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You are travelling to Europe – a wonderful assembly of diverse countries that have, over 
hundreds of years, evolved and formulated their individual and often unique customs, 
styles and quirkiness. We want to (and sometimes have to) fit into the region’s natural 
patterns and irregularities. Much will appear so very different from ‘home’ – and surely it 
is exactly those very differences that inspired you to go there in the first place! 
 

To help you, the following pages contains additional information specific to your tour  
including brief introductory information regarding the major sites and regions you will be 
visiting. 

 

We would like to wish you a wonderful trip through Europe and a safe return home. 

 

Best wishes and Merry Christmas from the Albatross Team  
 



Christmas in the Slovenian Alps 

 

Please see below a light overview of some of the regions and towns you will be visiting.  

 

Munich 

Within sight of the Alps, the glamorous capital of Bavaria, Munich (München) has much to offer: an 
extensive and well-restored old town, world-class museums and galleries, fine civic buildings such as 
the neo-Gothic town hall, and the wonderful church known as the Frauenkirche, whose twin  
onion-topped towers are the symbol of the city.  
 

This cosmopolitan city is enlivened by its strong identification with Bavarian traditions as well as by 
the presence of vast numbers of students, who have made the suburb of Schwabing their own. In 
addition, the city boasts magnificent green spaces, ranging from raucous beer gardens to the vast 
English-style park known as the Englischer Garten and the Olympiapark. 
 

Rebuilt since the war (there were 66 bombing raids on Munich alone!) the central walking precinct is 
a mass of people and activity. The shopping is excellent. Perhaps take lunch in one of the numerous 
cafes or a giant Beer Hall? The Christmas markets are some of the largest in Germany and scattered 
all around the old town hall. 
 

Hohenschwangau 

Hohenschwangau is a village in the district of Bavaria, Germany. It is located between  
Neuschwanstein Castle and Hohenschwangau Castle and visited by approximately 2 million people 
annually. On one hill overlooking the village there is the neo-gothic Castle of Hohenschwangau. On 
the other side above the village is the wooded mountain spur and Neuschwanstein - the fairytale  
castle of ‘Mad’ King Ludwig.  
 

Neuschwanstein - the Fairytale Castle 

Located in the mountains of Bavaria is the village of Hohenschwangau and Neuschwanstein - the 
Fairytale Castle of ‘mad’ King Ludwig.  The guided tour of the castle takes in the state rooms, king’s 
apartments, halls and throne room; all reminiscent of a Wagner operatic saga.    
 
Please note: The guided tour through Neuschwanstein Castle incorporates climbing up and down a 
number of floors and there are no elevators. If anyone has noticeable walking difficulties or limitations 
please consult your Tour Manager. 
 

Some interesting facts about the Castle: 
• The designer of the castle, Christian Jank, was actually a theatrical set designer and not an  
 architect 
• Public photography is not permitted inside the periphery of Neuschwanstein Castle. However, it is 
 still the most photographed building in Germany 

• Neuschwanstein Castle was the inspiration for Sleeping Beauty Castle at Disneyland Park 

• The castle is under the ownership of the state of Bavaria, which has spent more than €14.5  
 million on its maintenance, renovation and visitor services, since 1990 

• The conception of Neuschwanstein Castle was outlined by Ludwig II, in a letter to Richard  
 Wagner, dated May 13, 1868 

• The castle was initially known as New Hohenschwangau Castle. It was only after the death of 
 Ludwig II that it was re-named Neuschwanstein 



• 'Chitty Chitty Bang Bang' and 'The Wonderful World of the Brothers Grimm' are amongst the  
 movies in which the Neuschwanstein Castle has been featured 

• The castle has been heavily featured in the video game 'The Beast Within: A Gabriel Knight  
 Mystery' 
 

Oberammergau  
Oberammergau is famous for its ornately painted houses and its magical Passion Play. 
The Oberammergau Passion Plays are a series of inspirational performances that occur every ten 
years – paying tribute to the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The last series of  
performances were held in 2010.        
 

The play’s origins date back to 1633, when the community of Oberammergau found itself under 
threat from the Bubonic plague – the town pledged that if God were to spare them death, they would 
perform a play each decade to celebrate the life and death of Jesus. Thankfully the vow appeared to 
work, and as a result the locals were true to their promise – the very first play happened during  
Pentecost in 1634, where a stage was erected in the local cemetery.  
 

Nowadays the performances take place on a much larger scale, with over 2000 of the village’s  
residents working together to ensure the spectacle honours the vow of their ancestors.  The ‘Passion 
Play’ is now performed on four days a week between the months of May through to October.  
 

Such is the dedication of the residents, all male actors performing in the plays take part in a “Hair  
Decree” – from Ash Wednesday in 2009, all men were requested to let the hair on their heads and 
face grow to ensure they had an authentic look in time for 2010!  Performances are presented in the 
German language and are a total of five hours in length.  
 

