa Experience
What a memorable experience. Two whole
IG T
H
walls and the ceiling are made entirely of clear
glass and your views are panoramic. With the vast sky
above and around you, they are great for catching the
Northern Lights whilst lying in bed! And as your eyes close
your last vision will be of moonlight shimmering off the
white landscape of a frozen sea stretching in front of you –
the Gulf of Bothnia. What a Winter Wonderland adventure!

DAY 5

Ride on a Baltic Ice Breaker and
swim with icebergs

Your morning is free to relax and explore. Subject to daily
availability, you may be able to arrange ice fishing or for the
thrill seekers, Ice Karting. You can even hire out Lamborghinis
or Tesla cars and take them for ‘a spin’ on the ice! You don’t
even need a licence because you will not be driving on land!
Later we board the Ice Breaker Sampo to carve a path out
through the thick sea ice. Way out at sea, the ship will smash
an open water pool. Time for a swim! Putting on ‘dry suits’
you can jump in the water to float and swim amongst the
broken ice flows. Your dry suits are incredibly warm, and you
actually put them on over your clothes. Snug as a bug, they
are incredibly buoyant, and you do not even need to swim as
you can just lay back and float amongst the ice chunks like
‘Teletubbies’. A stunning experience. Meals: B,D

DAY 6

The Jukkasjärvi ICEHOTEL
and Sámi village

Entering Sweden’s vast forested wilderness we arrive into
Jukkasjärvi, which means ‘meeting by the water’. For centuries
the local Sámi tribes have come together here and at the Nutti
Sámi Siida culture and reindeer park we take a guided walk
through the reconstructed village and cultural centre.
Next stop, our incredible ICEHOTEL!
Why do we choose to stay in this particular ‘ICEHOTEL’?
It’s easy - Time Magazine listed this ICEHOTEL among the top
100 places to see on our entire planet! That’s why!
Each year when the wild River Torne freezes deeply, they cut
out the clear Arctic ice to build an absolutely astonishing ice
complex. Each summer the ice melt flows naturally back into
its source. Set in a picturesque winter wonderland setting, with
dry powdery snow drooping off laden branches of birch and
fir trees, the landscape promises winter walks along forested
pathways and amazing adventures on frozen lakes and rivers.
In this complex you will also discover wooden cabins, reception
areas and restaurants. In the Riverside Lobby with its open fire,
changing rooms and saunas, we collect our full Arctic weather
clothing, complete with ice boots, balaclavas and mittens, which
you will wear on your adventures over the next two days.
On our guided IceHotel tour, we will explore the giant white
hallways with frozen pillars and ice chandeliers, the wedding
chapel with its ice pews, and the bedrooms and suites lovingly

S TAY

2

Your incredible ICEHOTEL
IG T
First night, you sleep in the frozen ICEHOTEL.
H
A fabulously surreal experience where you will
be ‘snug as a bug’ in very warm Arctic thermal
sleeping bags (tested to -40°C). Your bed is an ice
platform insulated with reindeer pelts to keep you warm
in your -5°C to -7°C room. It is actually warmer inside your
room than outside! In the morning you are awakened with
a steaming cup of lingonberry juice. Please note there is no
power supply in the Ice Rooms.
N

Next it is time to visit and explore the Ice Castle with its snow
hotel, and later we will dine in the frozen ‘long hall’. It is
a remarkable experience sitting on reindeer pelts draped
over ice benches, enjoying dinner surrounded by beautifully
decorated ice walls carved with animals, patterns and pictures.
Meals: B,D

S

First stop will be in the centre of Kemi, located on the frozen
Baltic Coast. Later we settle into our amazing Glass Villas which
are set beside the frozen Baltic Sea! Make sure you take a walk
out over the ice sheets, across to one of the frozen islands.

