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You are travelling to Europe – a wonderful assembly of diverse countries that have, over 

hundreds of years, evolved and formulated their individual and often unique customs, 

styles and quirkiness. We want to (and sometimes have to) fit into the region’s natural 

patterns and irregularities. Much will appear so very different from ‘home’ – and surely it 

is exactly those very differences that inspired you to go there in the first place! 

 

To help you, the following pages contains additional information specific to your tour  

including brief introductory information regarding the major sites and regions you will be 

visiting. 

 

We would like to wish you a wonderful trip through Europe and a safe return home. 

 

Best wishes from the Albatross Team  



ANZAC Day on the Somme 

 
Please see below a light overview of some of the regions and towns you will be visiting.  

 

Paris 

To many, Paris is the romantic capital of Europe - and to some, the romantic capital of the world!  

And who could blame them: From the animated discussions and laughter at the pavement cafes, 

through to lovers strolling along the Champs Elysees and on to the grand structure of the Eiffel 

Tower, and other famous buildings. 

A beautiful city situated on the River Seine, Paris has many fine buildings and monuments, ranging 

from the well-known sights of the Eiffel Tower and the cathedral of Notre Dame to modern buildings 

such as the Pompidou Centre and the glass pyramids in front of the Musée du Louvre. Each area of 

Paris has its own particular character and appeal: the classical architecture of the Right Bank, with its 

perspectives down long, broad boulevards; the narrow streets of the Marais lined with museums and 

small shops; and the traditionally bohemian Latin Quarter. 

 

Paris boasts a wealth of famous museums from the large collections of the Musée du Louvre and the 

Mused d'Orsay, to smaller museums dedicated to specific artists, such as the Musée Rodin and the 

Musée Picasso. The city also attracts visitors for its famous restaurants and cafés, and for its  

reputation as one of Europe's fashion capitals, the home of haute couture. Make sure you spend free 

time strolling amongst the broad boulevards, shops and museums of Paris. Perhaps also visit the  

village-like Montmartre around the hilltop Basilique du Sacré Coeur.  

  

Getting around the city is very easy using the extensive metro system. Maps of the city and the metro 

system will be available at your hotel reception. 

 

The Australian Memorial Park at Fromelles 

Fromelles was the first major battle fought by Australian troops on the Western Front. Directed 

against a strong German position known as the Sugar Loaf salient, the attack was intended primarily 

as a feint to draw German troops away from the Somme offensive then being pursued further to the 

south.  

 

A seven-hour preparatory bombardment deprived the attack of any hope of surprise, and ultimately 

proved ineffective in subduing the well-entrenched defenders.  

 

When the troops of the 5th Australian and 61st British Divisions attacked at 6 pm on 19 July 1916, 

they suffered heavily at the hands of German machine-gunners. The 5th Australian Division suffered 

5,533 casualties, rendering it incapable of offensive action for many months; the 61st British Division 

suffered 1,547. The German casualties were little more than 1,000.  

 

The attack was a complete failure as the Germans realised within a few hours it was merely a feint. It 

therefore had no impact whatsoever upon the progress of the Somme offensive. 



Below is an article written by news reporter Robert Wainwright in January 2010 regarding the  
exhumation and attempts at DNA identification of 250 ‘unknown soldiers’ found in a mass grave. Now 
they are being laid to rest. 

 
FROMELLES DEAD LAID TO REST 90 YEARS AFTER BATTLE - ROBERT WAINWRIGHT IN 

FROMELLES  
 
January 31, 2010  
The first of more than 200 Australian WWI diggers forgotten in a French field for more than 90 years 
has been buried with full military honours in the new war memorial in the tiny village of Fromelles. 
Light snow fell during the formal ceremony involving Australian, British and French military to begin 
filling the first war cemetery in 50 years. The first interment came amidst confirmation that 90 per cent 
of the samples taken from the bodies, buried by the Germans in mass graves beside Pheasant 
Wood, have yielded viable DNA.  
 
The long and complex journey to match the DNA with living descendants begins now in the hope that 
the men can be provided with identities and individual headstones when the new cemetery opens 
formally on July 19, the 94th anniversary of one of the Australian military's darkest days. Those who 
cannot be identified will have the inscription “Known unto God” inscribed on their headstones. 
 