Innsbruck 

The capital of the Tyrol is set in a lovely spot on the River Inn, at the foot of the Karwendel Alps and 
retains a distinctive provincial charm, making it one of the most attractive cities of Alpine Europe. 
Handsome old town houses, of which the Goldenes Dachl is most famous, line the traffic-free central 
area around Herzog-Friedrich Straße and Maria-Theresien Straße. (Straße is pronounced ‘Strasse” 
and means Street). The Hofburg, a sprawling cream-and-pistachio palace built under Maria Theresia, 
adjoins the Hofkirche, one of the chief masterpieces of German renaissance. Goldenes Dachl literally 
means “Little Golden Roof” and has long been a symbol of Innsbruck's “ye olde” charm. It was built 
around 1500 as part of a ducal palace that no longer exists.  
 

Swarovski ‘Kristallwelten’ (Crystal Worlds) 
The Swarovski Crystal Worlds, created by Andre Heller, is an invitation to dream. In 1995, for the 100 
year anniversary of Swarovski, the multi-media artist Andre Heller created a place of true amazement 
with 14 subterranean Chambers of Wonder. In 2003 and 2007 the so called home of the crystals  
became extended with new chambers. More than 8 million people have been enchanted by this world 
of experiences encompassing the full spectrum of art, music, dance and literature.  
This unique crystalline theatre is Austria’s second most visited museum, right after Schönbrunn  
Palace. 
 

Bolzano 

The charming town of Bolzano has a delightful Town Hall square and shop along the covered  
arcades and arches of Via dei Portici. The Museum of Archaeology is where you can see the  
mummified remains of Ötzi – the famous Ice Man - along with a fascinating exhibition documenting 
the Ancient History of Italy’s South Tyrol.  



The Christmas Market in Bolzano, are Italy's biggest Christmas market. For almost two decades it 
has attracted countless visitors every year to the magnificently decorated Piazza Walther, with its 
uniquely special Advent atmosphere. 
 

CastelBrando 

Located above the village of Cison di Valmarino, this 2,000 year old Roman fortress was turned into 
a sumptuous noble’s palace in the 13th century. A funicular takes you up to the heart of the castle, a 
landmark seen from the valley below with its numerous turrets and battlements. Skilful restoration 
and sensitive modernisation have brought the original magnificence back to life. Guelph style  
decorative battlements, stone cellars, tapestries, swords and suits of armour set the scene for the 
elegant halls, dining rooms, manicured gardens and terraces overlooking the valley  
 

Set on a promontory overlooking Valmareno, enjoying the mild climate typical of the Treviso hills, 
CastelBrando is a splendid example of the historical and artistic restoration of one of the largest  
castles of Europe. The massive manor, nestled in 50 hectares of wooded park, is part of a medieval 
hamlet majestically set in the scenic Prosecco hills, surrounded by the towns of Valdobbiadene, 
Conegliano and Vittorio Veneto, just 50 minutes from Venice. 
 

Rich in history and legend, CastelBrando greets its guests with an austere and noble style. 
The castle was originally constructed in Roman times as a fortress to defend the important lines of 
communication which connected Northern Italy to the countries on the other side of the Alps. The 
Castle has been enlarged over the centuries.   
 

In the first half of the 16th Century Antonio Maria Brandolini, engaged skilful engineers and enlarged 
the central part of the Castle in Sansovino style, adding elegant lines of Venetian two- and  
three-mullioned windows. It was the Da Camino family who surrounded it with imposing Guelph-style 
decorative battlements and built a central tower. The Castle was then passed under the command of 
the Venetian Republic until after the fall of Venice when it became the property of Brandolini Counts 
until 1959. It was then sold to the Salesian fathers, who altered its structure and used it as a centre 
for spiritual studies.   
 

Venice 

Descending to the Po Valley we visit ‘Venezia’ (Venice) – arguably one of the most romantic cities in 
the world.  During your free time make sure you meander through the myriad of narrow, water lined 
streets and alleys spanned by humped back bridges. Beyond the city, there are the islands (Murano, 
Burano, and Torcello) where the pace of life is slower. 
 

Judging by its elegant beauty and historic charm, it's not hard to see why Venice has such a romantic 
appeal. Having been the inspiration behind many great works of art and literature from Shakespeare 
to TS Eliot, it's also home to what's widely perceived as the most romantic method of travel: the  
gondola. Venice the way it was meant to be seen! 
 

Built on a cluster of 118 islands and split into the six districts of Cannaregio, San Polo, Dorsoduro, 
Santa Croce, San Marco and Castello, the inevitable way of exploring Venice's narrow walkways, 
network of winding canals and some 400 bridges is by foot and gondola. Standing in sweeping St 
Marc's Square, otherwise known as the 'drawing room of Europe' (possibly for the fact that people 
gather here in large numbers), has to be a high point. From here, admire St Marc's Basilica, Venice's 
spectacular Byzantine church, plus the equally grand Doge's Palace.  



Venice would not be complete without appreciating the scene from Rialto Bridge spanning the Grand 
Canal, Venice's largest waterway. Look out for world-renowned Venetian glass, masks and lace, or 
take a side-seat at some of the wonderful cafes and restaurants.  
 

