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You are travelling to Europe – a wonderful assembly of diverse countries that have, over 

hundreds of years, evolved and formulated their individual and often unique customs, 

styles and quirkiness. We want to (and sometimes have to) fit into the region’s natural 

patterns and irregularities. Much will appear so very different from ‘home’ – and surely it 

is exactly those very differences that inspired you to go there in the first place! 

 

To help you, the following pages contains additional information specific to your tour  

including brief introductory information regarding the major sites and regions you will be 

visiting. 

 

We would like to wish you a wonderful trip through Europe and a safe return home. 

 

Best wishes and Happy New Year from the Albatross Team  
 



New Year in a Grand Venetian Villa 

 
Please see below a light overview of some of the regions and towns you will be visiting.  
 

Milan 
Famous for football and fashion, the La Scala Opera House, Galleria Vittorio Emmanuel the  
incredible gothic cathedral (Duomo) and shopping in  Armani, Versace, Prada, Dolce & Gabbana and 
Gucci  flagship stores on Via Montenapoleone, part of the Quadrilatero d’Oro (Golden Quad).  
 

Powerhouse of Italy, trend-setting shopping capital, and scene of Europe's most important modern 
furniture fair, Milan (Milano) has much to recommend it.  Milan has a wide range of important art  
galleries, museums, and churches including the extravagantly pinnacled Duomo, the Brera Gallery 
(containing works by Italian artists of the 14th to 20th centuries), and the Pinacoteca Ambrosiana 
(with works by Leonardo da Vinci, Caravaggio, and Raphael). In addition, Leonardo da Vinci's Last 
Supper dominates the Dominican monastery refectory next to the church of Santa Maria delle Grazie. 
 

Milan is also the world capital of furniture and homewares (the beanbag is a Milanese brainchild), 
and a hub for risk-taking contemporary art. 
 
Verona 
The UNESCO World Heritage city of Verona is set along the Adige River and not far from the eastern 
bank of Lake Garda. Originally the Roman Forum, the Piazza delle Erba which is located in the heart 
of Verona’s historic centre is a good place to start for anyone visiting Verona or to just stop and have 
a coffee. Positioned just outside the Piazza delle Erba, also lies the Lamberti Tower rising 84 metres 
above Verona giving visitors fantastic views of the city and beyond.  
 

Verona boasts numerous buildings of historic and artistic value. Shakespeare set three of his plays in 
this beautiful town – Romeo and Juliet, The Two Gentlemen of Verona and The Taming of the 
Shrew.  One of the most visited sites is Juliet’s balcony with letters on the wall from people visiting 
from all over the world. 
 

Maybe pay a visit to Dante in the Piazza dei Signori, take in the impressive Roman Arena built in the 
1st century or wander through Castelvecchio (meaning ‘Old Castle’); a 14th century medieval  
complex. Castelvecchio is occupied by one of the most interesting art collections in Europe with  
several towers and a brick bridge crossing to enjoy views of this medieval city up the Adige River.  
 
Treviso 
Treviso is in the Veneto region of northern Italy. In the second world war Treviso was affected by 
bombing, rebuilt and restored it is now a historical town with many reminders of the war. There is a 
defense wall circling the town with waterways and imposing gateways. 
 

Inside the town you will see many painted frescos, arcaded streets and canals. Take a break in      
Piazza dei Signori and enjoy a hot drink or meal in one of the many restaurants in the pleasant 
square with views to the historic town hall. 
 



Venice 
Descending to the Po Valley we visit ‘Venezia’ (Venice) – arguably one of the most romantic cities in 
the world.  During your free time make sure you meander through the myriad of narrow, water lined 
streets and alleys spanned by humped back bridges. Beyond the city, there are the islands (Murano, 
Burano, and Torcello) where the pace of life is slower 
 

Judging by its elegant beauty and historic charm, it's not hard to see why Venice has such a romantic 
appeal. Having been the inspiration behind many great works of art and literature from Shakespeare 
to TS Eliot, it's also home to what's widely perceived as the most romantic method of travel, the  
gondola. Venice, the way it is meant to be seen! 
 

Vicenza 
The cosmopolitan city of Vicenza is in at northern base of the Monte Berico. Here you will find a mix-
ture of history and culture in the many museums, piazzas and buildings in the thriving city. Home to 
23 buildings designed by Andrea Palladio, this UNESCO World Heritage listed city has so much his-
tory to offer.   
 

