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You are travelling to Europe – a wonderful assembly of diverse countries that have, over 

hundreds of years, evolved and formulated their individual and often unique customs, 

styles and quirkiness. We want to (and sometimes have to) fit into the region’s natural 

patterns and irregularities. Much will appear so very different from ‘home’ – and surely it 

is exactly those very differences that inspired you to go there in the first place! 

 

To help you, the following pages contains additional information specific to your tour  

including brief introductory information regarding the major sites and regions you will be 

visiting. 

 

We would like to wish you a wonderful trip through Europe and a safe return home. 

 

Best wishes and Merry Christmas from the Albatross Team  
 



Austrian Christmas Holiday 

 
Please see below a light overview of some of the regions and towns you will be visiting.  
 

Munich 
Within sight of the Alps, the glamorous capital of Bavaria, Munich (München) has much to offer: an 
extensive and well-restored old town, world-class museums and galleries, fine civic buildings such as 
the neo-Gothic town hall, and the wonderful church known as the Frauenkirche, whose twin  
onion-topped towers are the symbol of the city.  
 

This cosmopolitan city is enlivened by its strong identification with Bavarian traditions as well as by 
the presence of vast numbers of students, who have made the suburb of Schwabing their own. In 
addition, the city boasts magnificent green spaces, ranging from raucous beer gardens to the vast 
English-style park known as the Englischer Garten and the Olympiapark. 
 

Rebuilt since the war (there were 66 bombing raids on Munich alone!) the central walking precinct is 
a mass of people and activity. The shopping is excellent. Perhaps take lunch in one of the numerous 
cafes or a giant Beer Hall? The Christmas markets are some of the largest in Germany and scattered 
all around the old town hall. 
 
Kitzbuhel 
Kitzbühel town is situated about 100kms from the state capital, Innsbruck. Still retaining the  
atmosphere of a Tyrolean village in its historic centre, old-style houses with projecting gables and 
painted exteriors compete for attention with shops selling Europe's most exclusive brand names. 
There is a cable car to the Kitzbüheler Horn and 23 mountain restaurants.  
Kitzbühel ‘Christkindlmarkt’ (Christmas markets) are in the historical town centre. 
 

Kirchberg 
The delightful holiday village of Kirchberg is situated in the Brixen Valley, nestled among the  
Kitzbühel Alps and 6 kilometres away from the world famous town of Kitzbühel. To the south, the 
Sperten Valley stretches as far as the village of Aschau with its nature reserve. 
The imposing church on the mountain in the middle of the Kirchberg village contributes to its  
wonderful village character.   
 

Kirchberg is located in the middle of a gigantic skiing area with 148 kilometres of pistes connected by 
55 cable cars and lifts. There are also hundreds of kilometers of cross country skiing paths and 
cleared walking trails.  
 
Linderhof Palace 
King Ludwig’s summer Residence, Schloss Linderhof (Schloss translates as ‘Palace’) is the smallest 
of the three palaces built by King Ludwig II of Bavaria and the only one of which he lived to see  
completed. Ludwig knew the area well as he often accompanied his father on hunting trips. Once he 
inherited the throne he went about reconstructing the Palace in the rococo style. Ludwig idolized the 
French King Louis XIV and was so inspired by the Place of Versailles that he even created his own 
Hall of Mirrors.  
 



Oberammergau 
Oberammergau is famous for its ornately painted houses and its magical Passion Play. 
The Oberammergau Passion Plays are a series of inspirational performances that occur every ten 
years – paying tribute to the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The last series of  
performances were held in 2010.        
 

The play’s origins date back to 1633, when the community of Oberammergau found itself under 
threat from the Bubonic plague – the town pledged that if God were to spare them death, they would 
perform a play each decade to celebrate the life and death of Jesus. Thankfully the vow appeared to 
work, and as a result the locals were true to their promise – the very first play happened during  
Pentecost in 1634, where a stage was erected in the local cemetery.  
 

Nowadays the performances take place on a much larger scale, with over 2000 of the village’s  
residents working together to ensure the spectacle honours the vow of their ancestors.  The ‘Passion 
Play’ is now performed on four days a week between the months of May through to October.  
 

Such is the dedication of the residents, all male actors performing in the plays take part in a “Hair  
Decree” – from Ash Wednesday in 2009, all men were requested to let the hair on their heads and 
face grow to ensure they had an authentic look in time for 2010!  Performances are presented in the 
German language and are a total of five hours in length.  
 

Kloster Ettal Monastery 
Kloster Ettal Abbey is a Benedictine monastery in the village of Ettal close to Oberammergau and 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen in Bavaria, Germany. It has incredible painted ceilings and dates back over 
700 years. It is also one of the finest examples of Rococo architecture in existence. 
 
Salzburg 
Once home to Mozart, Salzburg boasts ornate squares, statues, churches and is dominated by the 
enormous Festung (Fortress). 
 

The city owes its rich artistic heritage to its prince-archbishops, who once ruled it as a  
semi-independent city state. Their magnificent Residenz, numerous ancillary palaces, castles, art  
collections, churches and parks form the principal attractions of Salzburg.  
 

The town itself, squeezed between the River Salzach and the mighty rock of the Hohensalzburg,  
delights the stroller with its narrow streets, onion spires, sculptured fountains, and wrought-iron shop 
signs.  
 

A vast music industry has grown up around the name of Mozart, culminating with the annual  
Salzburg Festival which is a major highlight of Europe's musical calendar. 
 

This enchanting baroque city was used for several locations used in the film 'Sound of Music'. Take 
time to explore the myriad of narrow, cobbled stone streets, the fascinating shops and traditional  
coffee houses. The views from the enormous Festung (Fortress) sitting high above the city are  
magnificent and you can’t miss the charm of the famous Christmas Markets in Cathedral Square.  
 

Swarovski ‘Kristallwelten’ (Crystal Worlds) 
The Swarovski Crystal Worlds, created by Andre Heller, is an invitation to dream. In 1995, for the 100 
year anniversary of Swarovski, the multi-media artist Andre Heller created a place of true amazement 
with 14 subterranean Chambers of Wonder. In 2003 and 2007 the so called home of the crystals  
became extended with new chambers. More than 8 million people have been enchanted by this world 



of experiences encompassing the full spectrum of art, music, dance and literature.  
This unique crystalline theatre is Austria’s second most visited museum, right after Schönbrunn  
Palace. 
 

Innsbruck 
The capital of the Tyrol is set in a lovely spot on the River Inn, at the foot of the Karwendel Alps and 
retains a distinctive provincial charm, making it one of the most attractive cities of Alpine Europe. 
Handsome old town houses, of which the Goldenes Dachl is most famous, line the traffic-free central 
area around Herzog-Friedrich Straße and Maria-Theresien Straße. (Straße is pronounced ‘Strasse” 
and means Street). The Hofburg, a sprawling cream-and-pistachio palace built under Maria Theresia, 
adjoins the Hofkirche, one of the chief masterpieces of German renaissance. Goldenes Dachl  literal-
ly means “Little Golden Roof” and has long been a symbol of Innsbruck's “ye olde” charm. It was built 
around 1500 as part of a ducal palace that no longer exists.  
 

Mayrhofen 
Mayrhofen is a town in the Zillertal (Ziller river valley) of Tyrol, Austria. It is located approximately an 
hour from the Tyrolean capital city of Innsbruck. Mayrhofen is situated near the Hintertux glacier 
which, at 3250m above sea level, is above the snowline. Skiing is available all year round here. 
There is a cable car ride you can take up to the lofty heights with excellent views.  