Villach 

Located on the Drava (Drau) River in Austria, Villach was the first town to be awarded Alpine Town of 
the Year. Villach is quite small but is known to be stylish and charming and is often referred to as 
‘one big stage’ holding grand cultural events, marvelous festivals and street performers. 
 

Villach is a bewitching city in winter. Take time to enjoy the festive atmosphere contributed by the 
surrounding snow-capped mountains, glittering frozen lakes by day and mulled wine and roasted 
chestnuts by night.  
 

Villach is famous throughout Austria for its annual carnival which is broadcast on public television 
within Austria. 
 

Lake Bled 

Lake Bled is 460 metres (1,500 feet) above sea level and offers a magnificent view of the Julian Alps. 
St Mary's church, with a rich baroque interior, stands on a tiny island. Originally the site was  
associated with Siva, the Slav goddess of love, but in Christian times it became a place of pilgrimage. 
 

Bled Castle (Blejski grad) stands in a scenic position on a hill overlooking Lake Bled. The castle 
dates from the early Middle Ages, although it was rebuilt in the 16th and 17th centuries and was  
extensively restored after World War II. The rare gothic fortifications are intact, as is a remarkable 
16th century chapel with frescoes added around 1700. 
 

Ljublijana 

Means ‘beloved’ in Slovene. Retaining the charm and warmth of a small town, it is literally filled to 
capacity with Baroque churches, palaces, museums and quaint bridges traversing the canals and 
rivers. Pedestrian areas in the historic Old Town overflow with cafe tables and street entertainers.  
 

Slovenia's capital, dominated by Ljubljana Castle, has an old centre featuring the baroque Saint Nich-
olas Cathedral, Ursuline Church and Franciscan Church with their Francesco Robba altars. Also of 
interest is Robba's fountain, which emulates that of Bernini in Rome's Piazza Navona.  
 

Ljubljana's museums highlight Slovenian culture. The National Museum contains local archaeological 
finds, while the National Gallery collections include paintings by the Slovene Impressionists. The  
Museum of Modern Art houses a permanent collection of 20th century Slovenian art. 
The massive Ljubljana Castle (Ljubljanski grad), with its characteristic angular tower, stands on a hill 
in the centre of Ljubljana, affording an excellent view of the city. The castle was originally built in 
1511, but was later modified to serve different purposes. In the 19th century, it was used as a prison. 
The old chapel features a remarkable 15th-century bell. 
 

The legend of the ‘Sinking of the Bells’ 
“Once upon a time there lived a young widow in the castle of Bled. Her husband was killed by  
robbers and his body was thrown into the lake. She was so inconsolable that she gathered all her 
gold and silver and cast a bell for the chapel on the island, in memory to her husband. But the bell 
didn’t arrive there. The bell, the boat and boatmen sank during a terrible storm. The desperate widow 
sold all her property after this accident. She offered the proceeds for the construction of a new church 
on the island. She left Bled and lived the rest of her life in Rome as a nun. After her death the Pope 
had heard of her misfortune and of her good deeds during her life as a nun, so in memory to her he 



decided to make a new bell. He said that anyone that rings the bell three times and believes in God, 
his or her wish would come true. Even today sometimes, on a dark night you can hear the sunken 
bell ringing from the depths of the lake.” 
 

Lake Bohinj 
Lake Bohinj is the largest permanent lake in Slovenia. It is located in the Bohinj municipality in the 
north-west of the country, and is inside Triglav National Park. The Lake is 4.2 km long and 1 km at its 
maximum width. It is a glacial lake dammed by a moraine. 
 

Kranjska Gora 

Kranjska Gora is a town and a municipality on the Sava Dolinka river in the Upper Carniola region of 
northwest Slovenia, close to the Austrian and Italian borders. It is best known as a winter sports town 
situated in the Julian Alps. It annually hosts an event in the Alpine skiing World Cup series and the 
well-known ski jumping hill Planica is located in the nearby Tamar valley. 
 

Salzburg 

Once home to Mozart, Salzburg boasts ornate squares, statues, churches and is dominated by the 
enormous Festung (Fortress). 
 

The city owes its rich artistic heritage to its prince-archbishops, who once ruled it as a  
semi-independent city state. Their magnificent Residenz, numerous ancillary palaces, castles, art  
collections, churches and parks form the principal attractions of Salzburg.  
 

The town itself, squeezed between the River Salzach and the mighty rock of the Hohensalzburg,  
delights the stroller with its narrow streets, onion spires, sculptured fountains, and wrought-iron shop 
signs.  
 

A vast music industry has grown up around the name of Mozart, culminating with the annual  
Salzburg Festival which is a major highlight of Europe's musical calendar. 
 

This enchanting baroque city was used for several locations used in the film 'Sound of Music'. Take 
time to explore the myriad of narrow, cobbled stone streets, the fascinating shops and traditional  
coffee houses. The views from the enormous Festung (Fortress) sitting high above the city are  
magnificent and you can’t miss the charm of the famous Christmas Markets in Cathedral Square.  
 

 


