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You are travelling to Europe – a wonderful assembly of diverse countries that have, over 

hundreds of years, evolved and formulated their individual and often unique customs, 

styles and quirkiness. We want to (and sometimes have to) fit into the region’s natural 

patterns and irregularities. Much will appear so very different from ‘home’ – and surely it 

is exactly those very differences that inspired you to go there in the first place! 

 

To help you, the following pages contains additional information specific to your tour  

including brief introductory information regarding the major sites and regions you will be 

visiting. 

 

We would like to wish you a wonderful trip through Europe and a safe return home. 

 

Best wishes and Merry Christmas from the Albatross Team  
 



German White Christmas  

 
Please see below a light overview of some of the regions and towns you will be visiting.  

 

Munich 
Within sight of the Alps, the glamorous capital of Bavaria, Munich (München) has much to offer: an 
extensive and well-restored old town, world-class museums and galleries, fine civic buildings such as 
the neo-Gothic town hall, and the wonderful church known as the Frauenkirche, whose twin  
onion-topped towers are the symbol of the city.  
 
This cosmopolitan city is enlivened by its strong identification with Bavarian traditions as well as by 
the presence of vast numbers of students, who have made the suburb of Schwabing their own. In 
addition, the city boasts magnificent green spaces, ranging from raucous beer gardens to the vast 
English-style park known as the Englischer Garten and the Olympiapark. 
 
Rebuilt since the war (there were 66 bombing raids on Munich alone!) the central walking precinct is 
a mass of people and activity. The shopping is excellent. Perhaps take lunch in one of the numerous 
cafes or a giant Beer Hall? The Christmas markets are some of the largest in Germany and scattered 
all around the old town hall. 
 
Lake Mondsee 
Mondsee (Moonlake) is a lake in the Upper Austrian part of the Salzkammergut and neighbour to the 
larger Attersee. Its southwestern shore marks the border between the states of Upper Austria and 
Salzburg. The Drachenwand (Dragonwall) at the southern shore of the lake is an impressive sight. 
Mondsee is one of Austria's last privately-owned lakes. In 1864, remains of neolithic pile dwellings 
were discovered in the lake. Make sure you visit the church made famous in the wedding scene of 
the film the ‘Sound of Music’. 
 
Salzburg 
Once home to Mozart, Salzburg boasts ornate squares, statues, churches and is dominated by the 
enormous Festung (Fortress). 
 
The city owes its rich artistic heritage to its prince-archbishops, who once ruled it as a  
semi-independent city state. Their magnificent Residenz, numerous ancillary palaces, castles, art  
collections, churches and parks form the principal attractions of Salzburg.  
 
The town itself, squeezed between the River Salzach and the mighty rock of the Hohensalzburg,  
delights the stroller with its narrow streets, onion spires, sculptured fountains, and wrought-iron shop 
signs.  
 
A vast music industry has grown up around the name of Mozart, culminating with the annual  
Salzburg Festival which is a major highlight of Europe's musical calendar. 
 
This enchanting baroque city was used for several locations used in the film 'Sound of Music'. Take 
time to explore the myriad of narrow, cobbled stone streets, the fascinating shops and traditional  
coffee houses. The views from the enormous Festung (Fortress) sitting high above the city are  
magnificent and you can’t miss the charm of the famous Christmas Markets in Cathedral Square.  



Innsbruck 
The capital of the Tyrol is set in a lovely spot on the River Inn, at the foot of the Karwendel Alps and 
retains a distinctive provincial charm, making it one of the most attractive cities of Alpine Europe. 
Handsome old town houses, of which the Goldenes Dachl is most famous, line the traffic-free central 
area around Herzog-Friedrich Straße and Maria-Theresien Straße. (Straße is pronounced ‘Strasse” 
and means Street). The Hofburg, a sprawling cream-and-pistachio palace built under Maria Theresia, 
adjoins the Hofkirche, one of the chief masterpieces of German renaissance. Goldenes Dachl  liter-
ally means “Little Golden Roof” and has long been a symbol of Innsbruck's “ye olde” charm. It was 
built around 1500 as part of a ducal palace that no longer exists.  
 
Oberammergau 
Oberammergau is famous for its ornately painted houses and its magical Passion Play. 
The Oberammergau Passion Plays are a series of inspirational performances that occur every ten 
years – paying tribute to the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The last series of  
performances were held in 2010.        
 
The play’s origins date back to 1633, when the community of Oberammergau found itself under 
threat from the Bubonic plague – the town pledged that if God were to spare them death, they would 
perform a play each decade to celebrate the life and death of Jesus. Thankfully the vow appeared to 
work, and as a result the locals were true to their promise – the very first play happened during  
Pentecost in 1634, where a stage was erected in the local cemetery.  
 
Nowadays the performances take place on a much larger scale, with over 2000 of the village’s  
residents working together to ensure the spectacle honours the vow of their ancestors.  The ‘Passion 
Play’ is now performed on four days a week between the months of May through to October.  
 
