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You are travelling to Europe – a wonderful assembly of diverse countries that have, over 

hundreds of years, evolved and formulated their individual and often unique customs, 

styles and quirkiness. We want to (and sometimes have to) fit into the region’s natural 

patterns and irregularities. Much will appear so very different from ‘home’ – and surely it 

is exactly those very differences that inspired you to go there in the first place! 

 

To help you, the following pages contains additional information specific to your tour  

including brief introductory information regarding the major sites and regions you will be 

visiting. 

 

We would like to wish you a wonderful trip through Europe and a safe return home. 

 

Best wishes and Merry Christmas from the Albatross Team  
 



Austrian White Christmas 

 

Please see below a light overview of some of the regions and towns you will be visiting.  

 

Vienna 

With over 1,000 years of arts and culture, Vienna has so much to offer. Until 100 years ago Vienna 
(Wien) was Europe's third-largest metropolis after London and Paris, and the capital of a great  
empire in central Europe. To a larger extent than perhaps any other European city, its culture was 
shaped by the imperial court and aristocracy. Many traces of that glorious past and nostalgia for a 
vanished era of pomp and elegance, today pervades the city. The old city contains the cathedral, the 
Stephansdom; the Hofburg palace; as well as numerous aristocratic mansions and baroque church-
es. It is ringed by the 19th century splendour of Ringstrabe, where the Kunsthistorisches houses one 
of the world's leading collections of European art. The music of Mozart,  
Beethoven, and Johann Strauss resonates through the city. 
 

There is so much to see and do.... many attractions within easy walking distance of each other. 
 

The Walking Precinct. Visit St Stephen’s Cathedral itself and nearby beautiful shopping malls and 
pedestrian streets, this is the heart of Vienna. 
 

The main sights to aim for are the Hofburg Palace (the Royal Winter Palace) with its stunning  
displays and museums. Of special note is the Schatzkammer (Imperial Treasury) which is considered 
perhaps the greatest treasury in the world with the Crown Jewels and an  
enormous range of other treasures (open 10.00am – 6.00pm – closed Tuesdays), Additionally maybe 
visit the house of the Philosopher Freud, and maybe the statue of Strauss in the Stadt Park (often 
shown on winter postcards of the city).   
 

Viennese Coffee Houses 

You will see hundreds of coffee and cake houses. There are 300 in the inner city alone. Not  
surprising as Austrians consume an average of 221 litres of coffee per person per year! 
 

Coffee in Austria is super-taxed. It is therefore relatively expensive. However, the range and style is 
superb.  Its presentation is delightful. True coffeehouses are often large ‘correct’ establishments, 
which act as social meetinghouses... somewhere to go and savour refreshments for an hour or so. 
Take your time there... often international newspapers are in racks and free to read. Think of prim 
black uniforms and white starched aprons. Coffee is often served on silver platters with a glass of  
water and even a little chocolate. 

 

These establishments often also serve complete meals, wines, beers etc. They most definitely serve 
cakes! Cakes, strudels, flans... ...The best you can get! 

 

Coffee isn’t just coffee. There are so many styles and variations such as... Brauner, Doppelmocca, 
Einspanner, Fiaker, Melange, Kapuziner, Tuerkischer, Espresso... the list goes on. 

 

There are only a dozen or so ‘Classic’ coffee houses in Vienna and some are regarded as 
‘institutions’ and are even state subsidised. The most famous coffee house is the Hotel Sacher which 
‘invented’ the Sacher Torte Chocolate cake. It actually caused a riot, literally, when competitors’ cof-
feehouses sent their staff to steal the recipe. Hundreds were involved and many injured... just for a 
cake recipe! The Hotel Sacher is in Philharmonikerstrasse 4, in the First district and ‘behind’ the 
Opera House.  



My favourite is the Cafe Central at the corner of Herrengasse and Strauchgasse, 300 meters from 
the Hofburg Palace.  (Note: ‘Gasse’, ‘Strasse’ and ‘Strabe’ mean ‘street’)  
This was the meeting place where the ‘Great Minds’ of the turn of the century gathered. Men such as 
Alfred Adler, Sigmund Freud and Arthur Schnitzler gathered here. It's a truly great feeling to sit and 
take coffee in the same surroundings as did these world ‘movers and shakers’. Lev Davydovich  
Bronstein was one such a ‘regular’. He was known for regularly berating customers over the  
injustices of life under the Tsars.  
Later he moved back to Russia and changed his name... to Trotsky. 
 

Hitler lived in Vienna from 1907 to 1914 as a young ‘dandy’ and he also reputedly stopped here. Can 
you imagine that... Hitler and Trotsky in the same coffee circle ‘discussions’ before they achieved 
their separate infamous destinies! 

 

Other famous coffee houses are: 

• The Cafe Museum in Friedrichstrasse - try the espresso. 

• The Cafe Braeunerhof in Stallburggasse – The first Café to actually dare to add a touch of milk 
and sugar to coffee... 

