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You are travelling to Europe – a wonderful assembly of diverse countries that have, over 

hundreds of years, evolved and formulated their individual and often unique customs, 

styles and quirkiness. We want to (and sometimes have to) fit into the region’s natural 

patterns and irregularities. Much will appear so very different from ‘home’ – and surely it 

is exactly those very differences that inspired you to go there in the first place! 

 

To help you, the following pages contains additional information specific to your tour  

including brief introductory information regarding the major sites and regions you will be 

visiting. 

 

We would like to wish you a wonderful trip through Europe and a safe return home. 

 

Best wishes and Merry Christmas from the Albatross Team  
 



Christmas in the Swiss Alps 

 
Please see below a light overview of some of the regions and towns you will be visiting.  
 

Paris 
To many, Paris is the romantic capital of Europe - and to some, the romantic capital of the world!  
And who could blame them: From the animated discussions and laughter at the pavement cafes, 
through to lovers strolling along the Champs Elysees and on to the grand structure of the Eiffel Tow-
er, and other famous buildings. 
 

A beautiful city situated on the River Seine, Paris has many fine buildings and monuments, ranging 
from the well-known sights of the Eiffel Tower and the cathedral of Notre Dame to modern buildings 
such as the Pompidou Centre and the glass pyramids in front of the Musée du Louvre. Each area of 
Paris has its own particular character and appeal: the classical architecture of the Right Bank, with its 
perspectives down long, broad boulevards; the narrow streets of the Marais lined with museums and 
small shops; and the traditionally bohemian Latin Quarter. 
 

Paris boasts a wealth of famous museums from the large collections of the Musée du Louvre and the 
Mused d'Orsay, to smaller museums dedicated to specific artists, such as the Musée Rodin and the 
Musée Picasso. The city also attracts visitors for its famous restaurants and cafés, and for its  
reputation as one of Europe's fashion capitals, the home of haute couture. Make sure you spend free 
time strolling amongst the broad boulevards, shops and museums of Paris. Perhaps also visit the  
village-like Montmartre around the hilltop Basilique du Sacré Coeur.  
  
Getting around the city is very easy using the extensive metro system. Maps of the city and the metro 
system will be available at your hotel reception. 
 
Geneva 
Once home of the Red Cross, Geneva is the second largest city in Switzerland. Geneva boasts an 
array of attractions that make it one of the best known cities in the world from the charming Old Town 
to the Flower Clock; but the star attraction is the Jet d’Eau located on the lakeshore.  
 

Jet d’Eau (literally meaning ‘water jet’) is a must-see for anyone visiting Geneva, whether this is your 
first time to Geneva or not. The elegant water fountain shoots 500 litres of water per second, 140  
metres high at a speed of 200km/h! Originally built to release the pressure of the hydraulic plant, the 
Jet d’Eau has since become a symbol of strength for Geneva. 
 

Located at the foot of the Alps, Geneva is the perfect base for exploring surrounding areas by boat, 
bike or foot. 
 

Vevey 
Vevey is one of the “Pearls of the Swiss Riviera”. Its lakeside location has breathtaking views 
of the Alpine panorama, an extraordinarily mild climate, the vineyards and the proud  
paddlewheel steamers on the lake characterise this town by Lake Geneva. 
It experienced its first heyday in the belle époch period at the end of the 19th century. Even today, 
majestic hotels and a flower-bedecked lakeside promenade lined with palm trees continue to serve 
as reminders of this age. But Vevey is also a modern, regional centre which is headquarters to 
Nestlé, the international Food and Beverage Group. Its most famous inhabitant was probably the  
comedian Charlie Chaplin, who spent the last twenty five years of his life here. A monument  



dedicated to him stands on the lakeshore. 
 
Montreux 
Montreux gained fame in the 19th century when its scenic lakeside setting and mild microclimate  
became popular with visiting writers and artists. The fabulous Château de Chillon, a scenic  
well-preserved 13th century fortress, is just outside of town jutting into the lake. With the opening of 
the country's first casino in 1881, Montreux  became the Monte Carlo of Switzerland; its celebrity sta-
tus is further enhanced by the famous Jazz Festival held annually in July. 
 

Keep an eye out for the statue to the late Freddy Mercury – lead singer of the rock group ‘Queen’ – 
who once lived here. 
 
Chateau Chillon 
An architectural jewel located between the shores of Lake Geneva and the Alps, this monument with 
over 1,000 years of history, has always inspired artists and writers, from Jean-Jacques Rousseau to 
Victor Hugo and Lord Byron, from Delacroix to Courbet.  
Excavations carried out from the end of the 19th century, in particular by the archeologist Albert Naef 
(1862-1936), affirm that this site has been occupied since the Bronze Age.  
In its current state, the Castle of Chillon is the result of several centuries of constant building,  
adaptations, renovations and restorations.  
The rocky island on which the castle is built, was both a natural protection and a strategic location to 
control the passage between northern and southern Europe. 
 