Such is the dedication of the residents, all male actors performing in the plays take part in a “Hair  
Decree” – from Ash Wednesday in 2009, all men were requested to let the hair on their heads and 
face grow to ensure they had an authentic look in time for 2010!  Performances are presented in the 
German language and are a total of five hours in length.  
 
Hohenschwangau 
Hohenschwangau is a village in the district of Bavaria, Germany. It is located between  
Neuschwanstein Castle and Hohenschwangau Castle and visited by approximately 2 million people 
annually. On one hill overlooking the village there is the neo-gothic Castle of Hohenschwangau. On 
the other side above the village is the wooded mountain spur and Neuschwanstein - the fairytale  
castle of ‘Mad’ King Ludwig.  
 
Neuschwanstein - the Fairytale Castle 
Located in the mountains of Bavaria is the village of Hohenschwangau and Neuschwanstein - the 
Fairytale Castle of ‘mad’ King Ludwig.  The guided tour of the castle takes in the state rooms, King’s 
apartments, halls and throne room; all reminiscent of a Wagner operatic saga.    
 
Please note: The guided tour through Neuschwanstein Castle incorporates climbing up and down a 
number of floors and there are no elevators. If anyone has noticeable walking difficulties or limitations 
please consult your Tour Manager. 
 
Some interesting facts about the Castle: 
• The designer of the castle, Christian Jank, was actually a theatrical set designer and not an  

architect 



• Public photography is not permitted inside the periphery of Neuschwanstein Castle. However, it is 
 still the most photographed building in Germany 
• Neuschwanstein Castle was the inspiration for Sleeping Beauty Castle at Disneyland Park 
• The castle is under the ownership of the state of Bavaria, which has spent more than €14.5  
 million on its maintenance, renovation and visitor services, since 1990 
• The conception of Neuschwanstein Castle was outlined by Ludwig II, in a letter to Richard  
 Wagner, dated May 13, 1868 

• The castle was initially known as New Hohenschwangau Castle. It was only after the death of 
 Ludwig II that it was re-named Neuschwanstein 
• 'Chitty Chitty Bang Bang' and 'The Wonderful World of the Brothers Grimm' are amongst the  
 movies in which the Neuschwanstein Castle has been featured 

• The castle has been heavily featured in the video game 'The Beast Within: A Gabriel Knight  
 Mystery' 
 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen is a mountain resort town in Bavaria, southern Germany. 
Garmisch (in the west) and Partenkirchen (in the east) were separate towns for many centuries, and 
still maintain quite separate identities. 
Partenkirchen originated as the Roman town of Partanum on the trade route from Venice to  
Augsburg and is first mentioned in the year A.D. 15. Its main street, Ludwigsstrasse, follows the  
original Roman road. 
Garmisch is first mentioned some 800 years later as Germaneskau ("German District"), suggesting 
that at some point a Teutonic tribe took up settlement in the western end of the valley. 
 
Garmisch and Partenkirchen remained separate until their respective mayors were forced by Adolf 
Hitler to combine the two market towns in 1935 in anticipation of the 1936 Winter Olympic Games. 
Today, the united town is casually (but incorrectly) referred to as Garmisch, much to the dismay of 
Partenkirchen's residents. Most visitors will notice the slightly more modern feel of Garmisch while 
the fresco-filled, cobblestoned streets of Partenkirchen offer a glimpse into times past. Early  
mornings and late afternoons in pleasant weather often find local traffic stopped while the dairy cows 
are herded to and from the nearby mountain meadows. 
 
Zugspitze 
With an altitude of close to 3,000 meters, Zugspitze isn't just the highest peak in Germany, it also 
boasts the highest ski area with 22 kilometers of perfectly groomed runs with reliable snow cover, 
plus Germany's only glacier – guaranteed natural snow. 
The unmatched 360° panorama has phenomenal visibility in ideal weather conditions, you can see 
more than 400 peaks in Germany, Austria, Switzerland and Italy at a distance of up to 250  
kilometers, all at once. 
 
Linderhof Palace 
King Ludwig’s summer Residence, Schloss Linderhof (Schloss translates as ‘Palace’) is the smallest 
of the three palaces built by King Ludwig II of Bavaria and the only one of which he lived to see  
completed. Ludwig knew the area well as he often accompanied his father on hunting trips. Once he 
inherited the throne he went about reconstructing the Palace in the rococo style. Ludwig idolized the 
French King Louis XIV and was so inspired by the Place of Versailles that he even created his own 
Hall of Mirrors.    



Kloster Ettal Monastery 
Kloster Ettal Abbey is a Benedictine monastery in the village of Ettal close to Oberammergau and 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen in Bavaria, Germany. It has incredible painted ceilings and dates back over 
700 years. It is also one of the finest examples of Rococo architecture in existence. 