• The Cafe Griensteidl - Traditional old style, try the ice cream with nuts. 
The Cafe Mozart - try the gugelhupf (a type of sponge cake). 
 

Then there are the Demel houses... the pastry shops... Try the Demel on Kohlmarkt 14. If it is cakes 
you want then here you can add a few zillion calories easily. Too many types and names to fit in a 
book let alone your waistline! 

 

We have made a special point in describing the best of these establishments as we feel it essential, 
at least once, to indulge in a true Viennese Coffee experience. The overall cost for coffee and cake 
should not exceed $20. Nevertheless, astonishingly, so many people visit Vienna and ‘go round the 
corner' to ‘save a few bucks’ and get a quick coffee and snack to save $10.  They will never ‘knowH’ 
 

Heiligenkreuz Monastery 

Is a Cistercian Monastery in the village of Heilgenkreuz in the southern part of the Vienna Woods. It 
has existed without interruption since its foundation in 1133 and is thus the oldest continuously  
occupied Cistercian Monastery in the world.  
 

Schonbrunn Palace 

Schönbrunn Palace is the Royal family summer residence.  It is the Habsburg Emperor’s response to 
Louis XIV's palace of Versailles. It was designed by Nicolaus Pacassi in the reign of Maria Theresa 
and completed in 1750. There’s a splendid formal park behind the palace and the colonnade  
crowning the hilltop is called the Gloriette. The Christmas markets are held in the main courtyard  
outside the Palace.  
 

Melk 

The Monastery of Melk is an enormous baroque creation with an old library of antique books and a 
beautifully painted cathedral ceiling. The imposing mass of the Benedictine abbey of Melk rises on a 
bluff over the Danube, looming over the town of Melk. Jakob Prandtauer designed the extravagant 
state rooms (started in 1702), notably the marble hall and famous library, but his masterpiece is no 
doubt the church (Stiftskirche).	 



Lake Mondsee 

Mondsee (Moonlake) is a lake in the Upper Austrian part of the Salzkammergut and neighbour to the 
larger Attersee. Its southwestern shore marks the border between the states of Upper Austria and 
Salzburg. The Drachenwand (Dragonwall) at the southern shore of the lake is an impressive sight. 
Mondsee is one of Austria's last privately-owned lakes. In 1864, remains of neolithic pile dwellings 
were discovered in the lake. Make sure you visit the church made famous in the wedding scene of 
the film the ‘Sound of Music’. 
 

Leogang 

Leogang is a village in the Pinzgau area of Salzburg, surrounded by magnificent mountains at an  
altitude of 800 meters.  It has a total population of approximately 3000 people and is situated be-
tween the Leoganger Steinberge and the Kitzbuheler Alpen by a river called Leoganger Ache.  
The town covers a large area, away from all the traffic routes and is completely surrounded by  
serene alpine meadows. Leogang is an important skiing town - there are over two hundred kilometers 
of well-prepared slopes and 55 lifts.   
 

Historically, Leogang is one of the oldest mining towns in the Alps. Its name was first mentioned in 
the early 10th century, but mining was already done here by Illyrian tribes. The local  
Bergbaumuseum or mining museum recalls the millennia of mining that kept Leogang going until the 
rise of skiing tourism after WWII.  
 

Salzburg 

Once home to Mozart, Salzburg boasts ornate squares, statues, churches and is dominated by the 
enormous Festung (Fortress). 
 

The city owes its rich artistic heritage to its prince-archbishops, who once ruled it as a  
semi-independent city state. Their magnificent Residenz, numerous ancillary palaces, castles, art  
collections, churches and parks form the principal attractions of Salzburg.  
The town itself, squeezed between the River Salzach and the mighty rock of the Hohensalzburg,  
delights the stroller with its narrow streets, onion spires, sculptured fountains, and wrought-iron shop 
signs.  
 

A vast music industry has grown up around the name of Mozart, culminating with the annual  
Salzburg Festival which is a major highlight of Europe's musical calendar. 
 

This enchanting baroque city was used for several locations used in the film 'Sound of Music'. Take 
time to explore the myriad of narrow, cobbled stone streets, the fascinating shops and traditional  
coffee houses. The views from the enormous Festung (Fortress) sitting high above the city are  
magnificent and you can’t miss the charm of the famous Christmas Markets in Cathedral Square. 
 

Kitzbuhel 
Kitzbühel town is situated about 100kms from the state capital, Innsbruck. Still retaining the  
atmosphere of a Tyrolean village in its historic centre, old-style houses with projecting gables and 
painted exteriors compete for attention with shops selling Europe's most exclusive brand names. 
There is a cable car to the Kitzbüheler Horn and 23 mountain restaurants.  
Kitzbühel ‘Christkindlmarkt’ (Christmas markets) are in the historical town centre. 
 

