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You are travelling to Europe – a wonderful assembly of diverse countries that have, over 

hundreds of years, evolved and formulated their individual and often unique customs, 

styles and quirkiness. We want to (and sometimes have to) fit into the region’s natural 

patterns and irregularities. Much will appear so very different from ‘home’ – and surely it 

is exactly those very differences that inspired you to go there in the first place! 

 

To help you, the following pages contains additional information specific to your tour  

including brief introductory information regarding the major sites and regions you will be 

visiting. 

 

We would like to wish you a wonderful trip through Europe and a safe return home. 

 

Best wishes and Merry Christmas from the Albatross Team  
 



Austrian Lakes Christmas Holiday 

 
Please see below a light overview of some of the regions and towns you will be visiting.  
 

Munich 
Within sight of the Alps, the glamorous capital of Bavaria, Munich (München) has much to offer: an 
extensive and well-restored old town, world-class museums and galleries, fine civic buildings such as 
the neo-Gothic town hall, and the wonderful church known as the Frauenkirche, whose twin  
onion-topped towers are the symbol of the city.  
 

This cosmopolitan city is enlivened by its strong identification with Bavarian traditions as well as by 
the presence of vast numbers of students, who have made the suburb of Schwabing their own. In 
addition, the city boasts magnificent green spaces, ranging from raucous beer gardens to the vast 
English-style park known as the Englischer Garten and the Olympiapark. 
 

Rebuilt since the war (there were 66 bombing raids on Munich alone!) the central walking precinct is 
a mass of people and activity. The shopping is excellent. Perhaps take lunch in one of the numerous 
cafes or a giant Beer Hall? The Christmas markets are some of the largest in Germany and scattered 
all around the old town hall. 
 

St Wolfgang 
Named after Saint Wolfgang of Regensburg, the market town of St Wolfgang is located in central 
Austria on the northern shore of the picturesque Lake Wolfgangsee in the shadows of the Schafberg 
Mountain.  
 

According to legends, Wolfgang came to the region and built the first church on the shores of  
Abersee (the western end of Wolfgangsee); it is rumored he threw his axe down the mountain and 
the church was erected in the axes place. 
 

St Wolfgang today is a popular place to visit during winter and is well-known for The White Horse Inn, 
a musical comedy set in Wolfgang itself which enjoyed huge successes on both Broadway and in the 
West End; it was also filmed numerous times.  
 
Salzburg 
Once home to Mozart, Salzburg boasts ornate squares, statues, churches and is dominated by the 
enormous Festung (Fortress). 
 

The city owes its rich artistic heritage to its prince-archbishops, who once ruled it as a  
semi-independent city state. Their magnificent Residenz, numerous ancillary palaces, castles, art  
collections, churches and parks form the principal attractions of Salzburg.  
 

The town itself, squeezed between the River Salzach and the mighty rock of the Hohensalzburg,  
delights the stroller with its narrow streets, onion spires, sculptured fountains, and wrought-iron shop 
signs.  
 

A vast music industry has grown up around the name of Mozart, culminating with the annual  
Salzburg Festival which is a major highlight of Europe's musical calendar. 



 

This enchanting baroque city was used for several locations used in the film 'Sound of Music'. Take 
time to explore the myriad of narrow, cobbled stone streets, the fascinating shops and traditional  
coffee houses. The views from the enormous Festung (Fortress) sitting high above the city are  
magnificent and you can’t miss the charm of the famous Christmas Markets in Cathedral Square.   
 

Berchtesgaden Salt Mines 
In operation since 1517 the underground world can be visited by all. Dressed in miner's clothing, the 
visitor enjoys rides on a small train, a funicular, down slides and a raft across a crystal clear 
undergrond lake illuminated by a light show. They also learn about mining history and techniques.  
 
Königsee 
Lake Königssee (or Königsee) lies just a couple of kilometres south of the town of Berchtesgaden 
and is Germany's deepest and cleanest lake. This area has been used for outdoor recreation for cen-
turies; Bavarian royalty and the local rulers of Berchtesgaden and Salzburg hunted here, Hitler went 
boating on the lake, and Eva Braun liked to sunbathe on the shore. 
 
Hallstatt 
Set on a rocky terrace jutting into the quiet dark water of the lake surrounded by towering peaks, this 
is considered the oldest inhabited village in Europe and perhaps the most beautiful in Austria. The 
small town can be toured on foot in ten minutes. There is so little space for cemeteries that every ten 
years bones used to be exhumed and moved into an ossuary, to make room for new burials. A  
collection of elaborately decorated skulls with the owners’ names, professions, and death dates are 
inscribed on them and on display at the local chapel.  
 
Lake Mondsee 
Mondsee (Moonlake) is a lake in the Upper Austrian part of the Salzkammergut and neighbour to the 
larger Attersee. Its southwestern shore marks the border between the states of Upper Austria and 
Salzburg. The Drachenwand (Dragonwall) at the southern shore of the lake is an impressive sight. 
Mondsee is one of Austria's last privately-owned lakes. In 1864, remains of neolithic pile dwellings 
were discovered in the lake. Make sure you visit the church made famous in the wedding scene of 
the film the ‘Sound of Music’. 
 

St Gilgen 
St Gilgen is a ‘picture-book’ town located in the Salzkammergut area of Austria, on the northern end 
of Lake Wolfgangsee. Famous for beautifully painted buildings, St Gilgen is popular for tourists  
making day trips from Salzburg (approximately a 25 kilometre journey) for the gorgeous scenery. 
 

For the more adventurous, visitors can catch the cable car up to the top of the Zwölferhorn Mountain 
for breathtaking views over Wolfgangsee and across the surrounding mountains.  
 

 


