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You are travelling to Europe – a wonderful assembly of diverse countries that have, over 

hundreds of years, evolved and formulated their individual and often unique customs, 

styles and quirkiness. We want to (and sometimes have to) fit into the region’s natural 

patterns and irregularities. Much will appear so very different from ‘home’ – and surely it 

is exactly those very differences that inspired you to go there in the first place! 

 

To help you, the following pages contains additional information specific to your tour  

including brief introductory information regarding the major sites and regions you will be 

visiting. 

 

We would like to wish you a wonderful trip through Europe and a safe return home. 

 

Best wishes from the Albatross Team  
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Italian traffic rules and regulations 

 

You will see in our promotional brochure that the Albatross style of touring emphasises a more 

leisurely pace with a number of 2, 3, 4 and even 5 night stops. This is always our objective and on 

virtually all of our programme tours throughout Europe it is relatively easily achievable. 

 

In Italy, however, despite having longer stays in each place than any other tour we still have to 

have a number of earlier starts. This is beyond our control. You see, throughout Italy local  

councils, cities and regions impose some quite significant restrictions on coach usage, stopping, 

parking and pick up points. These local by-laws change from year to year and can even change 

during the summer tourist season.  

 

For example in Rome, coach drop-off and passenger pick up points are limited to only 2 or 3  

locations in the entire central city. Other towns and cities have their own rules and restrictions. 

Therefore you will note that on a number of occasions we aim to depart a touch before 8.00 a.m. 

to avoid starts that are far too late to achieve a day’s significant, meaningful touring.  Whether you 

feel a ‘just before 8.00 a.m.’ start is to be considered ‘early’ is naturally a personal matter of  

opinion. I can tell you however that, as a general rule, Albatross departure times overall are  

noticeably later than those of traditional tour operators. 

  

In many European countries and in Italy’s medieval cities in particular, the nearest designated 

passenger drop off point to a central city location may be a 15 minute walk from the old town. We 

mentioned this in our sales brochure. Again this is beyond our control and we appreciate your  

understanding. 

 

Naturally Albatross Travel, just like every other international tour operator, must always obey 

these ever changeable Italian city parking and road rules. As such you may find your Tour  

Manager requesting an early start to the day to obey local driving regulations, and on occasion it 

may be necessary for you to walk from the passenger drop off area to the main central  

attractions.  

 

We do request that should you be inconvenienced by any of the restrictions that you understand 

that they are entirely beyond the control of the Albatross Travel Group.  Your understanding on 

this is appreciated. 
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This information is meant to provide a light overview of some of the  

towns and regions you will be visiting.  
 

Rome 

Italy's timeless and ancient Eternal City possesses a beautiful, classical and glamorous air that has 

the architectural capability of making visitors feel underdressed just walking through the streets. In 

addition, Rome's inhabitants look like they've just breezed off a nearby catwalk, and after all, they 

have an important reputation to up-hold: Rome owns 17 per cent of all monuments in the world, with 

ancient sculptures, museums, ruins, fountains and piazzas to satisfy culture junkies for years, and 

leave everybody else awestruck.  

 

For those arriving into Rome early there is so much to see and do at your own pace. Visit St Peter's 

Basilica and the Vatican City and perhaps climb the Dome of St Peter's Basilica and feel like an  

emperor looking out over the city and Piazza San Pietro.  

 

Gaze in disbelief at Michelangelo's magnificent frescoes in the Sistine Chapel, discover 2000 years 

of glorious and grisly history at the world's most famous amphitheatre, the enormous Colosseum, 

toss a coin in the Trevi Fountain or tread the footsteps of great Romans from Cicero to Caesar at the 

Forum.  

 

Stand atop the beautiful Spanish Steps, sip water from the Fontana della Barccacia at their base or 

visit the Pantheon - an architectural marvel and once-worship place of the Gods now standing as 

Rome's best-preserved monument.  

 

Eat a gelato as you head to the Piazza del Campidoglio that was designed by Michelangelo and took 

over a century to complete or shop near the Spanish Steps in the elegant stores of Via Condotti or 

Via Borgognona. 

 

Alberobello 

Perhaps one of the most unusual towns you will see, the city centre of Alberobello is entirely made 

up of whitewashed ‘Trulli’ – ‘bee hive’ style houses which date back hundreds of years.  Constructed 

with local stone, ‘Trulli’ were originally designed as temporary houses by the regions inhabitants  

during a period when stable homes were highly-taxed.   

