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You are travelling to Europe – a wonderful assembly of diverse countries that have, over 

hundreds of years, evolved and formulated their individual and often unique customs, 

styles and quirkiness. We want to (and sometimes have to) fit into the region’s natural 

patterns and irregularities. Much will appear so very different from ‘home’ – and surely it 

is exactly those very differences that inspired you to go there in the first place! 

 

To help you, the following pages contains additional information specific to your tour  

including brief introductory information regarding the major sites and regions you will be 

visiting. 

 

We would like to wish you a wonderful trip through Europe and a safe return home. 

 

Best wishes and Merry Christmas from the Albatross Team  
 



German Christmas Holiday 

 
Please see below a light overview of some of the regions and towns you will be visiting.  
 

Frankfurt 
Frankfurt is a thriving industrial metropolis – Germany’s 5th largest city. As a commercial centre it has 
been the site of world trade fairs for over 800 years.  Frankfurt is home to the German Stock 
Exchange, the European Central Bank, the Deutsche Bundesbank and over 300 financial institutions 
from around the world, making the 1200-year-old trade and commerce city one of Europe´s foremost 
finance centres. 
 

Even though it is not noted as a ‘tourist’ city there are plenty of things to see and do. Spend time in 
the Alstadt (‘old town’5 rebuilt after the 2nd World War in the old style) and the famous Zeil – a  
pedestrian shopping zone between the ‘Hauptwache’ and ‘Konstablerwache’ (‘wache’ – ‘road/way’) – 
which is one of the most famous shopping streets in Europe.   
 
Heidelberg 
Heidelberg is picturesquely set in the wooded Neckar Valley, in the local region known as the  
Odenwald. Its twin-towered bridge was built in 1788 and the stone bridge gate on the side of the old 
town was originally part of the town wall. Coupled with the red sandstone castle overlooking the roofs 
of the old town, the whole scene seems to sum up all that is romantic in Germany.  
 

Heidelberg’s history goes back a long, long way. In 1907 the jaw-bone of a man was discovered in 
the nearby town of Mauer.  Scientific dating determined it was between 600,000 and 200,000 years 
old. Named "Heidelberg Man” his remains are the earliest evidence of human life in Europe.   
Throughout history tribes and empires have made settlements here.  Indeed in the 5th century the 
Celts built a fortress and a place of worship on the Heiligenberg, or "Mountain of Saints" and the town 
became an important garrison for the Romans. 
The university is the oldest in Germany and was founded in 1386 and it played a leading part in the 
era of humanism and reformation and the conflict between Lutheranism and Calvinism in the 15th and 
16th centuries. Heidelberg's library, founded in 1421, is the oldest public library in Germany still intact.  
In 1537 the castle located further up the mountain was destroyed in a gunpowder explosion. The 
duke's palace was built at the site of the lower castle. 
Currently the town has a population of around 150,000. These numbers are swelled by the huge 
number of students studying here. Traditional student merrymaking continues in the alleyways and 
pubs, however these days, the presence of different types of research institutes and other offshoots 
of the university have saved the city from becoming merely a picturesque backwater. 
 
The Black Forest (Schwarzwald) 
The Black Forest owes its name to the Romans who called the area the Silva Nigra, i.e. "Black  
Forest," due the dense stands of spruce and conifers which barely allow daylight to reach the forest 
floor. 
It should be noted however that its scenery is much more varied than its name implies. The region 
covers an area of approximately 200 km by 60 km. There is plenty of woodland, but especially in the 
south, the countryside becomes more diverse with pretty orchards and pastureland. To the west, an 
almost continuous strip of vineyards clad the lower slopes of the escarpment above the Rhine plain. 
There are deep valleys such as the Münstertal and the Höllental (Hell Valley), lakes like the delightful 
Titisee, and attractive villages where typical farmhouses with deep eaves can be seen.  



Hornberg 
Hornberg is the town of the 'Hornberger Schießen' (Hornberg Shooting) and a place with just under 
5000 inhabitants.  It is located in the Gutach Valley on the Black Forest Railway and lies in the district 
of Reichenbach. 
Hornberg is one of the 3 villages which are the home of the famous Bollenhut, a traditional ladies' hat 
topped with pom-poms. 
 
Strasbourg 
Strasbourg is the capital of the French Alsace region and is the official seat of the European  
Parliament. Retaining its old world charm there are three bridges spanning the River Ill, each flanked 
by massive fortified towers, with pedestrian streets and Christmas markets around the Place de la 
Cathédrale and Place Broglie which are beautifully decorated and a delight. 
This traditional Christmas market, which dates back to 1570, is one of the oldest and finest, and 
boasts one of the highest Christmas trees in Europe. 
The historic city centre one the Grande Île (Grand Island), was classified a World Heritage site by 
UNESCO in 1988.  Its medieval heart boasts ‘Rhineland style’ black and white half timbered  
timber-framed buildings. These are a particular delight in the Petite-France district alongside the Ill 
and in the pedestrian streets and squares surrounding the Place de la Cathédrale and Place Broglie. 
The sandstone Gothic Cathedral is known for its famous astronomical clock. 
 