Just 250 remains - most of them Australian, the others British - have been recovered from the  
Pheasant Wood pits during an excavation last year. This compares to the list of missing from  
Fromelles – in which almost 2300 Australians and British soldiers were killed in a few hours as a 
failed diversionary tactic - contains 1500 names.  
 
DNA specialists warn that this means that there is about a 16 per cent chance of identifying all the 
men - and that's if all British and Australian offer samples representing at least one line from the  
maternal or paternal side of each family tree. 
 
And the Minister for veterans Affairs, Alan Griffin, who attended the ceremony, also warned families 
not to expect such a high success rate in identifying the men: “There is an ongoing process at the 
moment, which I wouldn't want to comment on, but I am very confident that a number of these brave 
men will be identified in time for the opening,” he said, adding that there “will be capacity in years 
ahead” for identification in future if people continue to come forward. 
 
“There are only half a dozen bodies from which they haven't got viable DNA, but it is one thing to 
have a viable sample and another entirely to get a match. It ain't going to be 90 percent.” 
 
Mr Griffin, whose grandfather fought at Bullecourt on the nearby battlefields of the Somme, said the 
service had been moving: “I think the snow added to the atmosphere. My grandfather got trench foot 
and had all his toes amputated so I had an inkling of what he felt up there today.” 
 
The remaining bodies will be interred over the next four weeks; each with the same military formality 
as yesterday's ceremony. Decisions about identification will be made in March by a special board 
whose members will consider not just DNA but “historical, anthropological and archaeological  
evidence”. 
 
The British Veterans Affairs Minister Kevan Jones, who also attended yesterday's event, said both 
governments would share the cost of the AUD$6.2 million project: “It was the wish of both  
governments to give these brave soldiers a fitting place to rest, honouring the commitment shown to 
our fallen.”  Admiral Sir Ian Garnett, vice chairman of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 
described the memorial as significant: “The level of care and professionalism ... will stand as a lasting 



and fitting tribute to the sacrifice of the 250 men who will soon lie within its walls.” 
 
Amiens 
Amiens is the capital of the Picardie region, and a city which has been declared a World Heritage site 
by UNESCO.  The city currently has a population of around 150,000 people. 
 
The city boasts picturesque city canals, Jules Verne’s House and the Notre-Dame - Amien’s  
masterpiece 13th century gothic cathedral – a gem of French medieval architecture. This World  
Heritage Site is the tallest of the large 'classic' Gothic churches in France. After a fire destroyed the 
former cathedral, the new nave was begun in 1220 - and finished in 1247. Amiens Cathedral is  
notable for the particularly fine display of sculptures on the principal façade.  It was described by 
John Ruskin as the "Parthenon of Gothic architecture", and as "Gothic, clear of Roman tradition and 
of Arabian taint, Gothic pure, authoritative, unsurpassable, and unaccusable." 
    
In WWI the Battle of Amiens was the opening phase of the Hundred Days Offensive. This offensive 
eventually led to the armistice which ended the war. 
 
Pozieres 
Pozières is a small village in the Somme area of northern France. 
 
The village was the scene of bitter and costly fighting for the 1st, 2nd and 4th Australian Divisions 
and was completely destroyed during what became the Battle of Pozières, which was part of the  
Battle of the Somme.  
 
The village was captured initially by the 1st Division on 23 July 1916. The division clung to its gains 
despite almost continuous artillery fire and repeated German counter-attacks but suffered heavily. By 
the time it was relieved on 27 July it had suffered 5,285 casualties. 
 
The 2nd Division took over from the 1st and mounted two further attacks - the first, on 29 July, was a 
costly failure; the second, on 2 August, resulted in the seizure of further German positions beyond 
the village. Again, the Australians suffered heavily from retaliatory bombardments. They were  
relieved on 6 August, having suffered 6,848 casualties. 
 
The 4th Division was next into the line at Pozières. It too endured a massive artillery bombardment, 
and defeated a German counter-attack on 7 August; this was the last attempt by the Germans to  
retake Pozières. 
 
The village was subsequently rebuilt, and is now the site of several war memorials. 
 
In the fighting at Pozières, around the Windmill and northwards along the ridge towards Mouquet 
Farm, the AIF suffered more than 23,000 casualties in little more than six weeks, between 23 July 
and 5 September 1916. Of these casualties, nearly 7,000 were killed, had died of wounds or were 
‘missing’.  


