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You are travelling to Europe – a wonderful assembly of diverse countries that have, over 

hundreds of years, evolved and formulated their individual and often unique customs, 

styles and quirkiness. We want to (and sometimes have to) fit into the region’s natural 

patterns and irregularities. Much will appear so very different from ‘home’ – and surely it 

is exactly those very differences that inspired you to go there in the first place! 

 

To help you, the following pages contains additional information specific to your tour  

including brief introductory information regarding the major sites and regions you will be 

visiting. 

 

We would like to wish you a wonderful trip through Europe and a safe return home. 

 

Best wishes and Merry Christmas from the Albatross Team  
 



A Swiss Christmas in Zermatt 

 
Please see below a light overview of some of the regions and towns you will be visiting.  
 

Munich 
Within sight of the Alps, the glamorous capital of Bavaria, Munich (München) has much to offer: an 
extensive and well-restored old town, world-class museums and galleries, fine civic buildings such as 
the neo-Gothic town hall, and the wonderful church known as the Frauenkirche, whose twin  
onion-topped towers are the symbol of the city.  
 

This cosmopolitan city is enlivened by its strong identification with Bavarian traditions as well as by 
the presence of vast numbers of students, who have made the suburb of Schwabing their own. In 
addition, the city boasts magnificent green spaces, ranging from raucous beer gardens to the vast 
English-style park known as the Englischer Garten and the Olympiapark. 
 

Rebuilt since the war (there were 66 bombing raids on Munich alone!) the central walking precinct is 
a mass of people and activity. The shopping is excellent. Perhaps take lunch in one of the numerous 
cafes or a giant Beer Hall? The Christmas markets are some of the largest in Germany and scattered 
all around the old town hall. 
 
Lake Mondsee 
Mondsee (Moonlake) is a lake in the Upper Austrian part of the Salzkammergut and neighbour to the 
larger Attersee. Its southwestern shore marks the border between the states of Upper Austria and 
Salzburg. The Drachenwand (Dragonwall) at the southern shore of the lake is an impressive sight. 
Mondsee is one of Austria's last privately-owned lakes. In 1864, remains of neolithic pile dwellings 
were discovered in the lake. Make sure you visit the church made famous in the wedding scene of 
the film the ‘Sound of Music’. 
 
Hallstatt 
Set on a rocky terrace jutting into the quiet dark water of the lake surrounded by towering peaks, this 
is considered the oldest inhabited village in Europe and perhaps the most beautiful in Austria. The 
small town can be toured on foot in ten minutes. There is so little space for cemeteries that every ten 
years bones used to be exhumed and moved into an ossuary, to make room for new burials. A  
collection of elaborately decorated skulls with the owners’ names, professions, and death dates are 
inscribed on them and on display at the local chapel.  
 

Fuschl   
Fuschl is a tiny country village in the district of Salzburg-Umgebung. It is located on Lake Fuschl  
approximately 30 minutes from Salzburg.  
Lake Fuschlsee, lying to the northwest of the larger Lake Wolfgang, is only 4km long and less than 
1.5km wide.  
 
Salzburg 
Once home to Mozart, Salzburg boasts ornate squares, statues, churches and is dominated by the 
enormous Festung (Fortress). 
 

The city owes its rich artistic heritage to its prince-archbishops, who once ruled it as a  
semi-independent city state. Their magnificent Residenz, numerous ancillary palaces, castles, art  
collections, churches and parks form the principal attractions of Salzburg.  



The town itself, squeezed between the River Salzach and the mighty rock of the Hohensalzburg,  
delights the stroller with its narrow streets, onion spires, sculptured fountains, and wrought-iron shop 
signs.  
 

A vast music industry has grown up around the name of Mozart, culminating with the annual  
Salzburg Festival which is a major highlight of Europe's musical calendar. 
 

This enchanting baroque city was used for several locations used in the film 'Sound of Music'. Take 
time to explore the myriad of narrow, cobbled stone streets, the fascinating shops and traditional  
coffee houses. The views from the enormous Festung (Fortress) sitting high above the city are    
magnificent and you can’t miss the charm of the famous Christmas Markets in Cathedral Square.  
 