Gengenbach 
Gengenbach is a picturesque town on the western edge of the Black Forest. Well known for its  
traditional, historically influenced carnival for wearing costumes with carved wooden masks and  
clapping with a “Ratsche” (a traditional-classic wooden "sound-producing" toy).  
The town is also the proud owner of the world's biggest advent calendar. The 24 windows of the 18th 
century town hall represent the 24 "windows" of an Advent calendar. Each evening leading up to 
Christmas a window is opened at dusk.  
 

Lake Titisee 
Titisee is a lake in the southern Black Forest area in Baden-Württemberg. It covers an area of 
1.3 km² and has an average depth of 20 m. It owes its creation to the Feldberg glacier.  
 
Feldberg 
Felberg is the Black Forest’s highest ski resort. The resort stands at 900 metres (2953 feet) with a 
maximum vertical drop of 503 metres (1650 feet).  The Feldberg offers one of the most extensive 
panoramas of Germany - especially in winter at weather situations of inversion. For the most part the 
area contents a nature reserve due to its subalpine vegetation. This reserve is the oldest and biggest 
one in Baden-Württemberg. 
 

Hohenzollern Castle 
Located on the top of Mount Hohenzollern at an elevation 855 meters (2,805 ft) above sea level  
overlooking the Swabian Alb (Highlands). The Castle has many towers and turrets which are  
surrounded by ramps and fortifications.  



Some interesting facts about the Castle: 
• The Castle was originally constructed in the first part of the 11th century. In 1423 the castle was  

inundated for over a year by troops from the Swabian Free Imperial Cities. On May 15, 1423 the 
castle was finally taken and totally destroyed. Of the first castle only written records still exist. 

• In 1454 construction on the second castle began. While this castle was much stronger than the 
first, during the Thirty Years' War (1618–1648) it was captured by Württemberg troops in 1634. 
Following the war, the Habsburgs continued to own the castle, but it was rarely occupied. When 
the last Austrian owner left the castle in 1798 it began to totally fall to ruins. By the beginning of 
the 19th Century the castle was a ruin, with only the Chapel of St. Michael remaining usable. 

• The Third castle and one standing today, construction began in 1850, years later construction 
was completed on October 3, 1867 under William IV's brother, King William I. The castle was 
damaged in an earthquake on September 3, 1978 and was under repair until the mid-1990s. This 
castle is built in the Gothic Revival style. 

 

Triberg 
Home to Germany’s highest waterfall, where the original 1915 Black Forest gateau recipe came from 
and nesting ground of the world’s biggest cuckoos. It was here that in the bleak winters folk huddled 
in snowbound farmhouses to carve the clocks that would drive the world cuckoo, and here in a flash 
of brilliance the waterfall was harnessed to power the country’s first electric street lamps in 1884. 
 

Freiburg    
The capital of the Black Forest is the gothic city of Freiburg.  Sensitively restored, Freiburg is one of 
the most charming German cities located where the Black Forest meets the Rhine plain. Arcaded 
shopping streets and little streams lead through the old town to its great Gothic Münster (Cathedral) 
with a splendid tower and richly decorated interior.  
Among the old houses around the Münster square is the Kaufhaus, a merchants' hall dating from 
1520. The Augustinian Museum houses medieval art treasures.   
 

Luzern  
Luzern (Lucerne) is a city of medieval squares with a jagged skyline of towers and spires and two 
ancient wooden covered bridges (Kapellbrücke and Spreuerbrücke) spanning the River Reuss  
making the town appear like something out of a fairytale. Add to this the lovely setting on Lake  
Lucerne, with the towering peaks of Mount Pilatus and Mount Rigi a short boat ride away, and it's 
easy to see why this is one of the most popular places in Switzerland.  
 

There are several worthwhile sights in town, including the Lion Monument dedicated to Swiss  
soldiers killed in the French Revolution, the Picasso Collection, the Richard Wagner Museum and the 
Transport Museum - the biggest of its kind in Europe.  
 

• The Chapel and Mill Bridges 
The Chapel Bridge (Kapellbrucke) was built in 1333 and is the symbol of Luzern. It is a covered 
wooden footbridge, which you can use to diagonally cross the Reuss River. The bridge has more 
than 100 paintings as old as 1599 (Heinrich Wagmann) depicting the daily activities and dress of 
the people. There is also an octagonal water tower in the middle of the bridge, which was used as 
a prison, a torture chamber and an archive. The Mill Bridge (Spreuerbrucke) built in 1407, is a 
wooden bridge spanning an arm on the Reuss. Its gables are painted with the Dance of the Death  
Death, a mural by Kaspar Meglinger, 17th century. 



• Pickwicks Pub 
Set on the waterfront between the Chapel and Mill Bridges. A very popular meeting point and  
perfect for that coffee or crepe. 
 

• The Dying Lion Monument (Lowendenkmal) 
The monument is carved into the sandstone cliff above the town. Designed by the great Danish 
sculptor Bertel Thorvaldsen, the statue was dedicated in 1821. The monument is an allegorical 
reference to the bravery of the Swiss Guards who died in the Tuileries of Paris in 1792 trying to 
save the life and the honor of Marie Antoinette during the French Revolution. 
 

• Bucherer’s Watch and Jewellery Store  
This is Switzerland’s most famous store for watches and clocks. The Bucherer’s store is  
enormous and 4 stories high.  

 
 