 

Leece 

Dating back to the early Greek empire, the historic city of Leece is located in the ‘heel of Italy’; the 

Salentine Peninsula. Piazza del Duomo, or Cathedral Square, boasts numerous baroque monuments 

including The Bishops Palace and Seminary, and where you will find the Cathedral of Madonna  

Assunta originally built in 1144.    

 

 



Spend time wandering Via Vittorio Emanuale, the main street running between Piazza del Duomo 

and Piazza Sant’Oronzo or exploring the Roman Amphitheatre built in the second century AD which 

once held 25,000 spectators.   

 

Ostuni 

Famous for its whitewashed houses and winding alleyways, Ostuni is a must-see destination on any 

Italian itinerary. Perched on a hill, with spectacular views down over the coast, the ‘white city’ of  

Ostuni is one of the most stunning cities in southern Italy.  

 

Polignano a Mare 

Built directly on the cliffs of the Adriatic Sea, the coastal town of Polignano a Mare is a shining gem 

on the coast of Valle d’Itria. Polignano is famous worldwide for various things and in recent years the 

beautiful town attracted enormous crowds for cliff diving competitions, but more importantly,  

Polignano is known for the gelato and ice cream parlours! 

 

Monopoli 

Tranquilly looking over the Mediterranean, the humble town of Monopoli is a traditional fishing village 

located southeast northwest of Alberobello. Notable sights in Monopoli include the Castle of Charles 

V, the old port and the picturesque beaches.  

  

Matera 

Known to be the oldest inhabited city in Italy, Matera is famous for its ancient man made stone caves 

or ‘Sassi’.  The Sassi, located within the ancient town, are houses half-carved and half-built into the 

rock itself and until many were beautifully renovated and restored, the cavernous houses were 

deemed unliveable.  The Sassi and the Park of the Rupestrian Churches of Matera have been  

considered a UNESCO World Heritage site since 1993. 

 

Situated in a small canyon, Matera is also widely celebrated for ancient rock hewn churches like 

Madonna de Idris and San Giovanni in Monterrone.  Many churches and monasteries in the region 

were also thought to be used for meditation practices ranging from large chambers to small caves 

with a single alter.  

 

Sicily 

Separated from the continent by the narrow Straits of Messina, Sicily is the largest island in Italy. The 

most prominent landmark in Sicily is Mount Etna which boasts being the tallest active volcano in 

Europe and the tallest mountain south of the Alps. Sicily is also famous for its exquisite cuisine,  

sundrenched climate and the rich and unique lifestyle.  

 

The island of Sicily was inhabited 10,000 years ago and is now one of the most densely populated 

islands in the Mediterranean.  Sicily can be discovered through architecture, history and many  

archaeological sites including The Valley of the Temples located in Agrigento or the 2,500-year-old 

Greek and Roman ruins in Syracuse.  

 



Taormina 

Idyllically positioned on a high rocky promontory, the picturesque town of Taormina has long been 

the most popular tourist destination in Sicily.  Take time to explore the boutiques, handicraft shops 

and local restaurants that make Taormina so famous.   

 

If you’re looking to escape the crowds, spend time wandering through Villa Comunale, one of the 

most beautiful gardens in all of Sicily. Created by Lady Florence Trevelyan in the late 19th century, 

the gardens are adorned with native Mediterranean and exotic plants and ornamental pavilions 

known as the ‘beehives’.   

 

One of the most celebrated ruins in Sicily is the Greek Amphitheatre. Visitors travel from all over 

Europe for a glimpse of the ancient monument which still showcases local and international acts from 

well-known musicians to extraordinary ballet performers touring the world stage. The Greek  

Amphitheatre is also a magnificent spot for those striking panoramic views of Mount Etna.  

 

Syracuse 

Located on the eastern coast of Sicily, Syracuse is notable for its rich Greek history, temples and 

massive amphitheatre in the 2,500-year-old Greek and Roman ruins.  The theatre is still used today 

for an annual Greek theatre festival running from mid-May to the end of June.   

 

Located over a nearby ridge, the ‘Ear of Dionysus’ is famous for its ability to amplify even the  

smallest sound. Visitors travel to the astounding tear drop cavern to test the acoustics which are  

projected an impressive 72-feet through an opening in the top of the cave.  

 

Connected by only a few bridges is the heart of ancient Syracuse, Ortigia Island.  A perfect location 

to spend an afternoon, enjoy your time slowly exploring the delightful backstreets to the main square 

– Piazza del Duomo. Lined with breathtaking architecture, Piazza Del Duomo is a delightful  

pedestrian square and home to a brilliant Cathedral. 