Lucca 
Lucca, one of the most typically ‘Tuscan’ towns in the area, is a medieval walled city, filled with palac-
es, churches and ancient houses.   
The origins of Lucca date back to 180 B.C.  Lucca is a small city, rich of sights and history. Here you 
still can feel the flair of all its important periods: the Roman city, the Medieval city, the Renaissance 
city, the nineteenth century city: traces of all of these may still be found. Wander through the narrow, 
tortuous medieval streets and you’ll pass white marble Romanesque churches, orange-red or the 
thirteenth-fourteenth century buildings and vegetation peeping out of the surfaces of the ramparts 
and walls. 
 

Lucca has many beautiful attractions including the remains of the ancient Roman Amphitheatre and 
the house of Giacomo Puccini (now a museum) where he wrote Turandot. The ramparts, thirty me-
ters wide at the base and still in their original state, cover over four kilometers and from which it is 
possible to enjoy views of the city and the surrounding hills. Take time to visit Piazza San Michele or 
stroll along the shops of Borgo Giannotti. 
 

Pisa  
The town of Pisa is famous for the Leaning Tower, Duomo, Baptistery and Cathedral in the magnifi-
cent Piazza dei Miracoli.  The 14th-century Romanesque Leaning Tower is of course Pisa’s main at-
traction (it has 294 stairs) and really seems likely to overturn at any moment. The tower reopened in 
November 2001. The underpinning project made some positive progress in stopping the increase in 
inclination and even managed to pull the tower back a bit (40 centimeters).   
 

Firenze’ (Florence) 
A truly beautiful city which is otherwise known as the ‘Cradle of the Renaissance’.   
As the birthplace of the Renaissance movement, it's difficult to know what visitors will find most awe-

inspiring about Europe's cultural and artistic capital, Florence - the stupendous array of museums, 
churches and piazzas that make up Florence's exterior or the high profile masterpieces, historical 
treasures and wow-factor of their impressive interiors.  
 

The Duomo (cathedral) is without doubt Florence's centre piece, a fresco-clad Renaissance symbol 
that Florence's streets are generally narrow, making it ideal for investigating by foot. As Europe's old-
est segmental arch bridge over the Arno River, the Ponte Vecchio beckons.  



The world-acclaimed Uffizi Gallery and the Accademia are ‘musts’, showcasing significant frescoes, 
statues and masterpieces from Boticello and Raphael to Michelangelo and da Vinci. Asides from 
treasure-laden rooms, the original ceiling decoration is still visible in parts.   
  
Take a breather from crowds and culture for a while and sit back over a latte in one of Florence's pi-
azzas or trattorias. Maybe Espresso Coffee on Piazza Santa Croce where Michelangelo is buried? A 
gelato whilst strolling across the Ponte Vecchio?  Don’t forget the excellent shopping.    
 

San Gimignano 
The fairytale ‘town of towers’ San Gimignano, is famous for its 13th and 14th century Tuscan towers. 
Exploring the pedestrian walkways of this hilltop town is an absolute delight. The city gained its prom-
inence due to its location on one of the most important stretches of the mediaeval Via Francigena. 
One of the most charming and picturesque of all the Tuscan hill towns, its medieval towers dominate 
the town in the way that skyscrapers dominate modern cities. At one time there were more than 70 
towers (built as symbols of wealth and as a security precaution by the town’s prosperous merchants) 
but only 14 remain today. Walk through the wonderfully preserved town square the Piazza della Cis-
terna and visit the 13th-century town hall the Palazzo del Popolo.    
 
Rome 

Italy's timeless and ancient Eternal City possesses a beautiful, classical and glamorous air that has 
the architectural capability of making visitors feel underdressed just walking through the streets. In 
addition, Rome's inhabitants look like they've just breezed off a nearby catwalk, and after all, they 
have an important reputation to up-hold: Rome owns 17 per cent of all monuments in the world, with 
ancient sculptures, museums, ruins, fountains and piazzas to satisfy culture junkies for years, and 
leave everybody else awestruck.  
 

For those staying on in Rome there is so much to see and do at your own pace. Visit St Peter's Basil-
ica and the Vatican City and perhaps climb the Dome of St Peter's Basilica and feel like an emperor 
looking out over the city and Piazza San Pietro.  
Gaze in disbelief at Michelangelo's magnificent frescoes in the Sistine Chapel, discover 2000 years 
of glorious and grisly history at the world's most famous amphitheatre, the enormous Colosseum, 
toss a coin in the Trevi Fountain or tread the footsteps of great Romans from Cicero to Caesar at the 
Forum.  
 

Stand atop the beautiful Spanish Steps, sip water from the Fontana della Barccacia at their base or 
visit the Pantheon - an architectural marvel and once-worship place of the Gods now standing as 
Rome's best-preserved monument.  
 

Eat a gelato as you head to the Piazza del Campidoglio that was designed by Michelangelo and took 
over a century to complete or shop near the Spanish Steps in the elegant stores of Via Condotti or 
Via Borgognona. 



 

 

 


