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You are travelling to Europe – a wonderful assembly of diverse countries that have, over 

hundreds of years, evolved and formulated their individual and often unique customs, 

styles and quirkiness. We want to (and sometimes have to) fit into the region’s natural 

patterns and irregularities. Much will appear so very different from ‘home’ – and surely it 

is exactly those very differences that inspired you to go there in the first place! 

 

To help you, the following pages contains additional information specific to your tour  

including brief introductory information regarding the major sites and regions you will be 

visiting. 

 

We would like to wish you a wonderful trip through Europe and a safe return home. 

 

Best wishes and Happy New Year from the Albatross Team  
 



New Year in Paris 

 

Please see below a light overview of some of the regions and towns you will be visiting.  

 

Luzern  
Luzern (Lucerne) is a city of medieval squares with a jagged skyline of towers and spires and two 
ancient wooden covered bridges (Kapellbrücke and Spreuerbrücke) spanning the River Reuss  
making the town appear like something out of a fairytale. Add to this the lovely setting on Lake  
Lucerne, with the towering peaks of Mount Pilatus and Mount Rigi a short boat ride away, and it's 
easy to see why this is one of the most popular places in Switzerland.  
 

There are several worthwhile sights in town, including the Lion Monument dedicated to Swiss  
soldiers killed in the French Revolution, the Picasso Collection, the Richard Wagner Museum and the 
Transport Museum - the biggest of its kind in Europe.  
 

• The Chapel and Mill Bridges 

The Chapel Bridge (Kapellbrucke) was built in 1333 and is the symbol of Luzern. It is a covered 
wooden footbridge, which you can use to diagonally cross the Reuss River. The bridge has more 
than 100 paintings as old as 1599 (Heinrich Wagmann) depicting the daily activities and dress of 
the people. There is also an octagonal water tower in the middle of the bridge, which was used 
as a prison, a torture chamber and an archive. The Mill Bridge (Spreuerbrucke) built in 1407, is a 
wooden bridge spanning an arm on the Reuss. Its gables are painted with the Dance of the 
Death, a mural by Kaspar Meglinger, 17th century. 

 

• Pickwicks Pub 

Set on the waterfront between the Chapel and Mill Bridges. A very popular meeting point and 
perfect for that coffee or crepe. 

 

• The Dying Lion Monument (Lowendenkmal) 
The monument is carved into the sandstone cliff above the town. Designed by the great Danish 
sculptor Bertel Thorvaldsen, the statue was dedicated in 1821. The monument is an allegorical 
reference to the bravery of the Swiss Guards who died in the Tuileries of Paris in 1792 trying to 
save the life and the honor of Marie Antoinette during the French Revolution. 

 

• Bucherer’s Watch and Jewellery Store  
This is Switzerland’s most famous store for watches and clocks. The Bucherer’s store is  
enormous and 4 stories high.  

 

Beaune in Burgundy                                                                                              
The old town of Beaune is capital of the Burgundian wine industry. Beaune is surrounded by some of 
the world's most famous wine villages; the facilities and cellars of many producers large and small 
are to be found in Beaune. The annual wine auction of the Hospices de Beaune is the primary wine 
auction in France.  
Beaune is a walled city. About half of the battlements, ramparts, and the moat, remain in good  
condition and the central "old town" is extensive. Landmarks in Beaune include the Halles, the  
Hospices, the Beffroi, and Notre Dame. 
The fascinating Hospices de Beaune is a remarkable building.  Covered with multicoloured glazed 
roof tiles the 'Hotel Dieu' was built over 550 years ago to help the town's folk in a time of poverty and 
famine.  



Chateau of Fontainebleau 

Dating back 800 years, the chateau has been re-modelled by various kings through the centuries 
both Roman and Florentine styles. The grand apartments of this Royal residence are truly splendid.  
Entered through a large courtyard (Cour des Adieux) with a celebrated double-horseshoe staircase, 
the sprawling Château de Fontainebleau shows traces of its numerous royal inhabitants in its  
sumptuous interiors in a myriad of styles. François I transformed a hunting lodge into a renaissance 
palace, bringing in a team of Italian artists. Their frescoes and strange fireplaces survive in the  
dramatic Long Gallery and Ballroom. Most French monarchs spent some time here; Louis XIV  
decided to revoke the Edict of Nantes at Fontainebleau and it was one of Napoleon's favourite  
residences. 
 

Paris 

To many, Paris is the romantic capital of Europe - and to some, the romantic capital of the world!  
And who could blame them: From the animated discussions and laughter at the pavement cafes, 
through to lovers strolling along the Champs Elysees and on to the grand structure of the Eiffel Tow-
er, and other famous buildings. 
 

A beautiful city situated on the River Seine, Paris has many fine buildings and monuments, ranging 
from the well-known sights of the Eiffel Tower and the cathedral of Notre Dame to modern buildings 
such as the Pompidou Centre and the glass pyramids in front of the Musée du Louvre. Each area of 
Paris has its own particular character and appeal: the classical architecture of the Right Bank, with its 
perspectives down long, broad boulevards; the narrow streets of the Marais lined with museums and 
small shops; and the traditionally bohemian Latin Quarter. 
 

