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You are travelling to Europe – a wonderful assembly of diverse countries that have, over 
hundreds of years, evolved and formulated their individual and often unique customs, 
styles and quirkiness. We want to (and sometimes have to) fit into the region’s natural 
patterns and irregularities. Much will appear so very different from ‘home’ – and surely it 
is exactly those very differences that inspired you to go there in the first place! 
 

To help you, the following pages contains additional information specific to your tour  
including brief introductory information regarding the major sites and regions you will be 
visiting. 

 

We would like to wish you a wonderful trip through Europe and a safe return home. 

 

Best wishes and Happy New Year from the Albatross Team  
 



New Year in an Italian Castle 

 
Please see below a light overview of some of the regions and towns you will be visiting.  
 

Luzern  
Luzern (Lucerne) is a city of medieval squares with a jagged skyline of towers and spires and two 
ancient wooden covered bridges (Kapellbrücke and Spreuerbrücke) spanning the River Reuss  
making the town appear like something out of a fairytale. Add to this the lovely setting on Lake  
Lucerne, with the towering peaks of Mount Pilatus and Mount Rigi a short boat ride away, and it's 
easy to see why this is one of the most popular places in Switzerland.  
 

There are several worthwhile sights in town, including the Lion Monument dedicated to Swiss  
soldiers killed in the French Revolution, the Picasso Collection, the Richard Wagner Museum and the 
Transport Museum - the biggest of its kind in Europe.  
 

• The Chapel and Mill Bridges 
The Chapel Bridge (Kapellbrucke) was built in 1333 and is the symbol of Luzern. It is a covered 
wooden footbridge, which you can use to diagonally cross the Reuss River. The bridge has more 
than 100 paintings as old as 1599 (Heinrich Wagmann) depicting the daily activities and dress of the 
people. There is also an octagonal water tower in the middle of the bridge, which was used as a    
prison, a torture chamber and an archive. The Mill Bridge (Spreuerbrucke) built in 1407, is a wooden 
bridge spanning an arm on the Reuss. Its gables are painted with the Dance of the Death, a mural by 
Kaspar Meglinger, 17th century. 
 

• Pickwicks Pub 
Set on the waterfront between the Chapel and Mill Bridges. A very popular meeting point and perfect 
for that coffee or crepe. 
 

• The Dying Lion Monument (Lowendenkmal) 
The monument is carved into the sandstone cliff above the town. Designed by the great Danish 
sculptor Bertel Thorvaldsen, the statue was dedicated in 1821. The monument is an allegorical  
reference to the bravery of the Swiss Guards who died in the Tuileries of Paris in 1792 trying to save 
the life and the honor of Marie Antoinette during the French Revolution. 
 

• Bucherer’s Watch and Jewellery Store  
This is Switzerland’s most famous store for watches and clocks. The Bucherer’s store is enormous 
and 4 stories high.  
 

Swarovski ‘Kristallwelten’ (Crystal Worlds) 
The Swarovski Crystal Worlds, created by Andre Heller, is an invitation to dream. In 1995, for the 100 
year anniversary of Swarovski, the multi-media artist Andre Heller created a place of true amazement 
with 14 subterranean Chambers of Wonder.  
In 2003 and 2007 the so called home of the crystals became extended with new chambers.  
More than 8 million people have been enchanted by this world of experiences encompassing the full 
spectrum of art, music, dance and literature.  
This unique crystalline theatre is Austria’s second most visited museum, right after Schönbrunn  
Palace. 



Innsbruck 
The capital of the Tyrol is set in a lovely spot on the River Inn, at the foot of the Karwendel Alps and 
retains a distinctive provincial charm, making it one of the most attractive cities of Alpine Europe. 
Handsome old town houses, of which the Goldenes Dachl is most famous, line the traffic-free central 
area around Herzog-Friedrich Straße and Maria-Theresien Straße. (Straße is pronounced ‘Strasse” 
and means Street). The Hofburg, a sprawling cream-and-pistachio palace built under Maria Theresia, 
adjoins the Hofkirche, one of the chief masterpieces of German renaissance. Goldenes Dachl literally 
means “Little Golden Roof” and has long been a symbol of Innsbruck's “ye olde” charm. It was built 
around 1500 as part of a ducal palace that no longer exists.  
 
Bolzano 
The charming town of Bolzano has a delightful Town Hall square and shop along the covered  
arcades and arches of Via dei Portici. The Museum of Archaeology is where you can see the  
mummified remains of Ötzi – the famous Ice Man - along with a fascinating exhibition documenting 
the Ancient History of Italy’s South Tyrol. Intricately carved gables, painted timber facades and an 
elegant arcaded main street illustrate the influence of both Tyrolean and Italian cultures.  
 
CastelBrando 
Located above the village of Cison di Valmarino, this 2,000 year old Roman fortress was turned into 
a sumptuous noble’s palace in the 13th century. A funicular takes you up to the heart of the castle, a 
landmark seen from the valley below with its numerous turrets and battlements. Skilful restoration 
and sensitive modernisation have brought the original magnificence back to life. Guelph style  
decorative battlements, stone cellars, tapestries, swords and suits of armour set the scene for the 
elegant halls, dining rooms, manicured gardens and terraces overlooking the valley.  
 