 

Mount Etna 

Standing high above the Sicilian coast line, Mount Etna is almost always active. Lying at the south of 

the crater at an elevation of 1910 metres, a cable car gives visitors the opportunity to travel up to the 

restaurant and museum where you will then connect with a 4WD to the viewing crater. At 2920  

metres, you will be standing on the highest active volcano in Europe with views across to the  

steaming caldera on one side and the remarkable Sicilian coastline far below.   

 

Piazza Armerina 

Located in the heart of Sicily, the town of Piazza Armerina is famous for the opulent Villa Romana del 

Casale. The UNESCO heritage listed 1700-year-old Villa was covered by a mud slide in the 12th  

century.  The beautiful mosaics within were later discovered during archaeological excavations  

making it one of the most remarkable sites in modern Sicily.  



Agrigento 

Originally the ancient Greek city of Akragas, Agrigento is well known for one of the Mediterranean’s 

most famous historical attractions; UNESCO heritage listed ‘Valley of the Temples’. The entire  

archaeological site is made up of eight temples constructed between 510 BC and 430 BC and covers 

most of the built up area of the ancient city. Assembled using sandstone tufa, the golden amber hue 

of the giant complex of ruins and temples blends perfectly with the natural surroundings of Agrigento. 

There is a Museum called Drocesano Agrigento this is a must see when visiting this area. 

 

Sciacca 

Encircled by 16th century walls, the fascinating town of Sciacca still retains much of its medieval l 

ayout.  Well known as a delightful fishing port, Sciacca is also celebrated for the annual carnival 

‘Mardi Gras’ held each February. Respected as one of the most beautiful and oldest festivals in  

Sicily, Sciacca allures crowds from around the world with colourful costumes, traditional parades and 

spectacular paper mâché characters to join the much awaited festivities.  

 

Porto Palo 

The small harbour village of Porto Palo is located on the southwest coast of Sicily. Although a quiet, 

relaxing location, beautiful Porto Palo is a favourite for tourist looking to take advantage of the long 

sandy beaches. With an abundance of bars and restaurants, Porto Palo is the perfect place to wind 

down and watch the Mediterranean sun set.  

 

Erice  

Labelled as western Sicily’s viewing platform, Erice is perched high on Mount Erice an impressive 

750 metres above sea level overlooking the port of Trapani. In the old city, you will find two of the 

most visited sites in the city; the Pepoli Castle which dates from Saracean times and the second  

being the Venus Castle constructed by the Normans. It is rumored that there are approximately 60 

churches in Erice! 

 

Take time to explore Erice at your own pace by wandering through quaint old alleys and cobble 

stoned streets lined with charming trattorias waiting to be discovered.  

 

Castellammare del Golfo 

The small town of Castellammare del Golfo is a charming fishing town located in northwest Sicily in 

the Province of Trapani.  Castellammare del Golfo is known for the castle that dominates the harbour 

which has become the town’s most popular attraction. 

 

Segesta 

Segesta, the ancient city of Sicily, is home to some of the most remarkable ancient ruins on the  

island; the Temple ruins of Segesta. Located on a hill just outside the ancient city, built sometime in 

the late 5th century BC, the soaring Doric temple is unusually well-preserved; some suggest however 

that the temple was never finished.  

 

Located high above, overlooking the Temple, is a magnificent ancient amphitheatre built around the 

same time. The extraordinary views from the semicircular amphitheatre meant stage props were not 

required when plays were staged as the surroundings were a treat in themselves.  



San Vito Lo Capo 

Located in a valley between several mountains and fronted by a popular beach, San Vito Lo Capo is 

well known for its agriculture; particularly the olive groves owned by small farmers in the region. The 

delightful town is also the host of several International culture and gastronomic events, a kite festival 

in July and a summer music festival. 

 

The small mountains surrounding the region are a big attraction for hikers, local mountain climbers 

and explorers to the area.  

 

Palermo 

Sicily’s regional capital of Palermo is sometimes described as having an atmosphere of its own. The 

most Sicilian of cities, charming Palermo is a bustling city of artistic delights, palaces and faded  

grandeur; unlike Florence or Rome, the treasures of Palermo are hidden away waiting to be  

discovered. 

 

Palermo has a large architectural heritage boasting many palaces, museums and cathedrals  

including the city’s main church; the Palermo Cathedral. Other notable sights within the city are the 

Botanical Gardens and the Teatro Massimo (Great Theatre).  