Paris boasts a wealth of famous museums from the large collections of the Musée du Louvre and the 
Mused d'Orsay, to smaller museums dedicated to specific artists, such as the Musée Rodin and the 
Musée Picasso. The city also attracts visitors for its famous restaurants and cafés, and for its  
reputation as one of Europe's fashion capitals, the home of haute couture. Make sure you spend free 
time strolling amongst the broad boulevards, shops and museums of Paris. Perhaps also visit the  
village-like Montmartre around the hilltop Basilique du Sacré Coeur.  
 

Getting around the city is very easy using the extensive metro system. Maps of the city and the metro 
system will be available at your hotel reception. 
 

Ypres (also known as Ieper)   
Between 1916 and 1918 thousands of Australian and New Zealand soldiers came to Ypres where 
some of the heaviest fighting in WWI took place. The whole of Ypres was completely destroyed in the 
war. After the war the town was lovingly rebuilt using money paid by Germany in reparations, with the 
main square, including the Cloth Hall and town hall, being rebuilt as close to the original designs as 
possible.  
 

The Cloth Hall today is home to In Flanders Fields Museum, dedicated to Ypres's role in the First 
World War. Ypres these days has the title of "city of peace" and maintains a close friendship with  
another town on which war had a profound impact: Hiroshima. The association may be regarded as 
somewhat gruesome due to the fact that both towns witnessed warfare at its worst: Ypres was one of 
the first places where chemical warfare was employed, while Hiroshima suffered the debut of nuclear 
warfare. 



The picturesque, central square is surrounded by grand old buildings, the magnificent Cloth Hall, St 
Georges Chapel and St Martin’s Church. The imposing Cloth Hall was built in the 13th century and 
was one of the largest commercial buildings of the Middle Ages. The structure we see today is the 
exact copy of the original medieval building, rebuilt after the war. The belfry that surmounts the hall 
houses a 49-bell carillon. The whole complex was designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 
1999. 
 

The Last Post - this moving ceremony has been repeated under the Menin Gate every night since 
1928 (excepting in the years of German occupation in WWII). On the inside walls of the gate are  
inscribed the names of over 53,000 Commonwealth soldiers who died in the area and who have no 
known grave.   
  

The countryside around Ypres (Flanders Fields) is featured in the famous poem by John McCrae, In 

Flanders Fields.  
 

Polygon Wood Cemetery 

Polygon Wood is a small wood just outside of Ypres. The wood was sometimes known as  
Racecourse Wood, as there was a track within it. Before the Great War, Polygon Wood was used by 
the Belgian Army and within it stands a large mound, known as the Butte, which was used for  
musketry training. On the Butte today stands a memorial to the 5th Australian Division. 
 

During the War, Polygon Wood was totally destroyed, and the wood was replanted after the war. 
There are tracks running through the wood which can be walked, and in terms of the Great War, 
there is a large cemetery, plus a New Zealand Memorial to the Missing as well as the Australian  
Memorial within the wood itself. 
 

The British Commonwealth’s largest war cemetery - Tyne Cot 
War graves, both of the Allied side and the Central Powers, cover the landscape around Ypres. One 
of the largest is Tyne Cot Commonwealth war cemetery.  
What happened in this area east of Ypres in 1917 was eventually summed up in one terrible word – 
Passchendaele! 
Tyne Cot cemetery grounds were assigned to the United Kingdom in perpetuity by King Albert I of 
Belgium in recognition of the sacrifices made by the British Empire in the defence and liberation of 
Belgium during the war.  
 

It is the largest cemetery for Commonwealth forces in the world, for any war.  The name "Tyne Cot" 
is said to come from the Northumberland Fusiliers seeing a resemblance between the German  
concrete pill boxes, which still stand in the middle of the cemetery, and typical Tyneside workers'  
cottages - Tyne Cots. The stone wall surrounding the cemetery makes up the Tyne Cot Memorial to 
the Missing. On completion of the Menin Gate memorial to the missing in Ypres, it was discovered to 
be too small to contain all the names as originally planned. Therefore those who were missing in  
action after 15 August 1917 and are without a known grave had their names inscribed here. There 
are 33,783 names of soldiers of the UK forces, plus a further 1,176 New Zealander names.    
 

London 

This capital of the United Kingdom can be divided into three distinct parts. 
The main commercial area is around the city, where Roman London was founded and where the me-
dieval township grew up, dominated by the massive fortress of the Tower of London. 
Further west along the Thames lies Westminster, the centre of government and administration.  



The West End, running west from Covent Garden to Oxford Street, is the main shopping and  
entertainment area. Surrounding this core are districts such as Kensington, Chelsea, and  
Marylebone, that joined London in the 18th century, but retain a separate identity. London's attraction 
is its cosmopolitanism, rivaling that of New York. 
An imperial capital in the 19th century, it has become a vibrant world city that is home to a fascinating 
mix of people.  