carved by Ice Artists. One might have a giant gorilla bursting
out of the wall, another frozen jelly fish dangling above you,
some… the list goes on! Time for a welcome drink in the fantastic
ICEBAR, with glasses made of ice, of course! Tonight, dinner
is in a delightful warm, wooden cabin which is ranked in the
top 3 restaurants in Swedish Lapland. To fully appreciate this
unbelievable hotel, go to www.IceHotel.com
Meals: B,D

Doubles/Twins: Stay in either the beautiful Ice Rooms or
the fabulous Art Suites. Solo Travellers: Stay in the beautiful
Ice Rooms, double rooms for your sole use.
Second night, enjoy a stay in either the excellent Kaamos
hotel rooms, housed in wooden single floor houses, or the
rustic Arctic Chalet wooden cabins.

DAY 7

Exceptional value
with NO hidden
extras
 Fully escorted by our
Tour Manager
 First class heated coaches
 8 nights specially selected
hotel accommodation,
including a stay in Glass Villas,
the ICEHOTEL and Santa
Clause Holiday Village
 Arctic thermal clothing,
boots, mittens for special
activities as indicated
 15 meals – breakfast (B)
and dinner (D)
 All excursions, scenic drives,
sightseeing and entrances
 Personal audio system
on tour
 Free WiFi at most hotels

Husky Ride and Northern Lights
Snowmobile Safari

This morning we ride with huskies into the wilderness.
Climbing aboard – 4 four people to a sleigh – we chase along
the frozen River Torne and into the unspoiled wilderness.
Their breath billowing like smoke in the sub-freezing morning
air, we follow forested pathways twisting this way and that
and then stop at a small wooden igloo where a fire is built for
our coffee and biscuits.
Your afternoon is free back at the hotel. There is lots you can
do. Ice carving? Husky training? Snow shoeing and wilderness
walks or, just relax and enjoy ‘My Time’.
Tonight we will enjoy an escorted night time snowmobile
safari chasing the Aurora Borealis. With two people per
snowmobile, we drive deep into the wilderness, far away from
any civilisation or light pollution. Stopping regularly, your
expert ‘Northern Lights’ guide will talk about this remarkable
phenomenon and the surrounding pristine countryside.
Dinner will be in a wooden cabin in the forest. What a terrific
farewell to Lapland. Meals: B,D

 End of tour tips to
Tour Manager and Driver &
local guides

Dates & Prices
For full dates & prices

CLICK HERE

The New Year in a Venetian Villa
& Tuscany tour is just one of
many you can enjoy in Italy. View
the destination page or
contact us.
Scandinavian Tours

DAY 8

Stockholm and farewell dinner

Flying to Stockholm we enjoy a panoramic city tour before
our farewell dinner. Meals: B,D

S TAY

Space Limted.
Book now!

1

Your Stockholm Hotel –
N
Radisson Blu Royal Viking Hotel
IGH
This modern 4 star hotel is situated in the
centre of Stockholm, in Norrmalm district, within easy
walking distance of all the main sights.

T

DAY 4

Kemi, an Ice Castle dinner
and Glass Villas

| 9 days | Helsinki to Stockholm

DAY 9

Stockholm

This morning it is time to say farewell as your winter
wonderland adventure ends. Meals: B
Please note: The ‘Northern Lights’ are absolutely at the behest
of nature. We will be staying virtually a week in the north of
Scandinavia and at some of the very best Aurora spotting
locations to be found. We even go on an Aurora snowmobile
safari. The chances of catching a wonderful display are very
high however, as you will understand, cannot be guaranteed.

Take a sunset snowmobile
ride and search for the Aurora
www.albatrosstours.com
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Frequently asked questions

Fun in the snow
Courtesy of Man Chai

What is the average Albatross group size?

Why do you stay longer at each stopover?

On all our tours you will be travelling with an average
of 22 like-minded people, made up of a mix of couples,
friends and solo travellers. Some groups may be as small
as 10 travellers and we cap all tours at only 28 guests.