Innsbruck 
The capital of the Tyrol is set in a lovely spot on the River Inn, at the foot of the Karwendel Alps and 
retains a distinctive provincial charm, making it one of the most attractive cities of Alpine Europe. 
Handsome old town houses, of which the Goldenes Dachl is most famous, line the traffic-free central 
area around Herzog-Friedrich Straße and Maria-Theresien Straße. (Straße is pronounced ‘Strasse” 
and means Street). The Hofburg, a sprawling cream-and-pistachio palace built under Maria Theresia, 
adjoins the Hofkirche, one of the chief masterpieces of German renaissance. Goldenes Dachl literally 
means “Little Golden Roof” and has long been a symbol of Innsbruck's “ye olde” charm. It was built 
around 1500 as part of a ducal palace that no longer exists.  
 

Appenzell 
Appenzell is the capital of a canton that is satirised, even by the Swiss, for its parochialism. Its    
women were granted the vote only in 1991 (and then reluctantly) in a form of democracy that appears 
to belong in the world of operetta—once a year, the citizens gather at the Landsgemeinde, an  
open-air political forum that makes its decisions by a show of hands. The town itself is full of  
well-preserved 16th century buildings, including some painted wooden houses. 
 

Lindau 
Lindau is a beautifully preserved island town complete with medieval lighthouses, cobble-stoned 
streets and Christmas markets. On the banks of Lake Constance, Germany’s southernmost city has 
an almost Mediterranean atmosphere. Its spectacular setting against a background of the Swiss and 
Austrian Alps is best appreciated from the approach to the harbour, guarded by a medieval  
lighthouse and the Lion of Bavaria, 6 metres (20 feet) high. Another lighthouse, the 13th century 
Mangturm, stands on the quayside. The old town centre is well preserved and has a wonderful  
mixture of architecture lining its streets and alleyways. The brightly painted, high-gabled Old Rathaus 
dates from the mid-15th century, the New Rathaus from the very beginning of the 18th century. 
 

The Glacier Express 
The famous Glacier Express train travels along the ‘Valais’ through Switzerland’s finest mountain 
scenery. Ranked as one of the world’s top train trips, it crosses 291 bridges, the 2,033 metre Oberalp 
Pass and go through 91 tunnels.  
 

In the roaring 1920’s, and because of adventurous reports from alpine enthusiasts, the travel keen 
upper class from all four corners of the world at long last discovered the rustic charms of the Swiss 
Alps. Previously remote mountain villages such as Zermatt and St Moritz were transformed into chic 
health resorts.  
 

 

 



The three railway companies of that period took advantage of the tourism potential and in 1926 they 
introduced the St Moritz – Chur - Brig route for travel exclusively in summer. Public interest was great 
but it took over 50 more years before the Furka Tunnel was built allowing this train route to operate in 
winter (due to impossible snow conditions on the high Furka Pass). 
 

Zermatt and Swiss Alps 
Mountain peaks soar either side of the spectacular Simplon Pass which goes into the mighty Swiss 
Alps and down into the ‘Swiss Valais’. The Alpine cog railway up to the picture postcard village of 
Zermatt departs from Taesch. Set at an altitude of 5,315 feet, Zermatt is surrounded by a dozen huge 
peaks and dominating all is the Mighty Matterhorn. Here you can choose to relax and enjoy the     
atmosphere in this alpine village or perhaps take the Gornergrat funicular train (not included) to the 
highest open air railway station in Europe, where at 10,170 feet the views across the Alps are beyond 
belief.        
 