Gruyeres 
The medieval walled town of Gruyere is in the upper valley of the Saane River on a hill overlooking 
the Gruyere Lake. The town is hugely focused around Agriculture and Forestry and is very  
well-known for the Gruyere cheese. In the town you must visit one of the many small shops to taste 
the local cheeses and delightful Swiss chocolate on offer. 
 

The prestigious Gruyere Castle towers majestically over the small rural town. Built between 1270 and 
1282 it is now a museum with a beautiful French garden overlooking the luscious landscape that  
surrounds. 
 

Gstaad 
Gstaad is an upscale resort town in the Bernese Oberland region of the Swiss Alps. Its soaring 
mountains and prestigious international boarding schools have long made it a holiday destination for 
royalty and celebrities. Cable cars connect surrounding ski areas such as Wispile and Rinderberg, 
with hundreds of kilometers of all-level pistes and cross-country trails. Glacier 3000 offers nearly year
-round skiing. 
 

Grindelwald 
Set deep in the heart of the Bernese Oberland, charming Grindelwald is renowned for its dramatic 
setting surrounded by great snow covered peaks and meadows. Located at 1,034 metres (3,392 ft) 
above sea level in the Bernese Alps, Grindelwald village awards visitors with an exceptional view of 
the surrounding landscape including the north face of the Eiger. 
 

Famed for its winter sports, Grindelwald is perfect for all skiers offering slopes for beginners,  
intermediates and the challenges of the Eiger glacier for the more experienced. During the warmer 
months, alternate activities are available for the active including cable car rides and walking tracks; 
the village is also littered with cosy restaurants and cafes. 



Bern 
As European capitals go, Bern (Berne) is tiny, almost provincial in atmosphere and ridiculously pretty. 
The roots of its power go back to the 16th century when it was the predominant Swiss city state. The 
present city centre was built during this golden age, on a hill in a spectacular bend above the River 
Aare. Little has changed, and it is now designated as a UNESCO World Landmark.  
 

Simply wander along the main east–west cobbled street to see the principal sights: 11 flamboyant 
16th century fountains; the picturesque and intriguing Clock Tower; six kilometres (3.5 miles) of  
medieval shopping arcades; and Bern's famous Bärengraben bear pits. Just off the main street is the 
parliament building and the Gothic Münster with its elaborately gilded Last Judgement.  
 

Make sure you visit the Clock Tower – once the town’s west gate. Just before the beginning of every 
hour it chimes and the characters and puppets are all animated in a little ‘show’. 
Near the Bear Pits there are excellent toilets as well as a café/pub which brews its own beer. 
 
Thun 
The city of Thun, which is located at the lower end of Lake Thun, is the gate to the Bernese 
Oberland. The historic Old Town is situated about one kilometer from the shore of the lake, on 
the river Aare. There is a castle in the center of the Old Town that dates back to the 12th  
century and boasts a museum. 
 

Interlaken 
Interlaken is a resort town on the Aare River, between lakes Thun and Brienz in central Switzerland, 
and gateway to the Bernese Oberland. In a dramatic setting with vistas of the Alps, it has long been 
an international destination.  
 
Luzern  
Luzern (Lucerne) is a city of medieval squares with a jagged skyline of towers and spires and two 
ancient wooden covered bridges (Kapellbrücke and Spreuerbrücke) spanning the River Reuss  
making the town appear like something out of a fairytale. Add to this the lovely setting on Lake  
Lucerne, with the towering peaks of Mount Pilatus and Mount Rigi a short boat ride away, and it's 
easy to see why this is one of the most popular places in Switzerland.  
 

There are several worthwhile sights in town, including the Lion Monument dedicated to Swiss  
soldiers killed in the French Revolution, the Picasso Collection, the Richard Wagner Museum and the 
Transport Museum - the biggest of its kind in Europe.  
 

• The Chapel and Mill Bridges 
The Chapel Bridge (Kapellbrucke) was built in 1333 and is the symbol of Luzern. It is a covered 
wooden footbridge, which you can use to diagonally cross the Reuss River. The bridge has more 
than 100 paintings as old as 1599 (Heinrich Wagmann) depicting the daily activities and dress of 
the people. There is also an octagonal water tower in the middle of the bridge, which was used as 
a prison, a torture chamber and an archive. The Mill Bridge (Spreuerbrucke) built in 1407, is a 
wooden bridge spanning an arm on the Reuss. Its gables are painted with the Dance of the 
Death, a mural by Kaspar Meglinger, 17th century. 

 

• Pickwicks Pub 
Set on the waterfront between the Chapel and Mill Bridges. A very popular meeting point and  
perfect for that coffee or crepe. 
 



• The Dying Lion Monument (Lowendenkmal) 
The monument is carved into the sandstone cliff above the town. Designed by the great Danish 
sculptor Bertel Thorvaldsen, the statue was dedicated in 1821. The monument is an allegorical  
reference to the bravery of the Swiss Guards who died in the Tuileries of Paris in 1792 trying to 
save the life and the honor of Marie Antoinette during the French Revolution. 

 

• Bucherer’s Watch and Jewellery Store  
This is Switzerland’s most famous store for watches and clocks. The Bucherer’s store is  
enormous and 4 stories high.  

 