Set on a promontory overlooking Valmareno, enjoying the mild climate typical of the Treviso hills, 
CastelBrando is a splendid example of the historical and artistic restoration of one of the largest  
castles of Europe. The massive manor, nestled in 50 hectares of wooded park, is part of a medieval 
hamlet majestically set in the scenic Prosecco hills, surrounded by the towns of Valdobbiadene, 
Conegliano and Vittorio Veneto, just 50 minutes from Venice.                                                                                                      
 

Rich in history and legend, CastelBrando greets its guests with an austere and noble style. 
The castle was originally constructed in Roman times as a fortress to defend the important lines of 
communication which connected Northern Italy to the countries on the other side of the Alps. The 
Castle has been enlarged over the centuries.   
 

In the first half of the 16th Century Antonio Maria Brandolini, engaged skilful engineers and enlarged 
the central part of the Castle in Sansovino style, adding elegant lines of Venetian two- and  
three-mullioned windows. It was the Da Camino family who surrounded it with imposing Guelph-style 
decorative battlements and built a central tower. The Castle was then passed under the command of 
the Venetian Republic until after the fall of Venice when it became the property of Brandolini Counts 
until 1959. It was then sold to the Salesian fathers, who altered its structure and used it as a centre 
for spiritual studies.   
 

Venice 
Descending to the Po Valley we visit ‘Venezia’ (Venice) – arguably one of the most romantic cities in 
the world.  During your free time make sure you meander through the myriad of narrow, water lined 
streets and alleys spanned by humped back bridges. Beyond the city, there are the islands (Murano, 
Burano, and Torcello) where the pace of life is slower 
 

 



Judging by its elegant beauty and historic charm, it's not hard to see why Venice has such a romantic 
appeal. Having been the inspiration behind many great works of art and literature from Shakespeare 
to TS Eliot, it's also home to what's widely perceived as the most romantic method of travel: the  
gondola. Venice the way it was meant to be seen! 
 

Built on a cluster of 118 islands and split into the six districts of Cannaregio, San Polo, Dorsoduro, 
Santa Croce, San Marco and Castello, the inevitable way of exploring Venice's narrow walkways, 
network of winding canals and some 400 bridges is by foot and gondola. Standing in sweeping St 
Marc's Square, otherwise known as the 'drawing room of Europe' (possibly for the fact that people 
gather here in large numbers), has to be a high point. From here, admire St Marc's Basilica, Venice's 
spectacular Byzantine church, plus the equally grand Doge's Palace.  
 

Venice would not be complete without appreciating the scene from Rialto Bridge spanning the Grand 
Canal, Venice's largest waterway. Look out for world-renowned Venetian glass, masks and lace, or 
take a side-seat at some of the wonderful cafes and restaurants.  
 
Cortina d’Ampezzo 
Cortina, in the heart of the Dolomites in an alpine valley, is a popular winter sport resort known for its 
ski-ranges, scenery, accommodation, shops and après-ski scene.  It is the Alpine town that gave its 
name to a popular car. 
 

After the scheduled 1944 Olympics had been cancelled because of WWII, Cortina d’Amprezzo    
hosted the 1956 Winter Olympics. 
 

The village is also well known as the location where much of 1963 classic The Pink Panther was 
filmed. One of the memorable James Bond stunt sequences in 1981's For Your Eyes Only, gunners 
on spike-wheeled motorcycles chasing Roger Moore on skis, was filmed on its slopes, as were  
several scenes in the film Cliffhanger. 
 

The village has nearly 7,000 inhabitants and it is located at 1224m above sea level. It remains an  
up-market winter sports resort. Dramatic Dolomitic crags surround the town, adding to its picturesque 
appeal. The facilities include an ice stadium, bobsleigh run, and ski jump, in addition to downhill and 
cross-country ski runs. 
 

Sirmione  
Sirmione del Garda is located on a peninsula at the South of Lake Garda Italy in Northern Italy. It has 
been settled since the Stone Age, with early finds showing it was a small village of fisherman, living 
in houses on stilts on the banks of Lake Garda. Its strategic position near the southeastern "corner" 
of the lake and defensive qualities of the peninsula means it has been of great military importance 
over the years. The beauty of the setting also means it is a popular place for people to visit. 
 

Lake Garda, the largest Italian lake is situated at the foot of the Alps mountain range in Northern Italy 
and half-way between Venice and Milan. It was formed by glaciers at the end of the last ice age. 
 

Milan 
Milan - famous for football and fashion, the La Scala Opera House, Galleria Vittorio Emmanuel the 
incredible gothic cathedral (Duomo) and shopping in  Armani, Versace, Prada, Dolce & Gabbana and 
Gucci flagship stores on Via Montenapoleone, part of the Quadrilatero d’Oro (Golden Quad).  



Powerhouse of Italy, trend-setting shopping capital, and scene of Europe's most important modern 
furniture fair, Milan (Milano) has much to recommend it.  Milan has a wide range of important art  
galleries, museums, and churches including the extravagantly pinnacled Duomo, the Brera Gallery 
(containing works by Italian artists of the 14th to 20th centuries), and the Pinacoteca Ambrosiana 
(with works by Leonardo da Vinci, Caravaggio, and Raphael). In addition, Leonardo da Vinci's Last 
Supper dominates the Dominican monastery refectory next to the church of Santa Maria delle Grazie. 
 

Milan is also the world capital of furniture and homewares (the beanbag is a Milanese brainchild), 
and a hub for risk-taking contemporary art. 