Zermatt is a municipality in the district of Visp in the German-speaking section of the canton of Valais 
in Switzerland. It has a population of about 5,800 inhabitants and is famed as a mountaineering and 
ski resort of the Swiss Alps. Until the mid-19th century, it was predominantly an agricultural  
community; the first and tragic ascent of the Matterhorn in 1865 was followed by a rush on the  
mountains surrounding the village, leading to the construction of many tourist facilities. 
The summit of the Matterhorn (German), Monte Cervino (Italian) or Mont Cervin (French) is 4,478 
metres (14,692 ft) high, making it one of the highest peaks in the Alps. The four steep faces, rising 
above the surrounding glaciers, indicate the four compass points. The mountain overlooks Zermatt, 
and Breeuil-Cervinia in the Aosta Valley to the south.   
The Matterhorn was the last great Alpine peak to be conquered and its first ascent marked the end of 
the Golden age of alpinism. It was made in 1865 by an expedition led by Edward Whymper and    
ended tragically when most of its members fell to their deaths on the descent. The north face was not 
climbed until 1931, and is amongst the three Great north faces of the Alps. The Matterhorn is one of 
the deadliest peaks in the Alps: from 1865 – when it was first climbed – to 1995, 500 alpinists died on 
it. 
 

The Matterhorn became an iconic emblem of the Swiss Alps and the Alps in general. Since the end 
of the nineteenth century, when railways were built, it attracted more and more visitors and climbers. 
Each summer a large number of skilled mountaineers try to climb the Matterhorn via the north-east 
Hörnli ridge, the most frequented route to the summit. 
 

Chateau Chillon 
An architectural jewel located between the shores of Lake Geneva and the Alps, this monument with 
over 1,000 years of history, has always inspired artists and writers, from Jean-Jacques Rousseau to 
Victor Hugo and Lord Byron, from Delacroix to Courbet.  
Excavations carried out from the end of the 19th century, in particular by the archeologist Albert Naef 
(1862-1936), affirm that this site has been occupied since the Bronze Age.  
In its current state, the Castle of Chillon is the result of several centuries of constant building,  
adaptations, renovations and restorations.  
The rocky island on which the castle is built, was both a natural protection and a strategic location to 
control the passage between northern and southern Europe. 



Luzern  
Luzern (Lucerne) is a city of medieval squares with a jagged skyline of towers and spires and two 
ancient wooden covered bridges (Kapellbrücke and Spreuerbrücke) spanning the River Reuss  
making the town appear like something out of a fairytale. Add to this the lovely setting on Lake      
Lucerne, with the towering peaks of Mount Pilatus and Mount Rigi a short boat ride away, and it's 
easy to see why this is one of the most popular places in Switzerland.  
 

There are several worthwhile sights in town, including the Lion Monument dedicated to Swiss  
soldiers killed in the French Revolution, the Picasso Collection, the Richard Wagner Museum and the 
Transport Museum - the biggest of its kind in Europe.  
 

• The Chapel and Mill Bridges 
The Chapel Bridge (Kapellbrucke) was built in 1333 and is the symbol of Luzern. It is a covered 
wooden footbridge, which you can use to diagonally cross the Reuss River. The bridge has more 
than 100 paintings as old as 1599 (Heinrich Wagmann) depicting the daily activities and dress of 
the people. There is also an octagonal water tower in the middle of the bridge, which was used as 
a prison, a torture chamber and an archive. The Mill Bridge (Spreuerbrucke) built in 1407, is a 
wooden bridge spanning an arm on the Reuss. Its gables are painted with the Dance of the 
Death, a mural by Kaspar Meglinger, 17th century. 

 

• Pickwicks Pub 
Set on the waterfront between the Chapel and Mill Bridges. A very popular meeting point and  
perfect for that coffee or crepe. 

 

• The Dying Lion Monument (Lowendenkmal) 
The monument is carved into the sandstone cliff above the town. Designed by the great Danish 
sculptor Bertel Thorvaldsen, the statue was dedicated in 1821. The monument is an allegorical  
reference to the bravery of the Swiss Guards who died in the Tuileries of Paris in 1792 trying to 
save the life and the honor of Marie Antoinette during the French Revolution. 

 

• Bucherer’s Watch and Jewellery Store  
This is Switzerland’s most famous store for watches and clocks. The Bucherer’s store is  
enormous and 4 stories high.  

 

 

 