We want you to enjoy your holiday! Longer stays allows
you to experience more in each town, city or region.
Another bonus is you are not constantly moving hotels.
How delightful to unpack for several nights and really
experience where you are staying, explore the local area
and develop a real feel for the region. Stay longer –
see more!

We believe travelling in a small group ensures a more
pleasurable touring experience for you. It allows us to
select more private hotels and attractions for you to
experience, plus you have much more room on the coach!

How much money do I need to budget
for optional meals and excursions?
Nothing! Unlike other tour companies we don’t sell
extra ‘optional’ tours once you arrive. All the excursions,
activities and meals we outline in the itinerary are already
included. Most dinners, even special regional restaurant
dining, are already included. To help matters we also
include a glass of wine, beer or soft drink with dinner and
later, tea or coffee*.
*Excluding the Swiss Christmas Holiday and Northern Lights,
Ice Hotels & Huskies tour.

How much should I budget for tips on tour?
Nothing! We have already taken care of that for you.
At Albatross Tours we understand that knowing when
to tip, who to tip, and how much to tip can make you
uncomfortable. That’s why we have included all tips
whilst you are ‘on tour’ including the end of tour tips for
your Tour Manager and Driver. That makes life easier!
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Is my tour guaranteed to depart?
You will be happy to know that we undertake to run any
tour even on as little as 10 travellers. And we are happy to
tell you how many guests are booked on any tour, giving
you peace of mind when you book.

Will I have free time while touring?
Yes, absolutely! We refer to this as ‘My Time’. And since
we do not sell ANY optional excursions your free time
remains free! We believe the perfect touring holiday
includes a balanced mix of included activities as well as
free time to enjoy your surroundings. Let’s face it, part
of the joy of a destination is to relax and enjoy a leisurely
lunch or wander through the streets and experience the
local culture.

What time do I need to get up
each morning?

What type of clothing do you recommend on
your Christmas and New Year Tours?

Later! It is rare we start a day before 8.30 a.m. Our longer
stays mean you are not constantly checking in and out
of hotels all the time and packing and unpacking your
bags is not a repetitive chore. The pace is so much
more relaxed and most mornings you have time for that
second cup of coffee over a relaxing breakfast.

The weather can get cold, but you will be comfortable
when travelling as your first class coach is fitted
with heaters and double glazed windows. Once you
arrive at your hotel you will be greeted with a warm
and comfortable atmosphere. We recommend sturdy
waterproof shoes, thick socks, a woollen beanie,
thermal underclothes, gloves and sunglasses.
Further suggestions can be found under ‘My Tour’ on our
website www.albatrosstours.com

What standard are the hotels?
We hand select unique and authentic accommodation to
enhance your touring experience. It is important to us that
you stay in accommodation which have been selected
for their style, elegance, location and amazing historical
or local character. If they are personal and family run,
then all the better. We see all the rooms being different
as adding to your holiday experience.

What standard and size of coaches
do you use?
We use first class, full size touring coaches with
40-45 seats.
Note: Occasionally we may also use day charter coaches
for sightseeing and in rare cases when touring groups
numbers are below 15 we may use a smaller coach,
without a toilet.

What is the food like?
Just like you, we like good food! The daily breakfast is
usually an extensive buffet selection. You will also be
very happy to know that most dinners are also included.
Not just those in your hotel but also special ones in
authentic local taverns, restaurants and bistros. We also
purposefully leave a few evenings free for you to discover
your own local restaurant or bistro.

Who will I be travelling with?
Our unique touring style and better itineraries attract a
wide variety of travellers, from families to early empty
nesters and baby boomers. Perhaps more importantly,
it is about the type of people we carry… usually
Australians and New Zealanders. People who want
to see more, experience more and who want a more
authentic European holiday experience.

How much luggage can I bring?

How much walking is involved on your tours?
Our tours require a moderate level of fitness due to the
unique places we visit and stay. On some occasions
coach drop off points are 10 minutes or so walk away
from an old town centre. If you are joining us on one of
our walking tours, we recommend comfortable shoes
and that you are able to walk at a moderate pace.