Zell-am-See 

Zell-am-See is the quintessential Austrian resort and a compact town of picture-postcard perfection, 
with a lake on one side and an impressive mountain hinterland on the other. There is a stunning  



cable car ride up to the lofty heights of the Schmittenhöhe which towers 6,450 feet over the township. 
The view from the top is one of the finest in the Alps.  
 

Rattenberg 

Rattenberg is a medieval gem on the Inn River, near Rattenberg mountain and Innsbruck. With a 
population of 440, it is the smallest town in the country. 
Founded in the 14th century, it was built in the shadow of Rat Mountain to protect itself from  
marauders. The protection, however, comes at a price. Like an estimated 60 other communities nest-
ed in the Tyrol region of the Alps, Rattenberg receives little-to-no sunlight during the winter. It is one 
of the few places at a significant distance from the Arctic Circle that has a time of permanent dark-
ness. 
Rattenberg is known for its glass making. It has an abundance of crystal glass shops. 
 

Swarovski ‘Kristallwelten’ (Crystal Worlds) 
The Swarovski Crystal Worlds, created by Andre Heller, is an invitation to dream. In 1995, for the 100 
year anniversary of Swarovski, the multi-media artist Andre Heller created a place of true amazement 
with 14 subterranean Chambers of Wonder. 
In 2003 and 2007 the so called home of the crystals became extended with new chambers.  
More than 8 million people have been enchanted by this world of experiences encompassing the full 
spectrum of art, music, dance and literature. 
This unique crystalline theatre is Austria’s second most visited museum, right after Schönbrunn  
Palace. 
 

Innsbruck 

The capital of the Tyrol is set in a lovely spot on the River Inn, at the foot of the Karwendel Alps and 
retains a distinctive provincial charm, making it one of the most attractive cities of Alpine Europe. 
Handsome old town houses, of which the Goldenes Dachl is most famous, line the traffic-free central 
area around Herzog-Friedrich Straße and Maria-Theresien Straße. (Straße is pronounced ‘Strasse” 
and means Street). The Hofburg, a sprawling cream-and-pistachio palace built under Maria Theresia, 
adjoins the Hofkirche, one of the chief masterpieces of German renaissance. Goldenes Dachl literally 
means “Little Golden Roof” and has long been a symbol of Innsbruck's “ye olde” charm. It was built 
around 1500 as part of a ducal palace that no longer exists.  
 

Vaduz 

Vaduz is the capital of the principality of Liechtenstein and the seat of the national parliament. The 
town is located along the Rhine, and most of the inhabitants are Roman Catholic. Its cathedral is the 
seat of a Roman Catholic archbishop. 
The most prominent landmark of Vaduz is Vaduz Castle, the home of the reigning prince of  
Liechtenstein and the Liechtenstein princely family. The castle is visible from almost any location in 
Vaduz, being perched atop a steep hill in the middle of the city. 
 

Luzern  
Luzern (Lucerne) is a city of medieval squares with a jagged skyline of towers and spires and two 
ancient wooden covered bridges (Kapellbrücke and Spreuerbrücke) spanning the River Reuss  
making the town appear like something out of a fairytale. Add to this the lovely setting on Lake  
Lucerne, with the towering peaks of Mount Pilatus and Mount Rigi a short boat ride away, and it's 
easy to see why this is one of the most popular places in Switzerland.  
 

There are several worthwhile sights in town, including the Lion Monument dedicated to Swiss  
soldiers killed in the French Revolution, the Picasso Collection, the Richard Wagner Museum and the 
Transport Museum - the biggest of its kind in Europe.  



The Chapel and Mill Bridges 

The Chapel Bridge (Kapellbrucke) was built in 1333 and is the symbol of Luzern. It is a covered 
wooden footbridge, which you can use to diagonally cross the Reuss River. The bridge has more 
than 100 paintings as old as 1599 (Heinrich Wagmann) depicting the daily activities and dress of the 
people. There is also an octagonal water tower in the middle of the bridge, which was used as a pris-
on, a torture chamber and an archive. The Mill Bridge (Spreuerbrucke) built in 1407, is a wooden 
bridge spanning an arm on the Reuss. Its gables are painted with the Dance of the Death, a mural by 
Kaspar Meglinger, 17th century. 
 

Pickwicks Pub 

Set on the waterfront between the Chapel and Mill Bridges. A very popular meeting point and perfect 
for that coffee or crepe. 
 

The Dying Lion Monument (Lowendenkmal) 
The monument is carved into the sandstone cliff above the town. Designed by the great Danish 
sculptor Bertel Thorvaldsen, the statue was dedicated in 1821. The monument is an allegorical refer-
ence to the bravery of the Swiss Guards who died in the Tuileries of Paris in 1792 trying to save the 
life and the honor of Marie Antoinette during the French Revolution. 
 

Bucherer’s Watch and Jewellery Store  
This is Switzerland’s most famous store for watches and clocks. The Bucherer’s store is enormous 
and 4 stories high.  
 

 