Can you cater for special dietary needs?
Yes, of course. When booking your tour please ensure
your special dietary needs are advised. Once you arrive
and begin your tour please reconfirm your dietary needs
with your Tour Manager. Please note, whilst every effort is
made to ensure your dietary needs are properly catered
for we cannot guarantee absolute satisfaction every time.

Do you offer pre & post tour accommodation?
Yes. We offer pre and post tour accommodation for
most tours. If you would like to enjoy an extra night or
two before or after your tour at the same hotel, we will
happily book this on your behalf.

Travel documents – when and how
will I receive them?
Approximately 4 weeks prior to the tour departure,
assuming full payment and traveller information forms
have been received. If you are departing our fair shores
earlier, please ensure you, or your Travel Agent, have
advised our European tour specialists and we can of
course get them to you earlier.

For our full terms and conditions,
Booking Conditions

Hotel porterage is included for one large suitcase per
person. Since we carry smaller groups there is usually
extra space to stow more bags and any further luggage.
Please liaise with your Tour Manager and Driver regarding
porterage for additional luggage.

www.albatrosstours.com
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Exciting new tours
coming soon

Sicily, Malta & Aeolian Islands
15 Days | Palermo to Valletta
Stay on 4 incredible Mediterranean islands – beautiful Lipari, in the gorgeous Aeolian islands,
pretty Ortigia off the coast from Syracuse, Sicily and sensational Malta. Cruise to Panarea, with
its whitewashed villas, Vulcano Island with its hot sulphur mud baths and Ginostra to witness
mighty Stromboli’s fiery eruptions. In Sicily’s south-east, stroll through delightful Noto, Ragusa
Ibla and Scicli. Stay in the heart of beautiful Valletta with ‘My Time’ amongst its palaces and cafés
filled pedestrian promenades and visit Malta’s huge fortifications and 6,000-year-old stone
temples. Enjoy lazy lunches and dinners on terraces perched over azure waters, inside castle
fortifications and dine beneath a Norman Tower. Utterly amazing.
Click here to find out more about our 2023 departures.

Enjoy time in the capital of Malta, Valletta
102

Katla Ice Cave, near Vik, Iceland

Iceland, Fire, Ice Caves & Frozen Waterfalls
12 Days | Reykjavik to Reykjavik
A land of Fire and Ice, Viking sagas and legends. Walk through the visually
stunning glacier ice caves of Vatnajökull, Europe’s largest ice cap, explore
lava tunnels and reinvigorate yourself in the famous Blue Lagoon thermal
spa followed by lunch with panoramic views over the steaming hot waters.
Stand on black volcanic beaches, ride a 4WD over glaciers, see gigantic
frozen waterfalls, and watch the spectacular blue icebergs float by on the
Jökulsárlón Glacier Lagoon. And to cap it all, stay out in the volcanic wilds
to capture the incredible Northern Lights. What an adventure!
Click here to register your interest for our 2024 departure or call our
European tour specialists on 1300 135 015 (Australia) or 0800 446 232
(New Zealand)

www.albatrosstours.com
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Capturing the Magic since 1995!
Albatross Tours was the first to offer Festive European Christmas holidays to our
Australian and New Zealand travellers, we were the original, and we are incredibly proud
that we are still the best.
Each and every one of our European Christmas, New Year and Northern Lights tours are
bursting with festive activities, adventures and exciting bucket list experiences.
Join us by choosing from our incredible range of European festive tours that bring alive
the nostalgia, joy and romance of this wonderful time of year.

Play

Explore

For enquiries and reservations
From Australia call

1300 135 015

From New Zealand call
International
Website
Email

ATAS A11341

0800 446 232

+61 7 3221 5353

albatrosstours.com
info@albatrosstours.com.au

Savour

Connect with us
facebook.com/albatrosstours
instagram.com/albatrosstours
Youtube.com/thealbatrosstours
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